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Shareware t it les
P S 3 M 3 2  c h a n n e l  tr acker  player
P l a y 1 6  — 16-bi t sam pl e  player
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HE WLE TT P ACKARD
1 GIGABYTE 3.5 SCSI  E 4 5 9

MICROPOLIS
2 GIGABYTE 3.5501  E 6 5 9
4 GIGABYTE 3.5 SCSI 1 1 0 9 9
9 GIGABYTE 3.5 SCSI  1 2 1 9 9

HI TACHI

340MB 2.5 IDE .  - 1 1  89
510MB 2.5 IDE  E 2 9 9
810MB 2.5 IDE   1 5 9 9
1 GIGABYTE 2.5 IDE _ 1 7 1 9

OTHERS
80MB 2.5 IDE   E 7 0
120MB 2.5 IDE   E 9 5

External IDE har d disk for  the  4500
comes complete with an internal ROM
switcher, and upgradable to 4MEI RAM

M-TEC AT500 BARE  £ 9 9
M-TEC AT500 420MB  E 2 5 9

MEMORY REQuiRES ID-PIN SIMMS

Save 1.5MB on a standard floppy drive
and 3MB w hen used i n conjunction
with the XL Drive 1.76.

FLOPPY EXPANDER   E l 0  1 0 0 M B  DISKETTE

r lY
4

Disk Expander can add upto to 50% to
your hard dr ive capacity and works
with al l  dr ives including SCSI, IDE,
Floppies and even the RAM disk, Disk
Expander works on any Amiga w i th
any Kickstart,

DISK EXPANDER   E 2 5

External PCMCIA 3.5 I DE  hard disk
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floppy

The Super XL Drive allows you to stor
3_5MB on a high density disk.

3.5 SUPER XL DRIVE  E 1 2 9 . 9 5

1.76 x l  dr ive
The XL Dr ive al lows you t o store
1.16MB on a high density disk.

1.16 XL DRIVE EXTERNAL . . . 1 7 9 . 9
1.16 XL DRIVE INTERNAL
1.76 XL DRIVE 44000  E 7
PC880B EXT.POWER DRIVE . 1 4 9 . 9

internal dr ives
PC881 4500  E 3 0 . 9
PC882 42000  E 3 5 . 9

83 4600/1200  E 3 5

OVERDRIVE BARE  £ 9 9
OVERDRIVE 420MB . . . . .  E259

2 TO 4 GIGABYTE  £ 6 5 9
4 TO 8 GIGABYTE  E 8 9 9
2 TO 4 CARTRIDGE 0190  1 1 2
4 TO 8 CARTRIDGE DL120 1 1 9 . 9 5

128 OPTICAL  £ 4 7 9
230MB OPTICAL  E 7 1 9
1.3 GIGABYTE OPTICAL E 1 9 9 9
230MB OPTICAL DISK  1 2 9 . 9 5
1.3 GIGABYTE DISK  1 1 3 9 . 9 5

SCSI case suitable for CD-ROM/HD/DAT
and Optical drives.

5.25" SCSI or  IDE CASE  1 7 9 . 9 5
3.5" SCSI or  IDE CASE  E 7 9 . 9 5

zip new
ZIP DRIVE 100MB SCSI  1 1 7 9 . 9 5

E 1 5 . 9 5

Backup to 520MB onto a 4hr VHS tape.
Version 3 has new backup modes for
Amiga's with a 68020 or higher CPU.

VIDEO BACKUP KART E 6 5
VIDEO BACKUP PHONO  E 6 0
UPGRADE TO VERSION 3  E 2 0

SQUIRREL SCSI INTERFACE . 1 5 9 . 9 5
AURA  E 7 9 . 9 5
MEGALOSOUND  E 2 9 . 9 5
VIDEOMASTER AGA  E 5 9 . 9 5
VIDEOMASTER AGA RGB E 9 9 . 9 5
VIDEOMASTER  E 5 2 . 9 5
VIDEOMASTER RGB  E 8 9 . 9 5
COLOURMASTER  £ 5 2 . 9 5
PROMIDI INTERFACE  £ 1 9 . 9 5

squirrel s ts i  i nter face
-iuded where you

thcF.

256 x 32 SIMM 72-PIN (1MB) _ . E 4 0
512 X 32 SIMM 72-PIN (2MB) 1 7 5
1 X 32 SIMM (4MB)  E 1 3 9
2 X 32 SIMM (8MB)  E 2 7 9
4 X 32 SIMM (16MB)  1 4 4 9
1 X 8 SIMM 32-PIN (1MB)  1 3 0
4 X 8 SIMM 32•PIN (4MB)  1 1 3 9
1 X 4  STATIC COLUMN 43000 ,  _ 1 2 5
1 X 4 DIP  E 2 5
256 X 4 DIP   E 5
1 x  I  DIP  E 5
CIA  £ 1 2
GARY  1 1 9
PAULA  £ 1 9
DENISE  E l  9
SUPER DENISE  E 2 5
KEYBOARD IC  E 1 2
FAT AGNUS 1MB  E 1 9
FAT AGNUS 2 MB  E 2 9
PRINTER CABLE  E 6
RS232 CABLE  1 6
SCSI EXTERNAL  1 1 5
WORKBENCH 3.1 A50012000 _ 1 8 5
WORKBENCH 3.1 A3000/4000 . . 1 9 5
ROM SHARE DEVICE  1 1 9
2.04 ROM CHIP  1 2 5
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The award winning Power Scanner
includes the following features: Scan
In 24-bit at upto 200DPI (all Amigat
not just AGA)". Scan in 256 greyscales
at up to 400DPI (all Amigas), Thru'port
for printer connection, Fully support;
AGA chipset, Display HAM8/24-bi
images on a non-AGA Amiga (via
image conversion), full editing facilities

Included.  Works with 2.04 ROM or
ve, min 1MEI (recommend 2 W -

OWER SCAN 4 BNV E 8 9 . 9 5
OWER SCAN 4 COLOUR 1 1 6 9 . 9 5
CR ( BOUGHT WITH SCANNER) E 2 0

R SOFTWARE  E 4 9 . 9 5
WER SCAN 4 StW ONLY E 2 0
INTERFACE + COL S/W E 4 9 . 9 5
NTERFACE + BAN SAN E 3 9 . 9 5

at bed ,
2
r
s

bit colour  A4 fl atbed scanners,
mplete with software, cables and
anual. (Squir rel  included w i th

aragon flatbed scanner)

PSON GI-6500  E 5 3 9 . 9 5
I I !  12000PI SCANNER

ARAGON 600 . . . . . .  E 3 9 9 . 9 5
8116000M SCSI SCANNER. iNCt SQuiltREL

miga 4000

The tower  comes
complete with 6 x
5_25
- 
d r
i v
e  
b
a
y
s
.

5 x  3 . 5 "  d r i v e
bays, 7  x  Zor r o
slots. 5 x PC slots.
real t i m e  c l ock
and a  2 3 0  w a t t
power supply.

0 TOWER  1 3 4 9

octogen scsi-2
5I-2 controller card for  the Amiga
00/4000. Upgradable to 8MB RAM

OGEN 2008 1 1 2 9

ScanDoubler 11 is a full 24-bit AGA flicker
fixer which automatically de-interlaces
all AGA screen modes and scan doubles
non•interlaced PALJNISC modes to allow
VGA monitors to display them. Supports
VGA. S-VGA and Multiscan monitors.
Pixel shar p pictur e,  even a t  1440
horizontal resolution and has a standard
15-pin VGA type connector. Comes with
composite videotS-VHS Outputs.

SCAN DOUBLER E399

tandem cd-de
Connect a CD-ROM, Syquest and any
IDE hd t o your  A20001300014000.
Comes complete with cable and s/w.
ROM 2.04 or  above.

TANDEM C D - 1 = k  E 6 9A
a w a r d winningamigaperipheral.manufacturers



gyp products
Power Computing Ltd a
now t h e  o ffi cia l jo in t
owner and manufacturer
of Great Valley Products

Inc. For more information,
please call 01234 273000,

J4000 68060
accelerator board for the A4000

running at SOMHz and allowing upto
128MB of user installable memory and a
SCSI-II hard disk controller. The board
can be confi gured with either  4MB,
8MB, 16MB or 32MB industry standard
SIMMs.

A4000 68040 (OMB RAM) . 1 6 9 9
A4000 68060 (OMB RAM) 1 8 2 9
4MB STANDARD ADD . . . • 1  1 39
4MB GVP ADD

a . 1 1 5 9

A 68060 accelerator board for the A2000
running at 50MHz and allowing upto
128MB of user installable memory and a
SCSI-11 hard disk controller.

A2000 68040 (OMB RAM)  L I M A
A2000 68060 (OMB RAM) ,  . 1 T B A
4MB STANDARD ADD  1 1 3 9
4MB GVP ADD  1 1 5 9

v o l t
gyp ram

Official GVP RAM SIMMs

4MB GVP RAM. .

16MB GVP RAM A •  _ 1 5 4 9

gyp hc-8 scsi
SCSI hard card which can fi t EIMEI
RAM on-board.

HC-8 SCSI CARD

gyp g -lock
Award winning Amiga Genlock.

G-LOCK AMIGA GENLOCK . . 1 2 5
055-8 SOUND SAMPLER  £ 5

io-extender
Zor r o I I  c a r d t h a t  pr ov i de s  a
additional  serial por t,  parallel por t
and connection for  optional  RS422
and RS232 por t Call for  details

loEXTENDER

"4M?

A 68020 EC processor accelerator card for
the A500 and A500+, with an option to fit
a 68881 or  68882 co-processor (PLCC or
PGA). This card can fi t upto 4ME1 FAST
RAM and is fully auto-configuring.

NOT COMPATIBLE WITH GVP HARD DRIVE

A500 68020 EC OMB RAM . . . f 9 9 . 9 5
A500 68020 EC 4MB RAM . 1 2 3 9 . 9 5  V G A  ADAPTOR

M.

ACEEX V32 BIS 14.4 Nor BT APPROvEDE139
X - LINK TRUE v341 28.0 er APPROVED £ 2 2 9 9 5

TRAPFAX MODEM SOFTWARE ,  , f 4 9
AI. MODEMS INCLUDE SOFTWARE AND CABLES

1111111111•1113
MICROVITEC 141d 14"  £ 2 8 9
EPSON STYLUS INC.PAPER  1 4 8 9
EPSON STYLUS PRO XL A3+ 1 1 4 9 9
Ep5oN STYLUS/PRO XL INCLUDE STUDIO II SOFTWAPE

STUDIO II SOFTWARE  £ 4 9 . 9 5

de
PICASSO II 2MB RAM 1  2 4 9 . 9 5
INCLUDING TV PAINT JNR

PICASSO II 2MB RAM  1 3 9 9 . 9 5
INCLUDING TV P A
,
N T 2CYBERVISION 64  1 3 2 9 . 9 5
M BIT GRAPHICS ENGINE. INCLUDES 2M1

VIDEO DAC  1 2 5
11- Ill GRAPHICS ADAPTOR

MAXIGEN 3  1 2 9 9 . 9 5
VIDEO GENLOCX

fgo
E I M E I B I E l a
Increase your Amiga 50012000 chip RAM to
a total  of  2MB. MegaChip does this by
using its own 2MB RAM and also now
includes a 2MB Fat Agnus. No soldering is
required.

MEGACHIP RAM  1 1 5 9 . 9 5

form

Vie accept most mafor credit cards and are
Isappy to help you with any queries.
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clifowar Computing Ltd and specify which delivery
'is required.

All Power products come with a 12 month
..warranty unless otherwise specified

Help is on hand with a  full Technical Backup
verince wlych is provided for POWef customers.

All prices listed are for the month of publication
only, call to confirm prices before ordering.

Most items are available a t Tax Free Prices to
non-EC residents. Call to confirm prices. BFPO
orders welcome.

All prices Include VAT Specifications and prices
an. sublect to change without notice All
trademarks are acknowledged. All orders In
writing or by telephone will be accepted only
subject to our terms and conditions of trade.

'copies of which are available on request

1

A 2MB RAM board for the A500 which fits
in the trap door slot.
A500 2MB RAM  E 9 0

MEMORY CARDS
512K RAM WITH CLOCK 1 2 4 . 9 5
512K RAM WITHOUT CLOCK . 1 1 9 . 9 5
A600 1MEI RAM  £ 3 9 . 9 5

EIS As oo+ 1MB RAM  £ 2 9 . 9 5

Mac and PC emulators for the Amiga.

IMPLANT MAC BASIC  £ 2 3 9 . 9 5
BASIC MAC EMULATOR

IMPLANT MAC OPTION A . 1 2 7 9 . 9 5
DUAL SERIAL PORT AND APPLETALK

EMPLANT MAC OPTION B . 1 2 7 9 , 9 5
HI-SPEED SCSI INTERFACE

EMPLANT MAC DELUXE 1 3 9 9 . 9 5
INCLUDES OPTION A AND n

E586 DX MODULE  £ 8 9 . 9 5
PC EMULATOR MODULE

glidepoint
tive cursor control at your finger

Ups replaces the mouse or trackball
'Tap' for an instant selection.

S GLIDEPOINT  1 5 9 . 9 5

P a n ' Y t
r
g r a p h I
c  d
-
1 1 1 1

tablet, including cables and software.

POWER TABLET 12 X 12 E l  95•95
I c L  PEN. CURSOR AND POWER TAB %VI

1
1
1

NAME
ADDRESS

SYSTEM OWNED
DESCRIPTION

TOTAL AMOUNT (Inc. delivery) f

CREDIT CARD NO.
EXPIRY DATE

DELIVERY 2 - 3  DAYS £2.50 N E X T  DAY £5 S A T  110

MINIMUM DELIVERY 1 2 5 0 •

POSTCODE

SIGNATURE

ALLOW UP TOT DAYS FOR CHEQUES TO CLEAR

f o r productinformat ionsheetsp lease c a l l

ELEPHONE

A C S I MI L E

01234 273000
234 352207

POWER COMPUTING LTD -
44A/8  STANLEY STREET %OP
BEDFORD M K 4 1  7 R W
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•The E55Entia I guide to Ymiga gaming

System On-line
Take a look at the hates! events and news unfolding in the
Amiga games world

Preview: Tiny Troops
Direct gangs of vertically-challenged people in Lemmings
meets Cannon Fodder

CD-ROM goes public
Millions of games crammed onto single CDs? Andy Maddock
decides if it really is bargain basement

Preview: Citadel
Tina Hackett reveals yet another Dool clone on the pipelines —
this time from Poland

Competition
Win yourself some Sensible Golf goodies in our competition

Budgets
More of the latest chea pies for the skin fints among you

Super Street Fighter 2
Gamer Gold
Gloom
Brutal: Paws of Fury

Camp lieuipws

82

91

92

Preview: Center Court 9 6
Anyone for tennis? Andy Maddock takes a look at Acid Software's latest

99

101

102

84
86
88
94

BEMS
Scala MD1110

Scala s new Mpeg encoding and
decoding card comes under scrutiny

La5E1 Cuidarn
Gareth Lolthouse gives you his guide to
the latest Amiga CDs

Sonnet Doubler 29
Ben Vost looks at a simple way to double
the speed of your Amiga 4000 040

Tune Odder 3 0
Paul Austin gives you a full review of
this acclaimed music package

ED OfiLIP5 3 3
Ne•I Mohr reviews Iwo of the latest
CD-ROM chives to thf the streets

FEnTunEs
Spealier5' (wrier

multimedia Future 5 0
Gareth Lotthouse reports on the people
bringing you the Amiga's mult imedia
future

Mortal lombat 6 l i
Tina Hackett speculates on the future ol
the Amiga as a viable games platform

Super Ilmiga
Is it really possible to make a Super Amiga? Ben Vost thinks so

115sembler

23 Pand5OrliC U
n
due 5 1

its a CO-ROM and rfs a removable hard dive
Its PanasorvesPD Drive reviewed by Ben Vost

r b n

I let iloueltie5

The defacto replacement for the standard
Anse tire system NW Lees checks tote

Gareth tolthouse and Tina Hackett sound out some of the speakers for our Amirps

Collapsing windows form the focus for this months continuing tutorial

63
Ben Vost tries out new versions of Alviosarc,
ACUSeeMe and the Mosaic Hothst

Ami File 5ate 6 0
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HE OUERDISIi5  Pagel1
DFIlddrp55
One of the best-known shareware address
databases, and we've got it on our first CoverDisk

Our second disk is jampacked this month
with splendid tools and utilities:

PNG datatype; epoch Voyager; Yak; PS3M; Play16;
Cyber Sound; Tiff datatype; Text datatype patch; Virus
Checker; Converter Master; Lupe

HEMS
Daus

Adam Raps looks on in horror at the new Amiga once tag H e l p !  Help! Never fear. We're here to give you a hand

USA 165 m P u r i m  SmoR
Denny atkin on the latest developments in the United States

[omment
Ben Vast worms about people walking wfth parrots on theft shoutdets

[Sr
Having asked for more tenets, Ezra gets swamped by one

16

lleHt 155112
on salp
5uptember

9 REDS

38

• • • • • • • ,

Dave Cusick tmwts through the best of the
latest shareware tales

EIMER
STORY

1
1
B

111112HH
Paul Overaa goes loopy in his Amos column this month
tilde°
What are CEI up to? Gary Whiteley wants to find out
MUSI C
Paul Overaa examines MIDI drum machines, their pitfalls and advantages
(I I ITIFTI5
Phil South doles out useful advice for keeping your phone bill down
limos
The final part of the screen info program courtesy of Phil South
Publi5hing
A new version of PageStream and some add-ens for it

AMIGA
Frank Nord looks at bits and
bobs for Amiga productivity

109
Paul Austin checks out Plug-Ins
and Go from Hester Associates

GUIDE

( 7
4

Animation:
the art
of the

matter

See page 57

/Warn Phillips goes
in search of pure

brilliance and finds
the genii behind
H I M  o f  tridatr5

best Ell
animations

5



QUALITY AMIGA PERIPHERALS &  SOFTWARE
VIDEO AND GRAPHICS

0111911001 GEN LOCK
AMITEK FOR A L L  AMI G A COMP UTE RS

•  R io t q u a *  graphics and video memo desa
•  FREE Scala oir100 megr im disk
•  Add rides •md special effects Pp siCieos
•  V i v i  tor  home aod semo-protessronal users
•  Suppola V a n d e n )  Amiga and AGA graphics
•  M or t Ind cutout compoSite videct sagna6
•  Switches beheeen video only, onmpuler only

and miaml praphiCs

Aminet Set 1   E 2 4 . 9 5
gigaLvle , re  software  • ACA 08110

Aminet 5 E 1 4 . 9 5
• •  gdatrpte s or with al
,
.  •  A C A  
O S I O

Aminet 6 E 1 4 . 9 5
• •  99abioas scltiaara ACA moo
Animations Double CD E 1 9 . 9 5
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CDBool 1.0 E 2 9  00
L.( c . m  Alatarwe • itX  lee
Giga Graphics E 2 9 • 0 0
•c• citIO na pe  co 4 CDs -ADO 05041

AMP e l l  •

•  r t

P e
N  P hotogenies- - - ------

IMAGE

• 21.0r1 ottlao
,• M O WS novi.
,• O w e  Moo
• fronamed •  4
• e.eanered •  ,  ,
p o s o o• k i ln
, i r• Masse r • a WOOS&
• 5 0 8  WAX A

ge n-Adnon

PROCESSING

SAVE

P•4111011
PITO

€ 9 9
INC vAT A 4 , 2 2

MEC fi tia tia l
,
• •

morinets
•rs/•14m wt.
1 . M . W . I M M M M r W
. 0 .* . m o i M M M . M E M . W W

,621 d if ••

W•e •
f t e ,

nv is
••••

Setedwer 01 PD classics ACZ 0500

MM4130

F R E E
S CALA
HT100

HOME VIDEO
TITLING PRIX

WO RTH

E 4 9  INCVAT

•  Hardware We Deice.? oraptiec/recleu
•  A O  thru • savirdttr  genk ick  from

being Orrolitned ohm  not in rise
•  Optima/ chrome ley  irdil evadable

September •
P S• Cornmehehmw
f6-p4ge manuat
plus c c d t to r
sleeve

€ 9 9
Inc vAT V o D 2
,
0

CD-ROM DRIVE &  SOFTWARE
OVERDRIVE QUAD SPEED CD-ROM

FOR THE  AMIGA 1200
rms un i t combines  a  CD-ROM dove wi th m e futur e to S m elt Card mteefacee the
PCMCIA s lot Th is  makes for  i n c m d i b l y  convenient and s imple to use CO-ROM
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•  PCMCIA
connection

•  Dy ad speed
mechanism

•  600K/sec data
transfer raze

•  PhotoCD
compatible

•  Multi-sess ion
compatible

•  Flpha most CO' software E 249
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IMAGE MANIPULATION
PHOTOGENICS VI.2

FOR A  1 200 /A4000
• mamputam and Awn( graphics in ,74-tm
•  Swoons popular image formals Including •IPtCl

GW (FT , ' M O M  arta many (1)Core
•  M O T *  tmaoe Ottng
•  Reat- ttme H A W  &splay

•  Open design Jets you to add you,
own kuders . sayers or  effects

NEW VERSION

E 5 4

SCALA MULTIMEDIA

• hnerds MEV and sunitAM totem' Nes
• 51,1,04105 atr-ir• PCX e e t o r C O  aod

gnat
, 
O t
e r
o '  
N
W

roMarS

•  EA•I t o  use
woryheatd layout

Light ROM E 3 9 • 0 0
b50,ab1  3D cbsb:EL images etc • AEI. 010C
Meeting Pearls Vol, II   E 9 . 9 5

aic Sre sl F D scftware  • ACM u500

Terra Sound Library E 1 9 _ 9 5
, so r. . n :1  fins A C T  CAW

The Light Works _ _ _  C39-00
F l are r, rg  ;wi n g s • ACT 0500
UPD Gold C 2 9  95
Enloe PO i trary OM 4 1 :04  ACL I  MCC
Zoom £ 1 9 . 0 0

IMAGE FX  v 2 . 0
Foss ALL AmIGAS •  4 0
-
1 4 2 , 1 1 1

PreSePrenn
.M A IM

•  import Ck‘lawe
Paint an1
sender
loroldlerdS

• PTO.ressrarn
, wooly lopes

and tanaitions

E 2 9 9
NC VAT A S S  '042

RAM UPGRADES
A500 5121( (no clock) _  £20.00
Take, an A503 Ircen 512K 10 l i t  - RAM 0505

A500 5121( (Mc c l oc k _  E25.00
t„..• .. an  A-500 trOrn 512K to i s t  -
R A M  0 5 1 0A500 Plus lmb   E 3 0 , 0 0
r A 5 0 . 0  bora W I  to -  RAM 0520

A600 lbib (no clock)  E 3 0 . 0 0
an Afdte  horn We  to 2sea • RAM 0606

A600 1Mb (inc clock) _  E 4 0 , 0 0
ao,.. An AROGITom In t.  to 25.41 n i a a  0610

Hawk -  No FPU E 9 9 ( 3 0
iNgii 32(04 RAM board. bie populated
ari l  i n a o r e l  once R A M  121e

i t  M
I  i
a
r l

IRANI
 - ,  • . • . •W O  _

RAM UPGRADE &
MATHS ACCELERATOR

OPTIONS
FOR THE  AMIGA 1200

BUILT-IN
BATTERY
BACKED
CLOCK

•  %QS  straight MAO A l200 AVOW,'
I l l  soi•erang required

•  uptredeabie FAST RAM Idard to 1. Z
4 or Rut,

•  Uses iodustry standard Screened
SRAM for  easy upgrades

•  Optional Roateng Poor Und • 331tiu or
401aRt Pt CC 66882 cd-proCessor

•  Comprehensive manual wett Mistrattons
•  WOrks oath ad AT200 am A l200H0

We l p ard a
•  Does 'rot mandate your 11200 '
,
t w e n t y
•  Z yew w in e *

00e te tte  03111111$111
* W A  I
se ine n!

• 0 , • • •  fi t 3

•••
▪  
•
•
•
•
•

▪  ••••••11
,

• Ek

INCREASES
SPEED BY
UP TO  3X

FROME 9 9
NC VA1

SEE BELOW

Hawk 2mb N o  FPU £ 1 2 9 . 0 0
Hub Mee RAM bawd. 2140 populated
rind ban./ badi,ric dock - RAM 1220

Hawk 4iab - No FPU C 1 8 9 . 0 0
liwo b t  HAM ' ,e arl 414, ;wo n te d ,
and natte rp badie d ciao. R A M  1.2111

Hawk Elmb - No FPU E 3 2 9 . 0 0
tAn 32-bi RAM Wa tt l i t  Mutated
and nellary barsiaci ciao - RAM I 200

FPI) 33mim For Hawk _ • C5 9 . 0 0
!Orsini ord P U  530 Hawk - UPG 1250

FPU 40mom For Hawk £ 9 9 . 0 0
Cr.ral anl FPI) kg Roth- 1.JPC 1 2
5 5

m
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CONSOLE

MORE THAN JUST  A
GAMES CONSOLE
Critical Zone includes the powerful 32-bit CD'
games console with built-in dual speed CD-
ROM drive, an 11 button controller and 7 top
CD-ROM games. Optional upgrades include
keyboard and disk drive (allowing use of Al 200
software) and an MPEG video playback card
allowing video CDs to be played on the
•  32-Bit processing power
•  Dual speed CD-ROM drive
•  16.8 million colours
•  Plays audio & CD+graphics CDs
•  11 button controller
•  Titles available from £14.99
•  Optional full screen video
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FREE BROCHURES
CALL 0181-309 1111 O R  RETURN T H E COUPON1'a Sada JAdalle '116-N. Sao Home tiiifento P.11 Siena loll n ix e x

ri Please send me an Amiga brochure free * I charge 1
El Please semi &tidied intOrtnalion on the toilovione products

W W I  S.MiS.V5AS: . . .

Company ik  m ule* :

Address   —  . . . . .

 „ —  . . . .

POSIC0de• • ,  • .......

,41,1
Tee IWOraL

Which compager(s), e riy,  do you own'? 2
JAW



Any hopes  t hat  t he  1200  wou ld  b e
released for under E200 have been well
and truly quashed with the news that the
relaunched model will cost  0 9 9 .  This
means the machine will reappear at E50
more than when it left the marketplace in
the summer of last year. The reason given
for such an increase is the cost of higher
charges for rushed manufactunng, casing,
and the increased cost of DRAM_

The 98020-based 1200 is expected to
hit UK  h i gh  s t reet s  a t  t h e  e n d  o f
September with a max imum of  60.000
allocated to British distributors.

The biggest shock, however,  are the
prices rumoured for the re-release of the
4000T -  alter an American dis t ributor
announced that  they  were to sell t he
4000T for $3,500, Amiga Technologies
fired back saying that this simply wasn't
the case and no price had been decided
upon yet.

Since then, a meeting has taken place
in Philadelphia where several key figures
from Escom/Amiga Technologies including
Petro Ty s c ht s c henk o,  S e n i o r  V i c e
President of Escom and General Manager
of Amiga Technologies, and many distribu-
tors f rom round America,  at tended to
discuss the Amiga's  future in the US.
Apparently at the top of  the debating list
was price.

The rumoured cost for the 4000T will be
in the $2700 region -  the reason given
was the ex pens e of  part s  being put
together costing that much.

A surprising plan also unveiled is that
the 4000T will receive no advertising from

8

N E W S

Do limiga5 in F5com 5ho1J5
It has been confirmed by Petro Tyschtschenko.
Senior  Vice Pr esi dent of  Escom and Gener al
Manager of Amiga Technologies,  that the Amiga
will not be appearing in any of the Escom shops
dotted rourfd the country. The reason for this deci-
sion was explained by Tyschtschenko: "We used
to stock the Apple range in our  shops but it was
unsuccessful.  We would need people who were
Amiga educated but the Escom shop staff are very
much geared towards the PC."

Instead,  i t l ooks l ike the mai n bul k of  sales
will be made thr ough the i ndependent retailers
and any chai n stor es that deci de to come on
board.

A m i g a  C o m p u t i n g
O C T O B E R  1 9 9 5

naus
Oil RR PHILLIPS

limiga prim 5hodi
Amiga Technologies in the States on its
relaunch -  Tyschtschenko told Amiga
Computing that any advertising would be
handled by the distributors themselves.

There will be some 1200s winging their
way to the US of A. Johnalhan Anderson,
the n e w general  manager  o f  Amiga
Technologies UK,  explained: Th e  States
will be taking the 1200 in small numbers
but we've found the American consumer
prefers the lower-style type computer and
not the look of the 1200."

As for the 40001's relaunch into Britain,
according to one UK company,  Whit e
Knight Technology ,  they  were told by
Silica, the distributors, that the high-end
machine will definitely be released in the
040 version at the confirmed retail price of
£1,900 + VAT. It will come with 2 meg chip
RAM. 4 meg FastRAM and a 1.2 gig SCSI
2 hard drive.

The fact that for this price there will be
no monitor or CD drive inc luded in the
setup has drawn gasps of horror from both
sides of the Atlantic. Also, the 060 version
to be released later on is rumoured to cost
an est imated E2,150 + VAT. No-one at
Amiga Technologies was  able to give a
definite answer on pricing at the t ime of
going to press.

Tyschtschenko also commented that
they still weren't sure how they were going
to market the 4000T on its arrival in the
UK: 'The US market is very buoyant and a
good market for the 4000T, but we're still
planning what we'll be doing for Europe -
Fes a very niche market for the machine."

Meanwhile,  t he manufac ture of  the

machine is  taking place in a factory near
Bordeaux in France by a company called
Solect ron.  F o r  y o u r  £ 3 9 9 ,  A mi g a
Technologies is  throwing in software as
part of  a bundle t o go along with the
machine.  The Scala MM300 has  been
announced as a package that will go with
the system, but  it 's doubtful the package
will ever appear for the floppy-based 1200,
Anderson commented: -
T h e r e ' s  n o  
p o i n t  
i n

including the Scala system with a floppy-
based 1200 with no hard drive i t  would be
impractical. The 1200 with a hard drive
though is much more practical and useful.'

Questions are still being asked about the
size of hard drive that will be provided a
figure floating around currently is 170Mb.

Bad news, though, came in the shape of
the CD32 -  apparently there are no plans
presently for resuming the console in the
States or the UK other than being possibly
used as  a  k ey  t ec hnology  f or  k iosk
displays. This  was  verified by Jonathan
Anderson, but he hastened to point out that
there are deals  going on wit h various
companies including a Canadian bank to
use the CD32 in the commercial arena.
The future of  the FMV cartridge is looking
decidedly shaky as well if reports are to be
believed.

There was  a  meet ing bet ween the
general managers of all the European sub-
sidiaries on 3 August where many matters
such as pricing, distribution and much more
were resolved. Any official news will have
to wait though until the press conference to
be held by Amiga Technologies  on 16
August. More news next month,

new lite for IllytaPro
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The muc h-hera lded lands c ape pac k age has
received a useful ally in the form of GeoMomh. The
utility is a landscape morph ing program that allows
the user to create surrealistic fly-by animations.

There are several types of  morph available:
Linear morphs where the entire landscape changes
at a constant rate, accelerated morphs where the
Change accelerates or decelerates, and 'wipes '
where the change starts at one side or corner of the
landscape and sweeps across.

Grow or shhnk trees, empty or fill lakes, change positions of rivers, make clouds that move
and change. plus alter treelines. snowlines and sea levels on the fly. GeoMorph requires
Vista Pro 3 and a system with hard disk and a minimum of 4 meg. Costing $69.95, interested
punters should call Chaocity on 001 805 925 7732.

GoollOorph: Brirsoing now lite  to  VistoPro
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new Arnim on 5how
II you're desperate for a sneak preview of the up-
and-coming Amiga machines.  the "Internat ionale
Funkausstellung" fair is being held in Berlin and
Amiga Technologies ,  together with Es t orn and
Virtual Products, have booked their
own booth. This  is the
first time the Amiga will
be given its official air-
ing since Commodore
crashed.

Held from the 26 August to 3
September.  t h e  1 2 0 0  a r i d
4000T with different configura-
tions and several applications will
be on show tor Amiga fanat ics to

Amigd Technologie5 Oh team Amiga arthiterture
Met  the failed attempt by David Pleasance to buy Commodore
UK as an on-going concern, the new face of Amiga Technologies
based on Maidenhead near the old headquarters of  C=UK has
appeared on the second fl oor of  a high-st reet  rented office.
Heading the team is  Jonathan Anderson, ex-Product Marketing
Executive f or C=UK.  wi t h  s upport  f rom fi v e ot her f ormer
Commodore employees including national account manager Bob
Burrodge and sales manager John Smith.

Anderson is quick to point out "that it s  a real team effort here.
We're working together to make the Amiga an absolute success
on its relaunch"

And for those wondering what happened to David Pleasance
and Cohn Proudfoot, former managing directors of  the UK sub-
sidiary, Anderson sheds a veiled hght on the subject: 'They were
offered a package and subsequently declined the of f er

Multimedia on the inCIPOP
After the announcement of ImageVision from Imagetab last month, another company in the form of Optonica are
on the verge of releasing a mult imedia package in September to rival Scala•s, There are two versions up for grabs
-MM Experience and MM Experience Pro_

The former is aimed at home users allowing the combination of graphics, animations, mus ic  modules, tex t
sound samples and CDXL video into standalone presentations or productions. The package comes with a free
distribution player so that any end results can be circulated among potential viewers.

The MM Experience Pro is suited to the
professional developer want ing to create
CD-ROM-based projects, point of  informa-
tion, and point of sale projects and interac-
tive TV interface systems. Featuring all the
teddies of the standard version, the more
advanced addit ional functions include ani-
mated menus, optimisation for CD, project
management fac ilit ies,  CO32 cont roller
support, ISO prep and ISO build functions,
protect chaining and more,

The MM Experience retails at £39.95 and
the Pro version at E249.95_

Also announced is InfoNexus 2, the file
management  s y s t em,  wi t h  a  hos t  o f
improvements and new functions at £2995
For more details on any of these products,
contact Optonica on 01455 558282.

SAM Expe rie nce : T i, .  la te st  in
multime dia  productskila  Expe rie nce :

The la te st  in  mult ime dia  products

A m i g a  C o m p u t i n g
O C T O B E R  1 9 9 5

gaze over_ Also rearing its head are the much talked
about Virtual I -0's  I-glasses. Exclusively distributed
by Escom in Europe, the glasses are a virtual reality
headset that will allow computer images and televi-

sion pictures to be displayed in them,
and is fully compatible with the

Amiga.  Apparen t l y ,  t h e
glasses have received
positive feedback f rom
the indus t ry  wit h I BM

and Microsoft committing
themselves to support the
new hardware.

Virtua l i-Et's i-g la sse s: Virtua l
re a lity in home  ta ke n a  ste p clo se r

The Amiga is continuing its saturation of
all walks  of  life -  this  month sees the
merger bet ween Delphus  Visuals ,  a
graphics and animation house, and Visual
Space and I llustrat ion, an architectural
computer modelling consultants.

The end result is a collaboration that'll
produce animated walkihroughs and fly-
bys primarily for the architectural commu-
nity and property developers. Us ing the
Cyberstorm 060 accelerator, the company
has big plans  f or the future us ing the
Amiga.

For more details on how to see your
dream home turned into a virtual reality.
contact Simon Wilson on 01633 613300_

neW5 briel5
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make a mouie

the home page

new browser on
the wag

II

In a distinctly tongue-in-cheek move. the
Trade Union's Congress are planning to
open its very own Cyber Canteen at the
forthcoming Congress  f rom the 11-15
September in Brighton. They  are also
unleashing t heir  own web s ite as  a
forum for debate and information. The
address is: http://poptel.org.ukitue

Visitors t o the Museum of  the Mov ing
Image between the 11 and 29 October
are b e i n g  o f f e red  t h e  c h a n c e  t o
cont ribute to an animat ed short  fi lm
called Going To The Pictures as part of
the Get  Animat ed ev ent  being held
there_ I n  c onjunc t ion wi t h  t h e  A r t
Councils web site, The Hub,  Internet
users will be able to download the film
as i l
l s  
m
a d
e .  
T
h
e  
w
e
b  
a
d
d
r
e
s
s  
i
s
:

ht tp: / /www.aceJndx.ac.ukiHub/Hub.ht
ml

Already receiving a warm welcome from
visitors, Amiga Computing's home page
is wait ing to be perused_ For the latest
news, previews and reviews, simply type
in
http://www.demon.co.uktamigacomp

While Netscape aren't  exact ly on the
verge of  releasing an Amiga version of
their now world-famous navigator system,
P'Jami is  a new browser based on the
still-in-development HotJava which has
been winning some acclaim for its unique
features.  Dev eloped by  Sun Mic ro-
systems, they are making the source code
available to anyone wishing to port the
program over to another format. •

To have a chat with the development
team, send some e-mail to the following
address: amiga-hotjava tOmaitiMNet. de

In our art ic le on Colches ter Zoo last
month, we  gav e the impress ion that
Optonica's authoring system Interplay
had been written by Premier Vision, This
is not true and the package was solely
:::reated by the bads at Optonica.

9
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had speed for 1E0
Quad speed CD-ROMs are beginning to infiltrate the Amiga market, ushered along by
the arrival of Silica's Overdrive Quad Speed unit for the 1200 Connected through the
PCMCIA card slot, the CD-ROM is IDE-based and capable of holding up to 650Mb of
information with a transfer rate of 600K/sec.

The makers claim that the Overdrive is also compatible with the majority of CD32
software and has Kodak PhotoCD and multi-session compatibility. The kit will set you
back £249 and can be ordered from Silica on 0181-309 1111.

OaLed•spoed CD-ROM: Offe ring fa st tra nsfe r ra te s a nd
compa t ib ility with  the  m e jo rily of  CO32 softwa re

li5piration5
Cyberscribes wanting to be the next
Davi d Memel ,  Al an Ackybour n,  or
Caroline Churchill. can now visit Allied
Domecq Internet si te where informa-
tion on its arts initiative can be found.
The international drinks and retailing
company has recently set up a compe-
tition for a new playwright somewhere
to win a £5000 development grant for
the most promising script outline.

Al ter  wi nni ng,  the wr i ter  wi l l  be
given expert advic6 to complete the
play and then with extra funding,  the
script will be turned into a reality and
performed on stage.

For more information on the All ied
Domece 1 9 9 5  P l aywr i ght  Aw a r d.
access their site:

http://wwwelemon.co,ukIttyperinterac-
tivelpinywrighthtml

Over the rainbow

This month sees the announcement of a
host of products for the Amiga from Gordon
Harwood. First up is the new ProGrab Plus
package featuring S-VHS compatibility.
Also included is the new version 2.5 soft-
ware and the real-t ime colour frame grab-
ber and digibser costs E129_95_ For existing
users an upgrade is available for E4.95.

For users wanting more power to their
Amiga, Harwood have also announced
several products for customer perusal. The
new 1230-IV board features 50MHz 58030
technology and the Blizzard 1260 Turbo
Board apparently brings the performance of
the Cyberstorm 060/50 accelerator to the
Amiga 1200. The prices for the former are
E199.95 and for the latter, E599_95_

For more info, contact Gordon Harwoods
On 01773 8367151.

More Amiga
products

bersystems have a limited quantity of the excellent Rainbow Ill RTG graphics
• sale_ The Rainbow Ill comes with 4Mb of super fast VRAM and runs under the E

ern. These boards are available for only £275 from Cybersystems on 01843 292150.

A m i g a  C o m p u t i n g
O C T O B E R  1 9 9 5
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A fresh start
The maker of award-winning monitors
liyama have launched two more in the
new f amily  of  redes igned dis play
units_ The 17" and 21" Vision Masters
come with a new set of  controls fea-
turing just three buttons that allow a
variety of  differing functions, With an
on-screen display and ergonomically
des igned c a b i n e t s .  t h e  1 7
MP-8617E (available in September)
costs E575 and the 21" MF-8221E
(available in Oc tober) retails  at  an
expected E1229.

More details can be obtained from
liyama on 01438 745482,

Twisting our arm
You should approach friends who are
members of the Special  Reserve
Discount Club with care — the Club
has a n n o u n c e d  i t s  ' S u m m e r
Membership Drive Arm Twister that is
offering a fiver to any current member
who can introduce a new member tor
more than a year_ The money will be
accredited to their accounts with the
Club a n d  c a n  b e  p u t  t o wa r d  a
purchase.

The o f f e r  e n d s  o n  t h e  3 0
September and for more details. con-
tact Spec i a l  Re s e r v e  o n  01279
600205_

200 PHOMIOR
CeV Des ign hav e announc ed the
arrival of  Zorro 3 Expansion for the
1200 in the shape of  the New Model
4B Chassis_ Due to ship this Auturnr
the unit  offers five Zorro I ll slots, two
Zorro II slots, and a keyboard inter-
face for an external keyboard to make
the 1200 into a full tower case. There
are also two v ideo slots and a CPU
4000 s l o t  p l u s  f o u r  P S / 2  S imM
sockets for memory additions.

For more info, contact CeV Design
on 001 617 942 0209.

Hilted
For those interested in Blitz Basic 2. a
new disk magazine has been unveiled
called Blitzarama. Aimed at beginners
and experts alike, a free copy of the
first issue can be obtained by sending
a S A E  t o :  B l i t z a r a ma ,  8  Th e
Deepway ,  Quorn,  Loughborough.
Leicestershire LE12 8HG.

M o o n
1111inomml
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IDE hard
drives for the Al200 and
A600 computers come com-
plete with fitting
cable.screws, partitioning
software. full Instructions

and 12 months guarantee.
All drives supplied by ourselves are

tested, forrnatted.partitioned and have
Workbench installed for immedi-
ate use.
Fitting is incredbly simple; if  you
can plug the mouse into the
mouse socket, you will be able to
plug the hard drive into the hard drive
socket!
Free fi tt ing for personal callers .

APOLLO Al230
CCELE s R S

1 -
1
1
1 ;
1
1
-

FREEPHO
0500 340credit/switch card sales
fel: 0161 796 5279

for enquiries or
fax: 0161 796 3208

SIREN •/
1
1
,
4

SOFTWARE,
b
i
b
l
e
e

*99 1 7 8  BURY NEW RD,

•
W
H
I
T
E
F
I
E
L
D
,

MANCH ESTER
M45 641F,
ENGLAND

Access, Visa, Switch. Delta.
Connect. accepted

Monday to
Saturday

No.1
FOR AMIGA

ER

Fr.•
ds

We are 50 yards on
right hand side afte

third set of lights
The door to our prem

is next to the
Psychic Centre opposite

the Masons Pub.
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Dcial Summer Sale Prices until 1st October

1
2mb £ 1 1 4 . 9 9
4mb £ 1 7 4 . 9 9
8mb £299 . 99

CD ROM DRIVES
(Power Computing)
with Squirrel £191 .99
INTERNAL REPLACEMENT
FLOPPY DRIVES £44.99
GOLIATH HIGH OUTPUT
POWER SUPPLY E44.99

85mb £ 9 9 . 9 9
125mb L11.4.99
170mb £129.99
210mb £149.99
258mb £174.99
344mb £199.99
510mb c299.99

These feature packed, top qu
are probably the best modems

use with the Amiga. All modems include our

which includes a cable to connect the modem
the Amiga. NCOMM corms software and an
Amiga Guide to Comms,

Features:-
• MNP2-4 error correction
• MNP 5 data compression
• Fax class 1 41 2, Group 3
• Hayes compatible
• 80 page manual
• 12 month warranty
• GP FAX Software 1.39.99
• Termite Software 139.99

Al200 32 bit FASTRAM memory
expansions featuring a battery
backed clock, an accelerator FPU
socket.

oar• l a t i o n .

to

for

SPEEDCOM+8
(14,400 V32b1s)
E 8 9 - 9 9

SPEEDCOM+ET
(19,200 V32Terbo)
E 1 3 9 . 9 9

SPEEDCOM+BE
(28,800 V34 & VFC)
£ 1 4 9 . 9 9

33mhz 68882 FPU £ 5 9 . 9 9
40mhz 68882 FPU E7 9 . 9 9

A600 MEMORY EXPANSIONS
l m b without clock £ 3 4 . 9 9
i m b with clock E 3 9 . 9 9

Our unique and highly rated external Clock
Cartridge will enable your Amiga to contin
store the correct time and date in its own
tery backed memory.
Simply plugs onto the back of the Amiga a
does not invalidate the warranty.
Compatible with ALL Amigas

O M M E I N I M E I V
m m o u P
,

tors simply fit in the trap-
door and are compatible
with the PCMCIA card
slot. They all use standard
12pin SIMMS (upto 32mb1
and include a battery 4 1 1 1 b  E 1 2 9 . 9 9

backed up reattime clock. I  8 m b  £ 2 3 4 . 9 9

Al 2 3 0  TURBO 50  LIGHT
FEATURES:
• 680EC30 processor (no MMU)

running at 50mhz
• 1 simm socket
• Battery backed clock
• Socket for an FPU
ONLY £199.99
Al230 TURBO 28
FEATURES:
• 68030 (with MMU) and

68882 FPU both running
at 28mhz

• Two simm sockets
• Built  In SCSI II interface
• SCSI cable
• Software

ONLY E189 .99

Al230 TURBO 50
FEATURES:
• 68030 (with MMU) running

at 50mhz
• 2 s imm sockets
• Built  in SCSI interface
• Socket for a 50mhz PGA

68882 FPU
• SCSI cable
• Software
ONLY E269.99

Simply fit onto the side of
or A500÷_ Uses standard high
speed IDE hard drive. Can have
up to 8mbs of RAM fitted to it.

A5 0 0 +  1.25mb hard drive £ 1 8 9 . 9 9
A5 0 0 +  4 2 5 m b hard drive £ 2 2 9 . 9 9

A15001A2000  internal  har d cards
avai lable a t  the sam e pr ice.

aftE l l

O NLY £ 1 9 . 9 9
!uk r i _LLD() coE:ace anJ  Dack ire,

S
I
M
M
S

All ph
order

Order NOW for

OPEN
-
.

alle
e.

ONS:

tch

Send cheques or
postal orders

(made payable to Si
Software)

or credit card details to:-



PETRA SI
30 HARTINGTON ROAD, SOU1 I

THE NEW AMOS AGA EXTENSION
IS NOW AVAILABLE FROM PETRA
SOFTWARE.

ORDER T H E  A M O S  A G A
EXTENSION F R O M  AMIGANUTS
NOW A N D  Y O U  WILL RECEIVE
AMOS D I A L O G  PROCEDURES
ABSOLUTELY FREE OF CHARGE!!!

F YOU DON'T BUY ma
Tel: 01703 348943

A SUBSIDIARY CON F



;OFTWARE
PANY OF AMIGANUTS

1 HAMPTON, HANTS. 5 0
1
1 4  O E WTHE AMOS AGA EXTENSION AUTHORISED
• BY MICHAEL PRINCE IS THE MISSING LINK

IN AMOS PROGRAMMING AND IT IS AT  A
PRICE THAT YOU CAN AFFORD!!!

AMOS DIALOGUE PROCEDURES BY JOHN A.
KINSELLA IS LIKE INTOS, ONLY IT IS MUCH
BETTER. WITH THIS PROGRAM THERE IS NO
NEED FOR THE INTERFACE LANGUAGE AS
THIS DOES IT ALL FOR YOU.

I
.

L
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4
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n
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P

OU CAN ONLY CNN
Tel/Fax: 01703 366069



14

N E W S

The price 1501 right ILS_A
l

1r 1 1he US Amiga market  is  cau-
tiously optimistic about Escom's
prospects for reviving interest in

the Amiga on this side of the pond_
New Amiga 4000Ts are on the way  for
US customers, but it  appears at press
time that  Escom don't  believe there's
enough interest in the Al200 over here
to justify releasing an NTSC version in
North America. This  has a large group
of dedicated Amiga followers anxious to
upgrade to AGA but unable to justify an
A4000T upset.

Rumours of  a stratospheric $3.500
price f or a bas ic  A40001 unit  hit  the
nets in July  and nearly  caused even
high-end A m i g a  u s e r s  t o  pan i c ,
However, Escom issued a statement
that no price had yet been set, and it
appears that the units will sell for under
$3000, Even at  that  price,  though,  it
appears that Escom views the A4000's
North Amer ic an  mark et  as  s t ric t ly

Gnawing on a
new Termite

Oregon Res earc h  hav e updat ed
their popular  Termite comms soft-
ware (di str i buted i n the  UK by
HiS of t )  t o ver s i on 1. 10,  w hi c h
sports a number  of new features
and b u g  fi x e s .  A m o n g  t h e
improvements are built-in ZModem
(the program still suppor ts exter-
nal XPR protocols as well). built-in
ANSI and VI 102 terminal  emula-
tions, as well as XEM-based sup-
port for  the RIP graphics terminal
emulation popular on PC BEIS sys-
tems, much faster scrolling, and a
multitasking review buffer.

Other  enhancements  i nc l ude
chat window history, an improved
dialer ,  s u p p o r t  f o r  m ul t i p l e
palettes.  ARexx suppor t  i n the
macr o s u b s y s t e m ,  a n d  a n
improved manual  and quick-refer-
ence card.  Most  of  the naggi ng
bugs t ha t  p l a gue d t h e  i ni t i a l
release have been squashed — I
have yet  to see  a cr ash i n thi s
version.

The update pr i ce in the US is
$10 for a new disk and quick refer-
ence c a r d,  o r  S 1 5  w i t h  t h e
i mpr oved manual  a s  wel l .  For
more information, contact Oregon
Research. 16200 SW Pacific Hwy..
Suite 162, Tigard, OR 97224 USA;
phone (503) 620-4919: l ax (503)
624-2940: or  e-mai l  or res@tele-
port.com. (Contact HiSoft for  U.K.
update information.)

llennq lltkiii report5 t117 the IN Mall i
-
P r 5 unrertaintq about the new fimiga

parkage dnd prire

SoftWood, once the tiny publisher of a few top-notch
productivity programs, are branching out to become
one of the big players in the US Amiga market, The
company recent ly purchased the assets of  now-
defunct New Horizons, and now they've announced
that they'll be carrying Phase 5 hardware products in
North America, including the Cybervision 64 graph-
ics card. Blizzard 1230-III accelerator and 1220-4
RAM board, Fastlane Z3 SCSI card, and Cyberstorm
060 accelerator for the A4000. Other exciting news
is that SoftWood have hinted that the company will
be working with Phase 5 to bnng 68060 accelerators
to the Al2011 A2000, and A3000 series as well

In the meantime, Final Writer is seeming to be an
oddly inappropriate name for the company's word
processor. SoltWood has now released version 4 of
this 'Final' program. The updated version now sports
an improved user interface with click-tab access to
pages, sections, and requester areas, making many
functions a click or two away and saving the trouble
of working through layers of requesters.

Casual writers  will appreciate the addit ion of  a

A m i g a  C o m p u t i n g
n e — r t
-
I n c e a
I  
n
o  
a

high-end v ideo,  Despite the Amiga's
superior OS, it's hard to justify spending
$2995 for a 25-MHz, 6Mb A4000T with
a 540Mb hard drive and no monitor,
when the same money will buy a name-
brand 120MHz  Pent ium system wit h
16Mb. 1.2Gb of hard drive space, a 17-
inch monitor,  and a quad-speed CD-
ROM drive,

Despite a  g rowing  c onc ern t hat
Escom h a v e  n o t  o n l y  p i c k ed  u p
Commodore's  hardware line,  but  also
their market ing prowess, a number of
US companies are still working hard to

SoftWood branche5 out

The CompuServe Informat ion Serv ice
(CIS), home to four Amiga forums and the
only US online service with easy access
from the UK,  has announced dramat ic
price cuts. The network 's  hourly  rates
have dropped from 14.80 an hour to $2.95
per hour, and the $9.95 monthly fee now
inc ludes fi ve hours  of  access  t o al l
services,

Revamped software is on the way for
the Mac and PC, but it remains to be seen

lrAtoin

provide new products for Amiga users.
DKB has a 68060 board in the works
(look for details next month), Final Writer
4 just  shipped, and Oregon Research
has u p d a t e d  Te r mi t e ,  t h e  o n l y
commercial terminal program available
in the US.

professional grammar checker to the program, as
well as the ability to pull up readability statistics. And
if you've cursed Final Writer's mechanism for select-
ing bold and italic text, you'll be happy to know that
it's finally been made simple. The upgrades  only
$30 from any previous version.

In the US, contact SoftWood at  (800) 247-8330
(voice);  f a x  ( 6 0 2 )  4 3 1 - 8 3 6 1 ,  o r  e - m a i l
7 5 3 0 0 . 6 7 0
4
4 c o m p u s e
r v e . c o m  
f o r  
m o
r e  
i n f o
r m a t
i o n .

European users should contact their local distributor,

01PallUO of the (15

Final Writs,
4 sports a n
improvatt

Inta rtaca .
a s won a s a
formnsnar
ottockor

whether CIS will support Amiga develop-
ers who want to create front-ends for our
favourite computer Hopefully they will, as
it appears CIS isn't going to update the
text-based port ions of its services, b
rather concentrate on building its Mosa
like graphical user interface.

CompuServe also announced that
they're going to create a second service
code-named WOW!, that will be geared
more towards novice computer users.
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COMPUTER CENTRE

HOW TO ORDER
Order by phOrla quoting your credit card
number. I f paying by theque pl" ase make
payable to "FIRST COMPUTER CENTRE"
In any correapondence please quote a
phone reerber, post code & Dept Allow
5 working days for cheque clearance

SHOWROOM ADDRESS;
DEPT. AC, UNIT 3, ARMLEY PARK
COURT, STANN1NGLEY RD,

LEEDS, LS12 2AE.
t  * e p o s

FOR AVAILABILITY
4000T 040 25mhz L2179.99

A4000T 060 50mhz £2469.99
Specifications

A4000 Tower Case, 61•16 Memory,
1.16 H.Deraary Soppy drive, 11 Gig.

SCSI Drive, Scala MM-100 Prenscalled.

New!! Amiga Al200
•Christmas 95 Pack'

 an •••• ••••••• . * N !into a• p.O.g So
pPoso••11.0 - -

Only!! £389.99
Al NO with I 701Mb HardDrive

Only!! £489.99
Get your order in early as

UK stocks are limited.
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Tab Floppy Drives
SONY Deluxe 3.5"External

Drive only!!! C4 9 . 9 9
Or000F switch , Through pest._ An ti -d i rk

An n -vin o  warit,h , I I  mo n th  warvan ty amt •
tough durable metal case. Worio 047 SP

Amixas. Excellent value,

X L  I  .4 4 Ext driveONIT!' £ 8 4 .9 9
A
l  
2
0
0
1
6
0
0  
l
o
t
e
r
n
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l  
d
r
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e  
£
3
9
.
9
9

A  5 0 0 i 5 0 0
-
1
-
1 n t e r n a l d
r i v e  
£ 3 9
. 9 9

Printers

g o i r
1118=1112M1513

Consumables
Ri bbons

Wien SvriltiABC mono L 1 - 9 9
lutes Swift ABC colour 1 1 1 9 9

Star LC90 mono ribbon ( 4 , 9 9
LC 10;100 mono 1 0 . 6 9
LC I 8' IOC colour 7 . 9 9

Star LC240c toiour E 1 3 . 9 9
rLC140r mono £ 8 . 9 9
r LC240 MOOD 0 . 9 9

Star LC24- I 011000100 Colour I
I 1 . 9 9Reink Spray for mono ribbons L I  1.19
MOST OTHER MAKES AVAILABLE

P RE MI E R- I NK
Car t r i dge  Refil ls

vs a  fe rlo n o  in  ru sti n g  co sts m t h  ro u e
i n
-
b
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b
b l
e  
j
e
t
.  
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m
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b
l
o  
i
h
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H
P

Deselet series, Canon I l l  91201110
,
0 0 1 9 0
,

301
.
130
,  
S t
a r  
S
M
.  
C
r
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n  
P
r
o
l
e  
a
n
d  
m
a
n
y

• them Full tenet of colours available_
Single refills ( 2 1 m 1 )  £ 6 . 9 9

wm refills ( 4 4 m 1 )  1 1 2 . 9 9
hrost colour kit 166m1) £ 1 9 . 9 9

Full colour kit (8 8 m1 ) £ 2 7 . 9 9
Bulk 1 2 5 m 1 )  / 2 4 . 9 9

M isce lla n e o u s
Printer Switch Box 2 way
Printer Switch Box 1 way
Printer Stands (Universal)
I M e tre  printer cable
3 Metre printer cable
5 Metre printer cable
10 Metre printer cable
ardiel port extension cable

I I  2.99
07.99

0 .9 9
(4.99
t6.99
/11.99

(1199
919

I
n
k 
C
a
r
t
r
i
d
g
e
s

Canon 13.11 01Star SI148 1 1 9 . 9 9
Canon Elj2001130 1 1 9 . 9 9
Canon 13130 (3 pack) £ 1 3 . 9 9
Canon1311C 70 mono (1 pack) £ 1 0 .9 9
Canon BIC 70 colour (1 pack) 1 1 6 .1 9
Canon BJC 4000 colour (single)1 1619
Canon 111C 4000 mono (single) 0 .9 9
Catt0 f1  N C  4 0 0 0  llo O n tn e e  ,
i r  0 8 . 9 9C a n o n  B i C  6 0 0 e  f r I O n e t a c k d a p  1
1 0 , 4 9Canon 111C 600e c
o l o u
r   /
5 . 9 9

HP.Deskiet colour 0 6 , 9 9
HP . Desklet double m ono ( 1 4 . 9 1
HP. Deskjet 660 double mono L25.99
HP-Deskiet 660 colour t  27.99
Epson Stylus mono £ 1 5 . 9 9
Epson Stylus colour £ 3 1 . 9 9
Star 51144 monotcolour (single) £5.99

Cov e r s
All printer dust covers ( 5 . 9 9

Paper
apply on ly wise•o orchwe d wi th  p p m . ,

o r  p o r t  ba s e d chrec f r o n t  I fi e  s how n: w pm
Fanfold (tractor feed) SOO sheets 14.99
Fanfold (tractor feed) 1000 sheetst5.99
Fanfold (tractor feed) 2000 sheet:nil 299
Single sheet 500 sheets £ 4 . 9 9
Single sheet 1000 shoots 0 3 9 9
Single sheet 1000 sheets ( 1 7 . 9 9
Epson Stylus 710 dpi paper pock E22.99

Citinerr In, 100; Ihteb t5 00 when pardaseed
aehro.e printer

Printe r repair specialises ...a su

LOW COST DELIVERY
•Standard delivery L I  .95
•2-3 Week Days ( 2 . 9 5
'Next  Week Day £ 4 . 9 5
Delivery sublect to stock ovoikibility
SAD prices include VAT @ 17.5%
'Large showroom with parking
•Multi-million pound company
*Overseas orders welcome
*Educational purchase orders welcome

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
P••,now•• • • • • • • • • • • • • ,a• • • • • • • • • • -•  l• • • • • • • • • • •
homanriostakannower Aibmiadr•••••tionenamobni

•••••••••••••••••••ymmoblownwoman0.111100.

Hard Drives
3.5" Har d

Disk Drives
wi th Al  2001

600 install kit
(We  ratornmand LS"

drivat let On .  by qualaW
compute r nn• • • • • r.)

inc. software, cables and instructions
260Mb-L 119.99 5 4 0 M b-L1 6 9 .9 9
EISOMb..111 9_99 1 .0 5 G ig ../ 1 7 4 9
3.5" Hard Drive upgrade kit

only!! 1 18.99
Includes set up software, cables and

full instructions, no Hard Drive.
Fitting se rvice  available if

required.

2.5" Har d Dr ives for
A6 0 0 / A I 200 with

instal lation kit
inc. software, farrows. cable,

and instruction'

AMAZING 80Mb-L89.99
LOWEST I  3011b...E 109.99
PRICES 250Mb...L 139.99
EVER 3 4 0 Mb. . . L  I 89.99
MI  dress* S s  I t o  hops , • • • • • • •  C• n t re  • • • •
• • • • • • • • • I I  ,-,•••••  ••••••••• • • •  t e o v a  .0 so ft..

I SS•  r u m p . . . Wk s

WHEN IT COMES TO HARD
DRIVES WE ARE THE CHEAPEST

AND THE BEST SO CALL US FIRST

• -
X
i 
..
,
1
•
-
•
-
•

AMIGA REPAIR
CENTRE

W . rikeiFISEEo-oon:nmen,
Arnie sur an, p u n p l i (n timib le k
peintenetcj. A
dwirernarritot
lost 13.00ei
PAPPI rdO r
alternatively's.,
cannot Our
Iluverearn_Wo
can •••••••trange a
courie r pkidup

o ft I 1.00.

CD ROM Drives
aluta.
ACD-300

Lanni.rOanwommo•  -
•  SCUP w i n e . ON LY
•  NISpotspdpnatrmpabe 3 1 1 • • • • • • • • • • •
•  Apollo 6 9 . 9 9
•  b o n . ,  K a .  1 5 1 e . . • • • • 1 1 "  C O

PRIMA Shareware CD ROM
valued at £9.59 F iliffl  with every

order for the AI WA ACD-100 dove

Sanyo-H94A2
mm
e L I  
2 6 . 9 9

• 32011. Acre,. ornery 1004(B Tonder ram.
NEC 6X16a
r
. .a 
£ 3 1
2 . 9
9

• 111011 Acorn time • 900 KB 'Irmster
•  Fully SCSI it compatible  •  Si, we e d  dive r
GVP 40084-- L  I 29.99
SCB II =ternca card ketlig beir
Squirrelscsilnr,rface £45 . 00
When bought yeah E 5 4 . 9 9  separate.

Scanners
Power Scan v4_ £ 8 9 . 9 9
216 tu a t 047 AGA Amps lA O a k  ADP AGAPower Scan Col L I 74.99

21 bit “ a n n e r .  117 roach Wow.
Al pha Scan 800 £ 9 9 . 9 9

KM de. 236 Ocala works on el Mokpo
Alpha Scan 256 L  I 39.99
r•••.  5 i ps s i g
•
1 4 1  
C F 1 .  
s u b
w a y
s  
H
D  
r
e
o  
t
o  
m
a  
O
C
R

Epson GT8500 L549.99
Col our Ri ote d PCSOAPPe PSPSI NI CSk  a orw hc •1 •4 6  r

Daplorrowa inenng avite ank ;aim (0999

Monitors
A l l  t p u r  1 1 1 M i E C I I ,  u c t t f . l n  t u  U K

maccilk manor A l l  mo n i to r*  co m a
comple te  wi t h  conne cting  te ari e .

Microvitec
Autoscan 1438

dp• , 1 5 1 1 1  X i t i ,  a l l
aurora niciaes,  A O A
consonitita. Mu wale, tilt
•  swweil stand,

only £274.99
-A 100's roger's? or. odaptor /6.99

suemrodAmodens 286
•  on in....we s  M on)  •  coo
•  Us e r  •  Ppdo•cpts knowspo D o l o p a i p p
•  SPol  S o m a .  •  Ra ps  PEON
•  PoloCtenon Sot tupp•

only  LI • ; S 791
1
"

3 1 1 1
e l l i d
l i b t a
d e i n  
I

l I t  m a n  *no tali 14400 h e w . .  Willie ,
V.12046. V I I ,  VV. 1004P1.1. V 4 .  V4204c Cie*, i

t  1 c•••••• • • • • , 1600140e G•••••  1 0• •  • • • • • • • •  Opp.

. . . s p. . ,  "P p m *  Ipso l a y  a l *

. •  p

onl 1 1 5  . 9 9

r.
I I I I I I I
I IBEST BUY

now only £96.99

S uf f fi l FAJ I MO de i n I 44LC
V.32 bis (14400 baud)

Lops • pa s p y * ,  Popp m e m  0 3 1 E•  Pap Ada m's
Sppososp am Sopiom bow Amp I bp  pooh pond LEO Opplop

Soappos modponsp pps not BAIT  • • • • • • • • •  1••••• • •  Thep
•• • • • • • , ,  • •  a  S  s k on  aka poorSpron S L AT  • • • • • • •
* S u p r a  Ploploporpo lomon • S FAA.  Sons .  s o m a . ,

New
Low
rice

WE ARE PREFERRED USR DEALERS

onl y  L 9 3 . 9 9
Matu re s V3 4 , 10 ,100 I F S ,

OAST approved01.4 alum)

SpOttifte 44 03499
Amazing price reduction on
Courier Dual Swidard V34+
(287.99 Now 33.600 brpr.

Alp
COIT
,
Ult

Disk labels
SOO £6.99
1000 £9.99

Re-Mark-ltdisk labels* 10 L2.49
10 Capacity box / 0 . 9 9
SO Capacity lockable  box E 3 . 9 9
IGO Capacity lockable  box E5 .4 9
90 Capacity Bans box £ 1 0 . 9 9

'ISO Capacity Posso box C 2 0 •9 9
I 00 Capacity CD holder t  4.99

•add LI 00 Onivery If pordosale ant one Pima
or Rana box Hommel delnefr *ben purchased
wall oder product or when buying 2 or more

crry Bulk DSIDD Brande(
III
SO
SO

1
0
0
200
SOO

1000

3.49
£9.99

tl5,99
09.99
£52.99

£115.99
011.99

(4.49
El 1.99
01399
L15.99
1E63.49

04199
£253.99
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1 Per ipheralsViper1128MMU 1145.99
Viper!! 40 EC L I  89 .99
Roboshift MK I £ 9 . 9 9
NewMega Mouse+ £12.99
Mega Mouseiood
i
• L I  
1 . 4 9

True Mouseioodp 110.99
Crystal Trackball £34.99
ZyFi-2 Speakers £28 .99
ZyFi Pro SpeakersL57.99
Amiga Modulator £34.99
Amiga PSU £ 3 4 . 9 9

SPEC I AL L I M I TED  OFFER "
Workbe nch 2.1 softwa re

upgrade
only £29.99

Kickstart 2_04 L 3 0 . 9 9
Kickstart 2.05 (for use in A600) 00 .99
Fatter Agnes 1117S. I 6 £ 2 6 . 9 9
Super Denise £ 1 8 . 9 9
6571-0326 Keyboard controller/ 13.99
CIA 13510A LIO controller I I  0.99
68882 CoPrn 25rithr PLCC 0 4 . 9 9
681152 Ca Pro 33mhz  P LCC 1 4 4 , 9 9

Torbote ch re a lt ime  clock
cartridge  L17 .99 013 any Amiga

Te le phoneEmad 0 1 1 . 3  2 3 1 - 9 4 4 4
24 HR MAI L ORDER SERVICE F A X : 0 1  13 231-9191 A
. . ,NEW! SIBS Sales & Technical  line TEL:  0 I  3 231- I 422. IP

s u Pr in F AJ t a lk lo t ie m

EASY ACCE S S  F RO M  M6 2 . I I I  am !  th c A l

* O wl we  P o o  se M1 navy ispi W W 1  taw 4643 Demi • •
Ir• • •  6.6,41111 F A. .  o r. le  All n n
,
m 7 1 4  
e i t h O o t A r t 0 4

Wan lean UI*MIIp.y. oiatiefil aoatio.n.1•3:
....P i to et alleartaokaowneartiveionino SAN* rIMPI

•
PRIMA ASOO S I II. RAM Pio clocky. I 9.99
PRIMA ASKI Plus I l ib  RAM £ 2 9 . 9 9
PRIMA A6410 I M b RAM (no clock)L29.99

RAM Expansion
PRIMA

Realise the full potentia l of your
Al 2047 with the  P rima Technologle•

trapdoor RAM ee I o n ,  Includes real
nolo doc k ,

1 M B RAM L 8 9 . 9 9
2 MB RAM L I 7 5 . 9 9
4 P4B RAM 1 1 8 9 . 9 9

MB RAM  0 1 1 , 9 9
1 M B& .31MHz C OPR O £ 1 6 3 .9 9
4 MB & 31M Hz CO PRO L 2 I  4.99

MB & 31M Hz CO PRO ( 3 5 7 .9 9
Part exchange available  on your

old me mory,  Ca ll for pricing.
A500,500+(600 RAM Ex

Disks/Storage.

CD ROM Software

amion

Memory Modules
I Mb 71 Pin S1MM £ 3 9 . 9 9
1Mb 72 Pin S1MM 0 9 . 9 9
4Mb 72 Pin SIMM L 1 1 0 , 9 9
5Mb 71 Pin SIMM 1 2 6 1 - 9 9
16 Mb 72 pin SIMM L 3 9 9 . 9 9
IMb 30 pinSIMM 1 3 4 . 9 9

4Mb 30 pin S1MM 0 1 0 . 9 9
256 by 4 DRAM(DILs) (e a ch)L6 .9 9
I Mb by 4 Z1PPS ( e a c h ) L 3 1 . 9 9
256 by 4 ZIPPS f e a c h ) L S . 9 9
Part exchange available  on your

L o ld  me mory,  Ca ll for prii&isk ,

low low
Prices

THE BIGGEST SELECTION IN THE COUNTRY
ALL AT THE BEST PRICES-FROM THE N0,1 IN CD-ROM
11 Bit Collection ( Double)
I I  Bit Continuation
I 711it Phase 4
I 7 SitILSO compendium I
I 7 SitA.S0 compendium 1

Adult Sensations (Over I 8's)
Aminet 5
Aminet 6
Nese Aminet 7
Arnaset collection (lost let 4
NewilAntrs  User, C D  Ver
Animations (Double)
Assassins (Double)
BC! Not i
RCINet
CAM (Double)
CD.PD I
C OAD
CD-PD
CD-PD 4
Demo CO I
Derrso CD1
Euroscene
Fractal Universe
Fresh Fiala
Gateway
GoldFish I

C211.99 Goldfi sh 2 t 1 4 . 4 9
114.49 G ra ils Sensations L 1 7 . 4 9
1E14.49 NowlI G r oilers En cyt in p
,
d u  1 2 5 , 9 9
116-99 I llusions in 30
116.99 L ig h t  ROM £ 2 9 . 9 9
LI 7 .99 L ig h t  Works 4 2 9 . 9 9

11.49 M a gic Illusions 1 1 1 . 4 9
(14,49 M e e t i n g  Peat-1st 1 9 . 9 9
L14.49 M e e ting Pearls II 1 9 , 9 9
L14.49 MultoMedia Toolkic 2 (2sCID's) (2 7 .9 9
116.99 N e twork CO 2 - 4 9
t I 7.49 N e w  Pricer( Prim C D  Vol. I 1 9 . 9 9
t I 619 Professional Girl / 1 7 . 4 9

/8.99 Professiona l Utilities ( 1 7 . 4 9
I 1.49 Sounds Terrill( (Double) / 1 7 . 4 9

£22.49 Spa ce  And Astronomy ( 1 6 , 9 9
(8.99 Spe ctrum Sensations L 1 7 . 4 9
11.99 T h e  Beauty citChaos L 1 1 . 4 9
/11.99 N a w F T  en on Ten pack ( IINCO's)  /1 5 .9 1

t  1 /99  N e wffl i PO Gulf.] CD (4 a CD's) £ 2 7 .9 9
18,99 NevAINVoria Of PMU9S £ 1 2 . 9 1
(0.99 W P D  Hottest 4 1 1 7 . 9 9

111.49 WP0 1 -kitte st L 1 7 . 9 1
117.49 W ie rd  Science Fonts 1 1 1 . 9 1
t17.49 W e ir d  Science Clipart 1 8 . 9 1

(8.99 W ie r d  Science Animation t 1 6 _ 9 1
24 49 N o m e ? ,  -.yr E 1 1 3 , 9 5

FREE!! Prima Shareware CD-ROM worth LI 0
with every order of CD-ROM software over £30 ,
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onathan Pot t er  says  he won ' t
carry on.  Games  publishers say
it's t he reason they 've dropped

the Amiga. Big Amiga names like ASDG.
Gold Disk ,  Ne w Horiz ons  and  Digi t a l
Creat ions  have al l  dropped be low t he
horizon for one reason or another. It's not
necessarily all connected with piracy, but
it has to be said that piracy on the Amiga
is rife.

Somet imes  p e o p l e  u s e  p i r ac y  a s
an excuse bec aus e the only  way  they
can get  t o s ee a  piec e of  s of t ware in
these Amiga shop-f ree days is  to get  a
dodgy copy of it f rom a friend. This is par-
ticularly t rue of  serious software -  shops
are pret ty  much guaranteed to be able
to s e l l  a  E 2 5  g a me .  b u t  a  p i e c e
of s o f t ware  re t a i l i ng  a t  E250? Th e y
aren't likely to want to take the chance it
doesn't sell.

The s o f t ware  c o mp a n i e s  c a n  g e t
around t his  to s ome ex tent  by  mak ing
more demo versions of their software, lim-
ited t ime  vers ions ,  s av e dis abled ver-
sions. versions where you can only use a
tiny area of the screen. It would help peo-
ple make the decis ion to buy and would
probably result  in increased revenue for
the c ompany They  will,  of  course,  s t ill
have the problem of ensuring a wide dis-
tribution of  these demo versions, but with
magazines pant ing for new material and
the Internet becoming ever more popular,
only t he ins ular of  companies  wi l l  fi nd
themselves with difficulties.

But t he area hit  hardes t  Is certainly
games. People r ip games  of f  lef t ,  r ight
and c ent re_ I t ' s  n o t  j u s t  a n  A mi g a
phenomenon -  every week in the leisure
c omput ing t r a d e  m a g  C T W ,  s o m e
company or other is  c laiming they have
lost millions  of  dollars  (billions  in some
cases) in revenue owing to pira-y. This is
sometimes because a pirated • s i o n  of a
game is In some way improved, giving the
player endless lives or the ability to install
the game onto a hard drive,  and I may
be in a t iny  minorit y ,  but  I  won' t  buy  a
game that won't  take advantage of  extra
RAM,  proc es s or  power  o r  addi t iona l
floppy drives.

I'm also not keen on games that don't
install on a hard drive. Perhaps it s  about

Thp final NB

A m i g a  C o m p u t i n g
O C T O B E R  1 9 9 5

If lommodore 178517Y —
killed the limigo, perhap5

pirarq will Bell 1105t
1011lf5 dt all Mel Mole

dangerou5 problem

t ime games  c ompanies  look ed t o t he
somewhat higher end of the market. After
all, who's  more likely to buy a game -  a
person who actively expands their Amiga
and is  wil l ing to spend money  on it ,  or
s omeone whos e only  inv es t ment  has
been a joystick?

Escom n e e d  t o  h a v e  a  c onc re t e
software strategy in place. It's all very well
gett ing the hardware back in place,  but
wit hout  c o mp a n i e s  l i k e  A S D G  a n d
LucasArts back in the fold,  serious  and
games users  of  the Amiga may  as  well
give up  now and get  t hat  Mac  or  PC.
Perhaps, like Microsof t ,  Escom need t o
have an in-house software team creating
new word processors, games  and image
processing packages. They could afford to
get the best programmers out  there, par-
ticularly those in the public  domain and
shareware fields, and really  bring some
quality sof tware back  onto our beloved
platform.

Added rev enue f rom s of t ware s ales
could h e l p  t o  bo ls t e r  R& D budget s ,
pus hing t he Amiga  bac k  t owards  t he
forefront of  computer technology -  where
it belongs and was ten years ago. We are
getting faster base level machines with a
greater capacity for RAM, and hard drives

CHAIRMAN Richard Hease
MANAGING DIRECTOR la ir  Bloomfield

•

We regret Amigo Computing cannot offer technical
help on a personal basis either by telephone or in
writing. All reader erbqunes should be submitted to
the address in this panel for possible *lit-Aims
Amiga Computing a ar independent pubkcooan and
Commodore Minns Machines lid are not responsitie
for airy of the erodes in this asue or for an of the epos

ions expressed.
4199S IDG Media No material may be

reproduced in whole or in part without written
permispon While every care is taken, the pidolish-
en cannot be held legally reponsible for any errors

in anicies. listings or advertisements

•

are becoming more and more commo
place,  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  n o  s t agger in
adv anc es  i n  t he  graphic s ,  s ound
operating system technology that powe
the Amiga.

The operat ing system could definite
stand a lit t le more game-friendliness.
you g iv e  programmers  t he tool5_ the
need t o rapidly scroll screens, pl..,s/ ba
animat ions,  o r  manipulat e bobs  In th
OS, publishing houses wouldn't  need
reinvent the wheel with every game th
write. This  won't  improve the situation
a vis piracy, but  it  might  attract some
the game publishers back from other plat
forms where these things are, or will soo
be. taken for granted.

So who is  this  Jonathan Potter? He
the guy  that  s pent  t he las t  f our year
developing Directory Opus, only to thre
len to give it all up because his softwa
is available f rom every pirate BBS in
world.

The 111
- 
t e
a m

IDG
NEW \ I E D I A

For ski yams Amigo Computing has been the leading
magazine for Amiga trodaniasts, As a key member

of the IDG conwnumitations group, Amigo
Computing promism to inform, educate and

entertain its readers each month with die most
dedicated coverage oldie Amiga available,

12 mug subscription i44.11 pig, CHO (EECI
104.9t (Weill

Ongoing quarterly direct Mot ill1,91 (UK oniy)

Printed and bound by Duncan Webb °fleet
(Maidstone) Ltd
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The Fall & Rise in Amiga
Frame Grabbing...

ProGrabTM has caused a Real Fall in the Price of Quality Frame Grabbing
- the Rise in Standards speak for themselves!
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For more information or to get
your hands on the NEW ProGrab

okr l i n e  on

01 773 836781
151111MitsibLIA

or Post/FAX your requirements
on the order form provided to

harwoo
the UK's favourite Amiga Dealer
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The revolutionary NEW S-VHS ProGrae 24RT Plus, with Teletext, is not only the best way to get
crisp colour video images into your Amiga, it also costs less than any of its rivals. This real

time, PALSECAM-NTSC, 24-Bit colour frame grabber/digitiser has slashed the price of
image grabbing on the Amiga, and at the same time has received rave reviews for its ease

of use and excellent quality results. ProGrab Plusn't is now S-VHS compatible too!
ProGrabrm has received honours from just about every Amiga magazine!

And... with ProGrae you needn't be an expert in Amiga Video Technology either...
A simple 3 stage operation ensures the

right results - Real Time, after time.
STAGE
Aiitid-any video source with S-VHS Of COmpOS1Ec uutpuZ. This Lould

be your camcorder. TV with KARI Output, satellite receiver
domestic VCR/player or standard TV signal passing through

your VCR/player the choice is yours.
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STAGE 2...
'Nith VTG-L:rdEDS software. select an image you wish to capture

using the on screen preview window - and Grab (because the
nardvvare grabs frames in real time, there's no need for a freeze frame

facility on the source device!. ProGrab' even includes a Teletext viewing/
capturing facility from either TV or satellite sources. Once grabbed. simply

download and view the full image on your Amiga screen.

STAGE 3...
Use the image with j r yoK favourite Aiord processor DTP or graphics package.
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month's CoverDisks,  you may
have noticed a slight change to

normal. We are now using Commodore's
installer utility to try and make extracting
the archives as easy as possible for you.

To extract any single archive, simply
double-click its icon and follow the on-
screen instructions. If you want to quickly
extract the program to RAM. select the
NOVICE level on the welcome screen
and press proceed once on the current
screen, and then again on the next. The
program can now be found in your RAM
disk.

You also have the opt ion of  using a
floppy disk. If you pick this option make
sure you have a blank formatted disk at
the ready, and if you only have one disk
get ready for lots of disk swapping and a
long wait.
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T h . A110911 insta lle r miods to be  told
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Author:  Dirk  Federlein
Workbench: 2_04

Everyone has an address book of  one
sod or another. Generally they are fairly
tatty things with plenty of scribbles, cor-
rect ions.  and dif f erent  hand wri t ing
styles. What  you need is  a program to
keep all your loved ones ' and f riends'
addresses and phone numbers stored in
a convenient place.

DFA really is the perfect solution. The
program is split into a number of smaller
parts, so the main executable is  small
enough t o k eep in y our  WBSt ar t up
drawer. I f  you ever need to fi nd some-
one's address (WA has a Applcon. so a
quick double-click is all that is needed to
pop up the main DFA screen with a list
view of  all the people in your address
book.

To ins tall you should really  use the
provided installer script as it  is a little
complicated and a number of tool types
have to be set correctly. Other than that,
it should be quite painless as virtually all
the DFA  fi les  are held t oget her in a

The ma in D rA window -  a ll your
friends a nd conta cts ca n be
grouped and liste d from he re

af
t

kid 1 ej

caw. I s  met

17/17/*7 b r i n g 5  golf another double doe
of d15/15, trammed with the be5t litibliP5 MUM;

faim' I

,PC3  H P ,
caw,
Psi #IIIIPItra

10 I

Iblibiik

I VA is sistrome ly configura ble .
I ts fonts,  win d o w posit ion a nd
appearance  ca n  be  cha nge d

This is whe re  you e nte r a ll you fa vourite
people  into your bulging a ddre ss book

single directory. The first thing you will
notice when you run DFA is that is has a
very handy tool bar across the top of its
window.  Al l  t he more c ommon c om-
mands are accessible via this tool bar. If
you are not sure what each icon means,
lust place the mouse pointer over the
relevant  ic on and  it s  f unc t ions  wi l l
appear in the information box at the top
right.

Adding new entries is very straight-
forward. Click on the New icon, which is
the litt le folder icon. This  pops up ano-
ther window with a number of fields. The
form is  fairly standard allowing you to
enter, among other things, the person's
name, address, phone number and up
to three e-mail addresses. You can cur-
sor be t ween  eac h  fi e ld ,  a n d  eac h

L
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person can be plac ed in up to eight
different groups.

Once you have a few people entered
Into DFA you can cursor up and down
the list on the main window A  selection
of their details is  displayed in a small
window at the bottom, or you can v iew
their entire entry by pressing return or
double-clicking.

DFA comes with a fairly comprehen-
sive preference program, along with the
fairly normal window posit ioning and a
choice of  the fonts  it  uses.  You c an
change exactly what  information is dis-
played in both the main address listview
and also the smaller panel listview that
is at the bottom of0FA's  window.

A couple of DFA's  more unusual fea-
tures is that it  has been designed with
network use in mind. Therefore, a num-
ber of  people c an s hare  t he s ame
address book over a network  without
any of  the usual read/writ e confl icts.
The other unusual feature is that if  you
have a modem at tached,  and then a
phone connected to your modem,  you
can get  the computer to phone up a
particular person.

DISK 2
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Author: Jack Pritchard
Workbench:204

Is your life a mess? Never know what you
are meant  to be doing next? Alway s
forget t ing abou t  lov ed  o n e s  b i r t h -
days, weddings  or bar mitzvah? Well,
epoch Voyager can help you get back on
track.

This  i s  a  f ul ly -f eat ured Pers onal
Information Manager,  so if  anyone asks
you k now what  to tell them,  Voyager
allows  y ou t o  s t ore a l l  y our  c oming
appointments, special events, deadlines or
whatever you need reminding about.

The main screen of Voyager is a diary
which allows you to select a specific day
from which you can enter a start t ime,
an end time, a category, an occasion, a
location and up to nine pages of  text.
You can also have a daily planner with
up to 50 lines of text in each entry.

Whenever you run epoch Voyager, it
will check the next seven days to see if
you hav e  any  ent r ies  in y our diary .
Along with the plain diary, it  is possible
to add anniversaries so every year you
will be warned of impending birthday or
wedding anniversaries. Along with these
features  y ou  c a n  a l s o  a d d  s imp le
reminder messages. By  entering a date
and a +- days amount, you can jog your
memory  on a daily  bas is  — hopefully
never forgetting some important task.

For a wider  v iew of  things,  a  y ear

7 2 :1 1 L t i n ta n n i n l •  10
1 I L I T O N E M I r

-

ME atop your life  in  order,  a nd ne ve r mitts
another da te  with  e poch Voya ge r
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If you should find your Amiga
Computing CoverDisk damaged or
faulty, please return it to:

17B Plc, TiB House, 11 Edward
Street, Bradford, W. Yorks BIM
7BH.

Please allow 28 days for delivery

planner is provided where every day of
the year is available.  Just  click on the
appropriate day  and al l  t he relevant
entries for that  day  can be v iewed.  I f
that was  not enough for you, there are
two separate address books. It is possi-
ble to search between the address book
and y ou diary  f or any  coinc idences .
Consequent ly .  if  you wanted t o k now
what appointments you have with Fred
Bloggs, there is no problem.

Plag16
Author:

Workbench:2.04

When the Amiga first arrived ten years
ago. its custom sound chips were state
of the art ,  and even today the sample
quality produced by the Amiga is super-
ior to the PeeC's  basic Sound Blaster
and Ab lib boards.

The fac t  that  ot her plat forms  hav e
realised that people might actually want
their computers  to make s ome sound
has meant that over the last few years a
number of  incompatible sample formats
have emerged.

Along with the Amiga's own IFF-8SVX
format there is Wave. Voice. Sun Audio,
Maud, AI FF and not  to ment ion plane
raw sample formats — most of which can
handle 8 or 16-bits, mono or stereo, and
additional sample compression.

Play16 will allow you to play  all the
above ment ioned sample formats  and
more. There are a number of  ways to
use Play16, the simplest being to run it
and use the fi le requester to choose a
sample_ Play16 will then auto detect the
sample type and play it.

There a r e  s o me  mo r e  adv anc ed
opt ions av ailable whic h c an only  be
accessed from a shell. Two of the more
interes t ing ones  i t  prov ides  inc lude
direct Maes t ro Pro output,  if  you own
such a board, and also that it supports a
new sound driver system called Cyber
Sound.

19
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Author: Jarno Paananen

Workbench: 1.2

There are more t racker players on the
Amiga than fish in the sea. Well that 's
probably not  true, as  there are not  too
many fish left in the sea, but that's what
you get for having an unmanaged natural
resource.

Anyway back to PS3M -  what does it•
do I  hear you cry? Well.  it  could have
been jus t  another typical pro t racker
player. But  what  PS3M does is support
the new PC tracker formats, specifically

PS3M 3.1111

I

11-channel Scream Tracker H E  module:
Fantasm (S3M.Fantasm)

Mixing ra t e :  16880
Volume boost: 8

Playing mode: surround
System: on

Using 828+ mixing rout ines

r  I e l a n  FantaSm 1
1
-
1

Fantasn

.11•11111111•1111111.11.1

po L ' t  12 jg

Mu Sound
Author: Christian Buchner

Workbench: 2.04

If you want to use the 14-bit output of Play16 you are
going to need the Cyber Sound device, and being
the nice chaps and chappesses that we are, here it
is. Cyber Sound allows your Amiga to produce sound
output at 14-bit quality, at  speeds of up to 60KHz,
depending on what system you have. The drawback
is that it requires more processor power and is only
really usable with an 020.

This miraculous feat is achieved by mixing two
channels, one playing at maximum volume, the other
at minimum -  so producing a stereo output uses all
Four channels. The end result is that playing a 16-bit
sample produces a lot less 'hiss' than the normal
way of cropping it down to 8-bits.

To get the best results, a calibration preference
program is  provided. This  allows  you to test the
Amiga's sound chips over its entire sound range. and
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Scream Trac k er 3,  and  the s c ream
tracker fi le extension is  'S3M'.  hence
the name PS3M.

Even though trackers were invented
on the Amiga. the emergence of  high-
end s ound cards  for PCs has  meant
that PC trackers now support up to 32
channels  at  16-bi t .  I t  migh t  s ound
impossible for the Amiga to reproduce
this feat, but an Al200 with fast memory
will happy manage 18 channels at about
24KHz,

One of the interesting features is that
you can specify what  speed the sam-
ples s hould be p lay ed at ,  and  t his
ranges al l  t he way  down to 4KHz  -
although any  thing above 20KHz gives
good results. Along with the normal sup-
port for Protracker and Scream tracker
modules,  PS3M wil l  also handle 6-8
channel Fast tracker, 1-32 channel style
Protracker,  and fi nally  mul l iTrac k er
modules.

You are not  jus t  res t ric ted to t he
typical mono or s tereo sound output
either.  PS3M has  s uppor t  f or  f ak e
surround sound, or even real surround
sound for all you people wit h Dolby
Prologic decoders, and if  that was  not
enough for you, PS3M can replay  at
I4-bit quality. A  word of warning, how-
ever. I f  y ou wan t  t o  us e a l l  t hes e
features, do not expect to have much
processor time left.

(11PEkPI

The C ybe r Sound ca libra t ion snows
you to fine  tune  the  1 4 -bit re pla y

Author: John Veldthuis
Workbench. 1.3

This is  another favourite that  should
reside in everyone's WBStartup drawer.
Those nasty viruses are always on the
prowl, so a good virus checker is essen-
tial. The latest version adds more of the
nasty Miners  to its  armoury .  so you
will have even more protec t ion than
before. Sounds like a good under arm
deodorant.

lets Cyber Sound accommodate the slight variations
that exist in all Amiga sound chops. Doing the calibra-
tion will allow Cyber Sound to produce the best
output quality possible.
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Author: Gehl Marziou and
Philippe Bastiani
Workbench 2.04

Yet Another Kommodity. as the man sa
Yak is another one of  those wonderf
commodities. Commodore did manage

YAK ma ybe  a nothe r commodity,  but it
provide s p le nty of use ful functions

Tiff Data Top
Author: Bert. Wynants

Workbench: 3.0

Tiff is a widely-used image format in the
computing world, even though it has neve
really been used on the Amiga -  probably
because I FF is a  good all rounder. 11 is
about t ime someone did a Tiff data type,
because it  was  about  t he only  major
picture format that was not supported by
them.

This is compatible with version 6 of the
TI FF s pec s  and  s upport s  1,2,3.4.5,
6,7,8,24. and 32-bit depth images along
with line art, grey scale, palette images,
24-bit colour AGB. and finally 32-bit colour
CMYK.

To get the best out of the data type you
really need 2 meg, and a hard drive to
store temporary files.

roc Data Toe
Yes, its another data type, and for a file
format you may never of heard about. This
is going to be a very important file format
in the future because if you did not know,

Author: Cloanto®
Workbench: 3.0

PNG!
PNG is the  be st lossie ss
picture  forma l a round



do a couple of things right after all.
Yak has been around for a good while

now and work s  a long  t he  l ines  o f
MuItiCX. I t  provides lots of  useful lit t le
additions to Workbench_ The main part of
Yak gives you better control over your
windows. You have all the usual click to
fontback and screen cycling, along with a
very comprehensive hot  key funct ion
which allows you to more or less assign
any type of function to a certain key com-
bination -  s uc h as  Ex ec ut e a  CL I
Command or an ARexx script, Insert text.
Insert date, Close/Zip/Shrink /Enlarge
windows, Move/Cycle screens and win-
dows, Activate Workbench. Blank display.
Pop up a palette, or add a Menu shortcut.
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Unisys started charging people for the use
of the Lzw compression algorithms. This
meant that anyone writing a program that
could read or write GIF files would have to
pay royalties.

This nghtly angered a lot of people. as
GIF is one of the widest used file formats.
So Cornpuserve got a group of smart pro-
grammers together who went about creat-
ing a new improved, son of GIF file format,

PNG is the fruit of their labours, It has a
large number of features such as support
of true colour depths of up to 4S-bits, and
alpha channels. One of the most important
is that PNG is thought to be completely
royally free, so hopefully can be freely
used by one and all.

The PNG data type is by those lovely
people at Cloanto, and it supports all parts
of the PNG format. At  the moment ,  the
only PNG image you may  have is  the
test.png that  c ame wit h t he archive.
However, this format will gain a lot of sup-
port -  Image Studio and Person Paint
already have external loaders that allow
them to read and write PNG fi les, and
more programs will follow.

So install the data type and help PNG
become the detach) loss  less  image
format,

Tee Data Dm
Patch

Author: Stefan Ruppert
Workbench: 3.0

This is fairly straightforward and basically
adds extra functions to the Amiga's Text
data type. Whenever you read a docu-
ment us ing Amiga guide or Mult iv iew,
pressing re t urn  wi l l  p o p  u p  a  t ex t
requester, into which you can enter words
to search for. Us ing tab, you can then
search forwards,  and shift and tab will
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text
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like using right Amiga d for delete. One
of the neat features of Yak is the way
you defi ne your hot  keys or mouse
presses. All  you do is press the key
combinat ions or mouse buttons you
want, and viola, the hot key definition is
automatically produced for you. This is
very handy ,  espec ially  for some of
the more complicated mouse button
combinations, such as left button double
right.

cAPilchkdice
pa tch

MAME
textdtpatch -  patches the  text.datatyPe to support search method

TEMPLATE
none

REQUIREMOMEMEMWarth  t 1
H i  
A I M &

reeto [ p
a n t
,

FUACTIUM
This
se a r

1
• •

Return (STA_ACTIYATE_FIELD) -  opens a  regloots requester  t o enter
tha search 'A r on  and searches for  that i f  confirmed.

Tab (STA_MEXT_PIELD) ,  (STM_OROWSE_MEXT) starches for  the  next
occurrence of  the str ing.

A c e

patc
F r

search backwards.
To get the patch to work insert the line:
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into y our s:user-startup fi le, and copy
textdtpatch into the C: directory.

FM5
Author: Matt Dillion

Workbench: 1.3

Another tiny utility for hard drive users, or
for someone with a few megs of RAM.

fonuerter filayter
Chris Krivitski

Workbench
. 2 . 0 4

This is one of those lithe utilities where you think,
why would any one need that? Than about two
weeks later you will find yourself throwing hall the
stuff off your desk trying to find a copy of it.

Converter Master will convert between all the
more common measurement scales,  such as
Celsius and Fahrenheit. feet and meters. All you
do is select the type of measurement you wish to
convert and enter the value into the appropriate
box. All the other values in that category will then
instantly be displayed.

jOlGili (ydidittru I  WIGHT (Lbm/tills) j  1 1 1 1 / 1 )  I
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t ie r ma ste r win  handle  e ll the
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C O V E R D I S K S

Author: Frank Toepper
Workbench: 3.0

If you knew any French or German. you
would already know what Lupe does. It
is a magnifying glass which will jump
onto a n y  pub l ic  s c reen a n d  h a s
adjustable zoom, all the way to 20x. It
may not  s ound muc h more t han a
little toy, but they do come in useful for
positioning icons or magnifying parts of
pictures.

lupe
Look  th e r e ,  th e r e ' s  a  p i x e l  o u t o t  p l a c e .
What do me a n you ca n't te ll?

A se a rch  fa cilit y is a
we lcome  a ddition to
htuttiView

This allows yuu to create a virtual disk
drive on a hard drive partition. Therefore
you get a disk drive that can be accessed
almost as fast as a hard drive. For people
like ourselves who are compiling disks,
this is an absolute god send, as you are
completely unburdened from the drudgery
of wading for the disk drive to copy or run
hies.

It also makes it possible to DMS straight
to the hard dnve. so if you have a CD full
of DMS files, you can go through them in a
fraction of the t ime compared to using a
floppy drive.

LI
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Personal Paint 4 on our coverdisk, why not
upgrade to the latest version?
Available for only E39.95 on disk or even better
value CD-ROM, Personal Paint v6.3 is a powerful
and intuitive paint, image processing, animation
and 24-bit printing package.

Features of Personal Paint 6.3 Include

•  Animation (featuring storyboarding, superior compression, mult iple
palettes. frame-by-frame timing. ANIM-57/8 and hybrid formats, etc.)

•  •  New, faster image processing effects, including transparency, alpha
channel and s ingle-image stereograms (both SI RDS and custom
pattern stereograms, as in 'Magic Eye')
•  Sophisticated 'behind the scenes memory  management, including
v irtual me mo r y  (s waps  inac t iv e
image data to Fas t  RAM and disk rillstorage) and mult iple levels of undo
and redo
•  Firs t  paint  program worldwide to
support  t he n e w P NG  (Port able
Net work  Graph i c s )  fi l e  f o rmat .
Includes an ARexx script to convert
GIFs to PNG. 71•  Support of Retargettable Graphics
(display  c ards  l ik e t he Picasso.
Ret ina.  Pic c olo,  Rainbow.  EGS,
Talon, Cybergraphics etc.) M
•  Animat ion on RTG display cards
(with or without double-buttering)
•  Direct. high-quality 24-bit  printing
(Colour and Black & White) and inter-
face to third-party software such as
Studio Print Server
•  Professional and fast modes for converting 24-bit  pictures OFF,
PNG. PCX, PBM etc.) to 256 colours or less
•  HAM,  HA M8  and Picasso 24-bit  v iewer ac t ive during c olour
reduction
•  External input/output modules (loaders and savers) for easy exten-
sions and upgrades .  Modules  f or IFF,  PNG,  PCX,  PBM,  Amiga
DataTypes and several others are included. A GIF module is available
from public domain sources.
•  Support  and edit ing of  IFF,  PNG and GIF projec t  annotat ions
(Author. Copyright and Comment fields, plus Amiga filenotes)
•  Autoscroll painting
•  Workbench application icon (drag and drop)
•  Basic set of ARexa commands for presentations, format conversions

and printing
•  A S L - c o mp a t i b l e  t i l e
requester
•  M o r e  p o we r  t h r o u g h
machine language code: the
software is. in part, up to 500
per cent faster
•  New Look' user interface
•  A  collec t ion of  ut ilit ies .
Including colour fonts. new
DeskJet printer dnvers (up to
four i n
k s )   
a n
d  
J p
e g  
D
a t
a T
y p
e

A m i g a  C o m p u t i n g
O C T O B E R  1 9 9 5

(
4
k
1

)
1
1
1
1 
.
0 
P
e
r
s
o
n
a
l  
s
D
o
-
n
R
a
D
i  
P
M 
a
:

int 6.3
gallery of pictures

and animations, stereograms and
stereo animations. fonts
•  Personal Fonts Maker 1 (for
Amiga and Printer Fonts) + dozens
of printer downloadable fonts
•  Personal Fonts Maker 2
(professional version for colour
fonts) -i- dozens of professional
colour fonts
•  Personal Write 4 + Electronic
versions of famous books

This offer is only mk t  for three months, so order now while stocks last. Send your
completed order form to: Personal Paint 6.3 Offer, IDG Media, Media House,
Adlington Park. Macclesfield SKID 4NP,✓-  ... _ ... _ - ..., _., _ _ _ii1 Personal Paint 6,3 order form
l
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Personal Paint 6.3 at the bargain price of £39.95 I

I    ( inc luding VAT and p&p) — saving E10 off RRP I
▪  L i  Personal Suite CD-Rom at the bargain price of 09.95
I  ( i n c l u d i n g  VAT and p&p) — saving PO off RAP I
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Ease of use a
Implementation 8
Value for money 8
Overall 8

( I )  or the majority of  Amiga users
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jerky anim format  But as the CD32 has

.! a l r e a d y  proven, full-screen real-time digital

video is well within the reach of the Amiga,
offering a cost, storage and transfer time-
effective means of delivenng digital video
al or about composite quatity.

Not surprisingly, Scala haven't wasted

[  any time in recognising Mpeg's potentialfor presentat ion.  A s  a  res ul t ,  t h e
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tuned the Amiga's only dedicated Mpeg
Bo e n c o d i n g  and decoding card for direct

application within Into Channel. MM300
and their latest creahon MM400.

Although originally known as the Peggy
card, the same hardware has now been
reincarnated as the MD100, complete with
Wish packaging and a degree of ease of
use within both the controls and utilities
that have made Scala a multimedia giant.
The main reason for incorporating hard-
ware directly into a primarily  sof tware-
based system iS, of course, to minimise the
demand for even more hardware. At pre-
sent the expense and hassle involved in
incorporating traditional video into multime-
dia productions simply doesn't make it an
option for most multimedia productions.

PROVISIONS
1

In the past, Scala offered provision for
incorporating tradit ional video and even
laser disks into presentations via their EX
standard. However,  both methods had
their limitation_ Laser disks offer little in the
way of interaction as well as being very dif-
ficult to master. Tradit ional tape offers
many of the same problems plus the evils
of hardware maintenance, slow interaction
and, of course, degradation of the tape.

With the arrival of  the MD100,  Scala
finally has lull frame or partial digital video
that will never degrade. unlimited video
clips with no tape swapping, hardware that
is unlikely to need any maintenance, and
it's all in one box.

Once the hardware is firmly entrenched
in the Amiga's video slot and the appropri-
ate cable linked either to a composite
video, S-VHS, or RGB outputs, plus an
Mpeg audio out on the rear of the board,
you effectively have a traditional genlocked
video single directly beneath the Scala pre-
sentation. Unfortunately as it stands, Mpeg
audio is only available via pre-recorded
Mpeg movies, primarily f rom CD -  CDs
being supported directly in the control soft-
ware_ As a result, direct encoding Mpeg

Doll the uedit5
Needless to say, MD100 is  a product
dedicated to serious mult imedia produc-
bon. and if you're looking for the ultimate
in Scala impact it's arguably the ultimate
addition. Ful l  f rame genlocked 24-bit
video at 25 fps. amidst all the other good-
ies that Scala can throw into the action -it
has to be tempt ing for animators and
multimedia types alike.
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video is the only option, although audio
accompaniment is still available thanks to
Scata's sample and mod playing abilities

The ability to connect up to such a wide
variety of display media is a real bonus,
and s hould prov ide enough scope for
pretty much any production. Obviously,
quality Mpeg streams doesn't exactly grow
on trees. As  a result, af ter initial set-up,
encoding an Mpeg animation is likely to be
the first step.

Assuming you've installed the Mpeg EX
software in the Scala start-up drawer, a
quick trip to the system menu will reveal
the encoding side of MDI00.  From here
you simply select a sequence of frames to
import and where to save the new Mpeg
file, adjust the resolution and setting as
required, and click on encode. Now it 's
time to make lots of coffee.

Although the end results are impressive,
it must be said that encoding is a s low
process. The example 300 f rame anim
listed took roughly an hour and a half to
encode f r om f u l l  v ideo-res  f rames .
Originally exported from a PAR card, they
were then scaled and converted into the
Mpeg format and resolution.

Slow import and the lack of real-t ime
capture is  perhaps  t he only  chink  in
MM100's  armour.  Unless  you're lucky
enough to have either a PAR card or a
VLab Motion, your Mpeg productions are
likely to be limited to traditional computer

n the de5ht

AN th e  us ua l  S c a la  goodie s
plus  h i l l  fr a m e  d ig i ta l  v ide o,
im pr e s s iv e  by  a ny  s ta nda r d,
a nd  only  1 .1  bib to  s to r e  th e
e nti r e  3 0 0  fr a m e  a n i m a ti o n
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graphic animat ions.  At ter select ing an
existing Mpeg or creating your own, its
addition to the production simply means
clicking on the newly acquired Mpeg box in
Scala's main layout.

A quick click reveals the Mpeg decoder
controller, and it's from here you can con-
trol the Mpeg action. The first step is to
select t he fi le,  a t  whic h point  y ou' re
prov ided with an impres s iv e array  of
customising options.

As you can see from the screen grab
you can play and pause, add a definable or
infinite loop, apply definable slow-motion,
and even make the Mpeg wail when you hit
the appropriate point  in the product ion.
Tape deck transport controls allow instant
scans of the Mpeg stream and once you're
happy, a simple OK adds the Mpeg and
play settings to the production.

During testing I had at least five separate
Mpegs, combined with mods.  samples,
wipes and all the other Sonia classics with
no appreciable drop in overall performance.

sysTEm rss[nTiRtsl_R ED  Esse n t ia l B L A C K  R e com m e nde d

Zorro video
slot

ACg

The bottom line
Product: MD100 Mpeg

encode/decode
Supplier.' Scala UK Ltd

Price: £599
Tel: 01920 444294
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2oom
A joint project from
Active Software and
Ground Zero, Zoom
is a  n e w releas e
that c laims to fea-
ture their best  PD
from over the past
six months. It distin•
guishes itself f rom
other geneial, col-
lections, however,
by an impres s iv e
looking interface that promises the sort of ease of use that
Amiga CD needs.

When it  comes to the crunch, however.  Zoom fails to
beat the Aminet CDs that have set the standards in accessi-
bility. One major reason for this is that most (if riot all) of the
files are archived using DMS. which means they have to be
extracted on to floppy disks.

In practice this means that when it comes to using the file
you've extracted you have to leave the interlace and go to
the workbench. Though this is not really much of a problem
with fi les that  fi t on one floppy, it  becomes off-putt ing
when dealing with larger programs — especially since it's
impossible to know which are worth the effort.

EXTRACTION
In contrast, Aminet  predominately features LHA fi les

which require less trouble to extract. This  weakness on
Zooms  part is a shame because in other respects the pack-
age works very well. It's large contents summary box is one
good idea,  for example,  that  would make a welc ome
addition to other collections in the future.

Unfortunately, the actual contents aren't on a par either.
There are huge amounts of babe pictures padding the CD
out, and though these are Obviously popular sellers, they're
of little use for anything computer related Games take up a
significant proportion of  the disk, with around 70 card sets
for use with Klondike III patience included as part of the col-
lection. Considenng the amount of space available on CD, it
would have been nice if these hadn't been compressed so
they could have all been used directly from CD.

More serious users will at least find some interest in the
Ground Zero Imagine 3D collection, and there's also some
20Mb's worth of Magic WS data to choose from. DTP users
will fi nd the addit ion of  t hemed mono c lipart  another
worthwhile addition.

What finally undermines Zoom, however, is the fact that
desprte its competent interface, the disk contents have Dot
been organised into helpful categories. In fairness, the CD's
fun emphasis and colourful front-end do make a welcome
change, but the flaws mean it doesn't make the top league.

the bottom line

Product: Zoom
Price: E1999

Supplier: Active Software
Tel: 01179741462
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Image collect ions on CD have
been popular from the outset, but
Giga Graphics  gains an instant
edge by virtue of its sheer size, For
just over E X  the package comprises
of four CDs  packed with more than
10,000 pictures plus a few handy utilities
to a l low buyers  t o Mak e the mos t  of  its
contents.

Considering there's over 2Gb of information
here to search through, it  was to be hoped
that there would be proper categonsation of
the images. It 's unfortunate, then, that  the
images are simply organised alphabetically,
which as usual makes for an almost hopeless
mix-up of subject matter.

To give an idea of the problem, out of one
of the randomly  chosen 'C drawers  came
these pictures which followed one after the
other: a fantasy painting of a woman, Captain
Kirk f rom Star Trek, Capital Hill and a ren-
dered car. In other words, finding what you
want isn't  always easy; on the other hand.
guessing why some of the pictures are in a

particular location makes for an entertaining
game when bored.

Thank fully ,  t h e  c ol lec t ion I s  largely
redeemed by the inclusion of a thumbnail pre-
view catalogue, so though the pictures are
rather jumbled, at least skimming through the
disc contents is greatly speeded up.

Given the product's size, a fair assessment
of all the contents is impossible in the space
available. However, it  quickly becomes cleat
that the breadth of subject matter covered is
very wide ranging indeed. Whereas  many
collections have concentrated too much on
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science fiction in an area which is already
overpopulated with the same Star Trek and
Babylon 5 pictures, this collection is more like
a general image bank.

All the s t andard t are is  inc luded,  but
fortunately there are many  other fields to
choose from, Pictures of supermodels and
swimsuits do. however, crop up all over the
place, but  at  least  there's  some fair play
thanks to the inclusion of a number of muscle-
bound hunks as well.

Cars, trains, space,  planes  -  as you'd
expect, there's an abundance of material to
keep the most avaricious anorak happy. But
there's also a great deal of useful material
too. Sunsets, world locations and landscapes
are available in huge quantities and often the
quality of the photography is high. Similarly.
dose-ups of roses and flowers could be put to
a number of different uses

PROS AND CONS
There are numerous painted backgrounds

available, while photographs of stones, bricks
and other textures are there for 3D tans to
wrap onto their objects. Considering the size
of the collect ion, LightWave and Imagine
users may be disappointed to find it lacks any
actual models; in my view, however, the col-
lection benefits by concentrating on being a
definitive 2D image bank.

Flags, f amous  a lbum covers ,  mil i t ary

equipment, ray-traced -  the list goes on and
on, and only  occasionally does the quality
drop to below average. Fans of fantasy artist
Boris Vallejo will be pleased to see a huge
amount of  his arguably pornographic but cer-
tainly talented paintings covenng a sizeable
section of the first CD,

One further complaint does need rais ing
however, that  being the amount  of  image
duplication in the collection. In fact, the Vallejo
collection is a good case in point, with the
same pictures cropping up three or four times
in close proximity.

The images are generally in IFF format In
addition to all the pictures. Viewtek has been
included so that everything required to look at
the images is included with the package. The
inclusion of Personal Paint is also welcome,
since users will be able to load up images and
work on them.

It's a shame, then, that it's an untranslated
German version. making it difficult to use for
the majority of us. The slapdash way in which
some things are thrown onto some CD collec-
tions -  and this is not an unusual example -
does not bode well for the Amiga's future CD
market.

So overall, Giga Graphics is not short of
flaws. Anyone who can find uses for a wide
range of imagery. however, cannot help but be
impressed by the value for money such a
huge and far reaching collection offers. In
short, it's should make a worthwhile buy.

The bottom line

Product: Giga Graphics
Price: 0 2 .9 9

Supplier: Active Software
Tel: 0117 9741462

Ease of use  8
Implementation
Value for money 9
Overall 8

the Hutchinson
Encgclopaedia

The appeal of having
an entire encyclopae-
dia stored on a Single
compact disc is obvi-
ous, so it 's  no sur-
prise that many sup-
pliers are selling out
of t he  Gro l ie r  C D
rev iewed a  f e w
months back I n  its
place, the equally old
Hutchinson electronic encyclopaedia has resurfaced, so
we decided to see how well it's stood the test of lime.

Though it  was  originally designed for use with the
c urv ,  most new purchasers are likely to be using emula-
tion software on their Al200s, so it's good that Epic have
included alternative keyboard controls. Untortunately,
however, this is not enough to overcome every compatibil-
ity problem. For example, though the instructions stressed
that it was essential to boot from the disc, this proved to
be impossible using our Squirrel. We did manage to run it
from workbench, but the text appeared in such a small
font it was difficult to read -  on the CD32 the articles are
much more readable.

There are also problems us ing the encyclopaedia
because the A l  200 lacks a control pad, and navigating
the interlace requires combinations of Amiga keys, ALT
keys and the cursor arrows. Somet imes users can get
stuck in one article and it's not at all clear how to get back
to the main menu.

Basically, this makes it impossible to recommend for
Squirrel users, but it does seem to work perfectly well on
the 0032.  With over 25.000 entries plus pictures and
soundclips, for those who own the console the Hutchinson
CD still sounds like a worthwhile product.

In comparison to the Electronic Grolier, however, The
Hutchinson doesn't seem to work so-well. The first prob-
lem is the peculiarly flickery screen which makes using the
disc painful on the eye.

Though there are 2000 photographs and 250 sound
clips, they are sparsely distributed among all the plain text
articles. Considering this is supposed to be a multimedia
product, the information is often blandly presented to the
point where most people would rather use the traditional
paper version.

With searching tools that also seem inferior to the
Grolier, this CD unfortunately doesn't cut it in the modem
multimedia age. I t s  only its price, plus the fact that the
Grolier is hard to get, that makes it even worth considering
these days.

Am  g a  C o m p u t i n g
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The bottom line

Product: Hutchinson
Encyclopaedia CD

Price: £14.99
Supplier.' Epic Software

Tel: 01793 490988

Ease of use
Implementation 5
Value for money
Overall 6
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Implementation 8
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Ease of use 4
Implementation 6
Value for money 7
OveralL 6

Desktop publishing is no longer the sole
pres erv e of  peop le  wh o  c an af f ord
expensive packages like Pagestream 3,
with wo r d  proc es s ors  n o w of f er ing
drawing tools and the opt ion to import
pictures as standard.

PD collec t ions have always  been a
good source of  clip art, but  fi nding the
right material t o suit  your documents
and, equally  important ly ,  y our printer.
was not  always  easy. A  CD with over
40, 000 m o n o  a n d  c o l o u r  i ma g e s
therefore holds an instant and obvious
attraction.

World of  Cl ipad is  part icularly  large
thanks to the fact it's spread across two
CDs. and there's  a  huge and diverse
range of  subject mat ter to choose from.
Furthermore,  t he mat erial appears  to
have been well selected to suit the bul-
letins, pamphlets, fanzines and newslet-
ters the CD will probably be most used•
for_

There are large drawers dedicated to
business and education, for example, as
well as general symbols that will be use-
ful for just about anybody. There's  also
work for computer and technology cate-
gories which should please those who
want to write about their Amigas as well
as use them.

Natural wor ld  drawings  are always
popular in clip art collections and unsur-
prisingly, this  CD has a good range of
dog, cat,  insect and sealife pictures to
choose from. Transport,  Christmas and
people are categories that are similarly
well represented. Pictures range greatly

S O F T W A R E

World of (Wart

Utilitip5 1J1ole55ional
There are some Amiga users that have absolut-
ely no t ime f or games .  As  a recent  survey
proved, the inclusion of  the smallest PD shoot-
'em-up on the cover disks will have some people
criticising what they see as a waste of space.

Such serious users might  therefore sit up at
the prospect  of  a dedicated ut ilit ies CD,  and
that's exactly what this PDSoft product is about.
Business software,  graphics  product ion, hard
drive tools, virus killers. DTV — you name it. if it's
anything to do with productivity comput ing it 's
here on the disk_

The CD has  been around for a while now.
however, and in some ways it's beginning to look
rather dated. In terms of organisation, it  really is
a pain to use in just about every way imaginable,

Basically, t he CD consists of  1500 fl oppies
worth of files and programs transferred onto disc.
Searching through the drawers  just  brings up
thousands of  identical, nameless Icons with no
clue to their contents. This means you have to go
to the alphabetic directory in a separate text file,
seek out items of interest, and then take a note
of the relevant disk number. Even the numbers
on the program drawers are made peculiarly diffi-
cult to read. It's another bunch of DMS programs

as well, which leads to the same slow transfer on
to fl oppy you get  with Zoom.  I t 's  worse here
because you have even less of  an idea of what
you're going to get in the end.

This is all a bit of a shame since many of the
contents will please the more serious Amiga
users out there. On the educational side, there's
a Language Tutor that  prov ides  an ef fect ive
vocabulary  t es t er f or French,  German and
Spanish. For v ideo there's a titter program, for

music there are the usual PD music editors plus a
collection of reasonable quality sound samples to
expand your repertoire. Databases, sports selec-
tors and disks for HAM radio enthusiasts give an
Idea of how much matenal is available.

Frankly, however,  I just  couldn't be bothered
spending hours trying to find the good stuff. This
one is reserved purely for the most patient of the
teochies.

The bottom line

Product: Utilities Professional
Price: 119_99

Supplier: PDSoft
Tel: 01702 466933
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in size, with some of them only suitable
for pr in t ing i n  a  v ery  s ma l l  s c ale.
Others, however,  are about  five t imes
larger than your Amiga's display, mak-
ing t hem suitable for large scale use
with printers boasting high DPIs.

The s tandard of  many  of  the draw-
ings is exceptionally high, with a lot less
hit-and-miss quality control than some
of t he produc t 's  rivals .  Some of  t he
images  a r e  h i g h l y  a c c u r a t e  a n d
detailed, but  the inclusion of well drawn
but s impler pictures and charicatures
proves equally important.

WIDE SCOPE
For those who want to print in colour

there's also a huge number of  colour
pictures covering almost as many cate-
gories ,  and  onc e again t he  qual i t y
remains high.  I n terms  of  breadth of
coverage, therefore. World of Clipart  is
hard to fault,

Sc f ar  so good,  but  unfortunately
there are a few complaints that have to
be raised. Categorisations into drawers

has been done cons is tent ly ,  but  t he
ac tual fi le  n a me s  a r e  inex c us ab ly
unhelpful.  Wit h only  numbers  dis t in-
guishing each individual picture, finding
the right  picture can be unnecessarily
time consuming. I t  was also strange to
find pictures in the IFF drawer had bits
missing for some reason.

Of course the CD is  padded Out by
duplicat ing images  in just  about  every
image format available, but this is a plus
point when it comes to flexibility. What 's
more, a  program called Transit ion has
been included to allow Amiga owners to
convert file formats.

The odd fl aw as ide,  t his  is  a high
value, high-quality collection that beats
any of  t he compet it ion I 've yet  seen,
Useful for just about anybody, World of
Clipart comes recommended.

The bottom line

Product: World of Clipart
Price: 119.99
Supplier: Epic

Tel: 01793 490988
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X-Link 14,4k
X.-link 28.8k
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Desktop Video CD__ .....
Essential Wines vol I  CD
Giga Graphics 4 CD peck..... -
Groben- Encyclopedia CD........
GFX Sensation CD.... ..........
Ughtworks by Tobias Richter
Star Trek Multimedia CD - . -
Arcade Classics CD._ .............
World of Clopart Double CD
Multimedia Toolkit
Makin M usic  N E W
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£8.95

95
........ .......£28.95

..... _....... L18.95
CD
- 
£
3
8
.
9
5

... . . . . .

- - - - - L 2 7 . 9 5
L24.95

,139.95
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•Educational  Purchase Or der s
W e
When ordering please don't forget to include
the carriage charges ! Charges within the UK
are
4L3.50 For first class post (which usually arrives
the next day).
•15.50 for next-day courier within the UK
mainland. subtect to availability. Please ask for
overseas pricing, and pricing for  islands &

Highlands.
r u l  pay by
Cheque Please make cheques payable to
Emerald Creative Technology ICC!
Credit Card Visa, Mastercard. Access Deli,
Switch and American Express. We only bill you
card when we despatch the order, not before
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Squirrel SCSI interface  £ 5 9 . 9 5
Pro Grab 24RT SHVS New VERSION £
1 2 5 . 9 524 Eir Raw-Tinut Cok)ur Frame Grabbing
Rendale 8802 Gentock  £ 1 5 9 . 9 5
Rendale 1402 SVHS  £ 2 7 9 . 9 5
Yid Amiga 11 AGA •  •  . L 6 4 . 9 5
Vid 24 RT 0 4 9 . 9 5
Vid 24 Pro FIT £ 2 0 9 . 9 5
Ram Cards
MOO with 0.5Mb  £ 1 4 . 9 5
A500+ 1 M b   £ 1 9 . 9 5
A600 with IMb ,   L 2 4 . 9 5
A6013 with I Mb & clock
-  
£ 3 2 . 9
5

11200 unpopulated  L . 5 9  95
Al200 with 2Mb  0 2 9  95
Al2.00 with 4Mb £ 1 7 9 . 9 5
Al2.00 with 8Mb  1 2 9 9 . 9 5
Modems

Fax & Data Modern 1 1 2 9 . 9 5
Fax & Data Modem , .L232.95
Modem with GP Fax 1 1 6 9 1 5

A•Linx LO,WC rIOCONSI Aim oar rax L L I  A:7D
All Moderns Are 1ST Approved

Di sk Dr i ves
A500 Internal Floppy Drive  £ 3 5 . 9 5
A600 & Al200 Internal Floppy Drive „L38 95
Quad Speed CD Rom Drive for MOO &
Al200 with SCSI Interface  £ 2 9 9 . 9 5
2.5" 340Mb Internal IDE Hard drive for Al200
and A600 .  /169.95
2.5" 510Mb internal IDE Hard drove for Al200
and MOO  £ 2 4 9 . 9 5
2.5" IDE Cable   . L 8 . 9 5
All Hard Drives Come With installation

Software
O t he r
High Quality 24 Bet Real-Time Frame Grabber
Naksha Greystale Hand Scanner for Amiga
500 and 500• L 5 9 . 9 5
Tabby Graphics Tablet  £ 5 7 . 9 5
AS Graphics Tablet
Video Backup System + Piton° cable .L54,95
Video Back-up System • Scart cable 1 5 7 . 9 5
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W P  & D T P
Anal Cop
yFinal Writ
erMini Office   t 3 7  95
Pen Pal _ t 2 9 . 0 0
Pagestreat
Wordworth  0 1 4 . 9 5
Wordworth 3,1 ......  £ 7 9 . 9 5
Databases
Daunexul
Chgita Daustore. 1 4 5 . 9 5
N it a  O r
g a n i s
e r
Final Data NEw
Twist L 8 9  95

K oute  r luS   L i  1.7S

Music Librarian. .................... ----------L22. 95
Plants For All . . . . . .  122.95
S pr eadsheets
Final Cale . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . .  . . . . .  c a l l

Fi nance
Cashbook Combo._ ...... ......... . . . . . . . . . .  .L59.99
Counting House NEW- L 4 9 . 9 5
Dieta Home Office  £ 3 9 . 9 5
Money Matters.
Personal Finance Manager + . _ _ _ _ LI 9 . 9 S
System 3E •  . . . . .  . _  t 4 9 . 9 9

JI LoLS.0 r u m s
DI GCSE . . .  t19.99
DI GCSE French ............ 1 9 . 9 9
DI Junior Re a di ng. - - - - - - - - -  ...
DI Junior Count i ng_ _ - _ - _ - _ - _ t i  5,99
vim's Maths 0 6 . 9 9
ins and Create . . . . . . . . . . . . .  -----L16.99
piling Fair ................... . . . .  . . . . .  L16.99
oddy's Playtime. ....... ..... . . . .  1 6 . 9 9
oddy's Big Adventure L 1 6 . 9 9

VRL BUNDLE PACKS - NEW LOWER PRIC I
Vista Pro or Lite .Distant Suns.

Makepath + Terraform now £54.95
'Vista Pro or  Lite, Makepath +

Terraform £35.95

-  Mastering Amiga Prok • n , n g
Secrets

Learn a whole range of coding
tricks to enhance & improve
your programming techniques

L I 9.95

Mastering Amiga Programming Secret;
NEW L I 0 , 9 5
Secrets of Frontier Elite L 8  95
Secrets of Sim City 2000 New  £ 9 . 9 5
Al200 insider Guide... .......... . . . . .  .---L12,95
Al200 Next Steps  ‘ 1 2 . 9 5
Amiga Disks & Dnves___________112.95

Assembler Insider Guide.
- . . . . .  -  . . . . .Desktop Publishing ........... . . . . .
Imagine Hints & Tips   L 7  95
The Font & apar t Book .......
Workbench A-Z Insider Guide 1 3 . 9 5
Mastering Amiga Arexx ..... . . . . . .  L I 7.95
Mastering Amiga Printers ....... . . . . . .  L I 7,95
Mastering Amiga Dos 3.0 Reference  L I  9.95
Mastering Amiga Dos 3.0 Tutorial £ 1 9 . 9 5
Mastering Amiga Dos Vo12. - 1 1 7 . 9 5
Mastering Amiga Dos Scripts_______tl 9.9S
A 1 200 Beginner's Pack - L 3 6 . 9 5
Includes Al200 Insider Guide, A1100 Next WIN,
Anna Insider Video •  4  disks of shareware
Workbench 3 Booster Pack__ ....... 9 5

a
&e w e .

3 D &  Render i r sz

Vista Lite- ...... . . . . . .  .....

Makepath for Vista....Terraform for Vista__

Caligan 24 ...........
Caligari Broadcast
Essence vol I +
Essence vol 2 + Forge
Pixel 3D Pro II
Real 3D Classic....
Real 3D v3 NEW
Real 3D 2.4 to 3 upgrade..

Imagine 3
Rolling Upgrade pro-

gram Includes Imagine 3.1
to 4 ! You must have
Imagine 3 to qualify.

3.1 • 3.3 in stock now.
£99.95

...... . . . . .  .124.95
..... .0.95

........£89.95
- - _ _ _ a 4 9 . 9 9

L79•95
L94 95
. LS9.95

19.95
0 6 6 95

I m a ge  Pr ocessi ng
Art Department Professional v2,5____1139.00
AD Pro Conversion Pack ..... ...... ____L59.99
ASDG GT6500 Scanner Software ....... L89.95
ASDG Pro Control £ 5 0 . 9 5
Morph Plus ...................
Naksha Hand Scanner £ 6 9 . 9 5
400 dp mono hand scanner tor A500 g AS00-•
Image FX 2 (AF 95% !!!) L I 8 4 . 9 ! ,
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X•CAD 3000  £ l 1 9
.
9
F .

P a i nti ng
Pro V e c tor  3  N E W  - 1 1 7 4 . 9 !

Pro quality structured drawing package
DPaint 5 £ 5 9 . 9 !
DNlnt 4.1 . . . . .  _......................... ______L54.9!
Personal Paint 6,3 New VestesoN--.  L49.9'
Photogenics  L 4 9 , 9 L

Brilliance 2 _  ....

Disk Uti l i t i es
ArniFileSafe Single User Version NEw _128.95
DitWoelt 2  t 2 9 . 9 5
Directory Opus 5.  L 4 9  95
Disk Expander
.

Distant Suns 5.0 . . . . .  -  ..... ____L27 95
Big Alternative Stroller 2............. . . . .  ___L49 95

Media Point . . . . .  .t249,95

Scala HM O  _ ...... ___________ ...... _L49.95
Scala M M 2  I I  N E W  LOWE R  PRICE .........L94.95
Scala MM300 NEw Lowee
Scala MM400 L 2 4 9  95
Scala Echo EE I 00 L 1 3 9  95
Scala MM400+EEI00 SAVE i40 t. L3 4 9 . 9 5
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Infonexus NEW
Video Back•up System Phono
Video Back•up System kart
XCopy Pro  . 1 1 9 . 9 S
Com m uni c a t i ons

Termite I 3  1,95
S of tw a r e  D e v e l opm e nt
Gamesmith  £ 8 4 . 9 5
Dice C  C om pile r  N E W  . . . . . . . . .  - -1913 95
Cygnus Ed Pro 3.5 ( 5 9 . 9 5
DevPac 3  1 _ 5 1  95
Hisoft BASIC 2  1 3 4 . 9 5
intos L 2 5  95
Hisoft Pascal.. ..... . . . . . . . .  .....   L 7 4 , 9 5
Mi scel l aneous
Maxxon Magic_
Studio II Print Manager 9 5

Call Our Sales Hotline On 0181-715 886r



V12-PD
10 PD DISKS FOR

ONLY A FIVER FROM
6000+ TITLES!!!

D e p t  A C 2
P O  B o x  1 4

L o u t h
L i n c o l n s h i r e
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V12 now offer Digitizing in 2 Colour to HAM 8 and Sound Sampling from
5000 to 57000 sps rate! Yes, we're actually working for a living and not just

being lazy! Yearly Membership and discounts now available!
BLANK DISKS AT 12.50 FOR 10, FROM 17P IN BULK. ONE FOR ONE GUARANTEE.
ONE DAY. A MAN WAS BORN. SMALL AND UNIMPORTANT TO THE WORLD, HE MEANT NOTHING. HE MET UP
WITH ANOTHER BOY AND GIRL AND THEY GREW UP INTO (DRUM ROLL!) V12-PD!!! A SIMPLE. BUT BIG
MESSAGE TO EVERYONE WHO SAID jpD AT 50P A DISK COULDNT BE DONE. WE'RE STILL HERE AND WE'RE NOTGOING AWAY!
WHAT MAKES US SPECIAL? WELL OUR PRICES FOR A START.,.
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- • •  6 - 9  DISKS - 60P EACH10+ DISKS - 50P EAC
P+P IS 50P ON ANY SIZE E R !

WHAT EI_SE? OK. IF YOL7 WANT MORE OUR CAIDISK. ITS ALL WRITTEN FROM SCRATCH, NO SIMPLE CUT AM)
PASTE OF ANOTHER CATDISK FOR US. ITS GOT, 6000+ TITUS IN IT IT'S ONLY 50P, WHICH IS REFUNDED ON
YOUR FIRST ORDER. BUT FOR SOP, YOU GET 2 Disks OF CATALOGUE, 4 FREE J PIECES OF PD SOFTWARE
MINIMUM (DIFFERENT EACH MONTH), HUMOUR AND LIGHT ENTERTAINMENT FUNNIER THAN MR FUNNY ONHIS MOST FUNNY DAY.
THERE'S NO NEED TO SPEND A, LET ALONE i2+ ON PD ANYMORE. WE HAVE EvERY'll IING YOU WANT, AND
IF WE HAVEN'T GOT A SPECIFIC TITLE. WE'LL TRY OUR VERY BEST TO GET IT FOR YOU. AVE HAVE AMR SALES
SERVICE BETTER TI RN ANYONE ELSE. HONEST. OUR COMPANY IS NOW MI III-NATIONAL AND WE WILL
ACCEPT MORE ORDERS FROM Et 'ROPE. 1•.S,A. CANADA EX. WE PROMISE TO GET 24 HOUR 'EURNAROUND OR
WELL LET
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wiTEIOUT ANY OF THE WINGING OR WHINING YOU'D EXPECT
WELL. THIS IS HOAX GOOD WE ARE. BUT HOW ABOUT YOU? ARE YOU GONNA PAY TWICE WHAT WE CHARGE
FOR THE SAME PD SOFTWARE, OR ARE 'IOU GONNA GET WITH THE CROWD? START SAVING MONEY AND
BUYING PD AT THE PRICE IT WAS MADE TO BE SOLI) AT, NO BIG PROM' MARGINS, NO FAT GUY GETTING
FATTER OFF YOI•R BACK, JUST CHEAP PD. ,I0IN THE 'I'D RATHER DRILL A 2 INCH HOLE IN MY FOREHEAD AND
'SE IT As A PENCIL CASE THAN PAY THAT FOR PD CLUB. YOU KNOW IT MAKES SENSE. WE STOCK MASSES OF

11200 ONLY SOFTWARE AND STILL CATER FOR THE A500'S AND ALL IN BEIWEEN, ANY M I  YOU SEE IN AN
ADVERT OR TN THE REVIEW SECTION, IT'S VERY LIKELY WE ALREADY HAVE IT IF NO WE'LL GET IT
SO SEND 2X 151 CLASS STAMPS OR SOP TO THE ADDRESS ABOVE FOR YOUR TWO DISK CATALOGUE. THIS IS
REFUNDED By A FREE DISK SELECTION, UPON YOUR FIRST ORDER. AIN'T WE NICE TO YA? TOO NICE. ID BESUSPICIOUS!!!
A HELLOW TO OUR FRIENDS IN THE INDUSTRY. DAVY DUNCAN, JEREMY FORD, PHIL AN!) ALEXIS, NEIL PAINTER.
STAGAN MANSIER. ROB DAviAll, LEE A X
,
A L D E R ,  S E A N  
K E N N E D Y ,  
M A R T I N  
W O O L I S C R
O F T ,  
N E I
L  
S T A C
E Y ,  
A N
D

EVERYONE ELSE:

icK CO. _Pi. , E T S  01 S
ARUG, AMIGAN, NZUG, JA BARBI

GRAPEVINE, AND EVERYTHLN1 -  -  0
TITLES THAT ARE STOCKED, El ,  EX iA

CL_
IRS. EXCLUSIVE

ELY: BY V12-Plr!

6000+ Titles, that's more than a library with less than that! 1
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s I start this article I am dreading
being able to finish it. I 'm not
worried about going over the top

in terms of copy. I am worried about being
able to fill the page with pertinent informa-
tion. The main reason for my worry is that
the Sonnet Doubler is so simple it defies
belief. Simple in its operation and simple
to install

It arrives in a small cardboard box which
also contains a tool that looks a bit like a
small comb for removing the 68040 chip
from your 3640 daughterboard, an earth-
ing strap, a sheet of instructions and the
doubler itself. The instructions give you
guidelines on remov ing your ex is t ing
68040, covering all the different setups like
the epoxied heatsink, the clip-on heat sink,
and the paper-clip type spring clip heat
sink. Once you hav e t remulous ly
removed the heart  of  your
machine and pried the living
soul from it, you can then insert
the Sonnet Doubler.

II consists of a board roughly
twice the width of one 68040 soc-
ket. with pins on its underside at one
end to insert into your now empty
68040 socket, and the new 68040 at the
other end of the board sitt ing under a
combination heatsink and fan. There Only
appears to be one chip on the board, other
than the '040 of  course,  along with a
sou*  of resistors.

Ease of use 9
Implementation 9
Value for money 7
Overall 9

OVER-CLOCKED
Motorola only make 68040s clocked up

to 40IVHz as tar as I know, so the heatsink
and fan have to work even harder to cope
with an over-clocked CPU. The fact that it
is running hotter than the normal '040
seems to make little difference and cer-
tainty didn't cause our machine to crash
any more than normal.

Owners of machines other than A4000s
may have trouble fitting the Doubler owing
to the increased height requirements -
stands about an inch and a half proud of
the daughterboard. You might be able to fit
it into a 3000T but, unless they are willing
to make senous modifications to the case.
A3000 owners will probably be out of luck.

What speed does  i t  run at ? Wel l .
Sysinfo, that notoriously unreliable bench-
mark, giv es  u s  a  ra t i ng  o f  a b o u t
38.13MIPS and 9.66MF1.,.OPS. Running it

EIF a dee doe dah

1125 a 1t 1111P poem until he dimougrpd
thi5 affelerator

d

Too warped
to fit?

I asked Bhttersoft whether the Sonnet
Doubler would work  on any  other
68040 accelerator card but it  seems
that most other accelerators don't use
the 68040 at  25MHz,  they all over-
clock t o 28MHz .  Th is  means  t he
Doubler will unfortunately not work as
it ac tually  relies  on t here being a
25MHz clock rate.

through AIBB gives us results of  around
twice the speed of  our s tandard 040
rating. But  is E399 too much to pay for
doubting the speed of your Amiga? It's
certainly on the edge of acceptability as
far as I'm concerned when you could have
a machine that is at least four t imes the

Nearly all PC motherboards these days come with what is known as a ZIF socket
for the CPU to sit in. ZIF is an acronym for Zero insertion Force and works by
having a socket with overwide holes in it for the CPU's pins to go into. There is
a lever on the side of the socket which, once you have inserted your Pentium or
whatever, you pull over until it locks once more

This basically locks the pins of the CPU in contact with a conductive layer
inside the socket. No more fiddling about trying to pry a chip out of its socket,
levering it this way and that with a small screwdriver, hoping you won't bend
any pins - just flip the lever back and the chip will just lift out.

As to why there aren't any ZIF sockets on Amiga motherboards or accelera-
tors. I can only surmise that this Is because the 6800  range of processors isn't
so swiftly obsolete (either that or the sockets cost too much).

Ami ga  C o m p u t i n g
O C T O B E R  1 9 9 5

HA R D W A R E

ublps4,L115i n
1
1

speed for about a grand. Admittedly, that
is over twice the amount  the Doubler
costs, but you would also have your origi-
nal 3640 board to sell,  and they fetch
somewhere between E300 and E450 for
the nght buyer.

That brings the cost of the CyberStorrn
down to between E550 and E700, a much
better proposition, especially when you
consider that you will get better memory
access and an optional SCSI-2 controller.
Of course, it  you can't  afford that extra
dash then the Doubler does represent a
good way of increasing the speed of your
machine for relatively little outlay.

s l a m  ESSEDII1115
1
—
'

RED -- Essential S L A C K  = Recommended

••••

the bottom line
Product: Sonnet Doubler

Supplier: Blittersoft
Tel: 01908 261466

Price: E•399
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or those who missed our initial
preview in Amiga Computing's
July issue, Tune Builder basica-

lly offers a totally unique approach to
musical production on the Amiga. In the
past, produc ing mus ic  to accompany
either v ideo or a mult imedia production
was both expensive and time consuming,
and more often than not both,

Fortunately with its arrival, custom-built.
pro-quality CD sound, is within the reach
of quite literally anyone. And there's no
need for any musical equipment, talent or
studio facilities.

As any vodeographer will tell you, quality
pre-recorded Music  is  expensive, and
even when you've got  the basic working
material you're still looking at a big invest-
ment in time, money and effort to edit and
incorporate the music into your produc-
tion. Even then you're by no means guar-
anteed that the end results will fit perfectly
into the overall production - crescendos in
the wrong place. quiet sections where you
want a bit of excitement, the list goes on.

Fortunately, Tune Builder puts all these
•  p r o b l e m s  to the sword by providing a fully

interac t ive cus tomis ing process that
allows the user to create music of precise
length, tailored throughout in the style of
your choice. Whether you need a change
of mood or a dramat ic  crescendo, the
exact slice of music you need can be slot-
ted exactly in the right spot and repeated
as often as necessary.

The question is. how can a combination

30
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The ba55 line
Aside from the ease of use,  time
savi ng a nd  al l  t he  ot he r  poi nt
bonuses for Tune Builder, the over-
r iding must for  any l ibrary is the
overall quality of the music. All too
often, libraries consist of innumer-
able synthesiser  specials wi th the
Inevitable 'chicken in a basket' over-
tones that make for more of a nove-
lty i tem than a ser ious production
tool.

In Tune Builders' case there is a
slight cheesy feel on the odd track,
but in general the collection is truly
excel lent wi th vocals and gui tars
blended with bel ievable brass and
Impressive percussion.  Better  still,
all the  maj or  sampl i ng for mats,
opti ons and r ates are suppor ted
across Amiga, PC and Mac and oth-
ers. There's even a direct support of
the Toccata card.

In short.  Tune Builder is nothing
shor t o f  essent i a l  f o r  a ny one
Involved in serious video or general
multimedia. It will literally save hun-
dreds of hours of hard graft while
improving your  overall  production
quality. I f you can afford it, and can
envisage a return on your  invest-
ment, you can't really afford to be
without it.

A m i g a  C o m p u t i n g
O C T O B E R  1 9 9 5

Qualitg
of a musical illiterate, some software, and
TB's accompanying CD's create pro-quali-
ty music that normally would keep a prci-
fessional musician busy for hours if  not
days. The simple answer is that although
you have control over the construction, the
tunes Themselves and all the hard graft
that went  into them has been done on
your behalf  by a team of  professional
musicians.

Obviously, the process of transforming
a musically inept computer jock into an
instant impresario all hinges on the skill of
those lov ely  peop le  wh o  p u t  TB ' s
Arpeggio CD collection together. During
what must have been a nightmare produc-
tion process, the musos behind the music
built multiple edit points directly into each
tune, which were then picked up by the
accompany ing s o f t w a r e  A s  a

Drag a nd drop sim p licity a midst incre dible
sound a nd production qua lity

flhiH and match
On initial boot-up, the first port of call is
the Library section where you audition
and select from the 344 assorted tunes
spread over the 12 accompanying CDs.
Needless to say, some form of fiftering,
not to mention auditioning, is essential,
but f o r t unat e ly  b o t h  a r e a s  a r e
something TB is particularly adept at.

Initially, the library presents you with
the complete list and you're free to scan
the collec t ion and read t he not es
appended to each track -  regardless of
whether the CD is actually in the drive.
If you find something you like the sound
of, either during a browse or a dedica-
ted search, it  can be tagged and will
then always appear in the search win-
dow regardless of subsequent search
parameters.

If time is of the essence, or perhaps
you already have a fi rm idea of what
you're after,  t he obv ious  step is  to

consequence, the software can lake a
slice out of this digital loaf and cut, copy
and paste it back in anywhere you need it.
As any muso will tell you, simply taking a
random slice out of a song and slapping d
down elsewhere is a recipe for disaster.
Unless  y ou' re e i t her  v ery  gi f t ed or
extremely lucky the timing, the key. and
overall continuity will be shot to bits.

LARGE AND SMALL
During testing I dissected and totally

reorganised entire tunes, shrank them to a
tenth of their original size and expanded
others from 30 second originals into min-
utes. Every lime the end results were per-
fect, no clicks, no pops, no agonising key
changes or obvious continuity faults well
perhaps one or two.,,

As you may  already  be aware,  one

Just a bout e ve ry sa mple  forma t imaginable
from a .b it  mono to  fu ll 1 6 -bit CD ste re o

forego browsing and go straight into a
search. As  you've probably gathered
courtesy of the screen shots, filtering the
344 tunes is particularly well implement-
ed. The first step is to select a style or
even multiple styles. If this doesn't trim
down the selection sufficiently you can
narrow the selection further by search-
ing by word, defining preferred tempos
and/or a range of  beats per minute.
Even track length, using greater, less or
exact parameters is an option.

DELIVERIES
During a complex search a click on

the button will usually deliver three or
four tunes, The next step is to audition
your selection and to do it you'll need to
fi re up your CD-ROM drive. As  you
select each track the software provides
a brief  ov erv iew in t he f orm of  an
editable note, the ID of the track, and
the CD on which it's stored,

If you then selec t  the CD Player
preview from the pull-down, a tape deck
control pops-up ready  to assist the
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Th. uitimate in p ick a nd m ix. With  3 4 4
tures to choose from the re 's no cha nce
if  running out of ide a s

minute of stereo CD quality audio trans-
lates into roughly 14Mb of storage space.
As a result_ actually producing 30 minutes
c4CD quality sound internally would bring
even the best equipped Amiga to its
knees. Consequently, TB offers a unique
approach to production by import ing the
original 16-bit data for the selected tune,
and from this it creates a more manage-
able 8-bit dummy. And its  this 8-bit clone
which TB us es  f o r  p rev iew dur ing
production.

As you'll discover later. you do have the

process on either searches or during
browsing. Alternatively, if  you s imply
double-click on the selected track the
CD drive will automatically locate it and
Start playback direct from the CD.

Obviously there's a chance that not all
your selections will be on the same CD.
Fortunately, if  you double-c lick on a
track that isn't on the current CD you'll
be prompted to insert the correct vol-
ume. And as an added safeguard, each
track which is on the current CD will be
highlighted with a star in the selection
window

Assuming you've found one or more
tracks you're particularly keen on, you
simply tag them and click on the project
button. At this point you'll be asked what
you want to import — either the currently
highlighted file or your complete selec-
tion, That done, the software sets about
importing the 16-bit data and generating
its 8-bit doppleganger. Assuming you've
imported all the tunes you require, sim-
ply select one and c lick  on t he al l
important Tune Builder button,
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Make your se le ct ions a nd import. Bu t  be a r
in mind you could  need 6 0 Afb of d isk spa ce
for the  nosogsa ty l b  a nd 8 -bit da ta

Opportunity to audition the available tunes
in 16-bit  prior to edit ing, so you should
have a good idea of the overall quality
beforehand. For the purists. 8-bit  may
seem like a worrying compromise, but in
reality the done is more than adequate for
basic edit decisions.

Once your designer tune Is complete,
the software reverts to the imported 16-bit
data and compiles your master tune in the
format and sound quality of your choice.
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The bottom MP
Product: Tune Builder

Supplier: AirWorks Media
Price: $999 none broadcast

Price: $18,999 Wand broadcast
rights

Tel: 001 403 424 9922 (Canada)
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Legato ley

Once inside the editor you're presented
with a waveform of the entire tune seg-
mented into numerous individual edits,
and it 's these seamless cuts that are
the key to the whole process.

Although the principle is inspired, the
actual production process is embarrass-
ingly simple. To audition the tune simply
click on the Play Original button, and if
you're perfect ly happy with things as
they are you can export the tune in the
rate and Pile format of your choice.

The next option is to interact a little
more by  spec if y ing a us er-defi ned
length for the tune you require — either
larger or smaller than the original. If you
add the length you need and click on
generate, TB automatically interpolates
the existing track to produce a custom-
built tune that will fit your time parame-
ter — usually to within one second.

If you don't like this initial mix you can
click again and TB will produce a new
variant. You can repeat the process as
of ten as  y ou l ik e and  t hen t ogg le
between the variat ions with the adja-
cent arrow keys. I f  this  s t ill doesn' t
quench you thirst for interaction, there's
Still lots of scope. The next option is to
use a combination of  shift and mouse
clicks to select  indiv idual sect ions —
more t han onc e i f  necessary .  Th e
selection is then played in sequence to
generate a completely  cus tom-built
tune. If you like it, again a simple click-
ing on the Export will generate a new
master_

INTERACTIVITY
The final and. without doubt, the most

flexible method is to opt for a full-blown
edit session by getting interactive with
the Assembler Bar directly below the
waveform. To use it you simply dick on
a s ec t ion y ou l ik e,  d rag  i t  ac ros s
and drop it  on the bar.  To  create an
entire tune you just  keeping clicking,
dragging and dropping until you have
exactly the arrangement and length you
need,

To audit ion your creat ion you can
click on the Play New button or shift
and drag over the section you want  to
hear. As you select a new block f rom
the waveform,  its counterparts in the
Assembler window light up. So it's easy
to construct repeats  or verse/chorus
sections.

You're also f ree to drop blocks in-
between existing selections and delete
others. I n short ,  complete drag and
drop control. II you need to fade the vol-
ume, a  click on the join between any
two b loc k s  ev ok es  t h e  Dy n a mi c
Adjustment Requester which allows you
to add space for voice-overs or fade out
tunes that perhaps slightly overrun the
require run-time.
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D-ROMS seem to be quite in
vogue a t  t he  moment .  You
would have a tough t ime trying

to buy a PC or Macintosh which is not fit-
ted with one, but if  s not fike Amiga owners
have been left behind, with Squirrel SCSI
CD-ROMS flying off the shelves quicker
than the hottest hot cakes.

The options available for Al200 owners
are quite straightforward -  get yourself a
Squirrel setup. Big box Amiga owners
have a much wider choice -  s lap In a
SCSI interface and take your pick of all
the SCSI CD-ROMS that are out there.

Both the Plextor and NEC drives are
internal drives so require a Mlle more work
lo fil than an external one. You connect
both to the SCSI board via a 50-way rib-
bon cable, making sure the red wire goes
10 pin 1. The CD audio can be piped
through a four-way connector at the back
and connected internally to your Amiga,
allowing any CD sound to be mixed with
the normal Amiga audio -  even though a
little surgery had to be performed to make
tie provided lead fit at the Amiga end. All
that is left to do is power up the CD with
an IDE power connector

Both the Plextor and NEC drives use
caddies. I think they are a pain but they do
alicrwi you to use the drives on their side -
it they are external drives -  and protect
the discs. They also have the usual array
of controls that appear on CD-ROMS -
headphone socket, volume controls, and
art elect button. All pretty thrilling stuff.

The Plextor drive is a quad-speed unit
and, when sysinfo is  in a good mood,
returns a transfer rate of more than 600k a
second. It appears to be a SCSI 1 device,
but this is no real disadvantage because
even the fastest CD-ROM is not exactly
pushing SCSI 110 its limits.

INSTRUCTIVE
7he manual that comes with the Plextor

n jam packed with installation instructions,
but unfortunately these are for the PC and
Mac. Having said that, a lot of this is rele-
vant sluff, but probably the only thing you
will need to know is how to change the
SCSI ID number.

Another feature the Plextor drive has is
that it ts possible to put it into audio CD-
ROM mode. When you first turn on the
computer, if  you hold the eject  but ton
Coven for three seconds the drive can then
Fiay audio CDs. Any music CD you put in
will be played, and you can skip tracks
tapping the elect button. Unfortunately,
only way you can get the CD-ROM

ck is by turning your computer off again.
As for the NEC, it does seems to be of

a slightly better construction, and is a sex-
tuple speed. SCSI 2 device. Again, when
sysinlo is in a good mood you can get a
tansfer rate of over 900k a second. The
only other major feature the NEC has over
the Plextor is a digital out  connector,
which would allow you to get perfect sam-
ples oft any CD. If you have the facilities to
me this I am sure it will be very welcome.

Having said that, the CD door on the
NEC can be locked open.  This  might

Ease of use 7
Imple me nta tion 8
Value for  money 7
Overall 8

Drive SysInfo Copy File AminetSearch

Aiwa aCD300 305k 28.8 secs 5,0 secs
Plextor PX4cx 610k 16.6 secs 3.8 secs
NEC 6Xi 910k 12.6 secs 4.1 secs.1

AMINET 5
M r  A o  • 1 ...•14, 4 . 4 . 0  ••••••• -r

'
•
•
•  
•

Mauls 4 fiell /Rohl taffP5 two of the

late5t 1
.
0 - 0 1
1 5  
f o
r  
a  
s o
i n

4111
66--

II

1
sound a  real ly  t r iv ial
point, but when you are
flinging CDs in and Out of
it all day, it is actually really
useful not to have to bother
mess ing about  t ry ing t o
prop open t he CD  doo r
when inserting the caddy.

In practice, there seemed to be very lit-
tle difference between the two drives, even
though the NEC is  a sex tuple-speed
mechanism. The Plextor does have a 1Mb
buf fer and a random access  t ime of
220ms, which could be the reason for the
Plextor beat ing the NEC drive at  the
Aminet Search. It is also difficult to spot
the speed increase of  the NEC when
doing directory lis lings  and animat ion
replays.

At the end of  the day, whether you
choose the NEC or Plextor will come down
to how much you are willing to spend.
There is  a very  not iceable dif ference
between using a quad-speed over a dual-
speed CD-ROM, but whether the extra 70
pounds for the NEC compared to the
Plextor is worth it  is something you will
have to decode. z z e

Spud 5t0tisti3
For all you slat freaks, a little selection of speed comparisons•
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The bottom linP
Product: Plextor PX43cx

Supplier: First Computer Centre
Price: 239.99

Phone.' 0113 2319444
E-Mail:

sales @ firstcomdemon.co.uk

Product: NEC 6Xi
Supplier: First Computer Centre

Price: 312.99
Phone: 0113 2319444

E-Mall:
sales fi rstcom demon.cauk

Ease of use
Imple me nta tion
Value  for mone y
Overall

7

6
7
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Tina llarkett and bareth loftbou52 round-up 50

of flip 11713171/ 5fledifel 5115IPM5 wadable for

MA Multimedia Haim Speaker Sotem

Given Aiwa's  reputation for top-quality
equipment such as their latest CD-ROM
drive which received a Blue Chip Award
last month,  high hopes were held for
their mid-priced speakers.

The Aiwa speakers,  although quite
compact ,  are s t y lish in des ign and
because they are slim. fit nicely by the
side of  your monitor without taking up

too much space. Three control buttons
are situated at the lop and as well as the
usual power button, there is a Surround
control which, in theory, gives you more
of a s t ereo ef fec t  due t o t he Front
Surround Circuit ry .  Howev er,  when
tested it didn't actually alter the sound a
great deal.

From such small speakers you do get
quite a powerful sound. although bass
sounds don't come across all that well,
and unfortunately ,  although it  c laims
'Dynamic  Super Linear Bass ',  it  s t ill
sounds fairly tinny.

At this price the Aiwa still feels like a
durable, sturdy system, and if you're not
too fussy about deep bass sounds then
the Aiwa provides value for money.

Product: Aiwa SC-055
Pnce: £49.99
Supplier: Aiwa

Tel: 0181-897 7000

Sound qua l i ty
Features
Build qua l i ty
Overall

6
7
a
7

Ami ga  C o m p u t i n g
O C T O B E R  1 9 9 5

sony 5H5-Pcso
Probably  t he mos t  ugly  speakers  on the market ,  t he Si
SRS-PC50 are designed to be attached to the side of your mon
although rubber feet do allow them to be placed on your desktop.

Featuring built-in amplifiers that give a total of 5W, they are
magnetically shielded to
prevent  dis tort ion on
your monitor. The con-
trols are placed on the
side of the speaker so
when mount ed  t hey
would f a c e  f o rwa rd
allowing ease of use. A
bass c ont rol c an b e
adjusted to give deeper
sounds arid the quality
overall is good.

Product: Sony SRS-PC50
Price: £79.99
Supplier: Gem

Tel: 01279 442842

Sound qua l i ty
Features  1
Build qua l i ty
Overall
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Yamaha yst-ms Powered Monitor Speaker5

The cheaper of the Yamaha set, the YST offers
only a three Watt  per channel output,  but  as
we've seen before this is usually irrespective of
the sound quality you get. However, in this case
the sound is very feeble and reflects the low
wattage.

Design is rather questionable too. Apart from
looking like an upmarket  air  f reshener,  t he
speakers don't  feel as  if  they 'd surv ive any
knocks or bumps ,  The  c ont rols  are  f ront -

mounted which makes them easy to reach, but
because of  the lightness of  build you have to
have both hands free to support the speaker
while you make your adjustments. Their size
also makes them fiddly and even those with the
most nimbles t  of  fi ngers  are going to have
problems.

Feature wise it comes complete with an extra
output socket to allow it  to be connected to
Something like a very impressrve sub-woofer. A
presence dial allows you to change the amount
of treble you get but unfortunately this wasn't all
that responsive. For this sort of  price, you're
better off going for the Power Speakers or the
Aiwa which both feel like they should last a lot
longer and provide better value for money.

Product: Yamaha YST-M5
Price: E49

Supplier: Yamaha Kombals
Tel: 01908 366700

Sound quality
Features
Build quality
Overall

4
5

Egdec ay-FI Pro 2
Zydec may not have the brand image that Sony and
Yamaha products carry, but this arguably accounts for
their lower pricing. The question is, can they match the
bog boys in terms of sound quality?

The first noticeable point is their strange. and some
would say tacky, styling, with the pink and wobbly
power button standing out like a sore thumb. However,
their upward tilt makes some sense considering theyll

be set on a desktop well below ear level. Unpretentious but comprehensive controls Include
volume, bass and treble, though they are rather stiff to use Combine this fact with the units
lightweight and not very solid look and feel and the Zydec begins to look less durable than
virile el its more expensive rivals

Sound qua *  is not at all bed, and high volumes
re attainable without too much distortion. The

bass has impressive depth and mid-range clarity is
reasonable consider ing the price. The trade-otf
between bass and size is less impressive, however,
'flan with the more compact Yamaha speakers.

It you're not bothered about looks and ergonom-
ics a nd  let's face it. it's not as important for com-
puter applications as with a hi-fi t h e n  the Zyli
oilers a per fectly decent sound sol uti on for
standard Amiga purposes

Product: Zy-ti Pro 2
Price: E46.99

Supplier: Special Reserve
Tel: 01279 600204

Sound quality.
Features
Build quality
Overall

7
5
7
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Song (55-0100

An all-in-one set designed to fit snugly underneath
your monitor, this unit from Sony is at the higher end
of the computer speaker market. Magnetically shiel-
ded to prevent distortion of your monitor picture and
boasting an unusual array of extras, on paper it
already looks like one of the tidiest audio solutions.

The Sony's large base is designed to support mon-
itors up to 25 kg. and though it  looks big when
removed from the box, it actually takes up less desk
space than having a couple of small speakers wired
up next to the computer. The only passible problem
might be that when used with big box Amigas. the
Sony will put your monitor at a neck-straining height.

In terms of sound quality, the Sony was a strong
performer. Of course it suffered from the same limita-
tions you'd expect from cheap midi hi-fis, such as a
lack of depth in the sound. but to expect much more
for under £100 would be unfair. At least the bass was
substantial enough to avoid too much linnyness,
providing the bass booster was turned to full.

A downside of having everything located neatly
beneath the monitor is that the speakers are too close
to properly benefit from stereo. In fairness, though.
few computer users will be overly bothered on this
count.

The Sony scores points for efficiency, for although
it has a low wattage, high volumes can be achieved
with distortion only occurring at the very highest out-
put -  which is a lot more than can be said for many of
its rivals_

Connection to the computer is made using the
standard left-right channel audio jacks, but  more
unusual are the secondary set of ports hidden behind
a flap mounted on the unit's front. These allow for the
connection of video, a microphone and a Discman or
Walkman. Not only is it good to have these available,
but the fact that users won't  have to fiddle around
behind the unit too much is also a welcome feature.

Finally, it has to be said that paired with the right
monitor, the Sony's smart fascia can only make your
kit look more impressive. Strong on sound and fea-
tures, this sound system is a high calibre contender.
and only  its price will make serious users have
second thoughts about buying.

Product: Sony CSS-B100
Price: E85

Supplier: GEM
Tel: 01279 442842

Sound quality
Features
Build quality
Overall

8
9
7
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Sound quality 8
Features 8
Build quality 8
Overall 8

Yamaha ysT-ollo + Subwoorer

The Yamaha MlOs are a pair of  10
watt speakers f rom another rep-
utable brand name which boasts
unusual and elegant styling to match
some impressively named special
features including pure spruce wood
cones and the exc lus ive Ac t ive
Servo Technology.

The latter facility is another way of
giving the bass surprising depth con-
sidering how compact this pair of
speakers actually is. Hav ing said
that, howev er ,  s imi lar ly  pr ic ed

systems in the round-up fared equal-
ly well. Front mounted controls veer
from convention slightly with a knob
to control 'presence* rather than tre-
ble or bass. Roughly speaking, how-
evei, this seems to perform a similar
function to the standard treble con-
trol, whereas bass didn't appear to
be very adjustable at all.

Clarity of sound was highly com-
petitive in its class, and the inclusion
of a port to allow the connection of a
subwooter wi l l  mak e t hem very
appealing as components of a highly
serious mult imedia sound system.
The inclusion of jacks and adapters
make an encouraging bonus since
they allow minimal fuss connection
to be made with anything from your
Amiga to your hi-fi. This is instantly
preferable to having to go through a
monitor headphone jack as is the

Hill Hi
-
Fi 
a u
a l i
t g  
5
D
e
a
k
e
1
5

Boasting a hefty 80 wat ts  and priced at  only  E49.95, these
speakers f rom Hi 0  seemed too good to be t rue,  but  put t ing
them to the test we found that our cynicism wasn't in the least bit
justified.

Mounted on their own stand, they are a lot bigger than the oth-
ers we looked at and the space conscious may find their bulk off-
putt ing. Simi lar  in s ize to t he Primax  giants ,  i f  s ty le is  an
important factor then the Hi0 ones win hands down.

While the Primax speakers had sturdy top-mounted switches,
these have some rather fl imsy switches situated on the front.
Although they allowed for some accurate alterations to be made
to the volume, bass and treble, they did feel that  any heavy
handling might just snap them off.

Overall though, for the user who requires a good quality sound
at a very affordable price, these come well recommended.

Competing at the lower end of the market, the 60 watt
Primax speakers  st ill supposedly  have loads  more
wattage than far more expensive speakers. By now, how-
ever, you're probably beginning to realise that this doesn't
seem to count for much in terms of sound quality.

This pair Is very small and simply styled, with magnetic
shielding to prevent picture distortion if they're used in
close proximity to the monitor. Simple controls include vol-
ume and bass, while connection is only possible to the
Amiga via a monitors headphone socket - unless you buy
an adaptor, that is. Sound quality is perfectly adequate

Am i ga  C o m p u t i n g

case with some of the alternatives.
The only complaint might be that

these speakers ought  to be a bit
cheaper, and as standalone's their
sound is not quite on a par with the
Sony's, St ill,  some buyers  won' t
mind paying extra for Yamaha build
quality, and when connected to the
Yamaha subwooler this system is so
far unbeatable.

Product: Yamaha YST-MlOs
Price: £69

Subwooter £116
Supplier: Yamaha Kembals

Tel.' 01908 366700
Sound quality
Features
Build quality
Overall

8
8

Product: Stereo Speakers
Price: £49.95 (+P&P £7.00)

Supplier: HiQ Limited
Tet 0181-909 2092

PrigIN GO watt
considering the price, but like its big brother it tends to
overstretch itself with distortion apparent after the volume
has been raised by just over a third of its capacity.

Still, they will prove perfectly adequate for gamesplay-
ing and the like, and compared to rival unit's they have a
reassuring weightiness that suggests higher than average
sturdiness. In short, they're a low budget offering that's
worth considering.

Product: Primal( 60 watt
Price: £39.99

Supplier: Primate UK
Tel.' 01235 559922

Sound quality
Features
Build quality
Overall

6

7
7

rimaH 5ound5torm
210 Watt

The Soundstorm range are a new coil
lion of  computer speakers designed
establish their makers, Primax, as a t
developer of  mult imedia peripheral
Boasting 240 watt power, this top of t
range pair promised much in compariser
to the 5-10 watt average in its rivals.

Unsurprisingly, they are rather large
and will prove an encumbrance on desk
already straining underneath the weight
printers, hard drives and CD-ROMs. It
terms of appearance. they bear the clos
est resemblance to standard hi-fl speak
ers thanks to their box-like, basic design,

The standard audio-system similarittee
are also borne out by the inclusion of 4
woofers and 2" tweeters for more cons/trial
l ig bass and treble sounds. Like all good
computer speakers, however, they include
a built-in power amplifier.

The controls are comprised of the stae
dard treble, bass and volume but they're
top mounted which makes adjustmente
slightly more convenient than when knobt
are located at the base of the speakers.

High volumes certainly are attainable
with these speakers -  though the increase
over 10 watt rivals is far less dramatic
than you might expect. The real problem,
however, is that the volume doesn't have
to be pushed up that  high before the
sound becomes badly distorted, which
obv ious ly  mak es  that  excess  power
practicably unusable.

Even if volumes are kept within a low b:
medium range, the speakers were slit
none too impressive considenng the once
Amiga owners would be well advised
either buy something cheaper or go f
the Yamaha top-range speakers if thee
want real power paired with accuracy.

Product Primax Soundstorrn 240
Watts

Price: E74.99
Supplier: Primax UK
Tel: 01235 559922

Sound quality
Features
Build quality
Overall
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Our lirst letter this month comes
from an obvious madman who...
well,  let  him tell it  in hts own
words:

I was prompted to write to you by
the litt le snippet you placed on
page 46 of  Issue 88,  namely
"GET WRITING." One single let-
ter won't  exactly give you your
requested sackful, but d you pnnt
this in its ent irety, then,  what  with your
answers, you'll have at  least a couple of
extra pages to fill!

Firstly, I must thank you for your excellent
magazine which I have followed carefully
and with pleasure ever Since issue one. I
am so very glad (as I'm sure are a good
many others) to see f rom your well-bal-
anced coverage that Escom are about to re-
kindle the glowing embers of our old -
f r i e n d 'C. ,  I am sure they will help...

next got  my  itchy fi ngers on a 1 k
Acorn Atom, which was held together. as I
remember, by much black adhesive...

...Then at last, I got my eager hands on a
WB1.2 Amiga 500 complete with 'Hi-res'
1084 monitor, bought on the strength of...

...Enough of the lovey dovey sentimental-
ity though. and on to my first ever cry for
help from your good selves...

I've loved the idea of computers for as
long as I can remember (I dreamed nightly
of ENIAC and COLOSSUS for months)...

have the ubiquitous 1Mb 3.5" floppy
drive (df0: Anticlick provided courtesy of
Magic Workbench. A replacement for DPI:
should be on its way by the t ime you read
this). one 40Mb Quantum P4OS SCSI hard
drive._ h a v e  1Mb ChipRAM as standard
with 2Mb FastRAM added, plus 4Mb of 32-
bit wide SuperFastRAM on an SSL A5000
68020 accelerator board I  also have an
MFM hard drive, formatted to 29Mb, on the
far side of an A2288 bricigeboard...

...I also upgraded to WB2.1 about a year
ago. In retrospect. I have found this to have
been quite a wise move, although I some-
times wish I had waited for v3.1 to arrive...

...the MFM drive now acts as my DH2:,
named 'Archive', formatted as a single (WS
partition with the standard WB formal com-
mand (Yes, I did see the warnings about
IDE drive low level formatting before under-
taking the task!). For a couple of years all
was fine...

...The drive was to all intents and purpo-
ses dead. Finally, I checked it through with
QBTools, again without much success...

salvaged what was possible and again
re-formatted. All subsequent system checks
showed up as OK -  no read/write errors
being reported. This same failure has now
occurred three times in the last three
months and happy is no longer my middle
name! Each time the system fails il reports
a -
R
e a
d /
w
r i
t e  
e
r
r
o
r  
o
n  
t
r
a
c
k  
m
o
o
c
"
.
.
.

...use the bay that would free up for an

50 I did
internal CD-ROM drive. They are
obtainable quite cheaply these
days, are they not?...
...On the subject of DI P.  I run
ProPage 4.0 but CacheEdit gives
me an  'Out  of  memory '  error
when l a u n c h e d  f r o m  t h e
Workbench...
...perhaps I should have stuck
with PageStream, 'cos from what
I've s een  o f  WordWor t h  i t ' s

rn.u.c.h. o  M i n d  you
PPage doesn't  exactly zip along does it?
Thank heaven for the Article Editor..

...0h how I wish I had my old Star LC10
colour printer back. Considering its age. it
seemed to be able to 'turn its hand' to any-
thing and everything I threw at it  -  and I
sometimes did!

Finally, if  you've read this far, thanks
tor bearing with me and I look forward to a,
doubtless abridged (you're not  kidding -
en). version of this letter appearing...
Long l i v e  t h e  A m i g a  a n d  A m i g a
Technologies GmbH! May their bytes never
fall to bits.

Simon Smalley, Lincoln

Mr Smalley. who is  apparent ly 50 going
on 15,  sent us a total  of 2720 words,
accompanied by several sheets of print
out detai l ing his assigns, Workbench.
Kickstart and DOpus version numbers,
and Sysi nfo pr i ntouts of the per for -
mance of his machine in several areas.
In answer to your queries, Mr Smalley. I
only have room for  very curt answers
now, so pay attention:
1. It's probably because your MFM drive
Is so old that  you are hav ing so many
problems. Your  best bet would be to
ditch i t as soon as possible and get a
sensible size SCSI hard drive for your
machine. I believe you should be able to
use a par ti tion for  the br i dgeboar d,
although it might be a little tough to set
up. You shoul d be able to pick up a
500Mb drive for around E150 these days
and y ou c an never have enough hard
drive space.
2. The MegaChip is good but, yes, I think
you would have problems fi tt ing it along
with the A5000_
3. I t 's  been a wh i le  s inc e I  las t  us ed
ProPage, but I thought that CacheEdit
was  p a r t  o f  P r o P a g e  3  a n d  ma d e
redundant in vers ion 4. As you say, t ry
switching back to PageStream. Frank
Nord tells me the latest version is pretty
impressive.
4. Not much you can do about a pr int
head for a dot matrix other than replace
it unfortunately.

Lastly, thanks for your letter, it bright-
ened up the office on a dull  day and I
hope you will be able to put the E50 prize
money to good use in upgrading your
machine.

A m i g a  C o m p u t i n g
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I hav e  jus t  bough t  a  s ec ond-ha
Amiga 500 with hard drive, Workbe
2.1. etc. and I was  given some of ye
magazines. You gave away  Perso
Font Mak er on the cover of  your M
1994 issue number 73. Do you have
back issue of  that  number that  I e
buy?

K Stevens, Be

You can certainly write In for  a ba
issue, we do have issue 73 In stoc
The a ddr e s s  i s  t h e  s a m e  an
cheques or  pos tal orders  should
made pa y a bl e  t o I DG Medi a  an
made out  f o r  t he amoun t  of  E4.4
Alternatively, I f you have a CD-RO
drive you can buy the Personal Sul
of programs on CD for  only E39.
from our  Personal  Pai nt coverdi
otter.

HPIOing hand 11
I am the proud owner of an A500+
4Mb RAM.  a 120Mb hard drive and
PC card as well.

After rearranging my hard drive file
managed to lose the software that t



I  t h e  PC card and it ' s  dr iv ing me
mad trying to find the correct soft-
ware. so I was wondering if you
could help me in my  quest?

The PC card is  a produc t

1 1  Called t h e  K C S  P C

PowerPacker. I hope either
you or a fellow reader may
be able to help me.

Julian Sort feet,113 Kershaw Avenue, Litt le
Lever, Bolton 8L3 10S
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Hopefully there's a kind reader
out there who would be willing to
help Mr Sorfl eet  out  as  KCS s eem
to have disappeared into the aether.

Helping hand
I am a newcomer to the Amiga having
recently purc has ed a  s ec ond-hand
Amiga 500 Plus in 'as new' condition
and in its original packaging.

The machine came with a  RocGen
gentock with a test disk. However, when
this tesVdemonstration disk is inserted
after Workbench 2.04 all goes well with
the colour bars test, but every time I try
the SCRIPT i con' get  the message
'Software failure.'

I arn unable to refer back to the origi-
nal owner who has moved house,  so
Mild you please inform me who the
agents are for  the RocGen genl ock
andi'or where I  could obtain another
tuncornipted) demo disk.

Also with this kit,  there is  a st rip of
Amiga fax cards, all with the suffix 3. On
the Music 3 card it states that other fax
cards were issued with the June and
July issues of Amiga Computing and

i5C0M adult

While it is good news that the Amiga has finally
tome out of limbo (having finally been bought out
by German company Escom) I have some fears
which I would like to voice:
1. Once Escom begin produc ing the A l 2 0 0
again. I hope they will take their time to do so
instead of just rushing it  out. Af ter all, look at
what happened when Sir Clive Sinclair attempted
to meet demand with his Spectrum in the 1980s
— they were not  even tested before hitt ing the

; Shelves and consequent ly ,  many  machines
included serious faults.
2. Will many of  the sof tware developers who
decided to quit the Amiga when they believed it
.10 be a lost cause actually come back to it again?
Some of them seem to have made up their minds
already and just don't give a damn about the
Al200's future any more.
3. How can we be sure that Escom don't make
the same mistakes Commodore did with regard

letters please
You asked for more letters pages.
but what you don't seem to realise

is the fact that you have to write Into
us. To give you a further incentive,

we will offer E50 from * O m
Phillips* wages to the beet letter
written. But please keep quiet

about it, as Adam doesn't
know...

Yep, I've just checked Silica's ad and it does st ill say that. I expect the best that

I

can be hoped for is that you get the refund and that other people can learn from
your example.

that back  issues are available.  Could
you tell me if that is still the case and if
so what the price would be.

A E Lott. Reading

Again, any readers who can help Mr
or Ms Lott with their problem should
write into me and I'll pass the infor-
mat ion  o n .  A s  t o  t h e  A mi g a  f a x
cards, they were pr inted a fair while
ago and I 'm afraid our  back issues
don't go back that far.

I have recently purchased an Amiga
600 upgraded to 2Mb.  My problem is
with expanding the system. I was  origi-
nally planning to fit a hard drive and an
external fl oppy ,  modem and printer.
However, every  t ime I go to the local
computer shops they keep stating that I
would be wasting my money and that I
should buy a PC. What I would like to

to the launching of new machines and keeping its
customers informed? I hope they do not intend to
blitz the market with a fleet of 'super machines',
as a more sensible option would be to just create
one and let  it be the basis of all future develop-
ments. The original A500 is a prime example of
this and even today it is still a grand machine — I
know, a friend of mine still has one!
4, Do Escom intend to fully support the Amiga
with a vigorous advertising campaign and per-
haps show it as a 'serious' computer and not just
something for the kids to play on?

David 0'  Conner,
Dinnington, South Yorkshire

We wil l  undoubtedly  cont inue to get  a lot  of
mail about the Escom situation, so let's go
over David's points one by one.
1. Escom are a very large company with mas-
sive manufacturing resources unlike Sinclair

L E T T E R S

111u5i(al in5trument doe5n't interfam
I have spent a lot of  time, effort and money trying to get a good Midi kit
together, only to find that the device meant to run it all is incapable of the
task by design. I don't know if any of your readers has had similar problems
with t he CD32/SX-1 but  I would like to mak e t hem aware that  t he
CD321SX-1 module is not compatible with MIDI interfaces and does not

come with any Workbench disks.
The advertisement placed by Silica states quite categoncally that the SX-1
turns the CD32 into 'a fully functioning Amiga 1200 compatible computer.'

This is not the case. I have asked for a refund from Silica and I will get back
to you if I encounter any problems.

Mg wife won't
It  me

A m i g a  C o m p u t i n g
O C T O B E R  1 9 9 5

Roy Sharp, Liverpool

know is  whether this is t rue and if  not,
what s ize hard drive would you recom-
mend a s  a  mi n i mu m.  A ls o ,  i s  t h e
Internet accessible to my computer and
Workbench 2.

If you recommend buying an Al200,
that  wou ld  unf or t unat e ly  be  out  o f
the question as my wife is already nag-
ging me about  was t ing money  on the
A600.

Andrew Brooks, Rochdale

It might have been better  for  you to
have bought  an Al 2 0 0  i n the fi r st
place,  Andr ew.  but  no y ou don' t
need to di tch the 600 and buy a PC.
The minimum size for a hard drive is
whatever you can afford,  but  try to
get as large a drive as possible — it'll
soon fill up.

Once you've got a hard drive and a
modem (preferably 14, 4k or  28.8k)
you wi l l  have the  mi ni mum setup
necessar y f o r  I nt e r ne t  a c c e s s .
although to be able to use Mosaic to
browse the World Wide Web properly
you will need Workbench 3.x.

46:1Y

Research in the days of the Spectrum. so I
think it's unlikely that you'll ever see Amigas
with as  m a ny  pr obl ems as  t hos e  ear l y
Spectrums. However, I do agree that Escom
shoul dn't just r ush thi ngs thr ough.  They
need to pay attenti on to bundl i ng deals,
packaging and adver tising to ensur e the
Al200 and A4000T regain their place in the
computing hierarchy.
2. Certainly you will see the re-emergence of
Amiga developers, distributors and retailers.
As mentioned in this week's C M ,  retailers
are crying out for all things Amiga, but they
can't get new games or  serious software to
meet the demand.
3. I  thi nk that Escom actual ly do need to
diversify the Amiga range in order to capture
the niches left for  it. The A500 was a great
machine as you say, but it's time to move on.
4. We'll just have to wait and see.
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AMIGA COMPUTING ADVICE SERVICE
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your PMbarld55ing fiE1501731

fimiga probiem5

Final Writer WOR5
t a  My  situation has now reacheddesperation stakes and I am in

serious danger of taking a ham-
mer to my Amiga 1200 and the HP520
that is attached.

I am running Final Writer 2.1, and the
problem is that I cannot print past 10.5
Inches -  any thing af ter this  is being
ignored and not carried over to the next
page. I have exhausted all the options in
the p rogram and in t he Work benc h
preferences.

Also, I would like to expand my mem-
ory v ia a  t rapdoor board.  I  recent ly
acquired a 4Mb SIMM from an old 386

ROO kegboard
I have recently acquired an Anna 600 and I am antic
,by the lack ol a numeric keypad and would like to allac•.

one I  have several PC keyboards lying around What I
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A500*, so will support a numeric keypad I  do feel,
however, that the biggest problem is how you will

attach the PC keyboard.
As the A600 uses a r ibbon cable the same as the Al200.  it

NM be guile a task to convert the PC keyboards 5-pin connec-
tor to the Amiga's r ibbon i f  you do manage it. there is a pro-
gram on Aminet to help retnap PC keyboards for use with thp
Amiga

A m i g a  C o m p u t i n g
O C T O B E R  1 9 9 5

(0 Dilemma5

Andrew. Northernotonshit

In the near future I am going to upgrade into the world of CD by adding a CD
l )  -a d r i v e  to my computer. I  have taken a fancy to Power Comput ing's dual

drive, but have just noticed the price drop in the CD32.
I am now wondering which to buy, as I know the CD32 can be attached to the

Al200. Will the CD32 act in the same way as a CD drive? I do not want to use the
two separately for CDs and floppies, but want to use the two as one.

I have seen some CDs that are only CO32 compatible, and also know about the
FMV option, which inclines me to buy the CD32. I will be using the CD drive for CD32
games, audio CDs, public domain, and the odd encyclopaedia. Which would give me
the greatest access to the huge world of CD?

Just one more quick question -  how do I gel OctaMED sound files to play from m
startup-sequence?

As with most things in life, which ever decision you make will involve

r c om pr om i s e s .  If you must have 100 per cent CD32 compatibility, thenthe only  real opt ion is to buy a CD32. You can then use something like
the Communicator! i to allow you to access the CD32 via parnet.

Basically, you get an icon on the Workbench and can access the CD32 like a
normal device, such as a fl oppy or hard drive.  The maior down s ide to this is
you wil l  only be get t ing around 20 to 40K a second transfer, which is not  much
better than fl oppy access.

Your other opt ion is to go for the Power Comput ing offering. That consists of
either a dual or quad-speed CD, and the excellent Squirrel SCSI-II interface. The
CO32 emulat ion might  not  be perfect, but  most  recent CO32 games. and hope-
fully  all f uture releases.  wi l l  be writ t en wit h these CD32 emulators  In mind.
Therefore, future compat ibility  should be much better.

The other  thing you should keep in mind is that with the last option you are
gett ing a SCSI CD-ROM and a PCMCIA SCSI-II adapter. This means that there is
a good possibility  that they could be used on a future Amiga,  or any other com-
puter, with the right software, and the fact you have a SCSI interlace means it is
possible to lit  up to another six devices onto the SCSI chain.

The biggest  benefit, however,  is that you can access the CD at its  max imum
transfer rate -  300k a second for a dual-speed drive.  That  is  around 15 t imes
faster than the Communicator II, and if  you are planning to use PO discs a lot
then this could be quite an important  point.

I would go for the Power Comput ing system. You get  a SCSI CD-ROM that
could be used with any  other computer with a SCSI interface. The CD access
on the A l200 s ide is  Infi nitely  faster,  and on t op of  all that  you have got  a
SCSI-II Interface.

When you say sound fi les, do you mean samples or complete modules? To
play a module,  edit  your user-startup file, found in the S: drawer,  and add 'Run
>NIL: <NIL;  OctaMEDPlayer -Path and Module Name-'.  Make sure a copy of  the
OctaMEDPlayer is in your C drawer,  or on the path list.

If you mean a sample, do exactly the same but instead of the OctaMED play
you will need to use a sample player.

PC. Could you please tell me if it is possi-
ble to utilise it in any of the current Al200
memory expansions. Finally,  the button
menu utility you gave away is marvellous,
but certain programs will not run, even
though the path entered is an exact replica
of opening the program using the mouse.
Why is this?

John Cleator. Liverpool

I would be inclined to say you
do not  have enough memory

for Final Writ er t o c reate the
entire page. but  if  this was the case it
would s imply  produc e an error mes-
sage. All I can suggest is you reduce all
the margin values in the page and sec-
tion menus to zero. Set the page size to
A4 and draw a couple of  boxes,  one
Ins ide the ot her,  in t he bot t om t wo
Inches. and see how muc h y ou are

then losing. I use Final Writer with a
HP550C and find it will al low me t
print  up to 11 inches .  Af t er that
printer cuts the rest of t

Unfortunately,  the SIMM you ha
appears to be a 30-pin SIMM, so is on
16-bit and cannot be used in any of
Al200 expansion cards.

As f or y our las t  query ,  many  pr
.grams  require what  is  k nown as a

Assign to be made -  s imply  just  ru
ning the program is  not  enough. Th
use the Ass ign to fi nd other fi les
they require to run.  Galaga, for exa
pie. uses a Music assign which poi
to the directory containing all its mu
modules.

Assigns are not  very nicely  imp
mented on a basic  Amiga.  being h
den away and only changeable via t
shell.  A  p r o g r a m s uc h  as  MCP e



Do you have a problem? Do you sometimes
find yourself poised over your Amiga with axe
In hand, spouting profanity at the stubborn
refusal of your Amiga software or hardware to
behave property?

Well, calm down and swap the axe for pen
and paper, jot down your problems, along
with a thorough description of your Amiga

setup. and send It off to Amiga Computing Advice Service. IDG
Media. Media House. Adlington Park, Macclesfield SKI() *NIP. Or e-
mail us at ACAStfacomp.demon_co.uk

AssignPreis  giv es  y ou a nic e GUI
front-end to add, change and remove
assigns. which makes looking after
your assigns a lot easier.

A500 PHRI151011
i have an A500 and would like
to know what  is  involved in
upgrading to OS 2.04 or 3.1. I

know you can buy ROM kits and that
they come with fitting instructions, but
are they easy to understand by a com-
plete novice like me? Do they need
speoal tools, and do they come with the
Workbench disks as well? Is it also pos-
sible to use the 3.1 ROMs  in conjunc-
hon with a ROM switcher?

At some point in the future I would
also like to lit  a hard drive, but  there
seem to be so many  dif ferent  sorts
!Owl really know which one would be
best.

Rose &lasted, Oxon

r  W i t h  regards to upgr adi ng
your  A5 0 0 ' s  K i c k s t a r t
chip. I  woul d suggest you

went for the OS 3.1 kit. How difficult
this is depends  on  wha t  rev is ion
your A500 is .  Bas i c a l l y ,  i f  y o u r

oue5tion5?

Amiga is  no more than s ix -years  old
It s hould be a rev is ion s ix  mac hine.
The only  way to fi nd out  for sure is to
open y our  mac hine up,  remov e t he
metal shield by carefully bendi ng all
the tabs up.  and somewhere on the
mother board,  normally on the r ight-
hand si de,  ther e wi l l  the  r evi si on
number.

If i t is an earl ier version than six
you are goi ng to have to do a bi t of
amateur electronics,  and dependi ng
on how adventurous you are i t may
be bes t  t o get  a qualifi ed elec t ric ian
to do the job.  If, however,  you have a
rev is ion s ix  machine,  fi t t ing the ROM
is a case of  carefully  pr is ing the old
ROM out  of  i ts base -  a fl at  head
scr ewdr i ver  p u s h e d  c a r e f u l l y
between the chi p and the  base at
each end shoul d do the tr ick -  and
then replacing i t wi th the new ROM.
making sure you place i t the correct
way around. There are clear markings
on the chip and i ts base.  so this is
obvious.

It is possible to use a ROM switch-
er, but  why do want  to? I  am sur e
once you use 3.1 y ou wi l l  wonder
how you ever  managed usi ng 1.3.
When OS 2 first appeared there was a
legit imate use f or ROM switches,  but
nowadays ever y pr ogr am wi l l  r un
under OS 3.

As for  fi tti ng a har d dr i ve I n the
future,  fi ve years  ago y ou c ould not
move f or  Am i ga  5 0 0  ha r d dr i v e
adverts, but now A500 stuff is getting
pretty thin on the ground. The easiest
way to add a hard drive to an A500 is
to choose any of  the ones that fits
Into the si de expansi on sl ot.  Y ou
should also consi der  getti ng some
extra memor y,  as each har d dr i ve
partition uses up some memory and

Uiorkbenth blue5
I have an Amiga 500 and a ROM switc-

\ „ ,  h e r  fitted with Kickstart  1.3 and 2.05. I
have just Increased my  hard drive from

40 t o  3 5 0 Mb  a n d  h a v e  a  Megac h ip
installed. My problem is that on the initial start
„o I am getting the message 'pure bit  not set'.
y'inat is this pure bit and how do I set it?

If I switch to 2.05 and boot my system, every-
thing becomes very slow and jerky. I am told this
is because it is still booting Workbench 1.3. How
can I get my system to detect which ROM I have
selected, and automat ically  boot  the correct
Workbench?

Finally, when using Pen Pal I find it very use-
ful to use the CMD function to redirect the output
to my hard drive,  and then print  later.  This
always worked fine, but since changing the hard
drive, every time I use i l l  gel a blank screen and
a redirecting data message. When I then quit
Pen Pal I am left with just the blank screen and
Workbench cannot be found.

M Dennett, Somerset

Mor kben oh r e l e a s e

Bigger,  be tte r a nd Vaster. Eve ry a spe ct  of Workbe nch
3.1 i v  a n improve me nt ove r the  now decropild 1 .3

Normally,  the pure bit  error is  associ-
ated wit h the pure protect ion bit  of  a
file not  being set.  A quick cure for

this is to simply type from a shell, 'pro-
tect C:*? +p'.  This will set all the pure bits of
all the programs in the c: directory. However,
running the 1.3 ti les under  Ki ckstar t  2.05
should not make any difference to the speed

r,

of your computer. The error message you are
getti ng,  a nd t he  fact  your  computer  i s
running slower, is indicative of a keyboard
problem.

It could be that when fitting the Megachip
you dislodged the keyboard connector. Does
your caps lock l ight flash when you boot
your computer? If it does then this definitely
means y ou have a keyboard problem.  Al l  I
can suggest  is  that you check the keyboard
Is correct ly  connected and make sure none
of your  keys are trapped by the computer
casing. As for your  problem with CMD,  are
you running Pen Pal under  1.3 or  2.05, and
which OS version of CMD are you running?
Earlier versions of Pen Pal do not run under
version 2,  but i t is possible to upgrade to
either the last version of  Pen Pal ,  or  the
much more recent Final Writer.

I do wonder why you are still using 1_3. If
i ts just to run Pen Pal then you really should
upgrade and dump all the 1,3 stuff on your
hard drive. I f you have to run 1_3 then there
are a number  of small CLI  utilities that can
detect which ROM you have running,  and
then execute the correct startup-sequence.

Am i ga  C o m p u t i n g
O C T O B E R  1 9 9 5

T E C H N I C A L

1  I s  there an ethernet adapterav ai lable f o r  t h e  A l 2 0 0
which plugs into the PCMCIA

slot  o r  t he  pa ra l l e l  po r t ?  I  k n o w
these are available for the PC,  but  I
have not  seen any advertised for the
Amiga. I hope to buy an Al200 when I
go to university and would like to con-
nect to the campus network, if I can.

Philip Chung, Cambridge

AROD ethernet

You will be glad to hear that
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., a b l e  called the I-Card. This
is only half the story, as you

have to fi nd out what type of  net-
work the uni ver si ty uses so you
can pur chase the correct networ k
and driver software. Unfortunately,
the car d is expens i ve  at £249.  I f
you give Whi te Knight Technology
a call  on 01920 822321.  I  am sure
they can help.

There is another  option,  but this
involves more work_ You could get
hold of a PC PCMCIA ethernet card,
whi ch i s much cheaper ,  but  you
then need the driver software and a
copy of AmiTCP. The problem here
is the driver software for  the card.
Apparently, Erik Quackenbush has
wri tten a dr iver .  but  I  have been
unable to get hold of him -  k e e p
you informed.

you wi l l  be  str etchi ng 1Mb to the
limit, You can normally fit extra mem-
ory i nto the  har d dr i ve,  but  I t  i s
something wor th checki ng be f or e
you buy one.
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weather in years by clearing off abroad for a
fortnight of quality cloudbathing. I was greeted

on return by a PD pile of office-swamping propor-
tions, Fortunately, although wading through all the disks
was an extremely lengthy process, the high standard of
most ensured it wasn't too tedious an ordeal.

Better still, there were only three Lottery programs
this month -  and one of them wasn't even a predictor.
Anyway, Public Sector has now received so many
Lottery Predictors that next issue a brief comparative
round-up could be in order -  and then I'll hopefully be
able to forget about them for a couple of months and
concentrate on more imaginative offerings. ,----t.1

Internet Iltilitie5
Programmed by: Various

Available from: 17 Bit Software
Disk No. 3724 (El plus 50p P&P)

Unsurprisingly given the title, five of the
six programs on this disk will only be of
Interest to comms' buffs. AmiTALK,  for
instance, is  a Unix compatible talk pro-
gram -  which to two-thirds of the Amiga
community will mean absolutely nothing
but s hould prove useful f or the rest .
There's also AmiTCP Helper, written by
Amiga Computing's very own Ben Vost,
and Control Panel which offers a simple
graphical interface for AmiTCP functions.

AmiWatch keeps track of when your
friends or indeed enemies  are logged
on to the net, and when their name is

A m i g a  C o m p u t i n g
O C T O B E R  1 9 9 5

Premier league
Programmed by: David King

Available from: Fl  Licenceware
Disk No. F1-092 (E3.89)

This is  a football game with a dif fer-
ence: it 's  actually a card game.  Af ter
you've selected a Premiership football
team to guide through a 42-game sea-
son, 18 cards are dealt  out. You and
the computer ihen take turns at select-
ing cards which signify match events
taking place; fouls, f ree kicks, penal-
ties, subst itut ions and goals.  One of
the cards  also brings  the halt  t o an
end.

What stops everything being totally

Configuring OnLine •o-kle te r is
a simple  a nd swif t  ope ra tion...

!moo t w o  ti
-
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-
.
1

I IMP t,
MOO

I R ON  O h l *  U M •

7 1
— c •

—and then ya u ca n se e  e xa ctty wha t
each te tephone ce ll is coa ting you

listed, indicat ing they are on the net at
that time, you can click a button to talk
to them.  Finally .  GUI F is  bas ically  a
graphical front-end to the AmiTCP Finger
command.

However, while Comms' fans are the
target of the sixth program too, its appeal
is slightly broader. Online-o-meter tells
you the cost of a phone call. It can either
be used by simply clicking on the call start
and end buttons, or from comms software
using ARexx. It calculates the exact cost
of each call, taking into account factors
such as differing charge zones, minimum
charges and time and cost rounding. It is
supplied with Brrtish charge details for BT.
Mercury, and Nynex, so getting the whole
thing set up takes lust a couple of min-
utes, Since this is also a useful program
for anybody who happens to have a tele-
phone near their Amiga, I 'd recommend
getting hold of this disk even if you aren't
an Internet addict.
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Promlor Leaguer Pre mie r Picks minus the  bug

dependent on luck is  that prior to ea
half, the player gets a chance to sne
a peek  at  between one and six of

Magi( As515tant
Programmed by: Various

Available from: KEW.11 Software
Disk No. U1142

It's all very well, this computerised deski.
top lark, but doesn't everyone occasion
Ily miss  things like notepads,  addre
books and so on? Not any more. becau
to the rescue in its very best underpan
outside-trousers superhero manner is
collection of six assorted utilities.

Let's start with the least impressive p
grams. Tol leUhr is  a res izable vect
clock, with the option to twiddle the ra
horrifi c default  colours  and suchlike,
Slightly more useful is Megallote, a multi'
page notepad which would be a good de4
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It's a while since there's been a go
PD platformer but it was worth the wa
Fans of  tough arcade action will be
home here with plenty of taxing levels

Duck has  t o t oddle around ea(
screen zapping beashes with his tree:
gun and then pushing them Into tar_
vats before they thaw. Much be-bilk
bravery is in order because on son
levels, new creatures are created 6
fast as you can trap the original one
To top it all, each level has to be con

Ba
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Programmed by: David Worswick
and Lee Martin

Available from PD Libraries

T a k e  o n  th e  Foie  o f  D uc k  D o d g e r s ,
apacmago sta mpe r-cut of  those
guilty o i fowl p la y
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Dail Dodgers: A multWooloi pla ttom,
onisovegonsai, o r somolitang

Jeted within a strict time limit
The p res en t a t ion  i s :  ex c ellent

•nroughout. the visuals are attractive.
Ad t he  s o u n d  i s n ' t  b a d  e i t h e r
.'iccasionally, harsh collis ion detection
i5icle, t he gamep lay  i s  s l ic k  a n d
Jockey*,

Duck Dodgers is  quite an achieve-
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.t its programmer lives at one end of
country and its graphic artist at the

,Iner. Although the two have apparently
never met, for over a year or so they
nave been sending one another stuff in
!tie post and the end result is this rather
:Aqaba platformer Be  warned, d's not
..•asy. However,  f or garners  af ter an
inpyable challenge. I 'd heartily recom-
mend Duck Dodgers

cards. This memory test aspect is what
makes the game pretty enjoyable and
addictive, Remember ing where that
Goal card was might be simple enough.
but once you've snatched the lead you
won't want  to f orget  where  t he Ful l
Time card was located,

And that, in  a nutshell,  is  Premier
League. The aut hor was  apparent ly
inspired by a PD game called Premier
Picks which work ed along the s ame
lines - or rather, didn't  work, having a
tendency to crash on him with alarming
regularity. Fortunately. far from scoring
Such Lee Di x on - t y pe  o w n  g o a l s .
Premier League is  a v eri t able Paul
Ince of a game -  dependable, frequen-
tly impressive and (much like Andrei
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atannirpg the we e k a he a d with  Assista n t

1
easier to use were it  not  also s t ill in
German. Still, you can jot notes on it and
prim them out, and I can't imagine what
other features a notepad program might
need. IconCalendar basically displays the
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M a nche ste r Unite d ba ck whe re  thoy be long

Kanchelsk is ,  i f  y ou happen t o  be
reading,  Ferg ie)  qui t e hard t o l iv e
without.

date in an Applcon. Very nice, but I'm not
quite sure what  the point  is -  I expect
most people who regulady want to check
the date already  have a Milk ier clock
which displays it. When I ran it on the 20
July I  was  inf ormed t hat  this  is  t he
authors birthday -  fascinating, but why?
A calculator program which runs as a
commodity, ACalc is perfectly usable if a
little simple.

Right,  t ha t ' s  t h e  mo a n i n g  ov er ,
because the two remaining programs are
actually  pret t y  good.  Addres s Book
impresses  bec aus e o f  i t s  genera l
simplicity, and because it is British it talks
about Postcodes and not Zipcodes. II can
store names, addresses and telephone
numbers, and it can search for a record
by name or address and then dial the
appropriate phone number.

Finally, the most impressive program
on the disk is Assistant, a computerised
diary with the added advantage of being
able to provide daily, weekly or monthly
pages. Again there are no fancy features.
but the emphasis is on functionality and
as a consequence,  Ass is tant  is  very
pleasant to use. Coupled with Address
Book, it  should render the conventional
office rather redundant.

lotterg PINE
.Programmed by: Don Darden

Available from. Darden Designs
(E4.50)

It appears that these clays the world and
his uncle have written Lottery prediction
programs. Fortunately  for my  sanity's
sake, Don Darden is  keen to point out
that this is not a predictor but a harmless

M e ga llote .
Icon Ca le nda r
and ro lle U hr
in a ction

A m i g a  C o m p u t i n g
O C T O B E R  1 9 9 5

P D  a n d  S H A R E W A R E II

YOU alP M A L Ieuergthing...
I want to hear from you it you have any
program, whatever its purpose, which
you consider worthy of review. Whether
it wi l l  be f reely  dis t ributable public
domain, shareware or licenceware, if
you feel it's of sufficient quality to merit
coverage then stick it  in a jiffy bag or
padded envelope and send it in with all
haste. I promise I'll at least look at your
work.

Please c learly  label the disk,  and
inc lude a c ov er let t er s upply ing a
description of  the disk contents, price
and some basic instructions. The magic
address is:

Dave Cusick
PD submissions
Amiga Computing
Media House
Adlington Park
Macclesfield SK10 4NP

Lotte ry M a ye r: I t 's che a pe r
than the  re a l thing...

...a nd you ca n t ilt  the  odds in  your Savour

bit of  fun, being essentially two Lottery
games in one package.

The first game is basically a straight
copy of  the Nat ional Lottery. Start ing
with anything up to £100.  each week
you can choose numbers from as many
cards as you like and see whether you
win anything_ The second game works in
reverse,  so af t er you hav e selec ted
seven n u mb e r s  t he  c ompu t e r  wi l l
produce sets of  s ix balls  and if  y our
selected numbers match these, you win.

The high score table can be saved to
disk and if you aren't winning very often,
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PD a n d  S H A R E W A R E

UTILITY
of t h e  m o n t h

Programmed by: Alien Design
Available from. Pixel Digital PD

(El plus 50p P&P)

First there was  Mult iCX,  t he commodity  that
replaced your usual screen blanker and workbench
title bar clock while adding numerous features such
as the floppy drive dick stopper, the black work-
bench border, a mouse accelerator, activation of
the front screen, and so on Now from Alien Design
comes Master Control Program. which hopefully
will prove rather less hostile to other programs than
the MCP of  Disney 's  Tron which presumably
inspired the name.

All of  MultiCX's most useful features are dupli-
cated here, along with plenty of newies. These
include AssignWedge which allows you to Assign
or Mount whenever those "Please insert ??? in any
drive" type requesters appear, AppChange, which

you can increase your chances by alter-
ing t he number of  balls  in each draw.
Leave things as they are, however, and
you've got  a cost-free Nat ional Lottery
s imulat or whic h,  wh i l e  perhaps  not
matching the real thing for excitement,
will certainly be a lot kinder on the wallet.

Play this for hall an hour, take a look at
the money  spent and money  won dis-
plays, and you'll realise, if  you haven't
already, that the Lottery is certainly not a
good bet from a gambling point of view. A
better alternative might be to buy this and
give a few quid a week to charity.

Alien Ela5h 11
Programmed by: Glen Cumming

and Myles  Jeffery
Available from, Pixel Digital PD

A shameless copy of  Bitmap Bros
classic The Chaos  Engine,  Alien
Bash II is  undoubtedly one of  the
best P D  s hoot ers  I  h a v e  ev er
clapped eyes on. Although this is
only a one•level demo of what  will

T i..  Chaos -  e rn:. Al!wilie st ' 2 ,
a  ( op- dr a w ' h e c t o r  i f e v e r  i
• M I W o n e

eventually be an eight-level epic. and features Such as weapon
upgrades and an equipment shop have not yet been implemented.
there is enough here to see that this is an absolute corker.

The gameplay is beautifully simple, consisting of wandering around
the huge map slaughtering all manner of alien beaslies and rescuing
their prisoners along the way. The well-drawn graphics are very much
in the style of those of The Chaos Engine. but the lad( of originality is,
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., r s ion ,  but  are nevertheless pretty impress ive here and add
nsiderably to the experience.
At this stage it doesn't look as if there will be a multi-player option in

the final version, which was, in the long term, a very appealing aspect
of the Elitmaps' hit  Still. that's a small omission and there is plenty
here to_iceep shoot:ern-up fans occupied for a long time.

MCP is e a sily configure d from
its own Pre fe re nce s progra m

allows you to change the workbench Applcons
that some programs cause to appear; and the
option to change the workbench title bar message.
Not all the features on offer are useful, and indeed
I t hought  t he  an imat ed Mov ewindow a n d
Sizewindow were awful. But the beauty of  pro-
grams like MCP and MultiCX is that they can be
configured to suit anybody's tastes.

MCP also scores because the authors have
selfl essly ma d e  i t  Freeware  ra t he r  t h a n
Shareware, meaning that once you've got it  you

A m i g a  C o m p u t i n g
O C T O B E R  191:1

It's worse than that
he's dead Jim

Trekkies and Trekkers the world over
seem eager to surround themselves In
anything and everything Star Trek rela-
ted. A selection of disks from OnLine PD
may therefore be of interest if  you have
such an affliction.

The Star Trek Guide (Disks OL7A-F)
is a six-disk extravaganza which requires
a whopping 4_5Mb of  hard-drive space
but contains details in AmigaGuide for-
mat of  scores of  epi sodes a nd al l
manner of related prattle.

The Magic Trek Pack is a selection of
Star Trek pictures intended for use as
Workbench backdrops .  The  images
show spacecraft designs and while they
are hardly stunning, they beat a dull grey
backdrop hands  down.  Final ly ,  t he
Slarfleet Ships Library (Disks OL13A-C)
is a three-disk guide to. erm.  Start leet
ships. Or at least it would be, if  I could
get it to work properly. Anyway, fans of
all things Trekful could do a lot  worse
than beaming these up.

T i..  Sta r Tre k Guide  is ba sica lly hundre ds of
scre e nfuls o f  teat,  but it ' ll e xcite  T re kkie s
and Tre kke rs e ve rywhe re

Darden Designs
Meadow Lane. Pitstone,

Bucks LU7 9EAZ
Tel: 01296 668184

° M i n e  PD
1 The Cloisters. Halsall Lane,
Formby. Liverpool L37 3PX

Tel: 01704 834335
BBS: 01704 834583

Find the answei
within...

17 Bit  So f t w are
1st Floor Offices, 2/8 Market Street

Wakefield. West Yorkshire WF1
Tel: 01924 366982
Fax: 01924 200943

F l  L i c e n c e w a re
31 Wellington Road Exeter.  Devon

EX2 9DU
Tel: 01392 438802

KEWAI Software
PO Box 672. South Croydon. Surre

CR2 9YS
Tel: 0181-657 1617

Pixel Digital PD
Stanley Dock Market, Regent Road

Liverpool S4
Tel: 0151-259 4017

E-mail: Paul@Pixelu-netcom

Roberta Smith DTP
190 Falloden Way. Hampstead

Garden Suburb. London NW11 6JE
Tel. 0181-455 1626

Gad

I l i a S a m
•  ta w a ta w

h a l o  t
iGam •  * m o o r  @ w a w a

MCP I . brimming ove r with  options
- thre e  scre e nfuls o f  the m in  fa ct

don't have to pay a bean_ And since it was actual
on last month's  Amiga Comput ing CoverDisk,
regular readers will already have MCP.

It's not all roses though — it has to be said that
MCP has caused a couple of  crashes during the
time I've been using it, which is something MultICX
is not guilty of. But this is only version 1.04. arid
stability is liable to improve in future releases. If the
authors at the same time implement some of the
features on the To Do list in the ReadMe, MC
could become the ultimate Workbench commodity
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We're Backing Amiga!

Amiga 1200, CD
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A 4 0 0 0
will reappear shortly thanks to Escom_ Phone for

latest news, prices and availability,

We have available now memory expansions.
accelerators, hard disks (SCSI and IDE), floppy

disk drives, multi-lo cards, graphics cards.
printers( impact. inkjet. laser), cables, adapters.
printer and monitor sharer switches - just about

anything Amiga!!!
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By Phone
For an even faster service
telephone our sales hot line
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(01392) 499 755
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SCSI controller or a VLAB digitiser or Flowcharting
software or anything AMIGA!!!

Can't see what you want? Just
ring (01392)  499 755 --- tve have

lots more than we can show her

HOW To Order'
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SCSI CD DRIVES
Quad Speed SON Y 1229 .95
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External SCSI cases with PSU a..ailable from £ 9  95
SCSI I  nveen from 199.9'5
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JAM
12 Issues of Just
Amiga Monthly

from 0.5.00 Pay ,
credit/debit card.
Phone for detaik'

Call for best
pricing on

Picasso 11 or the
new

CyberVision64

New!!! Panasonic PD N e w

Combines' Quad CD-ROM and 650 MB
Rewritable Optical Drive.

This new system from Panasonic is the first
in the world to combine a SCSI2 CD-ROM

and a SCSI2 PCR drive in a single 5.25
half•height unit.

For Amiga, PC and MAC
Internal version only 089.95

entetnal Vcrst m Also Avatisbit

650 MI)Rewritable media only £45.00
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PC Emulator. Run
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F E A T U R E

miga owners are used to talk. In an industry that seems
thrive on hot air and unsubstantiated speculation, no-one
knows better than they that certain promises should be

taken with a pinch of salt.
So when Manfred Schmit t  stood up at  the Frankfurt  press

conference to announce the Amiga's new key role at the head
of his ever expanding mult imedia empire, I fs  not surprising it
everyone's scepticism didn't evaporate overnight.

Escom's plan to build on the Amiga's technological superiority
as a mult imedia platform was obviously encouraging, but a number
of questions remained. After all, in the Amiga's absence the PC had
been marketed so successtuily it was almost synonymous with the term
multimedia in the eyes of the general public, With even Escom them-
selves pushing PC mult imedia solutions, could the Amiga ever regain
lost ground.?

Fortunately the promises seemed infinitely more credible thanks to
the contribution of twe companies. Scala and Viscorp. Both could lus-
tifiably claim to have invented their own brand of multimedia, and both
teams have experience f rom long before PC owners  had even
encountered the winning term. I f  any third part ies were needed to

Am i ga  CompostWi g
O C T O B E R  1 9 9 5 _ • •

•
• • •
• • 1
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the new e y  were the ones.  But  are
committed, L  1 s t  more talk ?
To take Scala irs t ,  their decision last year to

into P C  dev e lopmen t  wa s  s o  s hoc k ing  t o  s o
Amigaphiles it  was  seen as a death knell. The roll
having the company that  invented computer televi
back at  t he he lm of  Es c om's  mul t imedia driv e
understandably intense.

As reported in our August issue, the first good
was the plan to bundle Scala's MM300 package with n

Al200s .  The fact that  the sof tware won' t  run on the b
machine, however, left some commentators puzzled. "What is
point,
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can't us e r
Barry Thurston,  MD of  Scala UK.  thinks differently: O n

lace of  it it 's a strange package.
- h e  c o n c e d e d ,  
" B u t  
i t ' s  
f o
r

the Al200 into the mult imedia environment and almost trying
encourage the purchaser to get interested — which is  no hi
thing,"
No bad thing indeed j r c e l l e  Al200 ctilkinly needs to
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something aif ferent  than the s imilarly  priced
super consoles  i t  wi l l  b e  u p  aga ins t  t h i s
Christmas. But Thurston is  aware that more will
be expected from the Scala-Amiga Technologies
collaboration if the Amiga is  to become a really
profitable multimedia contender.

Encouragingly, despite their move into the PC
market, Scala believe the Amiga can still lead the
way to a future of computer television. Thurston
explains: i n  market areas like distributing infor-
mation onto TVs, which is what were about. the
Amiga will still be the best machine. I ts  PAL com-
patible as standard, plug and play like they say
Windows 9 5  w i l l  b e ,  a n d  o n c e  A m i g a
Technologies start producing the machines they'll
still be the most  cost-effect ive solut ion in the
area."

It would be fair to wonder, however, how much
eas commitment is  backed up by new Amiga

developments f rom Scala. which currently seem
rather thin on the ground. Thurston explains that
they've only really started pushing MM400 follow-
ing the buy-out,  as  they've been building EXs
which expand on the current product's function-
ality -  most  recently they've created drivers for
the PAR card and Sunrize Studio 16.

The key  t o Scala's  v is ion of  the long-t erm
future, however, is a mult imedia standard that will
thrive on all platforms, including the Amiga. Far
ahead of  the faddish approach that  some PC
developers have adopted, Scala have designed a
state-of-the-art, object-oriented operating system
called MMOS.

"Object-oriented programming," Thurston elab-
orates, "basically means that each function in a
program is a separate object with hooks which
allow it to link with other objects within the pro-
gram. So  whereas before with a Scala productthe Ui5• n

Scats a infoChannel, a n Amiga  multime dia  cha mpion

Don't belleue the hue
Everyone knows the Amiga was the firstborn mul-

, limedia machine. If you were to believe the hype,
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by the PC's dominant brand of multimedia,
M.

Magazines have trumpeted PC interactive CD
if it were the dawn of a new age, with wnters

. making huge claims along the lines of CD redefin-1
Ing the boundaries of entertainment. And it you
asked the developers of such software about the
Amiga, t he bes t  y ou c ould hope f or was  a
patronising smile expressing sympathy

But while the talk has definitely helped retailers-
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tufthou5e talked tu the third parties that will lead the wag

They * a y the
Amiga  in its
current form
Is too slow,
but using
Shapeshitte r
it ca n run
M a c's
Quick time
taster than a
LC

push mult imedia PCs into the family home, the
actual product  is  of ten disappoint ing.  Anyone
who's seen the average fare will know there's a lot
of c liched. bland material lurk ing behind arty
interfaces.

II this sounds like the bitter whine of someone
who's missed the boat, then you might be interes-
ted to hear a few statistics. According to CTW, the
computer trade weekly, 90 per cent of the thou-
sands of multimedia CDs that went on sale in the
US last year sold less than 100 copies, Now that
speaks volumes.

Even makers of acclaimed CD titles are finding
it surpris ingly  diffi cult  to surv ive,  with Medio
Multimedia, the makers of the almost benchmark
CD called JFK Assassination, recently having to
announce it was laying off 40 of its 75 employees.

A m i g a  C o m p u t i n g
O C T O B E R  1 9 9 5

the main menu would be a whole series of things
stuck together, now virtually every item is a sepa-
rate object. It makes it a lot more flexible, pliable
and easier to add to,"

In lact, MMOS is so flexible it can grow to meet
new requirements with the minimum amount of
difficulty. Thurston gives the example of a Cus-
tomer that wishes to incorporate Scala into an
editing suite: previously Scala would have written
an EX for it. but now the customer could be given
a development pack to create one themselves.

The good news  is  that  t hough MMOS was
developed for the PC, it adapts to the AmigaDOS
environment much more readily.  According to
Thurston. the developers one day decided to port
it back to AmigaDOS and were amazed by how
quickly they did it. "I f  we talk in terms of  man
years to get it onto PC. it took a day to put it back

F E A T U R E

Tho future  of  inte ra ctive
te le vision is Amiga
based -  or a t le a st it  w ill
be it  Don Gilbre a th ge ts
his wa y

This is ED,  a  Viscorp
sot top curre ntly
doing we ll in tria ls in
Ame rica n home s.
Gilbreath be lie ve s
its Amiga -ba se d
succe ssor will be
even bottor

With so many of the CD companies being small
start-up businesses, some commentators believe
that many will be hard pushed to survive.

Which all seems  to suggest  that  a certain
amount of the CD multimedia is not really impress-
ing the public. Dressing encyclopaedias and cook-
ery books up in hi-tech clothing does not neces-
sarily make them into a new and exciting medium.

It's clearly foolish and immature to be overly
partisan on this issue. The fact remains that many
Amiga owners would jump at the chance of getting
products like Microsoft's Encarta. and both hard-
ware and software developers should be striving
to match the PC's talents in this field. But  it  is
equally important that we build on the Amiga'S
unique s t rengths ,  rat her t han ,
j u m p i n g  o n  
a
bandwagon heading for fool's •
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onto Amiga," Thurston explained. "Which
says an awful lot  for AmigaDOS as  an
operating system."

"What that means for us :  he cont in-
ued, "is that cross compatibility between
scripts will be easier, and it's highly likely
that our next generat ion of Amiga prod-
ucts would be based around MMOS, "
Which, he went on to point Out, will fit in
very nicely with RISC Amigas  that  can
emulate MS DOS.

The ques t ion remains ,  however,  of
what will give the Amiga an edge over
PCs already  running t he system,  but
Thurston is Confident. "It will be superior
because it'll run AmigaDOS as well, and
from t h a t  t here  wi l l  be a whole new
range of  produc ts  that  are smoother,
faster and more fulfilling."

It appears ,  then,  that  creat ive tools
are st ill the key to Scala's  vision. Now
they ' re inv o lv ed i n  t he  P C mark et ,
however, you'd think they might  move

If Scala can take almost sole credit for
inventing the multimedia software environ-
ment on the Amiga, Don Gilbreath has an
equal claim on pushing the hardware in a
similar direction. Now Chief Executive of
the American-based Viscorp, the inventor
of the CDTV and CD32 is back with high
hopes.

Following a deal struck shortly before the
Frankfurt press conference, it is  Viscorp
that stand to benefit first from Escom's lib-
eral approach to licensing by incorporating
Amiga technology into a new set top box,

Interactive TV in the US is at a far more
advanced stage of development than in
Europe. Like his numerous rivals. Gilbreath
is hoping to bring video on demand, home
shopping and interactive entertainment into
the family living room all under the control
of a TV top unit. Unlike his competitors,
however,  he thinks he can do it  at  an
affordable once — thanks to the Amiga.

Gilbreath explained that using Amiga

Elegant inte rfa ce s a re  the  ke y to informa tion a cce ss

A m i g a  C o m p u t i n g
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cala's  rec ord of  success  has  put

he A mi g a  home c omput er  at  the.
. a r t  of  some of the world's  biggest

rportions:
Ford, Esso, Trust House Forte, S

International Hot e l s  a n d  C o - o p
Supermarkets.

aMinim.

In on the supposedly booming interactive
CD s c e n e  a s  w e l l .  Th u r s t o n ,
however,  is  nonplus s ed by  mos t  P C
CD-ROM

'Somebody hit upon the idea of stick-
ing a CD- RO M dr iv e in  t he P C and
including a sound card,  and they said
that was  mult imedia:  he said. 'Now,  if
ever there was  a killer applicat ion that
was it, because it's made an awful lot of

Ba rry Thurston,  M D of Sca la  UK,
outlines h is vision for the  future

technology would cut down costs thanks to
the way it used and encouraged writers to
use memory  economically. "What  hap-
pened was that a lot of the entertainment
writers didn't have the luxury of 16Mb main
memory like you got with a PC,
- h e  s a i d .I n  a way it forced them to write efficiently
and it forced applications to be efficient."

He continued: 'That  helps us because
memory is the highest component cost in
any set top box. You look at some of the
set top offerings in this country: There
were requests for bids for machines to be
made at a certain price, but people were
coming up with units that needed a crazy
amount of memory — ten times what the
Amiga would need! Which, of course, just
killed the whole thing."

In general, it seems the whole issue of
price could be the decisive factor in terms
of who wins the race to bnng multimedia to
the masses. Outside the set top box field.
Apple Mac's Pippin is just another exam-
ple of an impressive spec machine that's
been indefinitely delayed because they
can't deliver the goods at an affordable
level for home use.

The lesson is clear to Gilbreath. 'To be
successful the initial cost is the key. We

companies an awful amount of money.
"But in  t ruth it  isn' t  mult imedia, "

continued. "I t  just  means  you've gol
large s t orage dev ic e t ha t  y ou c
retrieve informat ion f rom and you
play sound files but — oh, by the wa
while you want to access informat
your sound is  going to s top becau
your PC can only do one thing at a ti
I think the general public on the PC
been c heat ed f rom t rue mul t ime
because of  what  various manufactu
have done."

Thurston does concede that the
has certain advantages, the main
being the quality of games from which,
his v iew, the PC owner gets their
taste at true mult imedia But  it's still r
tively expensive. "The Amiga is still
best machine affordable on the mar
Thurston emphasised.  "I t 's mult ime
for t he masses,  i f  you like.  Hopetu
Amiga Tec hnologies  wi l l  be able
maintain that."

feel that with the Amiga we can rea
these target costs."

In Europe, the concept of the set
box is largely unheard of, so what codli
purchasers of  Viscorps model expect!
According to Gilbreath,  the TV-bas
technology wi l l  inc orporat e a  you
phone, a fax, Internet access, plus an
in-one access point to a variety of di
ent network services with everything
trolled using icon-based menus via
remote control.

Clicking on one icon will allow the
to jump into a mult imedia,  potent ia
graphical, vivid world. Since it's Ami
based, Gilbreath also forsees the pa
bility of incorporating CD and authori
synchronised CD-based games,

Up to this point, however, the pr
sounds like an extension on typical c
puter-based product's technology. In f
the project is rather more radical th
that. "We see a computer wodd which
well v ers ed in  in t erac t iv it y .
- G i l b r c T c
-

"Scata  iota  us promote  re a dre o•use  multi.
media  solutions,  Escort,  now turns from a
PC ma nufa cture r and re ta ile r into a  multi-
media compa ny.. we  se e  th is a s a  ke y to
succe ss." Manfred Schmitt  a t the  Frankfurt
Press confe re nce
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Tinkering with the engine

'Positive though Viscorp and Scala are about the Amiga's prospects, the new machines
have some catching up to do with other platforms if they're going to have a chance o i
lmopping. Fortunately, it seems Amiga Technologies are well aware of this — hence Mel

Mornmarnent to a RISC-based Amiga
IF In the nearer future, Barry Thurston agreed that bundling a CD dnve with the Amigalli
was going to be important, and he added: "Hopefully it could spawn true mult imedia
.
;products along the lines of Encana, but obviously a lot more accessible and quicker.1--
But though a CD-inclusive package was mooted at the conference, how long before i t
aPPears is another matter. Ideally, Escom need to get it ready for Christmas, but by the
Sound of things we could be waiting until Spring 1996.

If Amiga users are going to get products like Encarta, however, a more fundamental •
change would have-to be made at the heart of the Amiga. PCs and Macs are able to
show video footage running in a small window next to text and other graphics, whereas
:the Amiga would have to Cut to a different screen,

256 colour images move as fast as two colour images. By contrast, the Amiga us e*
The reason for this is that the other computers use chunky pixel graphics which make(

biplane graphite which become slower the more colours you use.
Its argued that the Akiko chip. which was incorporated into the CD32, was a wa
,
y

around this problem, but since nobody has exploited the technology, that remains to Ix
,Seen

explained, -
T h e n  
t h e r
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a  
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My of TV people who may  not have a
Cceriputer. What we are driving towards is
more Tv centric hardware and software,
- Thus. Viscorp"s previous set top experi-
ments typically had built -in genlocks to
make them very television friendly. And if
you think TV centric software sounds like
rio more than another empty buzz term, it's
an eye-opener to see what Viscom have
already achieved with a non-Amiga-based
tex named ED.

MAX ED-ROOM
For example, ED already has an unusu-

ally convenient on-screen TV entertain-
ment guide. It differs f rom a facility like
teletext because users will be able to
select programmes that interest them, and
automatically set the VCR up to record
tem at the same time.

Then there's the matter of  Viscorp's
Cense to NTN, a company bearing rights
to a number of key sporting events. NTN
actually transmit live act ion to ED and
users are given the opportunity of betting
n a What happens next? game.

Ifs a way to get involved with the spari-
ng event you're watching. and over the

whole country you could be playing with 20-
30,000 people, '  Gilbreath said. "We see
that happening with a lot of different TV
shows."

All of which sounds impressive, but one
would expect that the new Amiga-based set
top box would be a long way off in develop-
ment time. According to Gilbreath, however
making the new product is the easy part
"Electrically,  the Amiga-based product
exists but we've not deployed it yet," he
said. "Before we can do that it's about lining
up a sufficient amount of roll Out developers
to have titles ready. The product itself is not
a problem since it's based on a merging of
our previous experience,"

Gilbreath has seen radical technology
flop before, including his own CD-TV, so he
realises having a good base product isn't
enough. 'This is a very expensive business
to be involved in,' he explained, 11 the bat-
tle was just about technology this box would
be a very strong winner. But it comes down
to content; if you bring out a new player you
need enough s upport ing sof tware on
Launch."

If anything gives the Amiga a fighting
chance, it's not the hardware but the talent
that can exploit it to the full a  fact stated
by both Scala and Viacom. Barry Thurston
called the Scala programming team heroes
of the Amiga world,  Gilbreath is equally
adamant that Amiga people are smartest in
the set top field.

"There's a base of software writers that
know AmigaDOS and know television and
entertainment,
- h e  
a r g u e
s ,  -
W e  
k n
o w  
o
f

other computer-based companies doing
similar stuff and television is not their nor-
mal playback medium. We think our people
are better equipped to do the lob,"

A lot of promises have been made over
the last few years, and lot of promises have
been broken. With teams like Scala and
Viscorp leading the way, maybe this t ime
things will be different.

F E A T U R E II

Computer
te le vision
will be come
an e ve rda y
part of  life ,
and the
Amiga  le a ds
the wa y

A m i g a  C o m p u t i n g
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%math ingth5
If people moan about one area In
which the Amiga has been super -
seded by its rivals. i t's processing
speed. New PCs and Macs are just
so much fester, it won't be possible
to do half the things they're capable
of unti l  the RISC machi nes come
through — or so they say.

Of course speed is very important.
but for multimedia the Amiga is a lot
more capable in this area than many
realise. Interestingly enough,  the
Shapeshifter Mac emulator ran ani-
mati ons and vi deo faster  on an
Amiga 030 processor than on many
of the Macs in our office.

The fact that Escom have dropped
the 10E-based A4000 desktop i n
favour of the SCSI equipped A4000T
will al so pr ove a bi g help.  Bar r y
Thurston points to faster  transfer
rates as being vital when planning
for the playback of motion video.
Add to that the fact that it allows the
connection of better quality periph-
erals, and more of them, and this will
give the Amiga access to Some very
powerful multimedia tools indeed.
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Ease of use 9
Implementation 8
Value for money 9
Overall 9

G R A P H I C S

t the start of this year, Panasonic
announced a new dual-function
quad-speed CD-ROM drive. So

what? Well, it was a quad-speed CD-ROM
drive and -  this is where it gets good -  a
650Mb magneto opt ical drive all in the
same box, but for not that much more than
a standard quad-speed drive. The adverts
started appearing and eventually we got
one to look at for ourselves. So is it any
good?

Let's start with the way it is built. The
drive looks like any standard CD-ROM
drive from the outside with the exception of
the PO logo on the front panel. When you
open that panel you will notice another dif-
ference. It has a tray within a tray kind of
affair, one for the PD cartridge and one for
a normal CD. Because of the height differ-
ence between a standard CD and one of
these cartridges, this tray within a tray
thingy becomes necessary -  the interior
tray moving upwards when it  retracts if
there is a normal CD in it.

The PD cartridge itself actually shares
many of the same dimensions as a CD-

s R O M  caddy -  which you should have
some familiarity with if  you own an older
CD-ROM drive. However. the PD cartridge
will not work in caddy-based CD-ROM dn-
ves which is a great shame as it would
certainly put this drive into my all-time top
ten list of products.

SITTING PRETTY
The drive is nice and easy to install with

jumper-based terminat ion (rather than
resistor packs which can be awkward to
remove and replace) and sits quite happily
in the top bay of  my machine. Software
installation is certainly a lot less complicat-
ed than the many disks of installation soft-
ware for the PC and Mac  included in the
box would suggest.

If you are using an Amiga with a SCSI
interface built-in like an A3000, nothing
needs changing. However, the drive isn't
particularly happy with all controllers -  it
does work on a GVP controller and also
on our A2091, but it didn't like the A4091
SCSI II controller we use in our A4000 at
work. U you do get it working then all you
need do is  load up HDToolbox ,  or its
equivalent on your machine, and partition
the cartridge the same way you would with
any new hard drive. As for the CD-ROM

famoatibilitg
(ro55roads

It is a shame. as I already said, that the cartridge system isn't a little more
compatible. If it worked in the same way as standard MO drives there would at
least be some cross-'platform• compatibility. As it is, the only drive you can
read a PD cartridge in is Panasonic's own drive. It also has to be hoped that
the PD drive is going to be more compatible in the future with hard drive con-
trollers. Some of the SCSI controllers the PD drive does work with include the
GVP hard card, HiSolt's Squirrel controller the  embedded SCSI controller in
A3000s and thus Commodor e's own A2091,  and the new Datanyer  SCSI
controller for the Al200.

A

side of things, using AmiCDROM
is extremely simple and you can
set up the PD drive as a CD-ROM
unit with the same ease that you set up
the cartridge side of things.

How wel l  does  the drive perf orm?
According to Sysinfo the cartridge runs
along at  a nice steady meg a second,
although copying fi les to and f rom the
drive in °Opus  puts the lie to those fig-
ures. In a test I did copying roughly 10Mbs
worth of 24-bit pictures, it look six minutes
and 40 seconds to write all 10Mbs to the
PD drive, and just one minute and 50 sec-
onds to copy them from the PD drive back
onto my hard drive (which. incidentally, is
rated as  giv ing me a lit t le over three
megabytes a second).

This obviously means that in real world
terms the drive only writes at about a meg
every 40 seconds. not quite as fast as
Sysinto suggests. On the plus side it does
mean that the drive reads at about a meg
every eleven seconds -  still not a great
speed but  at least better than its write
speed. I should point out, though, that the
speed for reads and writes does vary quite
a lot and is not always as slow as the fig-
ures I have printed, The CD-ROM's speed
is a lot more predictable. Seeing that the
drive is supposed to be a quad-speed

• A M
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/ dr iv e,  you'd expect to get around t
6 0 0 k a secondmark.And, n o surpn

es here, that's exactly what you do get
In conclusion, I would have to say that

wouldn't use the Panasonic PD drive
an everyday replacement for a hard dri
but if you are going to use it for archiv
or as a final step before mastering a C
then this unit provides significant value f
a rmoney. For users out there that haven
yel bought a CD-ROM drive, it is perha
peworth waiting for a bit and saving up t
extra cash to get your hands on an a
tional 664Mb of hard drive space at the
same time. As each additional 664Mb car
-tridge only costs fifty quid it remains pro
ably the cheapest way of beefing up yo
Amiga at the lowest possible cost

SYSTEM M U M S
RED : . , e n t ia l  B L A C K  • Recommended

(eesesseireee)
vseessesesej

SCSI c ont ro lle r

The bottom line
Product: Panasonic PD drive

Price: 069,95
Supplier: HiC) Ltd.
Tel: 0181-909 2092
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BEST SERVICE
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100% CERTIFIED ERROR FREE
DS/DD Grode

503.5
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£
1
5
.
9
9

100 3.5' Disks 1 2 7 .9 9
150 3.5
1 
D i s
k s  
£
3
8 .
9
9

MO 3.5" Disks £ 4 8 .9 9
300 3.5" Disks £ 7 3 .9 9
100 3,5" Disks 1 9 8 .9 9
i00 3.5" Disks

D5/HD
118.99 + 100 cap lockable box ...Add £4.00
.C28.99 + 100 alp lockable box Add £4.00
C41.99 + 2 x 100 lockable box .,,.Add £8.00
.E51.99 + 2 x 100 lockable box __Add £8.00
176.99 + 3 x 100 lockable box Add C12.00
1101.99 + 4 x 100 lockable box Add £16.00

£104.99 .1126.99 + 5 x 100 lockable box,. Add £17.50
1000 3 5" Disks c l  80 00 2234.99 + 10 x 100 lockable box. Add £30.00

FREE LABELS + FREE DELIVERY BY PARCEL FORCE

AMIGA 1200 CD ROM DRIVE

HP Deskiet Bla ck Dua l Capacity Ca rtridge -C2 0 .9 9
HP Deskiet Bla ck Dua l Capacity Refill  £ 1 5 . 9 9
HP Deskiet 5 0 0 C/ 5 6 0 C Colour Cartridges 3 2 3 .9 9
HP Desk's',  5 0 0 C/5 6 0 C Colour Refill  £ 1 6 . 9 9
Canon Si 1 0 /  200 Bla ck ink Cartridges £ 1 6 . 9 9
Canon 51 10/  200 Black ink Refill £ 9 . 9 9
Epson Stylus Colour £ 3 5 . 9 9

Pcsemair K.2911241123,11180/1000
Pcrounic 21 2/2110/2135
Oen 1 200 IS.* 9/24 Swift 90/200
Sint LC10
,
10

1.001:1
Stw LC1410/24200

430
4.15
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
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2.95
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HARD DRIVES
EXTERNAL OVERDRIVE HARD DISK

'rovg a r n .  .iin p o la a sit
f  A 6 0 0 / A  
I  H K
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260Mb . .  C204.99 5 6 0 M b  C 2 3 4 . 9 9
INTERNAL 2.5" + CABLE + SOFTWARE

80Mb 2.5' E 8 9 . 9 9  2 5 0 Mb E 1 9 9 . 9 9
170Mb 2.5* £139. 99 3 4 0 Mb £ 2 0 9 . 9 9
210Mb 2.5' .....C174.99 5 2 0 M b  £ 2 8 4 . 9 9

INTERNAL 3,5" + CABLE + SOFTWARE
420Mb 3.5  £159. 99 8 4 0 Mb £ 2 3 9 . 9 9
540Mb 3.5' £174. 99 1000Mb  E 2 8 4 . 9 9

I .

gr
i
;
'-cr-coo

LAND

Amiga It• TV Scars C 1 0  99
Amigo to Sony TV , C 1 0 . 9 9
Amigo to Amiga £ 1 0 . 9 9
Modulator overhang lead 23M/23f £ 1 1 . 9 9
Joystick Splitters E 5 . 9 9
Automatic Mouse/Joystick cabl. £ 1 3 . 9 9
Joystick Extension Lead 10f1 £ 5 . 9 9Printer lead £ 4 0 0

DUST COVERS
Amiga I 200/500/50OP/600 £ 4 . 0 0
Commodore/Philips monitors £ 4 . 0 0
Star / C itire n/ Pa na sonk Printers £ 4 . 0 0

ACCESSORIES
Amigo Disk Drives (Amitek, Sony) £ 4 9 . 9 9
Amigo Mouse (top qual
i ty
) C l  
1 . 5
0

Internal Drives A500/AS00i/ •  efk .-.C34/i 44
TV Modulator l2rs warranty) £ 3 4
Deluxe Moose M a t t  2-99

r.8 9 9
3 .5 " D isk head Cleaner £ 1 . 9 9
Python 1M Joystick £ 8 . 7 5
M overick 1 M  Joystick  £ 1 0 . 9 9
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f 1 9 4 . 9
i
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7 Goon Pock Pre*  dellirctry
SX1 Modular Expansion E191.99
Keyboard for CD32 C 3 6 . 9 9
Disk Drive for CD32 E4 1 3 . 9 9
CD32 to Arniga 1200 it gitoat129.99
CD32 to Scart  E 1 1 . 9 9
Competition Pro Pod £ 1 5 . 9 9
Commodore Original Pocl........18.99
CD32 HiFi Lead . . . . .1 1 1 . 9 9
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PRINTERS
r e t
1 -
1
;

A1iXSONIC 2135
24 PIN COODUR
1159.99

All printers free lead & delivery L
DOT MATRIX

Panasonic 1150 9 pin mono
Star IC 1 00 9 pin colour
DOT MATRIX

PANASONIC 2135 24 pin Colour inc.. sliest feeder £159.99
Citizen ABC 24 pin colour
Citizen Swift 200 24 pin colour £ 1 7 9 . 9 9
Star lk 24 pin colour inc. sheet feed  £ 1 4 9 . 9 9
NEC P20 24 pin mono  . . 1 1 2 4 . 9 9
INKJET - DESKTOP & PORTABLE

Citizen Proiel RC colour inkiet  . 1 2 4 9 _ 9 9
Hen4ett Packard 320 colour i  - . C 2 4 9 . 9 9
Hewlett Packard 320 mono + sheet fowl ...   -1245•99
Hewlett Packard 540 mono inkjet £ 2 6 4 .
9 9Hewlett Packard 540 colour inktet £ 2 8 9 . 9 9
Hewlett Packard 560 colour inklet  £ 3 9 9 . 9 9
Hewlett Pockord 660 colour inkier,  £ 4 2 9 . 9 9
Canon 6.130 mono inc. sheet feed   1 2 1 4 . 9 9
Canon B.1200 mono Mk et  .  C229.99
Canon B.14000 colour inkiet-....., , --........-..1304.99

..• .-..- .  ,
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mond. vsk AA paper when purchased with printer

MONITORS

9 PI!
/114.99

..1124.99
24 PIP

Amitek Monitor 10845
1189.99

sq"
.Microvilec 1438
(Free speakersl 1279. 99
Philips 8833/II £ 2 1 5 . 0 0
Sharp TV/Monitor _CI 64.99

7

All PPICE5 INN:1UL.! I  •,   I M I 6 t r y  mithe 3 dor B A N D  ONLY'
.800ADD C F O R  NEXT DAY (EINEki . Al 'i Lt 4
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,
1 0  C H E O L I E S /
P O S T A I . O P L O S  
I C )

GREY-TRONICS LTD UNIT 1015 WHITGIFT CENTRE
, CROYDON, SURREY CRO 1UU
SALES HELPLINE: 0181-686 9973 MCII I ardor prices only FAX: 0181-686 9974

lobrrtri to avallnLikty EBOE Kees/Pock dotaih may tkange vetifv,it 110
,
e.

Mania olinw woriodi dapk .  rheque, to.Itms
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All aPower/A500.
1
1DE

£69 999
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27 Watnall Road, Hucknall
Nottingham NG15 MD.

Tel: (0115) 964-2828
FAX: (0115) 964-2898

AMIGA HARDWARE

HARD DRIVES
WESTERN DIGITAL
3.5" IDE 270MB

540MB 1 2 m s  E149. 99 420MB
630MB 1 0 m s  _1189.99 540MB
850MB 1 0 m s  , .E189.99 850MB
1.2 GIG 1 0 m s .  .E2B9.99 1,2 GIG
1.6 GI G 10ms . . . 1479. 99

QUANTUM
3.5 I DE

170MB
270MB
420MB
540MB
1 GIG

12ms
12ms
12ms
12ms
10ms

420MB 1 2 m s
540MB 1 2 m s
850MB 1 0 m s
1 2 GIG 1 0 m s

420MB 1 2 m s
540MB •  _12ms
850MB 1 0 m s

2,5 I DE
340MB
510MB
850MB
1.2 GIG

£89.99
E99.99

E129.99
E149.99
E259.99

3.5" SCSI-2
270MB 1 2 m s  _1169.99
540MB 1 2 m s  _1199.99
730MB  1 0 m s  ....E249.99
1 GIG 1 2 ms . . . 1 4 4 9 . 9 9

CONNER
3.5 I DE

SEAGATE
3.5 I DE

EXTERNAL HARD DRIVES
A500 ALFA POWER

170MB   E 1 7 9 . 9 9
270MB E 1 9 9 . 9 9
420MB  E 2 2 9 . 9 9
540MB E 2 4 9 . 9 9

Al200 OVERDRIVES
E 1 9 9 . 9 9 T h e Log ic 3stackabies torage

E 2 2 9 , 9 9 b o x holdsu p t o240disks.Easy
E 2 4 9 , 9 9 t o assembleincludesmetallock
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Only £ 1 2 . 9 9
E389.99 ASK FOR QUANTITY PRICES

PRINTERS
EPSON

Stylus Co lo u r  ink jet printer
oilers photographic like quality
when u s e d  w i t h  o p t io n a l
7200PI printer driv e (c oaled
paper required). Built  in  auto
sheetteeder.
Only  £ 4 2 9 . 9 9
Coated 7200P1 paper

STUDIO 2 • PRINTER S/W
Professional print studio for the
Amiga. Enhance the output of
your printer inc .  7200PI  o n
Epson Stylus Colour.
Only   £ 4 9  99

SEKOISHA S L
-
9 6

High qualit y  2 4  p i n  c o lour
E•129 99 printer. Scalable fonts, trac tor••

-
• 
•

0 4 9  99 teed Rated 86% CU AMIGA
179.99 Only   C 1 4 9  99

_1259 99 SEKOISHA SP-1900+

9 pin dot matrix printer. Single
sheet or Tractorfeed
Only

MODEMS
14,400 EXTERNAL

_1129.99
_1149,99

1199.99
, B A B T  approved FAXModem

E M 1 . l ; I E I r i 1 i a z i n 9 ' - 1  CoomPlete with all leads, PSUa
n
-  
.

P r I t k l i
Comms software.

Low Price
12ms...1189_99
12ms _1229.99

1 2 m s _1399. 99
12ms _1649_99

C114 99

28,800 EXTERNAL V34
Super-fast B A B T  approv ed
FAX4Modern. Complete with all
leads, P S U  a n d  Co m r n s
software
An unbeatable C174 99

GOLIATH z oowAr r  PSU
Solve all your power problems
with the Goliath. Three t imes
more powerful than a standard
PSU   £ 4 4  99

All 3.5" IDE drives require a 2 5" - 3.5" cable only E15.00
when fitted into a A6001Al200. Drives come prepped,
- brmattecl and installed with 100MB of FREE Public
Domain software All carry a 2. 3 or 5 year warranty.

ACCESSORIES
240 CAPACITY DISK BOX

ALFA DATA PRODUCTS
Megamouse-400doi E 1 2 . 9 9
Megamouse-3 Button .__ E14.99
Auto .J/Mouse switcher_112.99
AT-Bus 2008/IDE.._ t 7 9 . 9 9
AT-Bus 2008/SCSI E  09.99

CDROM DRIVES
POWER CDROM

External SCSI CDROM for the
Al 200_ Plugs into the PCMCIA
port. Fas t 300KbiSec transfer
rate. Connect up t o  s ix other
SCSI peripherals
Dual Speed E 1 9 9 . 9 9
Ouad Speed (600Kb)., C299.99

A400 vers ion, a s  above but
without PCMCIA interlace (Dual
Speed) £ 1 6 9 . 9 9

MITSUMI FX400
Internal IDE CDROM unit  for
the A 4 0 0  (requires  t andem
CDROM controller). Super-last
600101Sec transfer rate.
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FX400 Plus  Tandem CDROM
controPer card 0 9 9  99

NEC 512 X6
internal SCSI CDROM DRIVE.
Incredible 900KbrSec transfer
rate
Only £349.99

VISAGE ATAPI CDROM
Please request your free news
sheet regarding this  amazing
new product Ex ternal Quad-
speed CDROM unit that plugs
directly onto your internal IDE
port (requires  n o  addit ional
interfacing).
Only  M A L L

If you have found a
cheaper price

elsewhere in the
magazine, call us and
we will do our best to

beat it.

HOW TO
ORDER

BY POST - Please make cheques
and postal orders payable to
"Visage Computers". Please allow
5 working davs for cheques to clear.

APOLLO ACCELERATORS

C a "  F' F
i rThe worlds fastest • • •7 _ ,_

7 _  p e
l
t
s

1200 is on this page...
Superfast 68040 running at  33MHz, Built
in 6 8 8 8 2 ,  M M U  &  S C S I 2  co n t ro l ler
(3.5MB SEC). One 72 pin simm socket
Estimated speed (30+ mips).
Available September for only E 4 9 9 . 9 9

APOLLO 12401331SCSI2

APOLLO 1230/50/SCSI2

The fastest  0 3 0  card  available f o r  t h e
Al200 u ses  a  68030RC50 running a t
50Mhz. Built  in MMU &  SCSI2 controller
(3.5MB SEC). Two 72 pin SIMM sockets.
Price E 2 7 9 . 9 9

APOLLOTURBO 1220

Awarded a  90*/o CU AMIGA SUPERSTAR
the 1 2 2 0  c o m b i n e s  t h e  b e s t
Price/Performance rat io  f o r an y  Amiga
accellerator. 68020  running a t  28Mh z ,
integrated 68882 FPU, one 72pin  SIMM
socket (1-4MB) Realtime clock.
Price 0 9 . 9 9

__ NEW  41---
The new APOLLO A4000 2 - -
accellerator cards fit into the CPU
slot of your A4000 (A3000T). Comes in 28,
33 and 40Mhz versions, 4 x 72 pin SIMM
sockets, SCSI-2 controller.
Price M A L L

Please call for  your free information
ack for the A olio ran • e of • roducts.

32BIT MEMORY SIMMS
4MB 0 2 9 . 9 9  1 6 M B  E 3 9 9 . 9 9
8MB E 2 6 9 . 9 9  3 2 M B  E 7 9 9 . 9 9
The above SILINIs are 72pin Industry standard PS2 7Ons.
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PLEASE CALL FOR THE
LATEST NEWS AND PRICES
ON THE NEW A4000T1040106

VISAGE COMPUTERS
ERE / 1 1  G A II

a  -
WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT

CARDS INCLUDING SWITCH &
VISA DELTA

PM EM E

BY PHO NE -  Credit/Debit
card orders taken from 9.30am
-  .5.30pm Monday to Saturday.

CALL (0115) 964-2828 OR (0115) 964-2898TO PLACE YOUR ORDER
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omputer 2D animation has been
having a rough lime of it over the
last few years.  Af ter the ey e

candy niceties of LightWave, Wavefront
and 3D Studio and its professional users.
2D is seen as something from the past
that should remain there indefi nitely
unless produced by Disney. There's no
les flare. no 2.400 lights illuminating the
undercarriage of a space freight and no
30 chases through 24-bit deep space.

freed. computer animation is inheren-
tly seen as a 3D format  of  polygons,
ditmapped textures and splining because
the medium lends itself so well to the
genre and for the last few years has been
seen as the best option for achieving the
ercessible. The likes of Jurassic Park and
Lawnmower Man t o  Baby lon 5  and
SetiOuest DSV have created a myopic
view of computer's potential throughout all
alas of silicon art.

After this initial flux of  enthusiasm In
one area, it's now becoming more appar-
ent that artists and animators f rom all
weiliz of life are finding ways of turning the
30 legacy into something else far, far
removed

Amiga Computing thought it was time to
tin the spotlight on the unsung heroines
i t  heroes who are making real waves in
the animation scene to ask them what
makes their Amiga such a vital compo-
reit in the production process, and what
techniques they use to turn the ordinary
efe the extraordinary
, An anim for all
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Judging f r o m t h e  me d i a ,  i t
wears that there are two dist inct ive
traes. The commercial artist who's in it
pallor the money (to eat, clothe, live
id so on) and the indiv idual art is t

'hose work apparent ly  shouldn' t  be
lunded because it  only  appeals  to a
mnonly. While there are extreme cases
ol stereotype in both areas that infl ame
public contempt and do more damage
than good to the arts scene as a whole
tininess Camelot's award of E55 million
t  the Royal Opera House and the sub-
newt  backlash that has people mut-
Wring that money should be given solely
to charities, n e v e r  mi n d  t h e  A r t s
Crunch). many artists are genuinely try-
bg their best to bring something fresh,
vaginal and individualist ic to the small
and big screens

Despite t he s uppos ed blac k -and-
inkte nature to the arts, the majority of
people operat ing in the grey  areas In
between are working in both arenas and
creating or iginal  and  ex c it ing work
sesultaneously.

Take Jonathan Hodgson. He's  been
animating for the past 15 years using a
variety of  media.  Hi s  c ommerc ia ls
rude SAAB. Kilmeaden Cheddar and

program 'biros  f or
While Heat (BBC1),
Kersplat  (Channel
4), Nelson Mandela
(Channel  4 )  a n d
Class ic  Tr u c k s
(Channel 4 ) .
Originally an illustra-
tor, Hodgson came
across animat ion
whi le s t u d y i n g
at L i v e rpoo l  a r t s
school and decided that the
moving image was tar more interesting.
As with many art schools, the slant was
very much on the experimental -  a tradi-
tion that Hodgson still swears by today.

He had his first introduction to comput-
ers, specifically the Amiga, only a year
ago when he applied to the arts council
for funding for a short experimental ani-
mation that'll be screened as part of  the
FourMat ions series  on its  complet ion.
Since t hat  t ime,  t he  c omput er  has
become a v ital part  of  his  animat ion
process. He has since produced an intro
animat ion for Channel Four's  Class ic
Trucks series (detailed below).

MENTAL GRAFFITI
Meanwhile.  Hodgs on cont inues  to

work on his  animat ion.  Desc ribed as
'mental graffiti', us ing a variety of differ-
ent medias f rom charcoal to video, the
basic theme behind the film is what goes
on ins ide someone's  head while doing
something as  mundane as walk ing to
work. The Amiga is being used as a vital
part  of  t he produc t ion wi t h  t he now
famous PARcard taking centre stage for
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Four animator5
and an
Amiga

lifter looking at 311 animation in fia5t
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8rt15t5 who dal making llmiga animated art
the management  and playback  of  all
Images (detailed below).

So impressed is  Hodgson with the
Amiga that  he's  planning to produce
another fi lm c reat ed s ole ly  on  t he
machine. The appeal of using the Amiga
is t he s peed of  adding a  v ariet y  of
effects: "You can turn a photographic
image into an outline image within sec-
onds. Also, the potential for the likes of
morphing is very excit ing" commented
Hodgson.

"While uses so far have been very
obvious, there's  lots of  stuff yet to be
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done. Take typography -  a hundred new
typefaces can be created by morphing a
single typeface and creating subtle dif -
ferences and changes. The same could
be d o n e  by  morph ing  t wo pic t ures
together. There's  an endless resource
that's just wailing to be fully exploited."

Furthermore, the price of  the equip-
ment compared to the likes of a Ouantel
paintbox plus the hire charge of an oper-
ator has proved a strong selling point to
many animators including Hodgson: "It's
amazing that you can do so much on a
system now.  I t  costs a fract ion of  the
high-end systems -  it 's a crude Harry
(Quantal)."

There is a downside to all this enthu-
siasm though -  at present, he sees the
use of computer graphics as a little limi-
ted: "The re  s eems  t o be t oo muc h
emphasis on style and techniques and
how realistic you can make something.
A lot  of  3D stuff bores me -  there's a
real lack of content usually and the con-
cepts behind the images are generally
science fiction-based."

Like any  t ool as  well,  he k nows  it
takes t ime to get used to the computer:
"There are so many opt ions available
that you can frequently find yourself dis-
appearing up a blind alley and wasting
time. The good side to this, though. is
the potential for discovery as well."

Despite his  own success us ing the
Amiga. Hodgson can never see himself
moving solely onto a computer platform.
-
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graphics is  how they fi t  in with other
techniques  -  that 's  when things  are
going to start getting realty interesting."

Sounds like a recipe for multimedia to
me.

What 5he alWaq5
wanted

0  hannel 4's  FourMat ions  serieshas shown some of  the leading
work produced in the field of animation
and, las t  month,  f eatured a program
dedicated to the computer animators.
One a r t i s t  s h o wc a s e d  w a s  Ru t h
Linglord. a one-t ime occupational thera-
pist turned professional animator.  For
those who saw her short animation enti-
tled 'What  She Wants" they can hardly
have failed t o not ice the s omet imes
shocking and sexually-oriented content.

Lingford*s uncompromising style has
won h e r  ac c la im a n d  wo r k  o n  a n
increasingly large scale_ Her  love for
animat ion didn' t  blossom during her
teen years though -  while she studied
on an art foundation course after leaving
school, her career before animation was
dealing with mentally ill old people as an
occupat ional therapist .  One day, she
realised she was simply running out of
care -  with a husband and two children
to look out for in the evening on top of
the already stressful day job, Lingford

tia55i(
For anyone who saw the Classic
Trucks ser ies on Channel  4,
Hodgson designed the vivid intro
sequence. He was helped by Dan
Arnall  w ho wor ks for  Mar i ut
Rimmenen,  a l so i nter vi ewed
here. What fol lows is a break-
down of the intro and how the
various effects were achieved.

AN the  ima ge s he re  ha ve  been ta ke n
fr om  d i ffe r e n t s our c e s .  T h e  fl y ov e r ,
clouds,  a nd t ru cks we re  ta ke n from
va rious books. The  ma n wa lking
a c r os s  th e  fr a m e  is  a  fr i e n d  o f

Hodgson a nd a s h is fe e t ste p into the
posturoductioma dde d puddles,
spla she s a re  forme d. The se  we re
cre a te d in Brillia nce  a nd the  whole
sce ne  wa s composire d toge the r using
the pa cka ge .

H o d g s o n  to o k  t h e  s h a p e  o f  th e  l e n d e r
and ma ppe d on the  re fle ction o f  the
mart a s he  a ppe a rs to wa lk pa st  the
truck. The  a ctua l t ruck ima ge  wa s
bent sligh t ly to give  the  illusion o f
pe rspe ctive . The  bright pa le tte
wa s  p a i n te d  a fte r w a r d s .  A l l  th e
work wa s done  with
Brillia nce .
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Big CU of the  whe e l wa s ta ke n from
a photogra ph. Af te r putting the  page
on the  compute r,  the  live  a ction of  a
man climbing into a  t ru ck wa s
mapped on to the  hub ca p a nd whe e l
nuts .  A l l  th •  s h o ts  u s e d  in  th e  i n tr o
were  conve rte d into a  1 6 -colour
"re ysca te  inste a d of  256 which
s l o w e d  d o w n  th e  h a r d  dr iv e  a n d  u s e d

too much spa ce .

The blue  in  the  top right-ha nd corne r
was a dde d fra me  by fra me  using
Brillia nce ',  fi lle d  shape  option to
cre a te  the  pulsa ting pa le tte . Tha t
whole  se ct ion wa s ma ske d off to
a chie ve  the  e ffe ct.

The va rious a re a s o f  diffe re nt
c olour s  w e r e  t r a c e d  o ff s e p a r a te l y
and fille d. Brillia nce  wa it use d  to a dd
more  contour a nd shape  to the
s pla s h. F ina l ly ,  h a r d  e dge s  b r o u g h t
about by importing ima ge s we re
removed the  using sme a r a nd
smooth op t ion ..

decided that an alternative and perma-
nent career move was needed.

With t he fi nancial support  of  her
husband,  s he undert ook  a
Fine Art  degree course at
Middlesex Polytechnic in
the mid-'80s and came
across a n i ma t i o n
quite by accident in
the course syllabus.
"It was one of those
life experiences -  I
knew what I wanted
to do when I  g rew
up. Wit h animat ion.
you c an mak e things
do whatever you want .
There are no restric t ions"
enthuses Lingford.

Because of  her animat ion work, she
was accepted into the prestigious Royal
College of Art to do an MA in animation
and in 1992,  graduated.  Whi le there,

T w o  s h o ts  w e r e  ta k e n  he r e  -  o n e
of focus on the  window a nd the  a t
In-focus. Af te r the  fra me  of  the  win-
dow ha d be e n ste ncille d Out, a  ye
of tra nspa re ncy la ye rs we re  added
us ing B r i l l i a nc e  -  a  m a n  o r d e r i n g
inside  the  calla ,  a  building,  a  t ruck
pa ssing a nd in the  se ct ion wh ich
be come s the  C la ssic T ru cks logo,  a
video of  a  lo rry a pproa ching the
c or ne r s . i ts  l i g h ts  p a i n te d  in  a n d  i ts
number pla te  re move d.

Hodgson morphe d using M orph P
to the  in .locus shot  be ca use  he  fe lt
that sim p ly mixing would  have
seemed highly unre a list ic a s it focus
pun. its ore  pull focus,  the  C la ssic
Trucks logo come s into vie w. The
took a  we e k a nd a  ha lf  to comple te  -
there  a re  se ve n diffe re nt la ye rs in

Feeling Mil Wag
The film that Hodgson is wefh
ing on currently,  'Feel i ng kik
Way'. is an experimental piece
shot on Hi-8 and will last aboul
seven mi nutes.  Char ti ng the
mental outpourings and process
of a worker  on his way to the
office, the whole thing is she'
from his POV. Hodgson know
that the basic premise is huge,
gripping, but from what I've seer
of his animation addi tions the
piece l ook s  excel l ent .  The
process firstly involves shooting
the H1-8 material and then
adding the effects on afterwards
What follows is a breakdown ot
that process.

she had spent some of  her t ime usi
the high-end Macs and software to c

ate work  and experiment .  The firs
immediate problem on ! s aw

was where to fi nd a co
puler that could repla

the more costly met
ods o f  t rad i t iona
animation.

In 1988. an Amig
500 was bought f
the children to do
spot of  wo rd  pro
cessing. At the tim

Linglord had a bri
look at Deluxe Paint

but h a d  n o t  b e e
impres s ed init ial ly  by  it

primit ive look  and design.  0
ex periment ing f urt her,  t hough,  sh
realised the Amiga sys tem did offe
enough to make creat ing animat ion
home a v iable propos it ion,  The nex



Video fo o ta g e  -  s ta r l i n g  r n a  h o u s e  a n d
then on to the  stre e ts o f  London,
Hodgson has t rie d  to ca pture  e xa ct ly
what you would tie s a nd took out for on
Me way to work -  pa ssing shops,
leaking at your sha dow,  moving
through a  bus y  c r o w d  o n  th e  w a y  to  a
trant, and reading signs. Af te r shooting
amass of ma te ria l. it  wa s WO
transferred on to the ...

- ffl aticard -  w h e r e  a  l o g g i n g  s h e e t
&rectory wa s cre a te d with  t im e s of  the
'Wage's position on e a ch ta pe  ne xt  to
the Me name for e a sy re fe re nce . All
Pats ere loa de d m a  lo w 0  fa ctor to
NM me mory. a todgson's origina l pla n
est to shoot on fi lm a nd the n ge t lu ll
on photographic prints o f  the
appropriate shots. it  prove d to be
impractical a nd cost ly. H e  he a rd about

PARcard a nd the  re st  is h istory.
He c r e a te s  a n  a s s e m b l y  e d i t  o f  a l l

Eli. M ots he  wa nts to  use  a nd the n
"toads those  chose n one s in  on a  high
0 factor. U sing Ba tch Fa ctory a nd
Image FIX to orga nise  a nd conve rt  the
images into IFF124, he  the n use s Studio
saftware to  print out e a ch sce ne  fra me
by barn. on his HP1 2 0 0 C printe r. Ea ch
WNW
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step was to apply to the Arts Council for
a grant to start work on her first animat-
ed short created entirely on a computer.
The application was successful and with
earl of the money,  s he invested in a
second-hand 1500 and a SummaSketch
III tablet board. 0P4 was selected as the
package to do all the animation on and
What She Wants (detailed below) was
started.

The at t ent ion t he fi n is hed p iec e

1

to-

1

—Anima tion -  wOth e a ch t ra m . printe d
out on spe cia l punche d pa pe r to fi t  an
a nima tion peg ba r (holds the  she e t in
p la c e  o n  th e  r os tr um ) ,  I t' s  t i m e  to  a d d
the va rious e ffe cts with  a  va rie ty of
diffe rent me dia . Hodgson wa nte d to
conve y how we  se e  the  wo rld  a s a
se rie s of  foca l points. I n  th is e xa mple ,  a
white  ste n cil is pla ce d ove r a  roa d
scene  obscuring e ve rything othe r tha n
the sign. t ie  the n dra ws in,  using pe ncil,
outline s of ke y o b je ct . In the  sce ne  a s
pa ssing impre ssions -  a s if  we  don't
re a lly ta ke  a ny notice  of  wha t  we  se e
unle ss focusing d ire ct ly on to  it . Once
done, the  fra me  is re corde d by
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PARcard,  producing the  finishe d
a nima te d sce ne

Animatp!
Anyone interested in possible funding for their animation should contact the Arts
Council. Focusing on innovation in animation. Animate! was set-up six years ago by
the council, with support from Channel 4 to fund artists producing risk-taking work.
Currently there are 30 projects either underway or finished, and six of those involve
digital technology — three specifically the Amiga.

For further information, contact Gary Thomas. the assistant film arid video officer on
0171 3330100 ext 410,

received wo n  h e r  a  p l ac e  a t  t h e
Museum of the Moving Image as an ani-
mator in residence. Ak in to being put
under a microscope, Lingford sat in a
room work ing all day  while the public
watched in from the other side of  pane
of glass.

The bonus to the experience though
was  a proper  c ommis s ion wi t h real
money and development  t ime to work
on her up-and-coming project .  Death

In this $cene, we soo the walker ;ooh-
ing a t  h is sha dow a s I t cha nge s a nd
turns into a  biza rre  la ndsca pe

Jonathan
Hodgson:
"P e r s ona l ly ,  t h e
future  of  compute s
gra phics is how
they fi t  in  with
other te chnique s -
tha t's whe n things
are going to sta rt
ge tting re a lly
inte re sting"
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and The Mother,  an adaptat ion of  a
lesser-known H a n s  C h r i s t i a n
Anderson story. In fact,  Channel  4
liked her s toryboard so muc h t hat
production begins in September with a
budget In the E40,000 area.

Her other work shows the diversity
av ailable t o  a n i ma t o r s .  F r o m
producing short animated sequences
for t h e  CD- RO M v ers ion o f  t h e
best-selling Griffin and Sabine trilogy
now b e i n g  p r o d u c e d  b y  P e t e r
Gabriel ' s  Re a l  Wor ld  mul t imedia
company ,  t o  a 20 minut e t raining
animat ion on how to deal wit h the
problems of  glue sniffi ng, her work
is varied but boasts her own individual
style. I n  t h e  me a n t i me ,  s h e
has upgraded t o a  4000 and  t he
PARcard.

With a healthy portfolio of animation
tucked into one v ideo cassette, she
sees computer animat ion as an ideal
media: "What's happening now is very
excit ing. Bac k  in t he old days,  we
were all terribly scornful of computers.
People at college now find they can do
what they want  wit h computers  and
aren't hav ing their work  affected by
clumsy technology.*

FUTURE THOUGHTS
As for the future. Linglord is equally

opt imist ic :  -
A n y o n e  
w i l l  
b e  
a b
l e  
t
o

animate — I don' t  fi nd that  thought
threatening. At the end of the day, it's
all a b o u t  t h e  i d e a  b e h i n d  t h e
animation not the technique, and com-
puters of fer an ideal plat form to get
started."

She still believes, though, that peo-
ple mus t  learn the fundamentals  of
animat ion creat ion to give them the
necessary knowledge to make a solid
start. Her advice for budding anima-
tors is simple: 'I 'd just use DP415 and
draw us ing the light  box.  Draw the
movement fi rst to get  a feel of  what
animation is all about.  The look can
come later."

She also sees computers as offer-
ing an excellent  way  of  learning the
ropes. In between her animation work
she h a s  b e e n  t e a c h i n g  a t  t h e
University of  Humbers ide and some
days a t  t h e  Na t i o n a l  F i l m  a n d
Television School.

With something like walk  cycles,
you're always going to get it wrong to
begin with. I i requires lots of practise
and I not iced while teaching that stu-
dents hav e a  tendency  to be v ery
precious when drawing with pencil and
paper
- 
L i n
g f o
r d  
e x
p l
a i
n s
.

i t  takes them a long t ime as they
painstakingly draw out  each f rame.
The majority,  though,  end up with a
walk cyc le that doesn't  work, With a
computer, the investment required to
produce a result is so slight that you're
not as  prec ious  and c an rat t le of f
example af t er example,  I t 's  a very
good teaming tool,"
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What She Want
0  or her first animation, Lingford wanted a chal-lenging subject matter, The theme behind

What She Wants is twofold. Firstly, she wanted
to create an erotic animation -  there has always
been a school of thought that believes it's impossi-
ble to create such a thing because animat ion
doesn't allow the viewer to become fully involved
with the animated characters. Secondly, it  was

Black and white 5Pal0115

Ea ch ima ge  in  th is se ct ion wa s
copie d from a  pa inting by
O&a cro lx. The  proce ss is simple  -
this Romanesque  ma n wa s
cre a te d using the  unbroke n a nd
broken line  option in  W A _

Tim sta rt ing point wa s
on Clika 's Ughtable
fa cility. The  ima ge  wa s
d r a w n  u p  u s i n g  th e
th ick b la ck lin e .-

and Langford
dre w in  the
re le va nt cha nge s
to turn  the  ima ge
into...

reaction against the apparent increase in sexually-
related matenal in the media -  she felt as if  she
was being told that everyone should be having sex
and thinking about it, almost as if a form of oontrol•
i t s  a paranoid attitude to a certain extent but it
seemed that sexuality was being manipulated to
make us bigger and better consumers."

With this double-edged sword in hand, What She

tolour section5

...L ingfor d  th e n
moved ahead by
two fra me s a nd
d r e w  in  th e  n e x t

ste p.-

a woma n. Lingford didn't wa nt  to
cut a nd copy in be twe e n be ca use  the
end re sult would  have  appeared Je rky.
Also. morphine  wa s rule d out sim p ly
be ca use  it  would  de void the
a nima tion of a ny re a l style

...Once  done, she 'd pla y the
e n d  r e s ul t t o  a go  i f  i t w o r k e d .
if succe ssful,  she  re turne d to
the inte rme dia te  fra me s a nd
dre w thorn in

Lingford is cu rre n t ly working on the  CD410kil
ve rsion of the  be st se lling  Griffin a nd Sa bine  t rilogy
being produce d by Pe te r t isb ria le  R e a l World mult i.
media  compa ny -  unfortuna te ly,  the  t it le  won't  be
a va ila ble  on the  Amiga  on ite  re le a se  in  Spring

A pre vie w of  the  up-and-coming Dea th a nti The
atother, Lingtord's Cha nne l 4  funded a nima tion is
pre se ntly in pre product ion. T ito visua l style  is
based on 0114111k60 woodcuts of  the  e a rly 2 0 th ce ntu.
ry n o t e  the  /Mee le ft  by the  cha ra cte r's move me nt

Ruth Linglord:
"With
a nima tion. you
ca n ma ke
things do
wha te ve r you
want. The re
a l •  ITO

re strict ions."

Ami ga  C o m p u t i n g
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Wants look nine months to fully complete and
proves to be an animation that doesn't pull any
punches. Her main process was to put a series of
seemingly unrelated images together and come up
with new ideas and connections -  she feels the
project was successful on the whole. What follows
is a breakdown of the two main processes featured
in the anim.

The  a r m  a n d  body  o f  th e
woman turn into a  horse 's ne ck
and head. The  proce ss is ve ry
simila r to the  o ld  tra dit ion of
pa inting on gla ss -  ta ke  pa rts
a wa y a nd a dd ne w one s

Fina lly,  she  would  a dd colour
and go ove r the  b la ck line s
with the  re le va nt ba ckground
colour to produce  a n uneven
and more  ha nd-dra wn e ffe ct

1



Himminen and 50r1
0  ucked away in a London terrace house onthe top floor is an Amiga 4000 and Silicon

Graphics side by side. The owner. Mariut
Renminen, has been producing animation for the
last 20 years. An animation director by trade.
computers have only just begun taking a very
actms role In her work. On board is her son Dan
ArraII, a computer operator and animator whose
expertise has also helped Jonathan Hodgson.

I was in 1974 that she had her first experi-
ence with a computer: "I was in London to shoot
a commercial with Electronic Arts and became
involved because the media was interesting and
new. Unfortunately at  that  t ime,  t he whole
computer operation was in the hands of  the
engineers not the creatives due to the inaccessi-
tdey of the hardware and software" commented
Rimminen.

Subsequently, she didn't return to the comput-
er scene for another 20 years. In the meantime,
she continued with her commercial work and
has tad venous animations shown on Channel
4. /ter next foray into computers was the Amiga
500, owned by her son, which came with Deluxe
Paint 3. So impressed with the standard possi-
ble, she quickly inves ted in a 4000 and a
PARcarcl The machine is currently being used
on another Channel 4 Four Mations anim in con-
junction with the Silicon Graphics.  Wit h the
mock-up created on the Amiga already, the bulk
of the final version is being produced on the SGI.

RISKY BUSINESS
While some Amiga owners maybe fuming at

the thought, Rimminen is quick to point out that
one of the reasons for bringing in the SGI was
me cloud of doubt hanging over Commodore's
luture 'We had planned to go with Arnigas sole-
ly, but with such an investment in something that
was looking decidedly shaky it  was just  too
much of a risk.
- Indeed, she sings the Amiga's praises: "I've
werked with Macs as well and it has lots of inter-
esting programs but its still not a great machine.
It the Amiga was developed in the same way as •
the Mac -  easy to use in other words -  it would
be ideal"

Star of the show though, yet again, is  the
PARcard. While shoot ing the live footage at
hired studios, they used a Hi-8 video camera
and stored each f rame directly onto the card
which was set up nearby. The Amiga has also
taped her puppet skills as well -  while shooting
a particular scene, Rimminen needed to him a
dill rolling out a handbag_ Instead of the usual
painstaking set-up required to perform such an
anirrelion feat, she simply held the doll in the rel-
evant position for each frame and then took out
her fingers using Brilliance in post production. 1
hnd the system very tactile which is unusual for a
computer._ it enables me to use my puppet skills
and help in the process
- s h e  
c o m m e n t
e d .

While the SGI takes centre stage in this pro-
daction, Rimminen is obviously a true enthusi-
ast. 'While at a show recently, I met dozens of
animators all singing the praises of the machine.
Even after all this time, there's a real community
saint tor the Amiga. II Escom succeed. I think the
future for the Amiga in the animation sector is
excellent."

A theme-heavy animation portraying how the

computer and live action

future -  because of  our experiences and
hopes, there's no such thing as objective real-
ity. The anim explores this with a mixture of

present is both formed from the past and the

me  to use  m y puppet

proce ss."

illimmine rc "I  find the
Amiga  ve ry ta ct ile

computer— it  e na ble s

skills a nd he lp in the

which is unusua l tor A

Mang Happq Return5
Dan Arna li a nd fila rtut

M a inline d wa s p la ce d on a  spinning
cha ir in th is shot. The  MVO
wa s tha n mitered a nd turne d into an
anintbrush. The  pa le tte  wa s
change d a nd the  fina l ima ge
ste ncilte d into the  live  a ct ion lore .
ground with ... Brillia nce !

Sit th is sce ne ,  the  M ints in  the  ve ne tia n b lind  ta ke
o il a nd fly a cross the  acesien. Rinwnine n's f e c•
wa s put ove r the  top AS A 2 0  pe r ce nt
tra nspa re ncy with  a riiiia nce . The  birds
the mse ive s sta rte d a s dots ma pping the ir flight
plans a nd the n we re  subse que ntly dra wn in  wit h
Brillia nce  with  a  slight  tra nspa re ncy.

41 M o rp h  Plus wa s use d to d istort  the  fa ce
into a  va mpa ric ima go. The  ta ttoos on the
fa ce  we re  ske tche d 041 with  Brillia n ce  by

, d ig i t a l  a rt ist  Ja ck Schute e

in the  ba ckground b o m b ,  ca n  be  se e n
dropping -  th is e ffe ct wa s a chie ve d by
simply shooting a  book pa ge  on vide o
while  t ilt ing the  ca llie ra  down,  The
Houses o f  Pa rlia me nt we re  corn posited
ove r the  lop  a nd edges we re  blurre d to
seem life like . The  broa dca ste rs we re
taken from the  vide o re corde r a nd
p icke d  up a s a n a nimbrush e nd pla ce d

V o n  top o f  the  a ct ion

Afte r usktg AluitiFra nte  a s a
compositor a nd dra wing a n a lpha
cha nne l for e a ch live  fra me  of  Um
a ctor. the  re st  o f  the  shot wa s
image proce sse d with  the  tine  a rt
option using AdPro a nd Ahdlifra me

Other work

A m i g a  C o m p u t i n g
O C T O B E R  1 9 9 5
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t lastl Amiga net surfers have a
graphical world wide web brow-
ser that is  capable of  dealing

with forms. AMosaic v1.413 was launched
onlo an unsuspecting public in the early
days of July and has a revamped GUI with
a nice bouncing ball progress animation
Ouch better than the pulsing radio button
or the spinning clock hand) and Netscape-
like gadgets tor progress  through the
wodd wide web. Also included in this latest
version is the ability to type into the URL.
address line, rather than having to open a
requester and a built -in,  hierarchically
cdgantsed hollist,

My overall impression is that this ver-
sion is actually ever so slightly slower than
AMosaic 1.3, but given its added benefits
lin willing to forego that  ext ra speed.
Rinnily enough, given that AMosaic now
ircludes a truly animated progress button,
graphical nav igat ion but tons  and the
ZIA), to construct forms, the executable's
size is actually  less  t han t hat  of  it s
predecessor.

The way AMosaic now supports forms
does seem slight ly clunky, but  I would
Imagine this is down to the way MUI and
ArnigaDOS work. What  happens is that
wfen you get to a URL that has a form.
say the registration form for HotWired, The
Electronic Telegraph o r  Yahoo,  t he
AMosatc wi n d o w dis appears  t o  b e
replaced by a little window telling you that
AMosaic is cons t ruc t ing a form.  The
Aktsaic window then reappears with the
tarn in place, voila!

When you leave a forms page, exactly
tie same thing happens. Scrolling within a
bras page is a bit grinding, so some work
Ct viously still needs to be clone on that
front Another thing I miss  f rom us ing
Netscape at work all day is the MailTo:
CGI script. This lets you click on some-
one's e-mail address on a home page and
tend them some mail,  but  I guess you
Pet have everything all at once.

Next up is a related bit  of  sof tware,
Berend Ozceri's AMHotlist. This now also
sports the hierarchically arranged hotlist
elides You can create sub-menus and
simply put your exist ing ent ries  within
hose sub-menus by clicking on the 'move'

Don't forget
the MI

ACLISeellite ste a dfa stly re fusing
to co n n e ct  to a  re fl e ctor siteet n
button and then clicking where you want
the entry No  more shuffling through an
endless hotlist trying to find the page you
want — stuff them all inside descriptively
named sub-menus  and all your cares
simply fly away.

Well, perhaps not, but I do recommend
using AMHothst v2 instead of the hothst in
AMosaic itself because it is much nicer to
use and can have a lot more entries visi-
ble at one time. Of course, if you are hav-
ing to use AMosaic  on a native Amiga
screen, you might not have enough room
to display them both and still have ade-
quate room for the main AMosaic window.

VERSION UPGRADE
Lastly, there is a new version of  the

Amiga's sole videoconlerencing tool avail-
able on the net. At  the t ime of  writ ing,
ACUSeeMe was  at version 2_01, but  I
know that version 2.02 at  least will be
available by  t he t ime y ou read this .
CUSeeMe is a standard for Internet video-
conlerencing which gives you 'realt ime'
video and audio communicat ions with
another machine. This works great if  you
have a whole load of  Unix  boxes with
cameras and mikes linked into an ATM
network, but definitely leaves a little to be
desired over a telephone line.

Because the Amiga doesn't  have a
camera or mike as easy system add-ons.

All three of the programs I have talked about require Magic User Interface — MUI
- to work, which is why the screenshots always look so groovy,  but is also
responsible for slowing down the programs somewhat. Ever since AMosaic was
launched, there has been a backlash against MUI slating its size and slowness.
The programmers of AMosaic and Mr Ozceri retort that what they created would
MN taken much longer by normal means and certainly wouldn't look as good.
I have no problem whatsoever with WI .  It has rarely crashed my machine,

 ert a in ly no more than any other program. and provides a very good-looking
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omputing having given a registered version away with the July issue, there
should no longer be any complaints about users having to pay to use it, so
temps people should give MUI a break_

A m i g a  C o m p u t i n g
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The bo le t i vorzb"ne  o f  * M osa ic a nd Alit t lo t t ist  looking
gorgeous a nd groovy on a  1 0 2 4 x7 6 8  scre e nueltie5

1

8E17 111151 100115 at the l a t o t

glemo5 dal/3MP for nEst 115o15
ACUSeerne will probably only appeal to
lurkers because y ou have no way  of
replying to anything that is said or done at
the other end of  the link. This  version
actually interprets the reflector list that it
comes with so you no longer have to type
the addresses of the reflectors into a text
gadget, you can simply select them from
a scrolling list.

Refl ectors  a r e  s i t e s  t h a t  c a r r y
CUSeeMe traffic, be it  solely audio or
both audio and video. and behave some-
what like IRC servers in that they act as
central gathering points for people to call
into. ACUSeeMe is also writ ten by the
prolific Mr Ozceri who seems to have no
end to his talents.

SYSTEM ESSIFITIA151-RED = e&sen hal B L A C K  Recommended

MUI RTG card

I N T E R N E  T I
I

The bottom kip
AMHotList2 Oalha 16k

ftp://src doc acuk laminet icomm/not

acuseeme2 01.1ha 64k
flpilstr.doc.tc_acuklamtnet/comm4cp

AMosalc14beta AmiTcp.lha 146k
httpi/wwwomnopresence.comjamosaid
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poi a t  s o long ago,  t he  Amiga
0

games  mark e t  wa s  awas h
with high-qualit y ,  innovat ive

titles that sold in abundance. But  after
the collapse of  Commodore.  sof tware
companies unsurprisingly became very
caut ious when it  c ame t o releas ing
Amiga games .  Some,  af t er years  of
supporting the machine, were only too
ready t o abandon it  and desert  to the
PC c amp,  ot hers  took  a t oe-dipping
policy, releas ing a  couple of  t it les or
even wors e -  second-rate PC port -
overs whi le many  t it les were 'put  on
hold.' .

But now, the latest news from Escom
is that the Amiga is going back into pro-
duction and an A l200 is  promised for
September.  But  wi t h  a  h igher  t han
expected RRP announced at  E399, a
lot of  people are going to take a fair
amount  of  convinc ing that  developing
for the Amiga is once again going to be
a viable option.

And, not  only  have Escom got  their
work cut  out  for them in this  respect,
but the vicious circle of  developers not
making the games until retailers stock
them, and retailers  not  mak ing shelf
space available unt il they  s ee wide-
spread commitment,  must be broken

GENERAL CONSENSUS
Amiga  Co mp u t i n g  t a lk ed t o  k ey

indust ry  sources  t o get  t he general
opinion about  the future ot  the Amiga
games market  and what  they'd like to
see from Amiga Technologies.

The Amiga  has  a lway s  been t he
cheap, yet  quality horns computer that
not on ly  c ou ld  y ou  buy  t he  lat es t
games for,  but  you could also create
mus ic  on,  c ompi le  a dat abas e and
write a letter The  PC has always been
priced over three times as much as the
Amiga. The consoles, while available
for the same price,  were merely  toys
that  c o u l d  d o  n o  mo r e  t h a n  p l a y
games. But  after a year off the market
has it still got what it takes?

As i t  s t ands ,  t he  Amiga s t i l l  has

64
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There has been a lot of speculation about what the new Amigas
will be like and the price at which they will retail. Incidentally,
the interviews were conducted before Escom announced the
price of the new Al200,  and at Eng,  it's a lot more than every-
one was hoping for.

Mar cus Dyson,  Te a m  17:  "Al 200 with an 030. 4Mb RAM (2
fast, 2chip) and a 120Mb hard drive for E299. This may sound a
little unrealistic,  but  PC's are now so well specified and so
cheap that Amiga has to really offer good value for money."

Andy Jol ly,  Bi nar y Emoti ons: "The Al200 has to be around
the t200 price range."

Mi chael  Cr ook,  Gui ldhal l : l t  the Al200 can re-enter the mar-
ket at  E349.99 or  less they will immediately grab a heal thy
chunk of consumer spend this Christmas."

Si mon Re y nol ds ,  I nte r -medi a tes :  I  would like to see a
cheap (sub-E200) Al200 in the marketplace, to kickstart interest
in the Amiga."

A m i g a  C o m p u t i n g
O C T O B E R  1 9 9 5

many st rengths which the support ive
software developers are only  too keen
to point  out.  A  s t rong and loyal user
base already exists and Escom need to
cultivate this. As Chris Warrender from
Grandslam points out: "Escom must lis-
ten to the users, both past and present,
and give them what  they want  in rela-
tion to the machine rather than telling
them what  t hey  need.  They  hav e a
ready-made installed base to start from
-  they should not  ignore these users,
but  s hou ld  f os t er  t he  re la t ions h ip
between user and developer and this
base will, undoubtedly increase.
- Amiga us ers  hav e  prov ed t hem-
selves extremely loyal, especially wi t h

a generat ion who have grown up
the machine.  Marcus  Dyson,  he
Mult imedia at  Team 17 states:
great thing about the Amiga was
taught a whole generat ion of  ga
players the bun of graphics, music
ing arid coding." Dyson also poi
the A m i g a  b e i n g  a  us er - f r i
mac hine t hat  is  easy .  ev en to
novice to use.

'The Amiga comes out of a bo
is ready to run in seconds. No tire
and troublesome sound cards, gr
accelerators, I /O cards and mous
vers to install, And Workbench 3
superior to Windows '95, which is
being s teeped in praise becaus

AMIGAAmiga
Technologies
the ir work c
for the m age
e ll the  tough
compe tition
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Ors have had to tolerate Windows
3.1 for so long."

Vulcan Sof t ware ' s  L i s a  Tu n n a h
agrees: "The PC has a habit  of  doing
really scary t hings  when  y ou leas t
Med it, whereas the Amiga sits there
dsolaying a very friendly looking work-
bench environment. Running sof tware
on the Amiga is so easy, whereas  you
reed a degree in c omput er s
taile just to install Windows
OnyOur average PC."

The Amiga has many
other posit ive fac tors
and having a  g o o d
tudget market  c er-
tainly helps matters.
As wel l  'as  t h o s e
available for around
E10. the full price titles
are also compet it ively
priced Wit h cart ridges
ind PC CD-ROM titles still
costing around the E40 mark,
and with full priced Amiga
titles av eraging a r o u n d
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vide value f or money  on
Pat score. A triple A tit le on the Amiga
can still sell in abundance, and some
developers are ready to point the finger

Mary Emetions,  de ve lope rs o f  Sp a rk
legacy, be lie ve  tha t Amiga  owne rs a re
IN up of buying poor-qua lity softwa re

rollat
There 15 a worrying trend in the fimiga games
market with fewer titles being IPIPd5P11
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Dyson; "An y compa ny
deve loping for the  Amiga

but isn 't  doing CO3 2  stuff  is
out o f  its m ind"

at some of the bad-quality games being
released that are giving the machine a
bad name.  J o l l y  bel iev es :  "I  t h ink
Amiga owners  are fed up with pay ing
out f or poor quality  sof tware and are
only willing to buy quality. For instance,
Skidmarks 2 sold twice the number of
the t op c ons o le  games  i n  i t s  fi rs t
month."

However, distribut ion always
plays a crucial part and if the

retailers aren't convinced.
then the software com-

panies' hard work  will
go down  t he drain.
Vulc an S o f t w a r e
have f ound  a  wa y
around this  by  dis -
tributing their games

themselves  t hrough
mail order.  "We have

decided to distribute our
own products  f or several

reasons. One is  the declining
confidence in Amiga prod-
ucts a t  who l es a l e  a n d
retail l e v e l .  V u l c a n
couldn't  change this  sad

fact so we simply adapted."
Neil Boote,  Head of  Non.

Mus icP r o d u c t  at  Virg in
Our Price.  defended the
ret ai lers  b y  s a y i n g :
"Virgin Retail is  commit -
ted to all games  formats
and a s  s uc h ,  w e  s t oc k
Amiga p r o d u c t s  i n  t h e
Megastores. Amiga was  a very
strong format  three years ago and
recent ly  h a d  a  v e r y  s uc c es s f u l
Christmas in 1994. Demand has cumin
ished s ince then,  and as  such we
are k eeping a c lose ey e on the
Amiga market  and any  develop-
ments that might affect it. We are
aware that  the Amiga st ill has
over 1.5 mil l ion mac hines  in
UK households, and any deci-

O C T O B E R  1 9 9 5

Afte r a  me e ting with  Escom,
Virgin I nte ra ctive  w ill
continue  to de ve lop

Ion the  Amiga

F E A T U R E

sion we make will take this into consid-
eration."

Simon Reynolds for Special Reserve
is r a t h e r  mo r e  pes s imis t ic :  ' T h e
demand f or Amiga products  is  dwin-
dling down to the fact that  there has
been no  n e w hardware  s ales  f or  a
year, and after a year out of  the mar-
ket, a n d  w i t h  t h e  S a t u r n  a n d
Playstation looming,  Escom are going
to have to do something really special
to succeed."

This t ime fac tor is  als o seen as  a
major problem that Escom will have to
overcome. A year out of the market is a
long t ime and in its  absence the PC
has t ak en the major  f oothold in t he
home computer market. Simon Jeffery.
Vice Pres ident  of  Market ing at  Virgin
Interactive states: "Those who require
a future-proof  computer for educat ion
and a  bi t  o f  gaming  wi l l  be  dr iv en

towards a DOS-based PC. Intel
and M i c r o s o f t  h a v e

increased the profi le of
the P C t o  t he  n o n -

hobby is t  c ons umer
to t he  ex t ent  t hat
people equate the
term c o mp u t i n g
with the names  of
those t wo c ompa-

nies. Th is  delimit s
the A mi g a  t o  t h e

hobby is t  and des ign
sec tors ,  p l u s  n i c h e

areas like video. So pricing
has t o  b e  e x t r e me l y
aggressive."

The Amiga is  also
limited by being mainly a

European p l a t f o r m -  t h e  S u p e r -
consoles wil l  be internat ional:  "Their
problem will be that the other platforms
are t ruly  int ernat ional  whereas  t he
Amiga w i l l  b e  v e r y  m u c h  a
Br i t is h/ European p l a t f o r m, "  s a i d
Michael Crook  of  Gui ldhal l .  J ef f ery
believes, too, that the Amiga will never

be seen as  a serious  bus iness
machine: "DOS and Windows-

based appl ic at ions  rule
this area. Sixty  million

PCs wi l l  b e  s o l d
this y ear -  and

kr
,

Will othe r p la t form.
prove  too much

compe tition for the
Amiga ?
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that's conservative. Sadly, I can't  envis-
age the day  when Microsof t  publishes
Amiga-specific epos." He linishes: "The
Amiga is a wonderful hobbyist machine.
To pretend it's anything more will be its
downfall."

Apart f rom the hardware not being on
the shelves  for a year,  the Amiga has
also f aced ot her problems .  Piracy  is
cited as  one factors that has led to the
situation. One way around this would be
to increase the amount  of  development
on CD format.  As  Dyson puts it: 'Any
c ompany  t hat  is  dev e lop ing f or  t he
Amiga but isn't doing CD32 stuff is  out
of its  mind.  Because CD piracy is  st ill
(relatively) uncommon,  Amiga CD soft-
ware sells  in larger amounts  than the
CD32's  mark et s hare wou ld  sugges t .
More Amiga owners  are get t ing CD-
ROM dr i v es  a n d  i f  c ompan ies  wi l l
release enhanced CD software, I 'm con-
vinced they will see that effort rewarded
with sales.

"Personally, with faster loading times,
less disk swaps and no need to take up
hard drive space with full installs ,  I 'd
rather see all sof tware issued on CD
only."

ENHANCING
However, the CD32 in its current form

is anot her bone of  content ion.  Mos t
games  av ai lable f or  t he CD3 2  hav e
been port-overs f rom the Amiga with lit-
tle or no enhancements, and the general
feeling seems to be that  the machine
needs vastly enhancing and CD-specific
titles need to be developed -  especially
with t he imminent  arrival of  the Sony
Playstat ion. Jolly  backs  this  up:  ' We
think that the CD32 in its present design
will have a hard t ime if it  goes back into
product ion -  unless  Escom int end to
focus it  on a  dif f erent  market ,  i. e,  a
set -top box .  They  mus t  produc e an
upgraded CD32,  re-styled and renamed
would be a good move, complete with a
tight development schedule,"

What software developers would actu-
ally  l ike to see on the Amiga itself  is
wide and varied, but most seem to be in
agreement  t ha t  t hey ' d  l i k e  t o  s e e
increased specs. Warrender replies: "I
would like to see high-capacity hard dri-
ves, built - in CD-ROM.  cross  plat form
compat ibil it y ,  a  new high res olut ion
monitor to coincide with a higher stan-
dard v ideo output.  a  portable version,

Team 1 7  a re  st if f  de ve loping tor the  Amiga
because  the y a ro a ll h u g . Amiga  fa ns
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nil neto hard-
111BIE 501P5 for a gear, and
after a gear out of the
maret, and with the Saturn
and flanstation looming,
btom are gang to haup to do
something reallg 5optlal to
suited

A m i g a  C o m p u t i n g
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Super Shidrna rks prove d tha t
qua ilty t it le s w ill st ill se ll we ll

We take a look at what  the sof tware
c ompanies  hav e in s t ore now t hat
Escom have revealed their plans,

Vulcan: "Our policy is  to cont inue to
dev elop f or  t he Amiga  regardles s
of E s c o m' s  p lans .  W e  s inc ere ly
believe there is a strong user base out
there." i n devel opment:  *The Mini
Series'.

Grandslam: "Our policy on the devel-
opment for the Amiga has only been
strengthened with the Escom news
We have always been an active sup-
porter of  the Commodore range since
the early machines, and will cont inue
to dev elop t it les  as  long as  Amiga
users are still out there to buy them."
In development: Baseiumpers CD32,
I nternat ional Tes t  Ser ies  Cric k et ,
Gamer Gold,  Ruffi an,  7th Sword of
Mendor

Virgin Interactive: "We had an impor-
tant meeting with Escom recently, dis-
cussing our luture Amiga development
plans. Escom have certainly assured

and a newly designed Amiga mouser
Binary Emot ions ' Andy Jolly  adds  to

this: -
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32-bit Witter, fast 3D chip for polygons
and t ex ture mapping.  68030 25MHz
base processor.  sound improvement .
and mult i-player facilities.'

Another possibility  that  some would
have l ik ed t o hav e s een is  t he new
Amiga put together as a complete pack-
age, muc h  l ik e how t he PC is  s old
Tunnah states: "The Amiga would bene-
fit f rom 6Mb of  RAM as  standard, with
an accelerator,  CD-ROM and a large
hard drive accompanied with a monitor.
This would provide the end user with a
state-of-the-art machine which could run
the most sophisticated software."

As with all new machines.  in-house
dev elopment  is  very  import ant ,  and

Vulca n Softwa re  ha ve  ma de  the  de cision to
distribute  the ir own products through m a ll orde r

In the pipeline
us of a future for the Amiga. so a
priate projects at VIE will continue."
dev elopment :  Sens ible Golf .  CD
titles and Renegade's Z.

Binary Emotions: "Our plans ha
always  inv olv ed t he Amiga s im
because it 's such an easy platform
develop for,  so Escom's  buyout h
enhanced matters." i n developm
Mins k ies  F u r r  B a l l s ,  N e m e
Syndrome. Spens Legacy 2

Team 17: "Escom's plans haven't
Ily affected Team 17's  att itude to
Amiga yet. They  haven't  approac
us directly, we have had to appr
them. This was always a problem
Commodore,  who really  l iad qui
shoddy at t itude towards  develop
We are still developing for the Arm
mainly because we owe much ol
success to the machine and beca
many people here are huge Am
tans rather than it being a panicu
profitable market at present." In de
opment :  Speris  Legacy.  Final Ov
Alien Breed 3D, Worms

unless Es c om hav e s ome sottw
teams in-house then it  could be
damaging for the future of  the Am
Jolly stresses this: "You simply ca
rely on third-party development, m
in the 130s it was possible but in t
days of intense competit ion you ha
be c raz y  not  t o  re leas e  exclus
in-house titles.'

Taking all these points into acco
Escom have a tough job on their
and only t ime will tell if  the Amiga
be born again. What is for sure, Me
is that no-one wants to see the A
go. and for a machine that has bee
the mark et  f or a y ear t here's  s
faithful following. And as Vulcan's
Tunnah s ummaris es :  ' Th e y  (A
users) are loyal people and des
only the best."
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_ 0 H 4 3  xcitingl Interest ing! Two words
that rea l ly  c an ' t  b e  us ed t o
describe fi ling systems on the

Amiga.  H o w e v e r ,  F o u r t h  L e v e l
I D e v e l o p m e n t s  have now released Ami-

FileSafe with the proud claim that d's the
new de facto standard for the Amiga.

First off, a briel explanation of what a file
system is: It's a bit of software that sits in
the system and maps tiles onto a disk or
suitable medium,  servicing requests for
data. The Amiga has used FastFileSystem
for the past few years but this has its faults,
including speed and fault tolerance.

It you reset your Amiga while writing to a
disk you'll know about it  when you boot
again -  the disk thrashes around trying to
re-validate itself. The bad news is that
occasionally it can't sort itself out, at which
point ifs  t ime to start praying that some
extra utility can recover your files. This can
take an inordinate amount of time and still
fail.

AmtFileSate's main claims are to never
become invalidated and also to be nippier,
which does sound too good to be true, The
first hurdle I suspected was that installation
would be a pain, but thankfully the manual
is excellent so people who have no experi-
ence of this sort of thing will be fine. You'll
need HDToolBox to follow the manual's
instructions but RDPrep can be used to do
the same iob -  one should have been sup-
plied with your system. Due to the nature
of the product, your disks need to be refor-
matted after installing the new filesystem
onto them, but you'll already have a recent
backup of your data, won't you?

STILL WORKING
Once in place and with data reinstalled. I

was glad to see that everything still worked
and that  my machine definitely booted

Jester_ AFS's claim of improved parallel
access certainly seems to be founded and
the seemingly  endless thrashing when
ToolManager and EGS battled for band-
width has pretty much become negligible.

Time for the reliability tests -  close eyes,
copy large file and reset half way through.
No troubles with invalidation. Group delete
files and reset? Nowt wrong. Okay, time for
the biggie. Unplug the SCSI cable while
writing data and up pops a requester say-
ing Write Error. Cancel that a few times.
Alia! Gotcha! Replug the SCSI cable and
the light starts flickering again. Alter a sec-
ond or two. my 3Mb file has been copied
and the disk is valid. No data had been
lost! Unbelievable, and a possible scenaho
for those with an external disk farm.

On the data security s ide of things, I
reckon it's sale to say that this is excep-
tionally good. but maybe the real word to
describe it is bulletproof.

Over to speed now. ArniFileSafe's other
big claim. 'Instant Directory Listings claims
the cover of the manual. Maybe I 'm just
cynical, but I think I've heard this sort of
thing too many  t imes  before so I was
expecting disappointment. I was  wrong.
instant is the word to use. The first indica-
tion of  this was  when I typed 'list ' and
found that  my  graphics  card was  the

68
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bottleneck in displaying the data, despite
the fact that it's a Zorro III 64-bit card!
Benchmarking with DiskSpeed reveals that
even on my humble A3000. 1837 directory
entries are being thrown at the system per
second. Good old FFS manages a stun-
ning 198. FFS with directory cacheing
manages 1421 but at the expense of data
transfer speed

Transfer speed is up on FFS too, what-
ever size file is being tested. On small
buffers the write speed is up by a factor of
five, yet the CPU availability is still at 44
per cent. Larger buffer sizes manage to
return an increase in speed along with an
increase in CPU availability, tool Suffice to

Testing directory manipulation speed

File Create
File Open
Directory Scan
File Delete

116 fileSeteC
86 files/sec
198 files/sec
344 files/sec

Seek/Read 8 1 0  seeks/sec C P U  Available: 12%

Testing with a 262144 byte butter. (LONG-aligned. MENIF FAST)

Create file
Write to file
Read from file

605928 bytes/sec
863157 bytes/sec
906176 bytes/sec

Average CPU Available: 55°/.

Testing an FFS: de vice  on a  Workbe nch 3, 60030-based ma chine

Testing directory manipulation speed

File Create
File Open
Directory Scan
File Delete

Seek/Read

163 files/sec
283 files/sec
1741 files/sec
270 tiles/sec

51 seeks/sec

Testing with a 262144 byte butter. (LONG-aligned. MEMF _FAST)

Create file
Write to file
Read from file

A m i g a  C o m p u t i n g
O C T O B E R  1 9 9 5

970903 bytes/sec
1178647 bytes/sec
1194950 bytes/sec

Average CPU Available
. 5 2 %

CPU Available: 9%
CPU Available: 29%
CPU Available: 33%
CPU Available: 18%

CPU Available: 83%
CPU Available: 89%
CPU Available: 88%

CPU Availability index: 754

CPU Available: 2%
CPU Available: 0%
CPU Available: D%
CPU Available. 0%

CPU Available: 74%

CPU Available: 849-'0
CPU Available: 89'
7
'e
CPU Available: 89%

CPU Availability index: 714

Tooting the  AFS: de vice . on a  Workbe nch 3 ,  88030-based ma chine

say, AFS is significantly faster than FES
paper.

The greatest difference. however
.seen in everyday use as FFS disks

keep on getting slower, whereas
keeps up its speed well. This supports
explanation in the manual that frag
tion is kept to an absolute minimum
fly up all the time, not just on small.
disks.

The only benchmark parameter th
below FFS for AFS is a seek/read para
ter which is around ten times slower
FFS. I f this was relevant. I  would
expected it to manifest itself in cop
many small files (such as ENVARC:
RAM), but this operation is faster u
AFS, reducing from taking three seco
with FFS to one and a half seconds
AFS. Perhaps it was just a spuhous r
or a parameter that really doesn't m
much difference?

MISSING FEATURES
At the moment, MultiUser users will

be able to fully work with AFS, but a
upgrade is promised to version 2.1
will support this. The only other mis
feature (which the manual draws
attention to instead of trying to hide) is
there is no 'undelete' feature, but thi
promised in version 2.2 (released
month and free to registered users of 2.

This is an excellent product. I love
speed. reliability and complete trans
ncy of it. As yet unmentioned is the
that there's a floppy version and an
mised version for machines with an 020
better Th e  fl oppy results are stun
(1800 directory entries a second co
to 37 with FFS-DC), but most will be
ested in hard drive speed.

And now to the price. Seventy
may seem steep, but it's a small price
pay for pretty much guaranteed se
New Amigas need this reliability if Inn
to stand a chance in the commercial
Are you listening Escorn?

sysum ES5EFITIFI1
KED Essentia
, 
S L A C
K  
s  
R e c a
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Kickstart

The bottom line
Ease of use
Imple me nta tion
Value for  money
Overall
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'ie. Amiga uoesn't  prom,se to
be all things to all men,  and
women in t hes e pol i t ic al ly

rrect limes, but  i l l s  surprising the
erent us es  p e o p l e  p u t  t h e i r
hines to. From word processing

video, from 3D animation to image
mpulation, f rom genealogy detai-

ns to route planners. People even
y games on Arnigas, believe it  or

This diversity of application for our
rite machine means  there are

always new s pheres  f or us ers  t o
break into. New users seem to tend
to buy their Amigas solely for games
playing. but the lure of  all that other
software soon lakes  hold.  With the
advent of ever cheaper SCSI  hard
trves and hard drive controllers, get-
ting into the serious side of the Amiga
has never been easier.  Now all we
need is a cheap, good quality monitor
compatible wi t h al l  Amiga s c reen
nodes.

Ah. but what of the ideal Amiga? I
Fess it you had an unlimited amount
of money to spend and an unlimited
number of  PCMCI A ,  t rapdoor  o r
ZOrro slots, you could get yourself a

amazing bit  of  kit Bu t  seeing
most people are limited to one of

Ole former and four of  the latter, we
ciall want to go too crazy.

CRITERIA
So what c riteria shall we  apply .
ell. I ' l l  l imi t  eac h  c a t egory  Of
chines to only  t wo choices  f or

are and two for software -  that
we won't be spending excessive
nis of money.

I'll assume both our base machines
the new A4000T-040 and an Amiga

1200 -  have got  an ex is t ing hard
drive of at least reasonable size, and

t the A4000T has  10Mb RAM.
machines can have a standard
or Microvitec because I 'm feel-

generous, but that's it. No more.
Let's det ermine what  t he c at e-
ries a re  g o i n g  t o  b e  f o r  o u r
erAmiga. Wit h only  t wo pieces

of hardware and software, we
1 possibly have the best Amiga of
worlds, so we  t ry  f or t he bes t
ga for. say, DTP.  Right ,  we've
one category, what about
others? Hmm,  what 's
Amiga good at...
how a b o u t a l L

egories f o r
les, video, 3D mod-

no. and mus ic .  I
Mk that wi l l  do  f or

So let's start looking at
those categories. We may  as
well go in the order I l is t ed t hem
(hey, it 's my  art ic le,  I ' l l  do what  I
want). So without  further ado,  let 's
have a look at the ideal A4000T and
Al200 for DTP.

Super DIP Ilmiga
Unfortunately, our choice of software for the Al200
and A4000T is rather limited these days. Basically,
you can have PageStream, or there's PageStream
and if  you don't like that you could always choose,
erm. PageStrearn. ProPage is no longer in develop-
ment, although you might be able to find a copy of it
from somewhere.  As  for the others, none of  them
were really  up to scratch apart  f rom maybe
PageSetter.  on a limited basis,
and yes, you guessed
it, i t ' s  n o  longer  in
dev elopment  e i t he r
and is  just  as  hard to
find as ProPage

So w e ' l l  g o  w i t h
PageStream 3 (perhaps it
will be vers ion 3.1 by  the
time you get  to read this) as
our main piece of software for
both the A4000T and Al200.
We still have another bit of soft-
ware to get  for both machines.
I'm going to start a trend that says
Al200 owners have less money to
spend t han  A 4 0 0 0 T owners ,  A
stereotype? Maybe, but I think that if
you are willing to spend about E2000
on a machine, you're more likely to be
rolling in it  t han s omeone who only
spends E400.

So for my  other piece of  super software for an
A l200 I 'm going to suggest  that  the best  choice
would be Studio II printer software and an HP Deskjet
660C for hardware. This new version of the excellent
Deskjet 500C gives very high resolution mono output
and great  colour for a price that would have been
unthinkable four years ago. Combine this with the
superb output that Studio is capable of producing and
you'll have a hell of a low-end set up. To top off my

hardware choice I think a CD-ROM drive would be
the most useful item to take advantage

of t he  ma n y  CD- RO Ms
l a m e
g i
.
„  f
i l
l e
d  
w
i
t
h  
c
l
i
p

"  a r t  that are

Arte c
ColourStation

it a bird?

A m i g a  C o m p u t i n g
O C T O B E R  1 9 9 5

F E A T U R E

Ben 11115t (11P(k5 put the

ultimate Ilmiga upgrade5 and
M A O  hi5 UWfl 511DPI R1711413

1
1

available. As for the A4000T side of things, how about
a nice HP Laserjet 5MP? This laser printer Is capable
of 600dpi resolution and has PostScript level 2 sup-
port. What  about our other piece of  hardware and

software? If I could only have two more pieces of
hardware I would gel a nice graphics  card,

probably a Picasso II -  especially as it  has
recently had a reduction in price -  and a

proper monitor like the Idek liyama 17"
mulliscan.

But I don't, so my other piece
of hardware is going to be the

new Artec Colour scanner.
rev iewed a  c o u p l e  o fww f t

, 94. m o n t h s  ago. This  sub-
E400 s c anner  i s  a n

absolute boon t o t he
DTPer lurking within you

As f o r  m y  r e ma i n i n g
piece o f  s of t ware,  wh a t

about  I mageF/ X 2.1 t o  process
those scanned images.

Squirre l qued•speed
CD-ROM drive

Al 200
Software
PageStream 3. El 74_95 from Emerald Creative -
0181-715 8866
Studio II. E49.95 from JAM -  01895 274449

Hardware
HP Deskjet 660C, £385.99 from First Computer
Centre -0113 2319444
Squirrel quad-speed CD-ROM drive, E259 from HiSoft
-01525 718181

A4000T
Software
PageStream 3, £174.95 from Emerald Creative -
0181-715 8866
ImageF/X v2.1. £249.99 (but look for special offers)
from Wizard Developments - 01322 272908

Hardware
HP Laserjet 5MP, 014. 99 from First Computer
Cent re- 0113 2319444
Artec ColourStation, 099.99 from Gasteiner -
0181-345 5000

1 . • • • •
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Super Uldeo Amiga
If there's one area in which the Amiga excels more than in graph.
les, it is in video pruduction. We have genlocks coming out of our
ears and video t illing packages to match. Whether they are the
high-end like Montage 24 or cheap and cheerful like Big Alternative
ScroBer 2, the overriding message is that it you want a machine for
video use, then gel an Amiga.

Our low-end Amiga is t i lf  a powerful production tool in its own
right, so what are we goirig to pile onto it? Both our machines are
going to need genlocks, although the Al200 does have a pretty
good composite out. On the genlock front, the choice for many a
user has long been the Rendale 8E102 and variants, so that's the
kiddie I'll pick for the Al200.

As for my other piece of hardware. I think it would have to be
either a frame grabber or a scanner, t o incorporate logo's and
images, etc. into video work. So I'm going to go for the ProGrab
again because it really is groovy.

On the software stakes, I think that you'd have to go a long way
to beat the feature list in Deluxe Paint V which is particularly suited
to creating flying logo animations but not necessarily scrolling text,
For that I think we II need Big Altematrve Scroller 2 which is very
simple but scrolls splendidly.

For the A4000T we're going to seriously beef up the spec
Because our machine comes with a fairly good SCSI hard drive.
were really going to test it to the limits by chucking a VLab Motion
card into the mix. The VLab Motion is probably one of the best bits
of hardware released for the Amiga this year. It can grab live video
in reallime and play it back. With the optional Toccata card you can
add synchronised sound to your animations, but that isn't all.

VLab Motion also comes with a whole series of special effects
and DVEs that can be applied to a Vlab Motion sequence. The
only problem is that they can take quite a while to generate. so the
other piece of hardware I am going to choose is the CyberStorm
060 accelerator card which should ensure that even the most
complex of effects gets a kick up the backside speed-wise.

This 58060-based accelerator makes sure you have the fastest
possible Amiga. and even takes the SIMMs from your motherboard
so you won't need to buy new memory. This  board should also
guarantee that the two programs I choose for the software side of
the deal will run as last as possible.

For one of those programs I am going to choose LightWave,
possibly the best video production tool the Amiga has in its arsenal
The other is going to have to be Scala Multimedia 400. This pro-
gram is suitable for video titling, multimedia presentations, and all
manner of other things. At the price you have to pay for it, o f f ers
one of the best deals for software available.

Al  200
Software
Deluxe Paint V. l.59.95 from Emerald Creative —
0181-715 8866
Big Alternative Scroller 2. E49.95 from Emerald Creative —
0181-715 8866

Hardware
Rendale gentocks f rom E149-E299 from Rendale
01604 790466
ProGrab 24R7
01773 83678

C129 95 from Gordon Harwood —

A4OCK1
Software
Lightwave 4, Elbe from Cybersystems 0 1 8 4 3  292150
Scala MM400 E299 from Silica Systems — 0181-309 1111

Hardware
CyberStorm 060 E995 from White Knight Technology —
01 920 822321
VLab Motion. E999 from Cybersystems — 01843 292150

A m i g a  C o m p u t i n g
r i C _ T n I z t F P  1  Pf 4 F ,

Graphics is a bit of a toughie. There are so many excellent programs for creating a
editing graphics on the Amiga that it's hard to know how to pick Iwo. Right, roll up
sleeves and start on the Al200. Graphics hardware is definitely going to have to inco
rate a frame grabber ol some description and the ProGrab 24RT has been very
received by everyone

Following on the heels of the Vidi range of products, the ProGrab can be used thr
either the parallel port pr PCMCIA slot, It works with all AGA screenmodes for the high
possible quality grabs and has many built-in image processing features. It now comes
a Plus version including S-VHS Input for the same low pnce. I think the other piece
hardware should probably be a CD-ROM dnve again, particularly one with Phot
access, for all those graphics CDs.

As far as software is concerned, no super graphics Amiga would be complete with
a paint package, so my nomination would be for Personal Paint. And because this Al
has a CD-ROM dnve. I'm going to plump for the Personal Suite CD-ROM which not
contains Personal Paint, but also Personal Write and the two Personal Font Makers,
each for mono and colour fonts, along with a whole host of art and fonts.

Since Personal Paint includes some image processing functions, I 'm not going
choose an image processor as my second choice. Instead I'm going to go for a s
art package, this time Photogenics. Phologenics is probably the software tide of the

for most Amiga users.
In case you've been

ing on  Mars  this  ye
Photogenics is  a 24
paint package which
can e v e n  u s e  o n
machine without a 2
graphics card by wor
in HAM-8.  I t  supports
wide range of file to
and is ideal for retoec
digit ised i ma g e s .

Super GraphiG Amiga

C ybsrilislon 6 4  gra phics boa rd

Light Wave. LightWave, LightWave. We've
even had letters of complaint from people
saying we give it far too much coverage
but when all's said and done, there's
nothing better for general 3D
modelling and animation
on the Amiga.

Imagine has much
nicer textures and Real
3D is extremely power-
ful, but  only  LightWave
gives the user a modicum
of power for very little effort.
I ts  ideally suited to commer-

cial work and with all the add-
ons that are available for it, there
is a fl ow of  new ways to use it.
However. I hesitate to recommend it
for use with an Al200 owing to the
fact that  it  has  pret ty high memory
requirements and we haven't include.:
any memory in with our stock Al200.

I am going to choose an accelerator for
the Al200,  but I don't think if would be in
the style of this art icle lo furnish it with
more than the fairly standard four megs of
memory. So what am I going to choose
as my rendering package for the Al200
7 Ithink it  has  to be the latest version of
Imagine which, while overshadowed by its
more famous rival, is still capable of some
stunning renders.

My other piece of software would have
to either be a paint package for creating

CyborSiorm 060

texture maps or a 3D object trans'
But seeing that Imagine comes with
many exquis ite algorithmic tex tur
ethink we can safely go for the ot j
translator instead. I ' ll go with Pixel
Professional v2 which offers the
facilities, inc luding the ability to 'p
polygons and import text as objects.

On the hardware side of things I th
irCD-ROM would come in handy again,

all t hose CDs  fi lled with objects
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have any animation facilities, unlike
Irrage processing capabilities like warping an

That's the Al200 out of the way then. For
the hardware front would have to be a graph-
ICS board -  the CyberVision64 springs to
trmd_ Secondly. although it would be nice to
get a better monitor so that full advantage
could be taken of the CyberVision's capabili-
les I m going to go for a Wacom pressure.
sensitive graphics tablet. This  lit t le gem
responds correctly to the amount of pressure
)ou place on the nib of the stylus so your air-
brush flow gets more  dens e and y our
chatcoal gets more coverage.

This tablet doesn't work with all software.
so I'm going to have to pick a program that
tales lull advantage of its facilities. The pro-
gram I'm going to go for is TVPaint version 3
0 0  has multiple layers, a superb airbrush,
and even some image processing functions
tette mention an ARexx interlace,
I link the choice for the second piece of

Beware is a toss-up. Photogenics takes
advantage of the CyberVis ion's  ability  to
open 24-bit intuition (Workbench) screens,
110MairAclor can compile animations in 24-
Caor the most common foreign formats like
R.0 o DL.  However, I think I 'm going to
love to go for ImageRX v2.1 again. This ts
another program that  fully  supports  t he
CyberVision's 24-bit intuition screens so you
cart see exactly what you are doing to the
images you are processing without having to
go through the render modules required for
other graphics displays.

I i re  maps. On the accelerator front, it's
lard to choose one particular accelerator
as there are so many available. But  in
Wang with our cost-cutting approach for
as Al200 machine, I 'm going to choose
'saliva newcomer to the fi eld - The

Apeto whic h had, at time of writing, the

Al 200
Software
ntagine 3 x. £9995 from Emerald

- 0181-715 8866
3D Professional 2, E94.95 from
ald Creative -  0181-715 8866
are
Accelerator, from E99.99-

.99 from Visage Computers -
9642828
I quad•speed CD-ROM drive,

from HiSoft - 01525 718181

A4000
are
ave 4, Etbc from Cybersystems •
292150
hics v1.2, E59.95 from

hera 0181-687 0040
Hardware
CyberStorm 060, E995 from White
001 Technology - 01920 822321
*EC 6X1CD-ROM drive, £312.99 from
Fest Computer Centre -  0113 2319444

Personal Paint, but it does have advanced
d rippling.
the A4000T I'm going to 24-bit. First up on

Al  200
Hardware
Squirrel quad-speed CD-ROM drive,
E259 from HiSott - 01525 718181
ProGrab 24RT Plus, E129.95 from
Gordon Harwood - 01773 836781

Software
Personal Suite CD, E39.95 from Amiga
Computing - 01625 878888
Photo-genics vl .2, E59.95 from
Almathera 0181-687 0040

A4000T
Hardware
CyberVision64 2Mb. E329,95 from
Gordon Harwood -  01773 836781
Wacom tablets, £469.95 - £999.95 from
White Knight Technology -
01920 822321

Software
TVPaint 3, £349 from White Knight
Technology (check for bundles with the
Wacom tablet) -  01920 822321
ImageFiX v2.1. E249.99 (but look for
special offers) from Wizard
Developments -  01322 272908

privilege of being the cheapest decent card
for the Al200.

Our A4000T is a pretty fast machine to
start off with, but even it could still do with
more processor power. So let's punch in
that CyberStorm once more and push the
envelope t ha t  b i t  f urt her.  N o w  o u r
LightWave renders should just fly out of
the machine, for LightWave is the software
I'm go ing  t o c hoos e f or our  t op-end
machine.

But I still need another bit of hardware
and software. LighlWave includes several
object t ranslat ion rout ines furnished by
Syndesis, so I think I should concentrate
on an art package. However, because I've
only got one piece of hardware left to me
it's going to have to be a nat ive mode
graphics package, so I 'm going to go for
Phologenics again. As for my other piece
of hardware,  it  might  have to be a CD-
ROM as well, an internal one this time and
NEC do a nice 6-speed number.

A pol lo  A c c o l e r a  tor

F E A T U R E

Super MU5i( Amiga
Music has long been an underrated aspect of the Amiga. but
the sheer number of 'mods* available on the Aminet attests to
the musical talents of our machines and their users. Any dis-
cussion of music equipment for  an Amiga has to include
Octamed and a MIDI interface, let alone a sound sampler.

So we'll start off by including °cl amed 6 in the bundle for
both our  machines and a sound sampler. For  the Al 200 a
Technosound Tur bo 2 is in order, A venerable 8-bit sound
sampler, Technosound Turbo has been around for a while and
is probably the best-sel l ing Amiga sound sampler outside
StersoMaster. It has built-in effects, both for realtime manipu-
lation of  sound and for the sounds you have sampled, and
operates in mono and stereo.

°clamed is also another long-running product. It was avail-
able first as a shareware product but it has now evolved into a
full-blown commercial offering. Al  only t40 it really does rep-
resent excellent value for money and can bypass the Amiga's
four channel limit for sound by multiplexing to offer eight, 12
or even 16 channels of sound.

Our A4000T sampler ought to be something a little more
exclusive, so we'll go for the Studio 16 package which con-
sists of a sound sampling card that can sample true 16-bit
sounds at up to and beyond CD quality. It can play back from
a hard drive and offers several channels for the sound.

Our other  piece of hardware for  both machines can be
that MIDI  inter face I  menti oned earl ier .  Hi Soft do a ni ce
one called the ProMidi Interface which comes with a Midi in,
Midi thru and two Midi out ports. Our other piece of software?
How about Music X 2 as a sequencer to make the best use
of that Midi  inter face for  the Al 200  and Bar s and Pi pes
Professional for the A4000.
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Al  200

Software
°c lamed 6, E40 from RBF Softwdre -  01703 785680
Music X v2, E49.95 from Emerald Creative -  0181-715 8866

Hardware
Technosound Turbo 2. £28.99 from First Computer Centre -
01132319444
Pro MIDI Interims, E24.99 from HiSoft - 01525 718181

A4000
Software
Octamed 6. £40 from RBF Software -  01703 785680
Bars & Pipes Professional v2.5. E199.95 from Emerald Creative -
0181-715 8866

Hardware
Studio 16, £999 from White Knight Technology -  01920 822321
Pro MIDI Interface. E24_99 from HiSoft - 01525 718181

A m i g a  C o m p u t i n g
O C T O B E R  1 9 9 5 73
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A must tor all users
1997 FINAL WRITER PATCH (1)
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2009 HARD DRIVE M I LS ( 2 )
Aback Up Fix C .  VC. Click Dos 2.
ReOng. Tools Daemon Mr Beck Up
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1200 KICK V1.3 (1)
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2315 TERM V4.3 (3)
Latest vetax.o I in 0.1...11,.c1 loan
2011 VISION & SOUND C (3)
PPMore PPShow P  P4
5
0

OciaDIED NODS
Hundreds ot modules

the Med Users Groui_
members colleclon

• I; disks per pack b
currently avmlable

£8. 00 per  peck

12 -  GOLD ED 3 a' (I)
Compenervys M D  required
2279 - ENDURANCE GAME .s (1)
Own( ol graptur 30 Adventure game
2288 M AI N  GAME E  (I )

acne Tarks v 'Spuds'
2291 - BAITKS MANAGER It1.4
Derne teal, ,acki  you Bark Acme
2212 KIDS ONLY DEMO it)

Kenceeare priN
2213 - MATRIX POTTER CUPART (I)
rik,r4 s- .p xi lvOPant
2294 - MONSTERS CUPART 412

C /par, b OFanI  sic
2295 REKO CIATATYPES r  (1)
2205 - AM P Eta GAME (1)
Col
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2288 - WORLD I M
,
T O R Y  
T I M E T A
B L E

urgx/rin-i dee, 1,,er aIODEIC la 1960
2293 • MAGIC WORKBENCH
BACKGROUND KIT I  I )
Malt.
2226 • PC TASX v3.1 ( I )
Dem. c,t he latest PC emulator
22'M MANUAL OVERRIDE i( I )
Gruel Seep. • Dem
2297 FINAL FAX (1)

riedace to Final Wnler 3
2299 CARD GAMES DELUXE aT
ELLeiiser boric ;
-
' , I t t e r d
,
• 3  
S e c t
o r s

,
g
a
r
r
i
e 
.
1
1
0
,  
.
6
e
D 
i
t
*  
k
i
o
n
d
e
e 
c
a
d

Ats H E -
e o w e
d
2301 , JET SE/ WILY 3 0 ( I )
Planter game
2302 NO SAIIPLER MODULES I I {  I)
VarCUS LcikkEEJ MrAtiles
1303 • 1•10 GAMES INSTALLER 341)
ins0al6 _ /ev
- 2 0  
g a m
e s  
' r o
u t i
n g

bontett B a n  K e g
AGA 'wa r/ Cq S o c c e r
Sluirrertx ialt le e  wire
, p o r e %  
t o  
r u n

2304 • WA CARD SET P (1)
2305 OCEAN CARD SET a ' (I )
2306 - SPACE CARD SET e ( i)
Use t h kitooker3euxe Card game

Al200 ONLY
2059 ASt FIX DISK J ill
11.41,13 sn e rar. I  d e g rad e rs
ISMS AGA UTILITIES (3)
Hassr04 PPSI
-
oe  
w e t e
k M
i n
k

FolcaVGA axtdeX, Plasma. IMO
&OM  Cur*  Grab Kane-Rao. 00-xit
ISIS Al2001-10 SET LIP 0 )
Al 2oc HD prep disk
1910 AGA SPECTRUM EimuLATOR (2)
Latest emulatur wim 23 taarneS
2288 BIG GIRLS 2 (XI  (3)
Well presorted 20 -
P a g e  3 '  
p i e s
1581 CLAUDIA SCHIFFER (X) (3)
Excellent pictures di lop nude ilauata
21117 DEEP 421

piei-vi at 'The (seinen! ig 95•
2180 ECSTACy (I )

AcidiFiave demo
2272 FINAL WRAPPER V3 (1)
Variuus Macros for Fmal Wnter
2257 GREEN DAY 13)
HOtha formai Excesant Megadarno
2173 ITCHY & SCRATCY 4
4 )
1
) 4
1
)

A must tor a ll Sirrtysuris tars sick!
2251 MAN ON THE MOON (4)
Reg H04 Meg Feata Mog ',op to run
Mrs ver, p..molui AGA I tem
2092 M U l. V2 3 (1
)Magi, User 1
,
1 0 1 1 . . 0  
l h a  
f o r
m a t

2294 SWA2BLANKER V2 7 (1)
M o d , su  t r i d i u l l . , , u e  b l an ke r

MUM WORKBENCH
EXTRAS

bi
, a b o c v E ,,
,
. . r i C K

k

£8. 00

CC FONTS PACK
r

WEI •

C8-00 per  pack

CLR LICENCEIVARE
WE STOCK THE COM PLETE RANGE OF

CLR TITLES -  C e l t  FOR COM PLETE LIST
CLU32 -  POWER TEXT 2 -

PrAWMIUI Word Processor and Spell Checker
CLEO -  JUNIOR MATHS -  £316
Pre-Early School I o n  Mama TutorCLEM) -  STARS A GALAXIES -  E3.96

Welt presented ericyclopexa ti1 Kona the Silas
CLU3 -  TYPING TUTOR -  E3
-
2 6

Commensal quakty poware lessons speed loots e t
C LOn -  OG 2 -

A Colouelut platform game for kids - worth a look
CLE54 -  TITANIC -  £4.96

Cornprerhomive mformalion about Me Tunic

2307. 0.1 SIMPSON CASE (1)
Learr al about the ira i
,
a l t h e  
d e c a d e

2308 • TGP 96 MODULES I ll
Enceleni mods Iron TOP 95
2312 - FIREMAN SAM CARD SET ( 1 )
2313 • ROSIE AND ati CARD SET (1)
For Kiondkeleluxe Carl Game
2314 - SUN SLIOESHOW P (I)
Sliming la/nosy pictures
2318 - ROOTS 2 P (I)
Impressive Dena hot, Sanity
2115 wtuACE WONT CARD MTV. (1)
2320 - LAST LAP 111
Exceneni oteeited or racing gyre
2321- TS MORPH V3.20 (1)
Professional rroipsing proiyant
2322 • DREAM OF FLYING I(1)
Exploit OcUMED Pinciues

2333 • SPACED OUT II (1)
Cisme al heo excetieni platIOIM games
2334 - RIBBLE a (I)
Cdourlal EloulderdeSh den*
2335 • EXCEILENIT CARD GA/AESOP (I)
Pete, Otanna. Cdours Scalbst &Napolein
2339 • COURSE ANGLER (2 )
Etotteni Cusse stwg gerresqrtylato

,2339 !SANDAL
Fractal Generator
2339 - FEARS 1 r  (I)
Ore leve demo al Mis impressive game
2340 Dom.* UTILS VOL 2(14
Vanois Lefties for use wth Mous
2341 CHANEOUES I  (2)
Eecelent game - watch Ihit ernminte
22342 MUI DEVELOPERS ET (1)
2344 PAGESTREAM 3H UPDATE (2)

PIPSHAREIVARE PRICES
1 disk E1. 50,  2 to 4 disks £1. 25,

5)0 19 disks - E1.00, 10+ disks - 80p
Prices per disk -  Number of disks shown in brackets

Titles marked I  will not work on A500 (V
I  . 2 A i  1 3 1I'Llos marked ,  will not work on A500,..A600

r .aikc ,d IX  a r e  sellable tor  over  163 only

2323- AUTO STEREOGRAM V4B 0(1)
Produce SIFearam pictures
2324 - SPRINGHNIE 0
1
1
1

Ctrannelicia quart); puzzle game
2325 - CANON PAINT STUDIO 0(1)
2328 • ZENEX (1 )
Elosteri pLz.ze game
2327 - TIRO DIMENSION 15(1)
Latest doe Mu tr.
,  3 3  
C o n  
N i h  
u s e r
s

2328 - T I O N
lirionsssve game
2329 - MOMENTS r  (1)
Skrinr.g, well presentee AGA burro
1330 • MELCHOR SA (2)
11(12. Mao Impost.* Dens lit e lomat)
2332 - TEMPLE OF DECREASE r  (I)
Traetional AGA Demo

CD-ROM's -  SUMMER SALE
No postage packing M I  only!

ADULT SENSATIONS -  El 7.50
AMINET S. 6 8  7  -  C13•50 each

AMINET SET I  (quad pack) -  E25.00
AMOS PO V2 -  £17.50

ASSASSINS COLLECTION -  £17.50
C64 SENSATIONS -  C17•50

FRESH FONTS I  & 2 -  £17.50 each
GIGA GRAPHICS (quad pack) -  £34.99

GRAPHICS SENSATIONS -  £17.50
HOTTEST AMIGA MEGA DEMOS -  £17.50

HOTTEST 4 8/ 5 -  C17•50 each
I50/17 BIT COMPENDIUM I  & 2 -  E17.50 each

MULTIMEDIA TOOLKIT 2 -  £22.50
PROF. IFF/PCX i  & PROF. G1F -  £17.50 each

PROFESSIONAL IFF/PCX 2 (with book) -  £17.50
SOUNDS TERRIFIC -  E17.50

SOUND & GFX WORKSHOP (double) -  E17.50
SPECTRUM SENSATIONS I  & 2 -  £17.50 each

UPD GOLD (quad pack ) -  E25.00
WS ANIMATIONS (double) -  £17.50

ZOOM -  £1730

SPECIAL VALUE PD PACKS
ASSASSINS CANE

0  eve
eley AAA Games

from the .  i/roup
£8. 00

BITS PIECES
450 files ot various Ceps

drum loops etc in  kilosK-X
(10 disks). Amiga MIDI (9

dtsko and PC MIDI (9
disks) formatsC8. 00

irreees 51,1
,
0 
s n m n e
,  
e v i e
r t r e i

EDUCATIONAL
10 Disks packed with
various Edlocabonal

programs aimed al young
children
E8.00

DISNEY CLIPART
'm i o  & Col
• ••• aril Donal '

I n n

E 8 • 0 0

2349 VIRUS CHECKER VIL08 (I)
Tl'im seri' Lalesi and Past vrts onedter
2347 CHILDREN CLIPART (2)
Moron. :Tan at Chierso
2349 YEW'S CARD SET a • (I)
2350 ADVANCED DAD CARNET r  (1)
2251 REN A STIMPY CARD SET r  (1)
2352 DOOM 2 CARD SET a ' (1)
2253 * p u n  CARD SET* . (1)
2354 GREINAWK CARD SEIB' (1)
2355 KATHY IRELAND CARD SET
2355 RECORD COVERS CARD SET
2357 SREET WINTER 2 CARD SET 0'11
2169 PAMELA ANCERSCN CARD SETO' (1)
2359 KYUE CARD SET ( I )NOTE rs) cod sin iliod above metause
set, kindle t3 or Dean Card Games crk

SAMPLES PACK
10 disks purSied with

quality Samples tor your
layounto fAusx: plckarie

'State fFF co PAW,
Ce•CN)

OstaltED 4
6 disks including the lull

version ot this A500 com-
patible music program

manual samples S. mod-
ules to get you started

£5. 00

Please remember to add the following Postage & Packing charges:
50p to orders for P.D.licenceware only (E1.50 Europe, E3.00 ROM.)
or E1,00 if your order includes other items (Europe & ROW. at cost).

Please make cheques
,
Oos t a l  
o r d e r s  
p a y a b l e  
t o  
S E A S
O F T  
C O M P
U T I N
G  
a
n
d  
s e
n d  
t
o

Seasoft Computing, (Dept AC), Unit 3, Martell() Enterprise Centre,
Courtwick Lane, Littlehampton, West Sussex Sts117 7PA

or telephone

(01903) 850378
10 00am to 7.00pm Mon-Fri (to 5pm Sat). Callers by appointment only please

2350 IMAGINE OBJECTS (1 )
Onosaurs oti,ects 'of lute 'rer Imagna 713
2391 N U  BEFORE XMAS CARD SET r  41)
Usa wrei Klardlatleluxe Cara Game
2362 - MAGIC WB EXTRAS 5 t . (2)
2384 - MAGIC WS EXTRAS 6 ( 2 )
2355 • MAGIC We EXTRAS 7 0"(2)
2355 - MAGIC We EXTRAS 8 a" (2)
2370 - MAGIC WS EXTRAS 9 b" 12)
2372 • MAGIC we EXTRAS 10 r

le
, 
M

2374 - MAGIC WS EXTRAS 11
2378 - MAGIC MB EXTRAS 12
Venous enras tor Meg( Worktench
irciLding loans, Backdrops enc.
2378 - STEREOPTICON 412
Produce Irse stereoscope Pa ns
2379.. NOTEBOOK (1)
Foi:bie a  purpose organiser
2300- DOVINLOADER (1)
26 nee fonts lot use web 24 pm dal
maim ;mien or compalthie prelims.
2321 BALLS (1)
Wek presented Shareware Learn
predictor based fin PrOVICUE moaners -
Ths test I nave seen to dele
2382 SEVERED HEADS r  4)14(2)
GikoNc adventure game edult only
2393 - BATTLE DIPS (I)
Trader:2m 1 DT 2 player board game
2394 • AMIGA DOS GUIDE (11
Comprehensive Amiga Dos guide
2385 - DEVILS ABODE Do I  (1)
30 Graph( Aaventure game
2396 • lilY  TOONS CUPART
Mono cipart cr your Simone characters
2317 - WORDS V131 (I)
Corrprehemms Seel checker for ISpell
a Gold Ed (LHA tannic
2208- MR GREEDY (1)
Exceleril Slaty WAIN' young We
2289 • CMS TRAX O
P  ( / )5 excellenlOctamed Mcilixtes
2290 - WENS CONFIDENTIAL
MULTIMEDIA t
,  ( 9 )9 disks packed ems iraereatirg tars

GAMES A
EDUCATIONAL

2121 AZ PAINT PAD (1)
Excellent paint package A•Z pica
2274 FEARS 2 e . (1)
lies-el demo of Doom style game
2267 GCSE MATHS PAPERS * (1)A must for all maths students
2056 HISTORY TIMETABLE (1)
World history book
2275 LETHAL FORMULA •  (1)
Excellent Graphic Adventure game
2209 PERSONAL ANALYSER -
I  ( 1 )Do yOU itrraW yoursett7
2106 POKER MANIA (1)
Arkt4c3hee Poker  Gam e
2049 PRO GAMBLE (1)
1-torso racing prediction system
2050 PICTURE MATHS (1)
Simple program make leamtrig lun
1700 UNKNOWN UFO (6)
Full information about 1.JF OS
1526 WORD FACTORY (1)
Spelling garne tor young kids
1807 WORLD MAPS CUP ART IteZ (9)
Colour cap ad for °Paint 4 & 5, DTP erc.
ASI 234 HIGH OCTANE overhead
isong game, ASMODEAS Linderman'
platform game, GO KART MANIA raorg

rS7238 DYNAMITE WARRIOR II
boutlerdesti dank ILINAR PATRO
shoot ern up, DOG Flow au waders

AURAL ILLUSION
.1.20.00

El le  BI T  SAM PLE
PROCESSOR
32 IA processing
55 mamputalons

30 Effects including Time
Strelch Graphic Ed Miner R

Resonant Filter
with most poptia

9
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IFF AIFF WAY VOC sec
Improved Synthesised Sot*
, Editor

tneeds Ktokatart 2 or Teeter S
meo

Z8' SPECTRUM
10 desks pecked with'

t..1P Spe ocy Emulaloi
• I I
, 
0
%  
S
P
O
C
C
y  
G
A
M
E

- i••• .3 Inp down morr
lanai

£8.00

KLONDIKE, VIDEO
POKER A BLACKJACK

illdisk pack with these
excellent card games for

41200 (HD requited) Witha number of card sets
£8. 00

CLAMOUR PACK

e  i 2 . 0 0
[A 200

DI .  ,
6 )

NIDICRAFT DIACAZI 12
Followeg or from where The NIA
successful APAFM left oft. tins

dish based mag thorn the Out
Smothers is a must lor oll knigt

mi.scans
E2.50 pe r issue

(Issue 5 ions available'

MIDI MODULES
High quality Mutio._ )1 ailti

Am/110PC MIDI Nes (stat.
• m e i  required) produced.

irrenged by Kevan & Gaie'
Crati

Volume I  •  E15.00
Vol 2  For Ke ys - E10,00

Volume 3 £ 2 0 .0 0
Dynamite Drums 1 -  E10•0(
Dynamite Drums 2 -  E15.1.

Call to' further details

MUSIC UTILITIES
1921 EAGLE PLAYER VI .54
Mutt, format mow payer ILPA 10
1462 MIDI TUTORIAL 111
Problems with M O  • Help a
1989 MIDI UTiLITIES VOL 1 (
11990 MIDI UTILITIES VOL 24.
Loads of useful M O ublit,es
1991 MUSIC X UTILITIES VOL I
Packed with Music X ta ke s1992 music x LmunEs VOL 2
Venous Synths Prolocols V
PatchNeave Itrattes
2204 OCTANE() Ve DEMOS
Non a•eiVk demo 11 5nleg:
2024 PROTRACKER V3.15 (I)
Latest yersor of this popular
laSS X BEAT PRO MI112
The very latest Drum Machine

OCTANE!, 5 8 6 MODU
2273 DREAMS Of FLYING (1)
2029 EVOLUTION (2)
2242 NOODLES 3(1)
2243 NOODLES 4414
 2171 OCTAPUSH ROCK 2(1)
2224 OCTAPUSH WEIRD (1)
2031 THE THIN LINE (1)
We aim stock The entire t w i r l
User Gtoup Samples stvl Mods
loads of other Tracker Module
thousands of FT end Raw

OFFICE PACK
5 essential toots lbr

small office -• Word
Processor, Database,
Spreadsheet. FCernS
Designer & Accound

£4. 50

WE STOCK THE COMPLETE
- D A N C E  
O F

11T1 TITLES -  CALL FOR FULL LIST
Fl 34 -  F l CHALLENGE -  E31.99

Manage your own Gland Pita racing gameFl 43 -  MAGPIES CLIP ART -  E7,99
900 High Ouakly micro scanned In piclurtFl 44 BLAC KBOAR D  -  C5.99

ornPrelhoinsive Image Pmcessor needs 2 dr,Fl 4 1 -  ERIK -  C3.99
Commercial quoin,' plarlorm game lot kids

FI 05  -  GRAC 1 -  £4.99
Pombriul (
-
k e p t .  
r .  
A r t a
w i t i .
i t e  
C r
e a
t o
r

NOW AVAILABLE THE VERY LATEST
OF GRAC WITH PRINTED MANUAL -



In a 5tate
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ou've doubt les s  al l  s een pro-
grams that  start  as a collapsed
bar inside a screen or windows

Vie area and then open to a full sized win-
dow when the zoom gadget is activated.
This trick is often used by utility programs
to allow them to remain permanently avail-
able for use while not  tak ing up much
screen display space. Luckily. it's not that
clifficdt to do and this month, for the bene-
fit of those of you new to Intuition coding
at the 680x0 level, I  thought it  would be
useful to explain how it is done.

Needless to say, the code used to per-
form this trick is fairly minimal, but in order
to provide a runabie example it is neces-

to incorporate the various statements
a fully fl edged Intuit ion program.
find the source for this on disk as

file octobers and it is with the overall
:•••ucture of this code that we need to start
ntir discussions.

The program begins  by  opening the
intuition and gadtools  libraries  us ing a
bop arrangement. If you end up wonder-
rig why I use this method when just two
libraries are involved, it 's because It's a
useful standard approach since it  works
for any number of  libraries.  This  tech-
nique, incidentally, was  first discussed in
the Sept ember ' 9 4  i s s ue  o f  A mi g a
Computing (and then outlined briefly again
in the April '95 issue). I f you find this

section of the code at all mysterious then
I'm afraid you will have to dig out (or beg,
borrow, or steal) one of the above men-
tioned back issues_ Failing that, you could
always treat yourself to a copy f rom our
back issues department!

Immediately af ter the library opening
section comes a set of allocationidealloca-
tion routines controlled by a series of sub-
routine calls. This code,  again,  should
have a  f ami l i a r  r i ng  t o  i t  s inc e t he
approach has been used many t imes in
past examples. A series of subroutine calls
are made to lock the Workbench screen,
get the Visualinfo data, open a window,
and attach a simple (two-item) menu to it
If you've not seen this type of code before,
here's a brief description of how it works.

ALL
All resource allocation operations (i.e.

things the program needs to set up before
it can be considered as truly up and run-
ning) are coded in such a way that, provid-
ing they are successful, the address of the
corresponding deallocat ion rout ine gets
pushed onto a special 'deallocation stack'.

When the program terminates,  these
addresses are removed and the associa-
ted deallocation functions executed. This
method ensures that deallocation during
c losedown is  always  performed in the
reverse order to that used during program

1155embling the_ code
*
,

•2 lust a single source file this month.  As
toned earlier, it's called oclober.s and if you
to run it from the Workbench you'll need to
ble it to produce linkable object code (octo-

ol and then l ink this to some startup code.
ac users wil l  pr obabl y opt  for  usi ng the

rtup.obj modul e for  this pur pose and t
Blink command line needed in this case

a la i*

bilat as
. 10M

irtup.obj ottober.o to ootobor_tutprog

usly. you'll  need to add We paths to reti
various locations of Blink and the target
you're used to doing this, aren't you?).  As

al, I 've i ncl uded a r unabl e version of  the
pie program on disk as well, and to execute
all y ou ne e d do is doubl e-c l i ck  on the

ober_testprog icon!
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fion't worry, this isn't bad news
about l'ommodore - jil5t Paul BMW

fill 1115 assembly language trail
this month he fildtlide5 Intuition

172111WMP15 with d 11521111 window

arrangement tip

A m i g a  C o m p u t i n g
O C T O B E R  1 9 9 5

T U T O R I A L II

startup (for lull details of this particular
trick take a look at the October '94 issue).
Once the program is up and running (i.e.
all allocation routines have been success-
fully executed), control passes to an event
handling routine. The sole lob of this area
of the code is to identi fy the var ious
classes of events that Intuition has been
asked to send the program. and take the
appropriate action for each event that is
detected.

Lis t ing 1 cons t it ut es  t he program's
event handling code. This  starts by per-
forming an exec library  Waillport () call
which puts  t he program to s leep unt il
Intuit ion s ends  us  a mes s age s ay ing
something of interest has happened. How
does the program tell Intuition what  sorts
of events are of  interest? It's all done via
the Window's tag list description — if you
look at the tag entries in listing 2 you'll see
that a WA _IDCMP tag is being used like

dc,I WAIDCMP, IDCMP_MENLIPIC
KI I DCMP_CLOSEWI NDOW.  This tells
Intuition we want to receive notification
whenever the user activates the menu or
hits the close gadget.

Remember, incidentally, that whenever
any I DCMP (Intuit ion Direc t  Communi-
cation Message Port) tags like these are
specified in a window definition, Intuition
will set  up the appropriate window mes-
sage ports  automatically,  so this  is not
something our  program has  t o worry
about .  What  we  do need t o ident if y ,
however, is  the address of the window's

75



T U T O R I A L

UserPort because this is  the message
port at which Intuition IDCMP event mes-
sages will arrive. This  address obviously
needs to be available to the event han-
dler and is  obtained f rom the window
Structure set up by Intuition by using the
window point er in conjunc t ion wit h a
wd _UserPort displacement like this

movect windom_p,e1
movecl md_UserPortfolt,o2
address

Within the event  handler proper two
events. namelY the user hitt ing the win-
dow's 'close' gadget or selecting a 'Quit to
Workbench' menu option, result in an exit
flag being set that eventually causes the
program to terminate. You'll see from the
source that a check is also made for menu
events wh o s e  c o d e  fi e ld  i s  s e t  t o
MENUNULL This is important since these
events a r e  genera t ed  whenev er  a
user activates the menu, but then fails to
make a selection (such events need to be
recognised in order lo be safely ignored).
The other menu option, incidentally, is just

tags
workbench_p

gad too LI i It

IcA

dt.t
dc.1
dc.1
dt.l
dc.l

dc.l
dc.i
dc.1
dc.1
did
dc,t
dc.t
dc.1
dc.1
dc.l
dc.l
dc.l

user pert

Listing 2 :
tag-based

window
de scription

VA_Pub S r e
1
WO_Lef 1,300
WA_Top.,0
VO_Ii1dth,340
WSJ i  gh I o
il)WO_Oraggar,ttlti
OhJeo th Godge I, RUE
1101_0 loseadge t Ritt
itA_SI refiadget,IllfiE
1111_61dge to
Mat
littjoom,1 om_do es
WA _II WI IRWIN
WAJI ,  10
O j a i & 4th,640
VAJlaell I gh ,256
PA_IPCNP,ICICAPJEMPP1(K I IEMP_CLOSEVIIIDOW

t e,o indoo_name
TAG _DOME,MUL

Listing Cl
The e ve nt

handling
code  from

this  m o n th ' s
• s o m p to
program

A m i g a  C o m p u t i n g
O C T O B E R  1 9 9 5 _

Even Oland er

Eventliand le a

fietliessage

Menuttessage

nevem, t d0-11a0-a1, -te1)
e tr. t
Fovea, I 1 2 , 1 0
tatCSYS goitPortp.AbsisecOott
Ji
, 
G  
e
t
l
i
e  
s  
s
o  
g
e

cmpi.l O TI O E , d2
brics E v e nt l i a ndl t r i
Noyes. 1 to7t4,d1)-111 Jog-12
rts

soota.l 1 2 , 1 0  g e t  port 14
MASTS ietgag,_AblEettliole
ti t. l  d  0
btu. s S t t e s n a g e i t

0411
@ave.( e _ t  loss lot ),d3

w o _ t o d e  tot 1,0X
CALLSti Itepleltsg,_fibtElectis se

110CMP_CLOSEWINfiall,d3
linea Menul lessage
Mfg 1 1 1 1 0 0 , d2
bras c e n t i m e

cool I  E K , d 3
Unt.i  e t M e  s s a ge

cow .11
boo.' fi e tMessage

15,6
andil • S I F , d i
btu.' DoRe nul te n0
move; e t1 e UE , d2
bro • s f , t t t n i a g e

tollenultes0 ! s r  W i o t h i r g
bra s 6 .  ttle ssage

ie e  ss a peE s t r t s  d i  holds sl i t flog

lied to a dummy routine so nothing actually
happens when the menu item is selected.
This act of tying a menu opt ion to a 'do
nothing rout ine in this way is actually a
very useful trick dunng development of fully
fl edged applicat ions .  You  may  hav e
dozens of menu options that relate to code
sections that are as yet unwritten, and tying
such opt ions to dummy rout ines allows
the event handler and overall structure of

title bar (ollap5ed window5
With the preliminary program layout discussions now
safely out of the way we can deal with the real topic
of the month — namely, how to produce windows that
initially reside in, or can be made to collapse into, a
window's t it le bar. Perhaps  surprisingly. it  is very
easy to do because all it takes is a few well chosen
tag list entnes in the window definition_

Firstly, prov ide a zero WA_Top value and set
WA_Left to a value which places the 'window' at a
suitable posit ion within the t it le bar.  Then set the
Window initial width and height tags. WA_Width and
WA_Height, to define a window which has only a 10
pixel height (i.e. the height of a window title bar). For
instance:

dc.t MI_Top,(1
did Ma j e f t , 3 0 0
dc .1 lia_llidth,340
dc 11A_Keigh ,  10

Having clone that you then just arrange for the real
co-ordinates of  your window to be stored as the
'alternate' zoom gadget set, This  involves using a

WA Zoom tag in the window definition to identify a
pointer to a set of  alternate window dimensions that
will be used when the window's  zoom gadget  is
selected_ These dimensions have to be provided as
an array of word (16-bit) entries, so in the example
program you'll find this lag entry:

de. t W O _ L o o m  soon_dato

along with this cicw directive which identities the cor-
responding set of alternate window co-ordinates:

toom_dota d t . o  I S O
4
5 0 , 1 4 0 , 2 0 0The result? The window opens initially inside the fille

bar and can be expanded to normal use Size by
selecting the zoom gadget, You will,  of  course, be
able to see the effect of these statements when you
run t his  mont h's  ex ample program.  To  get  t he
reverse effect, namely  init ially having the window
open normally, but collapsing into the tale bar when
the zoom gadget is activated, you just reverse the
original and alternate sets of window co-ordinatesl

preserve registers
tteer eti t 'Rog
port address

exit Slag set!

restore registers
Logical end of routine

drext in  i f
pet tbe messoge

did i t  / ti l t?
opy pointer to i t
cops ' , m ot  cleft
copy m ug.  coot
then seld lessege back

net k W  signal. t o  e xit  routine

check mesoage class
ignore other 'estop types

ignore i l  MENUPOLL
Wr en menu t e l  number
Ni tt be either 0 or

net GOIT tignal to exit routine

Chia foe  O re  Se M ge s
,

the code to be developed, even thoug
many associated routines may not yet
written.

As the corresponding real rout ine
become available,  you just  replace the
appropriate call to the dummy routine w
a call to the real version. Another benefit
this type of approach is that it automatic
provides an 'incremental testing' pathway
It for example, your program works
until you swap, say a... jsr DoNothing c
with a call to a real routine, then you'll k
straightaway that any faults that appear a
almost certainly connected with the co
present in the newly added routine!

Most of the event handling code shou
be easy enough to follow, but it may help
examine the diagram shown in figure I
This provides a fairly high-level, gener
description of the code's operation in I
chart form

•1 1 . 1 6 0 ,  1 1 6 1  1 1 . 1  .

NI M PW4 47197
-  •  bus s
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Figure  I ; ba sic progra m structure
in fl owcha rt  form



NEWT!!
S C A N N E R  A r t e c  Colour

4 , t a g o

--- Scanner
£449.00
COMPLETE W I T H  „  , , , , ,  ,  .  „ . „  ,...,.
CARD C A B L E  A N D  M O W  I  M b  H a m_

, 7 . ,  SOFTWARE T O  A600 1MB Ram & Clock•

PARALLEL PRINTER CABLE

30
Pin

64
Pin

72
Pin

1MB E27 EN/A E35
2MB £89 EN/A £69
4MB £109 E199 E129
8MB £269 EN/A £269
16MB E429 CN/A E399
32MB ENA EN/A £799

PARALLEL PRINTER CABLE E6•00
AMIGA VGA ADAPTOR £15.00
AMIGA TRACKBALL £35.00
AUTO JOYSTICK SWITCH E15.00
MOUSE MATS £2.00

- ,  ENABLE YOU TO CON-
NECT T O  A  P C  O R  A 5 0 0 +  1 M B  R a mMACINTOSH COMPUT-
ER

FOR AMIGA 1500 TO 4000
COMPUTERS WITH SCSI CONTROLLER

(Al200 USER PLEASE PHONE).

CD ROM(SCS
6
D

DOUBLE SPEED 0 5 9 . 0 0
QUAD SPEED E 1 9 9 . 0 0

• SIX SPEED C P 0 A
400 DPI

3131MON ALFA-DATA
MOUSE

FOR ALL AMIGA COMPUTERS
E9.99

OKTAGON 4008
True SCSI II controller for your
Amiga 1500 to 4000, upgrade-
able to 8MB using Zipp Ram
allows you to connect H-Disk,
Syquest CD Roms etcE99.00
MULTIFACE III
ADDS 2 SERIAL & 1 PARAL-
LEL PORT TO ANY AMIGA
1500TO 4000

PCMCIA COMPATIBLE(With clock & FPU socket)
SCSI CARD NEEDED FOR AMIGA T O  4000 O M B  £ 4 9 . 0 0

2MB £ 1 0 9 . 0 0
4MB £ 1 6 9 . 0 0
EXTERNAL
SCSI HDISK

FOR ALL AMIGA COMPUTERS
WITH SCSI CONTROLLER
340MB C l  99.00
540MB £ 2 2 9 0 0
850MB £ 2 6 9 . 0 0
1GIG E 3 7 9 . 0 0
2/4/9GIG E P D A
SQUIRREL E 5 4 . 0 0

SPECIAL OFFER
2.5" DRIVES

FOR AMIGA A600/1200 COMPLETE WITH
SOFTWARE, CABLES & INSTRUCTIONS

60MB £ 5 9 . 0 0
80MB E 6 9 . 0 0

El 09.00
TANDEM IDE
IDE controller card for your
Amiga 1500 to 4000 allows you
to connect a CD rom of your
choice or just another Hard
Drive.
Tandem card Only
Tandem card & Triple speed CD
Tandem card & Quad speed CD

AMIGA
AMIGA
AMIGA
AMIGA
AMIGA

1 AMIGA
AMIGA
AMIGA

£69.00
£169.00
£199.00

EXTERNAL
FLOPPYE
39
•
95

ATLASrrAM/GA IS

3.5"

Al200 (BASIC UNIT)
Al200 (WITH 65MB HARD DISK)
Al200 (WITH 80MB HARD DISK)
Al200 (WITH 120MB HARD DISK)
Al200 (WITH 170MB HARD DISK)
Al200 (WITH 340MB HARD DISK)
Al200 (WITH 540MB HARD DISK)
Al200 (WITH 810MB HARD DISK)

Gasteiner

AMIGA
A600/500

RAM CARDS

A500 1/2MB Ram
Al200

RAM CARDS

120MB
340MB
510MB
850MB

420MB
540MB
810MB
1-GIG

HARD DRIVES
IDE S C S I

£129
E169
£229
E399

ALFA-POWER
HARD DISK ZIP RAMS
FOR AMIGA A5001500+ M A W
420MB
850MB
1 GIG

BACK
£399.00
£449.00
£469.00
£489.00
£509.00
£569.00
£669.00
£919.00

ORDER NOW TO AVOID DISSAPOINTMENT FOR CHRISTMAS

E129
E159
£189
£299

El 99.00
£299.00
£349.00

E89.00
£179.00
£269.00
£499.00

£20.00
£33.00
£20.00
£15.00

Apollo Al230
1230 turbo
from 179.00

100MB
ZIP DRIVE

£199.00

SYQU EST
DRIVES

Int. E x t .
88MB E 2 1 9  E 2 8 9
105MB E 2 2 9  E 2 7 9
200MB E 3 3 9  E 3 8 9
270MB E 3 4 9  E 3 9 9

ROTH THE ZIPP & SYCIUEST
DRIVES NEED SCSI CON-

TROLLER ON ALL AMIGA COM-
PUTERS

•
DELIVERY CHARGES

PLEASE ADD VAT ON ALL ITEMS SMALL CONSUMABLES =AND SOFTWARE ITEMS UNDER THE VALUE OF E59
PLEASE ADO E3 50 Pa P OTHER ITEMS EXCEPT LASERS.
NEXT DAY COURIER SERVICE E10 PER BOX. OFFSHORE
AND HIGHLANDS, PLEASE CALL FOR A QUOTATION I N
ADDITION WE OFFER THE FOLLOWING EXPRESS SEA-
VICES SATURDAY DELIVERY NORMAL RATE PLUS EIS

410111L

PER BOX, MORNING. NEXT DAY NORMAL RATE PLUS E l °  E l
l " '
PER BOX. EILOE PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE

WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE AL L  TRADEMARKS ACKNOWL• :1 1 1 / 1 1EDGED.

1 2 6   F O R E  S T R E E T , U P P E R  E D M O N T O N ,  LT E L :  0 1 8 1  -  3 4 5  -  6 0 0 0  F A X :  0 1 8 1

NEW!!!
AMIGA

A600 ACCELERATOR
68020 28MHZ

UPGRADEABLE TO
8MB RAM

E209.00
A2000 ACCELERATOR
28MHZ & 50MHZ with

SCSI Controller
EPOA

ACCELERATORS
Viper 68030/28Mhz OMB £ 1 1 9 . 0 0
Viper 68030/40Mhz OMB E 1 8 9 . 0 0
Viper 68030/50Mhz OMB £ 1 9 9 . 0 0

FPU
Increases the performance of your
machine when adding these FPU's.
suitable for all Accelerator & Ram cards
for Al200 and Amiga 4000 Computers

28Mhz (PLCC) E24.00
33Mhz (PLCC) £39.00
40Mhz (PLCC) £79.00
50Mhz (PGA) £89 .00

MONITORS
Basic Colour
Microvitek 1438
Microvitek 1440
Samsung 15"
Samsung 17"
Samsung 20"

£189.00
£259.00
£399.00
£319.00
£599.00
EPDA

MEMORY

FOR ANY AMIGA OR
ACCELERATOR CARD

PICASSO II
BOARDS

24err GRAHPHICS BOARD FOR
AMIGA A1500 TO 4000

Picasso 1MB £ 2 1 9 . 0 0
Picasso 2MB E 2 3 9 .0 0

Emplant all versions
available from

E229.00
ACCESSORIES

AMIGA A500/600/1200 PSU £ 3 4 . 9 5
A500 INT. FLOPPY DRIVE E 3 0 . 9 5
A600/1200 INT. FLOPPY DR IVEE45.00
2.5" HDISK CABLE £ 1 0 . 0 0
2.5" TO 3.5' HDISK CABLE KIT 05.00

O N D O N , N  1  8  2  X  A- 3 4 5 -  6 8 6 8
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C0177 HOTTEST AMIGA MEGA t-P mos
0 9 . 9 9

With the 1072 Megabytes Amiga Mega
Demos disc gets you hundred of the finest
Amiga Mega Demos. includes works fristri
all the major players from the Amiga
scene. You'l l  also find all the latest mud,
from the latest demo group meets, from around ilk ....alit, Contains the
West DM5 programs and unpacker utilities There's  plenty of stuff on
the discs to keep you checking back to them over and over again
You'll find over 2000 floppy disks in DIMS formats. Also comes with
an easy to use Amiga menu system for unpacking the CHA and DMS
files. The disc is BBS-ready with Me 101.108.0 for various BBS formats.

C0053 PROFESSIONAL IFF & PCX 2 E19.99
Comes in both I t + and PCX formats to
cover both PC & Amiga users. inc ludes
such categories as animals, boys. cultural
Images, fl oral and natural images. girls,
holiday images. literary Figures, mythologi•
al images. scenery transportation, and

work images The disc contains drawings
of bears, eats, dinosaur's, dogs. insects, and
horses. Cultural  images from Egypt.
Japan. Native Americans. Polynesian. andPersia are also included on the disc. Floral
and natural images include blossoms, plan-
et,. sky, the sun. trees, and weather. Comes complete with a 250 page
book with most of the images pnnted. Other sections on the cdrom are
Wallpaper backgrounds for Windows & Workbench v2.0+. Grit utili-
ties. viewers & converter's. Icons and loads of Maim Workbench.

FRED M N
FRESH FISH C24.99

8817.8118 E.14.911
C0137 811/8111 CI AO
I W 1 . 0  r• r m .  4  f t h  met
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C0181 THE  CBM64 SENSATIONS E19_99
REMEMBER THE GOOD OLD GAMES WITH

C64 SENSATIONS
C64 Sensations gives you almos t 10,000 C64
Megademos with over ifdlillyth of  software. Mega
Demos, Games, and utilities for the Amiga and PC
computers. The disc has all the latest versions of emu-
lator's for PC and Amiga computer, 'also contains the
full version of the A64 Package v3,0 for any amigo
with workbench 2.0 and above workbench & the latest
version of End)). The Work done here will not only
save you months of transfer time but take vou on a tnp
back in time to when the 64 was king. We garuantee
you that you not have seen many of these amazing Mega demos as a high all10011
have not been on genera] release before. O ur C64 experts have spent months of
fruitful work preparing this CDROM. converting files from disk, watching througl
the interact sites. taking to forgotten programmers and Listening to the
amount of sicituncs provided (also contains latest SitiTunts"). Inside the front cove
you'll find useful information on how to use this disc on the PC and Amiga corn
puters. The Amiga computers will need a copy of workbench and two blank disks
not supplied. Y ou ' l l  also find many new utilities from the 01/1101 internet site
r P lAM lG A
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• Ground Zero's Themed Imagine
• The latest PD from December to June: Utilities, i(111110S, demos,
slickshows, education, disk mags and more!
• Over NO Klondike/Card Games Deluxe Canisets
• Gathering '95 Demi is/OEX/Mods, Other "Party' Demos
• Some Exclusive and New AGA Slideshows

(her 21MB+ of Magic WB icons, backdrops. drawers etc

CD101 THE  SOUND LIBRARY E19.99
Over l  ,000 bib of the best quality Public
Domain t  Sharewilie soltware for Amiga
and PC computers I ts  the most compre•hensive collection of sound related son-
ware and musical data to date.
Includes: MIDI  files in various formats
Hundreds of Megabytes tot excellent musicto linten too. rot change/edit them to insert
them into sour own applications), over
ft ,500 MODULES or MUD, ,  QWer I  W I
V0c filets, Over 11,000 WAY Ides, tirer1.000a mS pl e s  and Isundteds of ready to
run music related sn it
-
w a re  fi n e s .  
v o n v e n i
.

sequences. Applications, drivers, Informatton. Players. A MI G A
ONi W e s "  versitinS of Sound Inn:ker. Pro Track0. MED, Noise
Tracker. ticiPlaver. Rippers: Samplers. Sound Effects Pm Wizard con-
yerter's and sorite mudli more. PC ONLY, latest SeNitift of Whoop-itfor window', Drum Blaster. Tetra sequencer, Blaster Master. Windows
sound utilities. Trak Blaster, Aecu WNW system Mult i Media Jukebox
Cinema. MOD4Win, Music Sculptor. Surfs LIP. PC Drummer, andmuch, more'
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C P 9  NETWORK PAGKACIE E34 IS

h• I m am  tile ta,  ski cI Nhasoces• con wCVI.,esa
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CD182 THE COLOUR LIBRARY £9.

"amino Me latest gtaplucal Pt) lrilM  all over the
the Net and HBS sources i t also contain user I,TCH

clipari & coioiur image files divided into sannin categoric% to
aid selection The  rile, may he -
1
, 1
1 1 1 1 K/ r t e r  
M i l l  
m o s t  
o r  
t h e

popular desktop publishers, an packages. viewers and word
processors directly !nun the CDROM ie, without the need to
pot them to your hard disk lust
We have included wsend toeful utilities to enhance the per
kern-Lance of this dose First  is H U Y  G1F. Tins allows yoil
to view an o f  the images on this disc, price to use Second is Phottlyision ktit
tuned inusite Manipultilico and stewing tool from SollIVISS Vision COrrttaltlil
grain which is also a Bon ravounte is Envision Publisher which in a top main)
hithe r. the re  1118 o f  co ltrit•  tisadn mo re  str the  1.11.1 p o p u lar •11,1110WRIC i l i lo .  i l  11
come with full instrutoons for toe and where to obtain the full smoin it mini
include Animalc• Bikes, Birds. Boats. ',tinkling,. Can, Cannons, Cats. CLIIIIrt
Dogs. Fantasy. loth, Flags. Hower, Food, Helicopters. Bowes, Einem, Maps
Military, Mow, Mralan, Painting, Photos, Places, Planes, Ranrace, Scenic, Ssi-
Stilanati. S p .,  Sports. Ssiaa Trek, Swimsuits. Things, Trains, Wars and Wane,

CD180 SPECCY SENSATIONS 2 El
Its truly  a multiplatforrn CDROM with
Emulator's for sanous computer types such
as The Amiga. Atari S T Mac and PC.
Contains some exclusive products which
ONLY appear on this CD and have never
been releases] before. Y o u  get loads of
FAQs, Spectrum Techinal FAQs, Games
lists. The modifi ed spectrum RO M,
Modified interface I  R OM ,  other  Modified
ROMs. Wallpaper pictures for w ndows
L I MP )  and Amiga WorkbenchA F T ) ,  •
Various pictures in &  GIF formats of
:Tape inlays, Spectrum computers Game
level maps. Famous v et t  y people and over 100 computer
Huse hour, of fun with the best c o m p u t e r  from y
pre-paired to spend weeks looking through all the g
information. maps. and pictures of this Claisk computer.
choice for anyone interested in the spectrum computer
In convert your own games from tape  then this disc will
mg resisted version Which is not supplies) on the disc

C0112 T H E  AMINET SET I  _ 2
Aminet is  worlds largest collection .•
freely distributable Amiga software. Up h.
10.1lOft users access the vast archives every
day, and countless programmers publish
directly via the Aminet, Only  3 I t2 yea'
,after its inception Aminet now holds clic
equivalent of more than 4,500 floppy disk,
of software Un t i l  recently access in
Amulet was restricted to international net•
work users. But  now all of  the first set can r
Consisting of 4 CDs, the complete archive is publish.
One of the best selling CDROMS to date and rev...mold, d
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Super Street Fighter 2

Greeted with open arms - US Gold finally get
around to releasing their long-awaited sequel

Gamer Gold Compilafion

Nick Fa'do's Golf Bump ' m  and
Jelstrike all make a joint appearance
on Grandslam's latest CD32 package

Gometek's Brutal gives a new dimension to
violence. Have you ever wondered if your
pets have a violent streak?

A.
Willa perfect Doom copy ever appear
- t h e  A m i g a ?Guildhall hold the best effort yet. Anyone else?

Budgets

Features
Tin

Ate preview Mindscape's latest strategy puzzler. '•
Will it be as successful as Connon Fodder?

t i - •Citadel

Those of you who are a bit st : d  for cash,.
con check out four new bu. • releases e l

Two Doom clones in one issued Arrakkis Software

from Poland are the second guilty por ta
lsCD-ROM Games

We give you the low-down on CD-ROM compilations.
For £20, you could pickup 500 bargain games

AWN* •  O w
Center Co

A tennis game? At ,  the summer is
nearly over and we've got a tennis game!
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SYSTEMnews
By Tina Ha cke t t

Manga Books ar e
releasing the

Japanese com ic book
hits in paper aack

Don't give a FAQ
earn 1 7  h a ve  just  b e co me  o n e  o f
the fi rs t  UK  g a me s  co mp a n ie s  t o
establish a presence on the World Wide
Web. Following th e  news last mon th
that Team 17  h a ve  just se t  u p  the ir

On-line g a m e s  d iv is io n ,  t h e y  h a v e  n o w
announced their new site which can  be located
at h itp : /www.teaml7 .corn i.

It contains everything from a Team 17 softogra-
phy to The Team 17 Times - a  newspage contain-
ing details o f all their forthcoming releases. It will
also have a demos page with both PC and Amiga
demos of old and new Team 17 titles, and an FAQ
page wh ich  answers a ll those burning questions
people have always wanted to ask them.

You will also be able to download hints and tips
and view a  letters page which allows browsers to
e-mail them and then see the letters on the Team
17 web pages.

Mortal Mango
Manga Publishing, responsible
for such titles as The X-Files, Tank
Girl and Street Fighter 2, have just
announced the release o f their
new mo n t h ly  c o mic ,  Mo r t a l

Kombat, For 95p, fans of
the license will be  able
to catch up on charac-
ter profiles, fan trivia and
competitions. This h a s
been timed to coincide
with the film, so followers
of t h e  b e a t - ' e m-u p
will a l s o  b e  a b le  t o
ca tch  t h e  mo v ie  th is
Autumn starring Chris-
topher Walken.

Also on the subject of
Mango is the latest news

that they ore launching Mango
Books, w i t h  t h e  first fi ve  tit les
being, A D  Police, App leseea
Volume One ,  Cryin g  Freeman
Volume One. Dirty Pair: Bio haz-
ards and Bubblegum Crisis.

Mango video  clips a re  also
the latest t rend t o  b e  used in
music v id e o s .  Fo l lo win g  a n
agreement b e t we e n  Ma n g o
Entertainment and record com-
pany TVT (they wh o  launched
Nine Inch  Nails), o n e  o f  the ir
American bands. KMIDM,  a re
using Japanese  an ima t ion  i n

their latest video. Patiabor 1 has
been used, intercut with footage
of the band- Another musician to
use this is Michael Jackson who
used Akira and Vampire Hunter
D in  h is latest single. Scream.
And over here, the British anima-
tion studio in  Newcastle-Under-
Lyme has produced the comic-
book-style a n ima t io n  i n  U2 ' s
Hold Me, Thrill Me, Kiss Me, Kill Me
video

Mor tal  Kom bet fans can catch
up on the news in Manga
Publishing's l atest magaz ine
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Team 17 are l ocated at httpi lwww.  team I 7.contl

No business
like show
business

The industry's bi-annual bash
Is all set to take p lace at the
Grand Ha l l  O lymp ia .  The
European Co mp u te r Trade
Show p la ys host  t o  ma n y
exhibitors f ro m a l l  o ve r the
world who take the opportu-
nity to show their latest hard-
ware a n d  so f twa re .  Th is
Autumn's e ve n t  I s  se t  t o
attract a  record  number of
visitors, a n d  exh ib ito rs will
include Warne r Interactive,
21st Century and Virgin.

The Eur opean Com puter  Trade
Show  is the  platform for  the
latest softwar e and hardware



Cheap thrills
Guildhall Leisure a n d  CDS have  t wo  more
games to a d d  to  their strategy war games
series One is Subversion, where you play the
Commander of a ttack submarine 'Nautilus'.
You have only two ships and by careful man-
ogement o f  your resources, must obliterate
oil enemy vessels.

Their other is Bravo Romeo Delta, where
you hove  t o  t a ke  c o mma n d  o f  t h e  US
Strategic Forces just before a Soviet Nuclear
Attack. You must defend your country and at
The some time plan a Counter strike.

Both releases will be available this August,
priced at £9.99,

Speed freaks
The rumour mill has i t  th a t  ye t  another Street
Fighter game is in the pipelines to  follow Super
Street Fighter 2 . Ca lle d  Super Street Fighter 2
Turbo, it's no t actua lly be ing developed b y US
Gold. the company behind the previous titles, but
a totally different team Gametek, the company
behind Frontier, Elite, a n d  o the r classics have
undertaken th e  task a n d  this particular edition
has already proved very popular on the PC.

An Autumn release is p lanned a n d  a s yet,
Gametek a r e  re lu c t a n t
to reveal t o o  mu c h .
Therefore, w e  c a n ' t
tell you what the dif-
ferences w i l l  b e
but g raph ica lly i t
should b e  q u i t e
rnpressive and  will
flay w i t h  s o m e
terrific speed.

A sequel to Super  Street
Fighter  2 wi l l  fol low

Fantasy football
Domark's in -house  d e ve lo p me n t  t e a m.  Th e
Kremlin. a re  working  o n  a  n e w football game.
Caged Total Football, it promises to 'look as good
os it (plays. a n d  features will include all-weather

iches, mult i-d irectional scrolling a n d  a ct io n
lays. Players can  also take their p ick from 50

and c a n  take  p o rt  in  International a n d
Cup Competitions.

Visually, it should be quite impressive with over
player animation frames and over 50 player

yements. A n  a n ima te d  c ro wd  a n d  a tmos-
pheric sound effects will add authenticity, Expect
o release around Autumn time

Domark's
Total
Footbal l
promises to
be visualty
Impressive

Bravo Romeo Del ta provides
serious war  simulation

Plane spotters

Atads in Hyper space
promises to be visual ly
appeal ing

Play the Com m ander  of
an a ttack  subm ar ine

Hight sim fans will b e
pleased t o  l e a r n
of Th a l io n ' s  l a t e s t
release, A p p r o a c h
Trainer. Ra th e r t h a n
using a ll the  aspects
of fl ying ,  A p p ro a ch
Trainer, a s  y o u ' v e
probably g u e s s e d .
teaches t h e  a r t  o f
approaching a n  a ir-
field. I t 's  n o t  e ve ry-
one's idea of heaven,
admittedly, b u t  f o r
those wh o  a re  a f te r
an accurate simulation - including accurate ILS
Approach Charts - then this is for them.

Piloting the aircraft. you will hove many differ-
ent prob lems to  ove rcome such as d a y a n d
night approaches, variable weather conditions,
and long  and  short approaches. The g a me  is
out at the moment and is available for £29.99.

Appr oach Trainer  w on't
suit action fans but
those w ho w ant an
authentic simulation
should keep an eye out
for  it soon

Weird things in hyperspace

Bug free
The g o o d  ne w s  fo r  a l l
Sensible World o f  Soccer
fans is that it has now been
fixed a n d  t h e  b u g s
removed_ A bug free ver-
SlOrt o f  Sensible World o f
Soccer will soon be in the
shops a n d  thos e  w h o
bought the  original a n d
sent o f f  th e  registration
cord should receive their

w copy very WWI.

Curious things are happening in Norway. This morning's post contained a  letter
from a  new Norwegian team called Borderline Developments and  screenshots
from their hopeful new offering 'Atads in Hyperspace' (what 'Atads' actually are
is anyone's guess). It's an AGA adventure which will feature a raytraced intro and
will be  available for the Al200, A4000 and CD32. At the moment they are consid-
ering making it CD-ROM only because of its size. As of yet we no little more than
this about the new team, but hopefully we'll bring you a full review soon.

Unfor tunately,  w e  don't no m uch about
the gam e at this s tage -  but a  safe bet
is tha t  i t takes place in space

83 1
1
— 
i n
, a
m
i •
J
n /
. .
1



SYSTEMreview

PUBLISHER
US G o l d
DEVELOPER
In - h o u se
PRICE
TBA
DISKS
6
HD INSTALL
Yes
SUPPORTS
A l 2 0 0

1

I O W  11115 8 4

111ollowing h o t  o n  th e  heels o f  a ll th e
hype surrounding th e  fi lm, t h e  latest
addition t o  the  Street Fighter titles is
finally here for the Amiga. Called Super
Street Fighter 2, i t  features four n e w

players each with an additional setting. Now you
will also find Carrimy (p layed in the  film by Kylie
Minogue), Dee Jay, Fei Long and I  Hawk, plus all
the o l d  fa milia r ones. They h a ve  a lso  b e e n
Improved with extra moves and new touches,

However, the  first thing that strikes you when
you load up the game is how dated it all looks. A
few ye a rs a g o  th is wo u ld  h o ve  b e e n  q u ite
acceptab le  but now after Mortal Kombat 2 and
Shadow Fighter have passed. it does look its oge.
And a  ve ry ama teu r Introductory an imation is
quite laughable. But the gameplay is what counts
and this, fortunately, works well.

You c a n  e ither p la y against th e  computer,
choosing the level of difficulty, OT a human oppo-
nent chosen from a  number of characters. Each

has their own  set o f
special m o v e s

which a re  su r-
prisingly easy to
execute. T h e

moves can be
put t o g e t h e r
to p e rfo rm a
number of 'h it

combos' a n d
each cha rac-

Move closer
Super Street Fighter allows you to put a
very a b l e  combination o f  moves
together. Each character has a good
range of kicks, punches and special
moves.

Dhalism - the .ttretchy limbs of Dhalism
allows yo u  t o  a t ta ck your opponent
and keep out of their reach.

Blank() -  uses electricity to  keep his
opponents at bay
.
Chun U  -  despite be ing  o n e  o f  the
smaller fighters. this works to her advan-
tage as she ca n  mo ve  quicker than
say, Zangief.

E Honda - uses his sumo size to launch
his powerful weight against his rivals

ter is different enough to
provide varied game-
play. E  Ho n d a .  f o r
example. is  a  la rge
character wh o  relies
on his bulk, whereas
Cammy is small but
agile and has light-
ening fast reactions.

The g a me  c a n  a lso
be dramatica lly a ltered
by changing the  speed
you p l a y  a t ,  Th e  Tu rbo
option ca n  b e  turned up  to  high which sp
everything up - including the music - and m
you have to think fast and move quickly to Qv
the blows from other players.

What is particularly n ice  abou t  this game
that it supports a  joypad. This works a  lot be.
than using the one-button joystick as you get

Why did they
leave this

appal l ing intro in?

You can pul l  oft a satisfying
range of moves

Black borders becom e
irr i tating after  a whi le



Battle of the
beat-em-ups

Super Street Fighter 2 as it stands is a good,
playable title, but compare it to the likes of
Modal Kombot 2 with its bloodthirsty graph-
ics or Shadow Fighter and  it  does start to
look rather limp. Mo rta l Kombot  2  ma n -
aged to crea te  an authentic atmosphere
and h a d  s o me  fa n ta st ic  a n d  o rig ina l
special mcKies.

Shadow Fighter was also a  particularly
rewarding and addict ive  game, with welt-
designed characte rs wh ich  looked  ve ry
clear and detailed for this type of action.

3uoerStreet
Fighle
i
r

separate  button for either a  punch o r kick. You
can also use a  two-button joystick on this same
principle.

As I mentioned before, though, the  graphics
ore very da ted  -  such as the b land backdrops
which don 't  do  anything to  create atmosphere.
And what's worse Is that they look flat and two-
dimensional a n d  there 's b e e n  n o  a t te mp t  t o
make them interesting with the use of animation.
Okay, so this ma y have slowed the game down
but other games manage this successfully and it
would certainly have mode  for a  more polished
looking title,

Another flaw is the size and detail of the char-
acters themselves. I ' m sure they've  been  intri-
cately designed b u t  they're  just t o o  small t o o
see any deta il or, sometimes, wh a t  Is going o n
properly. Huge b lack borders around the screen
don't help matters either and although you can
change the  screen mo d e  f rom Pal 50 hertz to

The m any characters avai lable
keep things var ied

NTSC 60  hertz to  speed things u p  a n d  g e t  rid
of some o f  the  blackness, i t  never disappears
completely.

Music and sound effects don't really enhance
the game either, with feeble death noises and dis-
mal music. Oh, and some of the characters have
some very strange verbal expressions when they
launch an  attack, such as 'Had-a-ken' o r some
other we i rd  sa yin g  wh i c h  d o e s  n o th in g  t o
increase the competit ive  atmosphere. However,
what really let the game down was the amount of
disk swapping involved. Thankfully it  is hard disk
installable, o therwise  i t  wo u ld  b e  co mp le te ly
unplayable with  a  ridiculous six disks to  access
each time.

Final word
After read ing  a ll this, i t  ma y  sound like the
game is a  comp le te  letdown. This isn 't the
case. Yes, It does have quite a  few negative
points but when it comes down to the game-
play it works extremely well - especially It you
have a  joypad. Two-player mode works par-
ticularly well too, and there's never a situation
(unlike Rise of the Robots) where you can cor-
ner your opponent and  bosh them to  death
with the same tedious move.

An A500 version is also planned, although
this won't support a joypcid. We'll bring you an
update on this in a future issue.

The stati c
backdrops fai l
to impress

•  R e v ie w e d  by Tina Hackett

SSF 2 does
have a few•
negative
points but
when it comes

4 down to
gameplay
it works
extremely well

4 - especially if
you have a
joypad
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Nick Faldo's Championship Golf
was released rather a long time ago
and received a highly creditable
award in most magazines,GamAr1

Reviewed by Andy Ma d d o ck

he Gamer Gold is a compilation cour-
tesy o f  G ra n d s la m,  c o n t a i n i n g
Jetstrike, B u mp  ' n  B u rn  a n d  N i c k
Faido's Championship  Go lf .  A  fl igh t
simulation, ra c in g  g a me  a n d  a  g o lf

game? Will it work?
Firstly, Jetstrike was released about a year ago

on the CD32 format, it  was basically a  flight slm
that adopted a different way of playing. Instead
of the  usual cockp it  view. Jetstrike was viewed
side on - a lot like Choplifter from many years ago.
The idea is to select an aircraft from a huge array
and take  it through many different selected mis-
sions. These range from taking recon photographs
of t h e  e n e my 's  posit ions t o  la n d in g  o n  t h e
opposing side's runway to rescue some hostages.

The fl oppy disk version, wh ich  wa s released
around two years ago, was very difficult as well as
being slow a n d  jerky. Fortunately on  the  CD32,
none of these problems have been resurrected

You ca n  select from a  vast amount of planes
and helicopters, and every plane you could pos-
sibly think of exists within Jetstrike, Spitfires, Falcons,
Vulcans, Bombers, and Apaches are all available
for selection, Jetstrike is well presented, has good
gameplay and packs a real challenge. Certainly
a g o o d  sta rt  f o r a  compila t ion .  Nick  F o r i • s
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Championship Golf  was released rather a  .;Ir
time ago and received a highly creditable awc
in most magazines. On the CD32 format, nothir
has changed -  it's still one o f the most playa
and rea list ic g o l f  g a me s ava ilab le .  The  n
instantly recogn isab le  fea tu re  is  t h e  ca cid
Although they made an appearance on the
py version, they weren't that much use.

Now though, they will g ladly hurl abuse at
or praise your shots extremely vocally. Bill, the
ticularly sarcast ic ca d d ie ,  wi l l  d o  anyth ing
make you  angry. The actua l animation o f  NI
Fold° taking the shot has improved too. On
whole, a l l  t h e  graph ics se e m t o  h a ve  had
tweaking to iron out any glitches. What makes it
pleasure t o  p lay is the fact it  does p lay like r
golf. There are plenty of challenges and courses
keep you going.

Bump ' N  Burn isn 't  th a t  we ll known  a m
Amiga owners - I'm sure only a handful have ac
ally p layed it, I think it was released when roc
games were in their prime, and  because of
Bump N' Burn d idn't even get a sniff.

Basically, it's a racing game whereby you h
to survive the Bump 'N Burn championships, The
are several tracks of Toonia's seven kingdoms
through these you will be expected to get be
and better until you are ready to compete ogai
Count Chaos - the unbeaten champion.

Bump 'N Burn is nothing special. The graphics
don't particularly boost quality, and it doesn't ruil
as smoothly as it should, but as it's on a  corn
tion with two other great games, you can 't red
complain - not for E.29,90 anyway.
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Adult Sensation 2 features a whole new
batch of exciting new Advil material including

Thousands of  Igraphic images,
hundreds of
AduleSexy Senna

• WAV.IFF & VOC. Adult Monet.
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World o f  Ciipan is a double CD-
ROM conferring around 40.000
mono and colour clipart images
conterned In over 100
categories in IPP. GIP, PCX.
CDR, EPS, TIP. & BMP Too ls
for converting images to Anoth-
er banner are included for both
the PC & Amiga Sul:sects

kraals. Anatumy. Babes, Men, Women, Trees.
lasecis. Xmas, Religious, Planes, Vehicles. Ships.

3thac signs, Eye calceers. Humour, Cats, Dogs.
Technology, Seale*, Space. Symbols. Royalty.

Plants, Nature, Ads. Toots. Astrology, Hands
Beestes, Office, Workers, Cartoon. Lion King.

Food, Gardening. Holidays. Houses & Buildings.
Children, Banners.. Medieval, Military. Monsters,

5pels doorbell. ger Aerob ics. Olympics. e tc'.
Trails, War and more.
D OF CLIPART Plus DOUBLE CO

Essential ulikliee is a collection of the most uselke
tools available Categories include. graphics con-
verters. text, music tools, Pnnter drivers Viru s
',tam memory ublibes, Emulators, Business appli-
cations including Wredprocessing. database,
spreadseeels. deity systems etc Also  features over
3000 high quality adobe & truelype fonts.
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A oomprete fek•Vorr* library of
m a lt  eeellerie fringe and alter-
natere redly. *3 mann womb
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censpracy, poke. ikiterntarr
medcre , tarot. palm reedng
Astrology, Pagarssrn & mete
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thousands of lop quality
colour c l n  ea images for use
in arty paint or Desktop pub-
lishi p a cka g e  Dozens of
popular subjects
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Animals.Inc
P o n g e e . Technology.e t c
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mulatons Unlimited contains Soflware e r
on tools for the Amiga & PC Spread ov:

the two platforms are emulators fo r Apple
BBC, Commodore 64 Commodore VIC2f
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.r M SX. Apple200, Alan 800, Atan1040ste
Ct . Unix and more Also  features

hundreds of games, tools and demos for use
with most of it ie emulators.
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Thunderbirds, Roboccp. Sea
Terror hawks, 2001. Blake7.
faecal. 2010. Space 1999 etc
hundreds of miscollanous 3D
miscallanous SCI-FI images,

L i

UK Mail Order / En u l01793
Fax Order line.CIP
-
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SCI-FI Sensation is an exciting
new CD-ROM containing over
IGIG of SC141 images. crime
bons, 30 obese's, Sound EX.
Documents, Themetunes Scrip ts
& SCI•FI games Subeacts included
are: Babylon5. Stareek Th e  origi-
nal. TNG. Deep Space 9  and
Voyager). Batman, Dr Who,
Queer DSV, Blederunner, Akens.

Bettlester Galactic& Tron, Total
SCI-FI Sensation also includes

space craft objects. Hundreds of
sound fa. SCI41 music and more•

SC I - F I  S E N S A T I O N  D O U BL E  CO ILL)11Eu 1 1 9 9 9

Graphics Sensation is a collection
of the best graphics tools. 24bil
Images animations and Imagine &
lightwave objects. 3D oblects car
,°goners include: Space iStartrek.
Babylon5, robots etcl Animals.
Aviation, Home (Bathroom.
Kitchen, furniture etc) Botany,
Clocks, Computers, Earth. Food,

loys, Trees, Musical instruments. Phones. Sports. Vehicles. etc
Plus hundreds or texture files
GRAPHICS SENSATION (C002
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The Professional
Backdrops & Icons
collection Volume 2
is a  superb set of
high quality Desktop
backdrops (256
colour picture sub-
pets Include: Girls.
Space, Classic cars,

Aircraft, Landscapes, textures etc ) aswell as a huge 16 ocaoui
backdrop set of pictures. aswell as Thousands of Icons. and
Dozens of Screen Btankers and Desktop tools. For the An n a
Mare is is massive collection of Magic Workbench extras. echid-
ing Icons, backdrops. & clock cons

PRO. BACKDROPS & ICONS 2 (CIJi11
1
7:
1
19
1
.
1
99
1

Over  7,000 top quality  colour  images .
Subjects include ca ts. aviation, anima
people. hetech, space, cars. t ra ins tex-
tures, nature, sports, pinups. boats, flow-
ers, plants seasons, birds technology
.raytraced. cartoons, fantasy, art, reptiles

a n d dozensmoresublects
rho peried CO for prosontabon a nd Desktop pubkationg * or*
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This anginal twee labia
ex:hides over 6.000 sto-
ries craVenng key everes
in business, politics and
media ham the 'Noon
horse lo  Desert Storm.
Stones are linked to excit-

ing rrnialmaisa effects including hundreds of
graphics, sounds, maps, & charts. Every word in every story is
hor-ankad to as other stones with the same ward Just  click & go.
Another superb Multimedia encyclopedia
TIME TABLE OF HISTORY (C0129j £14  9

,-,:vittoi4
AMINET 7

Aminet 7  iNc v em ber  9 5 :
contains around 200mb of
new data categories include
Thousands of loots, games.
demo's music modules, soft-
ware patches AGA software
features an easy to use front
end and search Maley.

(CD124) £14.99

L U C K  Y
Lucky Dip volume one con-
la irs hundreds of games.
demos, cliparl. fonts. music.
loots graphics utilities,
Animations Sound FX,
Samples a n d  toads more.
Al puSt C4 99 a
. s  a  
b a r g a i
n ' ! '

- r e c c  we ,  an y °rad ,'  n ye . L25  00

' L U C K Y  D I P  V o l u m e  1  I C 0 4 9 x )  E4.99

Adult Seesalicr
,  
V o l u m e  
O n e

C004a•l5 over 4.000 N O
quality colour photographs of
glamour girls. This C l) will
lake you months to ponder
through. Only suitable tor
humans over the age or la
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ADULT SENSATION : C 0 0 1 )  £1999
Create your own resonating
3D stemogram images con-
tains numerous tools as well
as hundreds of pre-renciered
pictures and hundreds more
for you to render your sea
Very easy to use,

I L L U S I O N S  3 D  ( C O 5 4 )  C9 99

Arcade Classics is an original
C011eCII00 of ALL your old
arcade favourites. Including
Amiga & PC variations of
PACMAN, SPACE INVADERS
ASTERIODS. MISSILE COM
MAND, PENGO, FROGGER.
LOAD RUNNER. GAIAXIANS
DONKEY KONG. NUMEROUS

TETRIS GAMES. BArrL e zo NE. TEMPEST, COMBAT.
WON. SPACE WARZ. THRUST. CI-BERT, HUNCHBACK,
MOON PATROL TRAIL BLAZER. BREAKOUT. CENTRE •
PEDE, CYCLES. BEZERK, SNAKE, SCRAMBLE. PING
PONG, BREAKOUT NUMEROUS C64 CONVERSIONS, A
COLLECTION OF JEFF MINTER GAMES AND HUNDREDS
MORE O v e r  600reb of unforgettable retro-gaming.
This CD will keep you busy toe monthsta
Floppy drive required. Keyboard recommended.

ARCADE CLASSICS " F " '
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were tares -on one giant CD-ROM No w you
can purchase the entire Epic collection in one
go Th is compilation contains hundreds ot
megabytes GS Amiga software. subescis
include Professional mono caplet colour r

part, numerous 3D objects 10f Imagine & Lighlwave, Colour Bitmap,
Compugraphic fonts & Adobe fonts. Graphics conveners. Music tutorials
Beginners guide, 30  stereograrn generators. Hundreds or Sound PX wet
samples. Vitus Killers. Hard disk installer & tools. Various Hardware pro-
pels, A number of classic demo' s. Hundreds of games including Shoot era
ups, Mind teasers Puzzle, card, arcade and board games. The latest
Assassins games & the latest LSD utilities are also included. Dozens of
Emulators are included Th e  Epic collection CD-ROM is updated bimonth
ly. and user updates are available to registered users tor as jute £9.99, this
means you can have the very latest range of software regularly without
having to keep purchasing new C D
,
R O M s  Y o u  
s i m p l y  
r e t u r n  
y o u r  
E p i c  
c o l -

'educe CD-ROM. we'll update la n d  send it straight back to you. I t  s as
easy as that 'Supplied with printed index booklet
THE EPIC COLLECTION GOLD NEW
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superb CD-ROM f o r all STARTREK tans,
contains Hundreds of graphic images in IFP
& GIP tram the very first
eenes too the very latest
IllaVsenes Do ze n s of IFF
and WAV sound samples
ars also included itswell
both the Next Generation &
onginal Starve* Theme

1,Aiio. Also  ricludiss dozens of Startrek e n v
-
n a t i o n s  i n  b o t h
Amiga anim & R I  a  number of Star-trek games for the
Amiga & PC are also included U P D A T E D  v
E R s o o t i lSTARTREK MULTIMEDIA GOLD (CD04) (2 7 .9 9

Features hundreds or all-time classic C64 games
Over 10.000 commodore 64 Megademoe. over
30mb or classic C64 game tunes and loads rear,

C64 SENSATION "Blast from the Past" (CD120) cmn
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contains thousands of pages of information on
every subject, with Thousands or great colour
photographs and illustrations and hundreds of
sound clips from the BBC this CD-ROM is sac
essential purchase for all CD-ROM users
Suitable on any Amiga configuration

GROLIER ENCYCLOPEDIA VecI0n 2
' I C D 4 6 )  S p e c i a l  
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The Professional Desktop
Video CD-ROM center's
hundreds of ice  quality arm-
alias fonts Icolour & mono).
anginal backdrop textures,
symbols. 3D oblects, desktop
utilities h igh  quaky desktop
edeo cliparl. and more

DESKTOP VIDEO CD ( C MS)  C14.99
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Includes over 3000 high

over 3700 official documentsquality colour images and

covering every Shuttle

von D e lve  into the history gand excitement of The Space
Shuttle encyclopedia.
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(A u s
-
r
-
R A L
s i k )

If ytio ive n Australia or New-Zealand you can row
.;• a ny  el the above CD ROM tales from our Sychey based

T.,. go „
20 i
l o t  
p r e
m i
s e
s  
S
e
n
d  
)
f
i
D
U
r  
o
r
t
i
e
r
5  
o
r  
e
n
q
u
i
r
i
e
s  
t
o
:

•••: m o w n  EPIC 3 6  Forast Rom( Harahcoia NSW 2231 Australia
r •  m a m a  pa wl soul a NW- P er a loos tl ik ia r a m i l l  0 ,4 ,4  &add. to  Llit ME algal Belm4



SYSTEMreview

PUBLISHER
G uildhal l  Leisure
DEVELOPER
In
PRICE

529_99
DISKS
2
HD INSTALL
Yes
SUPPORTS
A l 2 0 0

88

rom the title and the screenshots, I can
guess what all you readers ore expect-
ing. It looks like Doom and sounds like
Doom, b u t  mo re  importantly. does it
play like Doom?

There's no escaping the fact that the 'in' game
at the  moment is Doom._ o n  the PC. Everyone
seems to want to make a close version of it on the
Amiga -  i t s  rumoured there are  many more  to
come.

Some people  believe Doom on the Amiga  Ls
lust not possible. a n d  I agree with them. Others
believe or hope to believe that Doom will grace
their Amiga  screens soon. I  fee l it  will never b e
reproduced on the Amiga because of the tech-
nical differences between the PC and the Amiga.
However, if Escom do produce a PC that's Amigo
based then I'll have to believe it when I see it Until
then, I won 't be holding my breath.

Gloom is basically a 3D shoot-'em-up that con-
tains the most violence ever witnessed. There is an
option to  switch it  to  either mea ty o r messy. I f
messy is selected, as soon as you fire a  bullet a t
one of the opposing soldiers they will burst into lit-
tle b its and  leave  a n  awfu l mess o n  the  floor
which you  will have  t o  wa lk through. You ca n
imagine otter shooting quite a  few soldiers that
the floor won 't  remain In its shiny, polished state.

You are basically thrown Into a futuristic Space
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The gr aphics do appear  very blocky
here, a l though.  thankful ly.  the  scr een
resolution can be changed

Reviewed by Andy Maddock

Doom and Gloom
Other g a me s fo llowing th is gen re  a re  Allen
Breed 3D, Fears. Behind th e  Iron Gate ,  a n d
more recent ly Citade l f ro m t h e  Polish t e a m
Arrakis Software - previewed in this issue. Gloom
has a fair amount of competition to get through
and each one is looking excellent. Can  Doom
finally b e  rep roduced  o n  t h e  Amig o ?  From
what we 've  seen o f  these efforts already, it's
getting there. I ' m  beginning t o  ch a n g e  my
mind completely.

These tw o hum an players ar e star ing straight at
each other .  However ,  one of  them  is invisible

Hulk ma z e  wh ic h  lo o ks re ma rka b ly l ike  the
scenery used in the film Aliens, and the idea is to
get o u t  -  a live. This is n o t  such a n  easy task
because there are literally hundreds of foot sol-
diers a n d  b o re  chested  ma d me n  t o  plough
through. These and huge robots will stand in your
way, fi ring bullets ten  t imes the  p o we r o f your
own.

Throughout the  g a me  bonuses ore avallabi

C O
O
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1

Reducing the size of  the
window speeds up the
gam e immensely



Your team leader  will
advise you w hat to •
look out for. Don't
take his advice!
Hide in a cor ner
somewhere
instead

for collection wh ich  can  oftect u j i  ,e a lth  and
firing power. A huge gun with a full weapon boost
Is essential for disposing the bigger robots.

There a re  p len ty o f  options t o  choose f ro m
before you beg in  th e  game, includ ing a  two -
player split screen where  yo u  ca n  chase  your
opponent around a  sealed maze with only your-
self and a gun. You can also play Gloom through
a serial link connecting two Amigo's together, so
you can both play using a full screen.

The Amiga 1200 has, in the post, been able to
n out some quite speedy graphics, although
thing has to be  sacrificed for this. For more

ea. the  varie ty o r amoun t  o f  sprites usually
deteriorates immensely. in Gloom's case, The vari-
ety of sprites Is lacking and during the later levels
the amount of sprites does affect the speed.

There are  three ma in  locations and  in  these
there are some sub-missions where you have to

h the exit. There are  no real missions such as
Ling colleagues which is a shame because it
s the g a me  a  p lo t  a n d  a  storyline, wh ich

Gloom unfortunately hasn't got.
As said before, th e  level o f  vio lence is quite

You havg: to be  very careful  w hen attem pti ng
to open one of these doors. Lots  of bare
ch e st e d  m a d m e n  w i l l  a p p e a r

high_ After shooting someone with o  bullet They
won't be content with foiling to the floor and dis-
appearing, but throw themselves violently into the
air while spreading their various organs over the
wall. On occasions I have noticed that if you get
too close to an exploding body, it will squirt spots
of blood on to your own face. By the end of a par-
ticularly nasty level you will find that your face will
be co ve re d  in  b lo o d ,  pa rt ia lly co ve rin g  t h e  11
action.

Now, th e  b it  tha t you 've  a ll been
waiting f o r  -  t h e  sp e e d .  We l l ,  i t
depends yo u  see. During  th e  game ,
pressing escape will bring up on  option
for you  t o  change th e  screen resolution
and size of the actual playing window. If you
choose a  high screen resolution the window
size will automatica lly b e  reduced. You ca n
play wi t h  a  sma ll w in d o w t o  emphasise
speed, o r with a  full screen to  emphasise
the action. They both work well, so it's up
to you

The actua l characte r sprites
do appear very b locky when
you g e t  reasonably close  -
although t o  in c re a se  t h e
speed, t h e  fl oor a n d  ce iling
graphics can be switched off.

Final word
Although t h e  wh o le  id e a  o f  these
games is to get on a par with Doom on
the PC, a s  I 've  sa id  be fo re  there 's
absolutely no way I am going to com-
pare the two. There's no point In say-
ing 'Ooh, it 's rubbish, i t  looks nothing
like Doom on the PC' because it's not
supposed to. I 'm not going to give it a
low score because it  doesn't ma tch
the PC version o f Doom -  I a m going

as soon as
you fire a bullet

1 at one of the
1 opposing

soldiers they will
/ burst into little

bits and leave
an awful mess
on the floor

•

The ti tl e screen sets the
scene del icately.  Ar e you

ready to sl ice som e bodies
up and eat thei r  remaining

entrai ls? Not here

BD

to mark it purely for Gloom itself, as a
game. The graphics are the best yet
forgames of this genre. Gloom is com-
pletely packed with smooth graphics.
a huge  cha llenge a n d  mo st  o f  all.
action a n d  excitement. I t 's certa in ly
the best a t temp t  yet, a lthough with
other similar efforts on ly weeks f ro m
completion, o n ly t ime  will te ll wh ich
one will rise above the rest.

tittotte
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1 1 : 1 1  h e  fun strategy puzzlers are usually met

with an enthusiastic response from the
games playing public, a n d  you only
hove to look at the success of Cannon
Fodder a n d  t h e  m a n y  L e mmin g s

games to see this. So it is perhaps a little curious
that there hasn't been a whole host of these titles
flooding th e  market, employing  this simple bu t
highly addictive concept.

That is  unt il now,  wi t h  b o th  Ga me te k a n d
Mindscape spotting a potential gap in the gam-
ing world. Gametek's title, Boidles. (previewed a
couple o f  months a g o ) is near to  release a n d
Mindscape a re  we l l  in t o  p roduct ion  o f  th e ir

Previewed by Tina Hackett

Troops

A tw o-pl ayer  gam e should provide
an am using chal l enge

Control  your  army of troops
thr ough the i con-based inter face

Graphics promise to be
colour ful  and imaginative

'dget gems

Tiny Troops puts
you in charge of a
small army and
down to you to
direct them to do
certain tasks

offering, Tin y Troops, Tiny Troops pu ts yo u
charge of a small a rmy and I ts down to you
direct them to  d o  certa in  tasks, There are
warring factions, the  Klutes and  Furfarians,
hove been in battle for 450 years. This has cou
serious d a ma g e  to  their planet, so  rather t
continuing t o  wre ck the ir h o me  they travel t
Earth to continue with their dispute.

You a re  g iven a  top-down v ie w o f  the sc
nario, enabling you to see exactly what is goin
on in each  battle. To control the game  you
an icon-based interface, clicking on the relev
Icon to carry out your orders. To speed things
you can  access a  small ma p  which means y
can move your troops around quickly.

Objectives will vary in strategy from comp
destruction to  rescue attempts to  assassinatio
Armoured vehicles ca n  also b e  used which
provide variety.

The finished game should feature a massive
different baffles spread over a  variety of cob
fully designed levels and as well as these missio
the player will also have to face  six progressiv

harder end-of-level buddies.As you can see from the screenshots (PC -
the A mig a  version wil l  lo o k a lmost  identic
graphics o p t  fo r a  fun  fe e l a n d  b y  enlargi
everyday objects - such as the plugs and so on
you do a get a very appealing style.

Expect Tiny Troops around October,

The usual one-player mode will be available
this sort o f  action lends itself nicely to  a  mu
player game. Mindscape have catered for
so you will b e  ab le  to  link two  Arniga's for
bigger mult i-p layer g a me  o r  co mp e te  In  'a
head-to-head battle on one machine. In single-
player mode, th e  compu te r opponents learn
from their mistakes, so will act more Intelligentty
and effectively, making for a tough challenge

The com puter  opponents learn from
their  mistakes,  pro vidirlg longevi ty
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Assassins Ultimate Games

he Assassins hove been one of the
premium PD companies around.
producing compilation otter com-
pilation o f  excellent PD games.

Weird Scie n ce  h a v e  ma n a g e d  t o  p u t

HamelE
AFOAP

JetSet 81,11v 1 . 9 8

'deist IS1

CD-ROM go
•

Supplier Weird Science
Price: E17.99 CD32: Yes

together a  CD full o f  games a n d  utilities
that have previously been released before.

The floppy disk collections from 1 to  200
ore a ll archived on to  the CD and require
dearchiving via Workbench - although the
actual games can be run immediately from
easy-to-use menus. There are a  bundle o f
games a ll categorised In to  sections a n d
then a lphabetica l order, a n d  these range
from a rca d e  games to  card , puzzle a n d
quiz games.

The utilities ore a ll packed  as DMS files
which need to be dearchived on to floppy
disks. A disk masher program is included but
the UNDMS command will still need to slide
into the C: directory on your hard drive The
utilities are a selected bunch of audio and
graphic disks, featuring mods and anims. As

Arcade Classics

can g u a ra n te e  t h a t  yo u  wi l l  h a ve
played most games on this CD, as sev-
eral versions of them are still knocking
about in a dark corner of a pub some-

where in the world. During the '80s these games
were flying around all the best arcades in the

country. Oh, h o w we  hate advances
in technology!

Frogger, Space Invaders. Defender,
Tetris, Missile Command  and Pacman
are all included on this CD, a long with
500 others. Each one is an actual vari-
ation on the original, so it won't be an
exact arcade copy but a close Amigo
version. Incidentally, a  couple of goes
on Galaxian o n  t h e  a rca d e  wo u ld
probably h a ve  set yo u  b o ck  abou t
10p. Nowadays, with  the addit ion o f
virtual arcades. E3.50 is the set price -
just for one measly go

It's astonishing how the games have
advanced so much. ye t  classics like
Space Invade rs st ill h a v e  g re a t e r

playability a n d  cha llenge than  so me  o f  th e
brand new games in today's market. The best
game in the arcade had to be Frogger, a game
I'm sure you'll remember. You had  to  gu ide a

ASSASSINS
/
a
!
"
k
•
n
•

Supplier: Epic Software •
Price: E9 99 CD32: No

mentioned before, there are a tremendous
amount o f  games on  the  CD -  archived
and otherwise. However, a ll o f  them have
previously been on Assassins floppy disks. so
I must advise you that if you do happen to
own a  large quantity of Assassins' PD disks
already. I suggest you look elsewhere.

At E17.99, t h e  CD is p riced  qu ite
high, but if you want quality it looks as
though you'll have to pay for it.

small green frog across a  very busy road and
then a  rushing stream containing floating logs.
One o f  the  p remium classics, I ' m sure you 'll
agree.

As this Arcade Classics CD-ROM is the first of
many -  be ing  Volume 1 -  there cou ld  b e  a
whole host o f  old classics gracing your Amiga
screen soon. For E9.99 you can 't  go wrong, and
although I t  ma y  n o t  a p p e a l t o  th e  younger
garners o u t  Mere, i t  will certa in ly p lease the
older among you.
Comparing today's market prices, £9.99 seems
like absolutely nothing a t  all. Five hun-
dred games for absolutely nothing at all
seems a real bonus to me.



peccy Sensation
ooking back over the last ten years - sitting
now with an Amiga 1200 with a  hard drive
and a  CD-ROM drive -  you can  finally for-
give and  forget. No  more  worries about a

10 minute loading duration only to find a tape load-
rig error flashing boastingly across the screen. Oh,
ow those days are forgiven.
All your old favourites that you'd gladly wait a life-
e to load are now brought gleefully onto the CD-
M. Five hundred titles that will hove you reminisc-
-with your friends within minutes, The greats such
Manic Miner, Skool Daze, AP/ Simulator, Saboteur
-
:
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One problem that can be experienced when running
Spectrum games on the Amiga  is tha t  the games are
exceptionally slow. This is because o f the different pro-
cessing speeds be tween the  two  machines. Howeve i.
the games on this CD don't seem to slow down and as
said before, load in seconds.

People who used to  use the Spectrum frequently will
get the most out of this CD. 'What's the point, Though?' I
hear you  say. People tend to  leave these CDs alone,
maybe because  the ir experience with  t h e  Spectrum
wasn't a good one, or they still have theirs and claim that
if they want to play the games they'll fish them out from
a box in the corner of the attic.

Don't bother -  for £14.99 you may as well save
yourself the trouble. I ca n  guarantee you'll slide
deeply into old times.

Eon ,
M o w  hill .104
N !Lip *1 km imi
111.11.111111,1v

Supplier PD Soft
Price: El 4.99 CD32: No

s pub
Reviewed by Andy Maddock

'ower Games

dickAdi
haat • Nag Hatlitt

e lliothe n ScNonnor.M. A m p . .  d i .  Lutlyouff •

Supplier PD Soft
Price: £7.99 CD32: Yes

ower Games from PD Soft is another games
CD-Rom co n ta in in g  Pub lic Do ma in  a n d
shareware games. O n c e  aga in  th e y a re
categorised in to  headings. such  a s sport,

tion a n d  puzzle, e t c .  There a re  mo re  th a n  500
s all available to  you Through one o f the most
ndly menu  systems ever, Once  you 've found a

e it  will ta ke  yo u  a  wh ile  t o  actua lly se lect it
°use you'll find yourself looking a t  instructions or

er information when you thought you 'd  selected
game itself

This is because when you select a  particular box,
e highlight around the outside is very faint and it's difficult to see what you've selected. Although the

eniee to be compatib le with the CD32, some of the games fail to work which seems very pointless,
Also, you will recognise or have heard of some of the games, but
others you will have no idea what they are - and most of them
aren't rea lly wo rth  t h e  t ime  o f  day.  There a re  500 Pub lic
Domain games included on  the CD, b u t  there are  no t many
of outstanding quality -  however they a re  reasonable none-
the-less.

The menu system, as mentioned before, is very unfriendly, It
gives the g a me s name and a short description, along with the
creator's name. Although It ma y seem tha t a  lo t o f  t ime has
been spent putting this CD together, i t  is clearly ve ry rough
around the edges. The unfriendly menu system together with the
exceptionally bad  cho ice  o f  games makes this CD only
just worth  its asking price. Having said that, there  isn 't
much else knocking around for only E7.99.

It's astonishing
how the games
have advanced
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classics like
Space Invaders
still have greater
playability and
challenge than
some of the
brand new
games in
today's market,
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Panther  shows off
one of his lower  level
special  moves

94

II ike Ho llywood  sequels, t h e  software
industry wi l l  ch u rn  o u t  g a me  a f t e r
game based on  the  same tried and
tested formula. I t s  not a lways a  b a d
thing -  a f te r all. so me  sequels ma ke

vast improvements over the originals - but there
comes a  t ime  wh e n  re p a cka g in g  t h e  sa me
goods Is going to leave the audience jaded.

In gaming, n o  genre is more  repetitive in its
content than the beat-'em-up. The popularity o f
its most impressive incarnations has lead software
houses to co me  back for more rich picking with
games t h a t  v a r y  l i t t le  a p a r t  f r o m  slig h t ly
enhanced graphics and bloodier special effects

Years after the  beat-'em-up 's birth, however,
even the  laziest developers have been trying to
give the ir n e w co mb a t  games a  vaguely fresh
twist. Sp e cta cu la r metamorphosising finishing
moves, in ternat iona l loca t ions a n d  a  g rea te r
range of bizarre characters have been wheeled
in to inject new fighting spirit into the proceedings

With ro b o ts  a n d  streetfighters b e h in d  us.
Gametek are going for a new angle with a game
featuring cu te  bu t dead ly critters as Its muscle-
bound contenders. Named  Brutal: Paws o f Fury.
this new title steers away from the realistic visual
approach o f  Morta l Kombat In favour o f  more
humorous, cartoon-like charicatures.

The simple storyline bears a For Eastern flavour
with lots of sayings from bogus mystical teaching
padding ou t  the  ten  characters' backgrounds.
Choosing from creatures like Kung Fu Bunny, Tai
Cheetah o r  Kendo Coyote. players fight It out in
a competition to find the world's best fighter.

Graphically. Brutal is only slightly above aver-
age, with reasonably well drawn characters play-
ing out the action against varied but unimpressive
locations. In compensation, however, the game's
contenders have been mode more lively with the
addition of characteristic gestures and moves.

Anyone w h o  e xp e rie n ce d  t h e  lu d icro u s

After  tw o successful  fi ghts,  the
Kendo Coyote acquires a  new
m ove in the  training section

At the end of a fi ght this scr een gives
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scrolls across the  bottom

The sear  may be fat,  but i t's one  of the
tougher  opponents players wi l l  face

The instigator  of the w hol e competi tion
is the  Dai l  Llama, a  cr eatur e armed with
some devastati ng special  powers
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disappointment o f  Rise o f  the Robots will kn
that beauty is only skin deep, however. What r
ly counts is whether Brutal can provide anything
terms o f  a  challenge tha t  hasn't already
offered by previous beaVem-ups,

Thankfully. t h e  cosme t ic nove lty o f  fighti
with fu rry creatures is n o t  t h e  on ly difteren
about the game. One  original touch, for exo
ple, is the  fa ct  tha t  players must learn spec
moves as the ir cha racte r ga ins in  experien
through winning fights.

Whereas Its possible in Morta l Kombcrt to
all t h e  specia l moves immediate ly, th is g o
r i



urry but flawed
Unfortunately, Brutal is let down by some irritat-
ing flaws one of which occurs in the mountain
5Cene where characters d ie if  they fall off the
edge of the co mb a t  platform. The prob lem is
That the lio n  opponent that inhabits this loca-
tion has the  hab it  o f  careering o f f  the  e d g e
before the p layer has had a  chance  to  touch
him - or at least that's so in earlier levels.

The inclusion of a password system for each
character is  v ita l,  e sp e cia lly  wh e n  yo u ' ve
gained access t o  a  g o o d  range  o f  specia l
moves. The fact that this currently doesn't seem
to work gives further cause for concern.

Bruta
Paw o furF

Y
r

Reviewed by Gareth Lotthouse

es acquiring them more challenging and sat-
o. Af te r defeating t wo  opponents, p layers

in rank and  enter a  training session in which
y have  th re e  ch a n ce s t o  lea rn  a  joystick
uence. If they successfully imitate it they have

cess to that move from ther on.
There are a  vast number of these moves to be
nt. and  greater experience yields more pow-
I a n d  s p e c t a c u la r  co mb in a t io n s,  T h i s
oach cou ld  do  much to give the beat-rem-

the durability it traditionally lacks, thanks to the
eng-term rewards it provides Putting the fighting

Final word
The game's modest appearance  does little to

:Inspire excitement on the first viewing o f Brutal
'Paws. The cartoon characters make an appeal-
rig change in the genre, bu t the quality o f  the
.graphics doesn't match up to top selling rivals on
the Amiga. Surprisingly, the game overcomes this
handicap by combin ing a  few innovations with

-enjoyable g a me p la y.  Train ing t o  a cq u ire  a
broader repertoire o f  moves d id  much  to  solve
the problem o f giving a  co mb a t  game  a  long-

[term challenge. a n d  it 's highly in keeping with
the martial arts' theme.
[ A  word of warning for those who eat this type
tal game for breakfast: I 'm no ace  gameplayer,

1 but by starting on an  easy level I managed  toacquire a l l  t h e  sp e c ia l mo ve s  t o  p rogress

moves into p ract ice  is also satisfying. On  earlier
levels a few simple kicks will get you for - possibly
too f o r  -  b u t  mo re  va rie ty a n d  imag ina t ion
becomes necessary on  higher levels. Thankfully.
no move is so complex that it's impossible to string
a series o f  t h e m to g e th e r in  a  fl u id  a t t a ck
sequence.

Of course its possible to  play against a  friend
with d if fe ren t  ch a ra cte rs a n d  a lt e r d iffi cu lty
levels, o f  which there are plenty to choose from.
and there  a re  th e  usual ka ra te  sound effects
accompanying the action.

through the g a me  until I a lmost finished on  Its
highest difficulty - and that was on my first game.

This problem can be  avoided by staffing the
game on a  higher level to start with, because it
then becomes hard to get each of those power-
ful advanced  moves. Nevertheless, considering
how experienced most players are in this genre,
the deve lopers shou ld  h a ve  mo d e  Bruta l a
bit tougher from the outset. This is not a damning
criticism, however.

What's more worrying is the fact that the pass-
word system didn't work, which seriously detracts
from t h e  lo n g - t e rm p la ya b il i t y .  P ro v id in g
Gametek sort this and a  few other minor flaws
out, however this beat-'em-up could be a  wor-
thy addition to your game shelf.
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Leon the Lion is
one of the better
ehar icatures
thanks to the
addi tion of some
humorous
manner isms

Brutal Paws
of Fury steers
away from the
realistic visual
approach of
Mortal Kombat
in favour of
more
humorous,
cartoon-like
charicatures
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and gone home -  the event not the
place - I can finally come  out of hid-
ing as I absolutely hate it, more  than
anything in the world. No w the foot-

ball season is underway I'm so much happier,
What really annoys me is the fact the specta-

tors can lounge in the sun with strawberries and
cream and us football fans have to stand up in
the pouring rain with a  bovril every week! Wh y
don't we  switch them around -  football In the

summer, tennis in the winter. Ha, let's see how
many of them turn up in the freezing cold,

only to see the match rained off.
Newcomers Blitzware set out to

change my mind completely with
their new product Center Court.

a rival for Pro Tennis Tour which
has to  b e  the  greatest tennis
game on the Amig a  I 'm sure
you're a l l  familia r wit h  t h e
game o f tennis, and  even if
you d o n ' t  understand  t h e
rules. I 'm sure you've all seen
it o n c e  some t ime .  Ce n t e r
Court isn't merely just a  quick
game, there's a  huge career

feature involved.
Basically, t h e  id e a  beh ind  a

career in tennis is to enter as many
competitions as possible a n d  win

Them - picking up quite a hefty sum of
money in the process. All the players are

seeded before you begin and their seeding
will change after each tournament - depending
where they finished and how many points they
acquired.

At the moment Pete Samaras is the number
one seed. bu t if other players win matches and
trophies they will eventually take over the  t o p
spot. The most money is won by coming first in all
the tournaments and staying number one in the
world rankings. That way you can be  sure you'll

The m atch options.  You can select anything
up to a four pl ayer  gam e here

The ti tle scr een in al l  i ts glory. i t  actual ly
looks qui te  car t oony, doesn't I t?

Center  looks l ike i t's going to
be a bi t of a gr aphical  feast

raphic enhancement
The graphics shown in the screenshots are go
to be enhanced, as the shots here are early p *
tures o f the action and  don 't  really reflect an
the g a me p la y  ye t .  Overa ll,  i t ' s  a l l  co ml
together qu ite  well, a n d  i f  the  graphics c
match the  g a me p la y then  i t  cou ld  b e co
another winner.

be top of the prize money league.
You can  enter your own name and  euit y

own personal characteristics. If you wish to be
speedy player, you  ma y have  to  sacrifice y
accuracy or power. All the characters ore r
sonabiy matched, on ly appearing distinctive
one or two areas. The other competitors start
far better than you, although after a few tour
ments your rating will gradually improve.

LIFE-LIKE
From th e  screenshots you  will no t ice  that

number of them are digitised and feature ac
shots from real-life situations. These only appe
you win a  particular trophy. but it is quite nice
see some pleasant graphics which reflect on v
success.

At the moment you can  have a  single ma
against t h e  co mp u te r o r anyth ing u p  to
human players at once. This is an excellent i
because yo u  c a n  a l l  t a ke  p a rt  in  a  dou
match. There ore  over 90 real players includ



with their own individual statistics and attributes.
They have also been mode-up to  look like their
counterparts.

For Instance, John McEnroe sports a  rather
nifty headband, b u t  sadly, h e  doesn 't involve
himself in all the fracas he usually gets into Andre

The Wimbledon-l ike tennis cour t -  nice and
green, but  wear ing in the centr e

Another  digi tised
shot of a real
match.  This tim e
your  choice of
cour t is clay

arCour
Previewed by Andy Ma d d o ck

Agassi is recognised easily by his rather fetching
ca p  a n d  Boris Be cke r b y  h is  g in g e r locks.
Throughout your career you ore given the option
whether to take part in a  particular tournament
or not. If you do  you may win it or even acquire
some mo n e y f o r t h e  runners-up spot, b u t  i f
you d o n ' t  take  pa rt  a t  all, your ranking wo n ' t
increase a n d  yo u ' l l  b e  le f t  sn iffl ing a t  t h e
bottom of the league with a  lower rating than a
cabbage.

If you select the career option you will be  able
to access all the other players' statistics and their
rankings and also see the points table. These are
all very useful when it comes to playing an oppo-
nent you are unsure about.

The actual match  sequences are very add ic-
tive and contain all the various shots contained in
tennis, such as forehands, backhands, smashes,
diving shots and volleys. All of these can  be per-
formed very easily with the slightest movements
with the joystick.

Add  Software, th e  makers behind Skidmarks
are distributing Center Court Tennis. As it  is pro-
grammed in Blitz Basic there's no reason why it
can 't  be of the same quality as Skidmarks. We'll
have to wait and see,

r From the
tour nam ent
screen you
can view all
the  di fferent
player 's
statistics,  to
help you fi nd
their
weaknesses

Center Court
isn't merely just
a quick game,
there's a huge
career feature
involved
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PUBLIC DOMAIN SOFTWARE
3842 MORTAL KUMQUAT 3
No Guesses What This Is
X3841 STRANGE CARDSET
For All Klondike's
A3840 BEAVIS CARDSET
For Klondke 1 28. 3
X3839 MANGA MANIACS
Another Klondike Cardset
3838 GALLEONS
2 Player 30 Shoctem Game
3837 (AB) ACT OF WAR HELPER
Tips Maps & Loads Of Help!
3836 iA8) BLACK DAWNS
A New Begmnong Superb'
3835 REMDATE V2 0
Address Book Diary. Reminder Bc
3834 KIDS DISK?
Mode Fun For The Kielsi
3833 HD GAMES INSTALLERS/4
Installs MI The Latest Games'
X3832 (ABCDi PICTURE BOOK
Superb New AGA Dernoi
X3831 (ABC) AMAZED DEMO
Stunning Demo By VIN nityi
X3830 TENEBRA DEMO
Another Vrey Nice AGA Demo
X362.9 ARTCORE SUDESHOW
Excellent Sideshow From Scoopex
3828 LAB) SURFING THE JAZZ WAVE
Very Nice Jazz Music Disk
3827 MAGIC WORKBENCH PACK 012
Backdrops & Startup Plx
X3826 STAR WARS GALAXY
Another Kkindike Caraset
X3825 THE MASK CARDSET
Suitable For Klo n d ike s
3824 RED DWARF QUIZ $2
Updated Ow By Futer
3823 (ABi PAGESTREAM PATCH 'IT
Latest Available Patch Disk
X3822 EXCELLENT CARD GAMES III
Restricted Verson For Demo's
3821 DOPUS UTILS $2
More Directory Opus LANs
3820 IMAGEDESK V1 6
Thumbnail Pic Cat Maker)
3819 PHOTOGENICS V1 2
Useable Demo Mission
3818 DOPUS 5 PATCH
Patches V5 5 To VS 11
3817 THIRD DIMENSION 115
Latest Masi For All 3D Con KO Users
X3816 DEVILS ABODE
30 Virtual Reality Game
3815 WORDSEARCH DESIGNER
Update To Esther Version

AMIGA CD ROM SOFTWARE

3814 EN LOCK V1 4
HO Password System
3813 MR GREEDY
Childrens Story Book
3612 GARFIELD 1
Shod Garfield Animation
3811 FEARS
One Level Preview Like Doom
3810 BREAKIN BRICKS AGA
Bat & Bail Game For AGA Machines
1609 SUPER DMS V2 0
Windowed Version Updated
X3808 PAM ANDERSON CARDSET
For All Kiondikes
3807 NFA - THE WORD It6
Scene Disk Mao
3806 TRANSITON
Image Conversion Rog
3805 ZXAM V2 0
Superb Speccy Emulator
,3804 MENUS & MORE V320
Menu Systems For HErs
3803 DUCK DODGERS
Platform Game Great'
3802 SAUCE N CODE el
Amos Related Source Code Etc
3801 BOOKIE BEATER
Predicts Results Of ANY Sport!
3400 CODE NAME NANO
Thrust Type Game Clone
3799 SUPER LOTTERY
Still Havent Won Yet
,X3798 HELLRAISER CARDSET
For All Klonalkes
3797 PCTASK V3 0 PATCH
Patches To V3 10
3796 OCTAMED V6 0
Demo Version
3795 (MO IMAGESTUDK) V2 1 0
Superb GFX Conversion Prog
X3794 (AEI MALEDICTION
30 Texture Mapped Adventure
3793 BEGINNERS TYPING TUTOR
Basic Typing Tuition
3792. SCOUT IMUI RE) )
Tool To Monikt Computer
3791 GEMZ
Great Puzzle Garnsi
3790 TURBOSUITE V3 1
Disk Catalogmg Sys Demo
3789 (ABI SKIDMARKS2 CARS
New Cars For Skicimarks 2
3788 DELUXE PAC MAN VS 6
ECS Version Superb'
X3787 DELUXE PACMAN AGA VI 6
AGA Version' Excellent'

1st Floor Offices, 2/8 Market Street
Wakefield, West Yorkshire WF 1 1DH

TEL (01924)366982 FAX (01924) 200943
ruloncidire To S niumloy 0 .30  vory5 Till 6  30  pm

Answe iphone  Al A l  C X
-
6 • 5 •  T a n e n

PLEASE NOTE: •
FOR A COMPL-

3788 EGG SCRAWL. E
Mad Mad Game!
3785 DOS MAN
Intense.* Dos Tutorial
3764 MULTITUDINOUS
HD Menu System
3783 THIRD DIMENSION e14
30 Cons Kit Disk Meg
3782 ACT OF WAR MISSIONS 3
Requires Regostereil Game
X3781 STARTUP & BACKDROPS
Poctures For Workbench 3
3780 irk& ROM OM
Scene Disk Mag
X3779 MOMENTS
Great AGA Demo
3778 SANITY ROOTS II
Superb Sequel'
3777 HD GAMES INSTALLER 3
Installs Dozens Of New Titles
3776 BLITZ BLANKER V2 SO
Requited MUI
X3775 FIREMAN SAM
Kortchke Cardset
3774 4A13;• MWB BACKDROPS
Based On Stertrek
3773 LEGIONS OF DAWN
Ft Game Demo 2 Meg Req
3772. MOSAIC V1 3b
Latest Websurfer
X3771 WALLACE & GROMIT
Klondike Cardset
X3770 ROSIE & JIM OARDSET
For Klondike AGA
3769 iAtt) SHAREWORI_D 14
Cybercrat's Disk Meg
3766 )(FILES GUIDE
Mlles Serial Guide
X3765 LECH DEMO
AGA Demo From Freezers
X3764 R EN & STIMPY CARDSET
For Klondkie AGA
X3763 THIRD DIMENSION *13
30 Cons KO Diskrnag
3762 MORSE CODE TRAINER
Learn Morse The Easy Way'
3761 HARDWARE PROJECTS
Now Where's That Hammer)
3760 ROBS HOT GAMES 015
Includes Mr Taxi'
3759 ROBS HOT LOTTERY STASH
Won A Milton Yet? Naahl
3758 MAGIC SELECTOR V1 7
Changes SEX Etc On Bootup
X3757 FRACTASM CAROSET
For Alt Kionadoes
X3756 EROTICA CARDSET
For All Klondtkes
3755 NEW UTILSIS12
New Batch Of Flot Utils

_ THE  DISKS WE STOCK ARE L I S
-
E l  -  '

• DISkS WE STOCK ASk  FORA

'ISW LITILS111
More Uhisi
'M B ICONS & BRUSHES

- Slash F M e w  Workbench
_ ROBS HOT STASH 139

Anoner Hot Ubis Comp
3751 BROWSER II V3 03
Superb Mini Window File Manager
3750 ROBS HOT STASH 138
More HO this From Rob'
3749 TERM V4 3 EXTRAS & OBS
HD Requ wed
,3746 TERM V4 3 030 VERSION
Includes Locale
3747 TERM V4 3 & LOCALE
Archived With LHA NO instaaeri
3746 IMAGE ENGINEER VI
Image Processing Apo
3745 NEWROSES CARDSET
For MI Klonclikes
3744 DELITRACKER 2 V2 14
Superb Music Rayon
3743 VIRUS WORKSHOP V5 I
Kills All Known Germs D e a d
3742 ROBS SOT VIRUS KILLERS
The Latest Of The Best!
X374t AB) MELCHIOR DEMO
AGA & HD Only Demo;
3740 SPACED OUT!
2 Superb Platickners For Kitts'
X3739 DYNAMICS AGA
Great 256 Colour All Packages
X3738 TEMPLE OF DECEASE
Great AGA Demo
,X3737 GENERATIONS CARDSET
For Klondike AGA
X3736 PREHISTORIC CAR DSET
F or Klondike AGA
3735 ENDURANCE DEMO
3D Cons Kit Game
3734 TEXTURE STUDIO VI .0 2
Imagine Texture Manipulator
.3732 PC TASK V3 1
PC Emulator Upgrade
3731 KINGHIGH
Or nal  Card Game
3730 SPONDUI_IX MARK V
Shareware Accounts Prog
3729 PRO LOTTERY
Stil Probably Wont Win'
3728 DISK COMPRESSION UTILS
Not For Beginners!
3727 ,AB) GRAPEVINE 21
At Lestil The Wait Is Over'
3726 ROBS HOT STASH 137
Full Of Hot Ware zl Again!
3725 YET MORE MYVI3 ICONS
Tons Of Eml
3724 INTERNET UTILS 7.
More Stash For Netsurfers
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IMAGINE ENHANCE
Contains exclus;ve data
covering oblects.maps.
fonts, backdrops,  demos

and p oh irc gallery plus other various
bits & buts to enhance your images.

POSTAGE INFORMATION
Please Include 50p Postage Coo

UK Disk Orders And 75p
Per Item For CO Oraers

tMax Postage Payable El 50,
Europe Add 10% For Disk Orders

8.1 00 Per CD (Max E5 00i
R O.W Add 20% For Disk Orders

& El 50 Per CO oMAX E6 00)
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a i r  AMINET 4 E9.99

AMItIET 5 El 2 99
AMINET 6 El 4 99
AMINET 7 El 4 99

AMINIT 4 DISK SETI E24.99
Includes entire contents of Aminet
1 t o 4, plus 220 MR of NEW DATA!

IMAGINE CD E36,99
One of the most
c omplet e collections of
textures, attributes, obrec

and backgrounds av abb le  for
,magine users.

ASSASSINS CD SI 7.99
The most complete and
easy to use games  CD
available. rules n i l  direct

from 'he CD on ANY Porn drve,
incuding CD321 Interface s a very
easy to use custom menu.

POWER GAMES El 4.99
A collodion ol aver
superb PD games tor
any  CD rom plattrom

inckbirig CD32I All titles included
run direct  from the CD!
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WOAD INFO 9'5
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If you have Lightwave, than these
are a must  OuV If you intend to
raytrac rig serlousM



oroview
The pre-

production 1
demo we

played had
plenty of blood

and gore, it I
ilso looks like it I

will be quite
3uccessful in

creating a
mysterious

Hosphere

L ike  o t h e r  g a m e s o f  t h is n a t u re ,  t h e re  w i l t
•  be  a  l iberal  splatter ing of blood and guts

he n a me  is fairly new over here bu t
Arrakis Software are a  company who
usuolly develop utility products for the
Polish ma rke t .  The ir la test  p ro je cts
Include a new editor like Final Writer, a

database, a n d  a  spreadsheet with  versions in
Polish. English. Czech and German planned. But
the reason f o r the ir inclusion in  th is section is
because o f  their latest title wh ich means a  rea l
change in direction fo r the Polish team_ Ca lled
'Citadel' it joins the latest in a  long line of Doom
clones for the Amig a  It's not the only game in the
pipeline either. Diamonds Mine' is the next on the
schedule with  three mo re  t o  fo llow -  although
details are sketchy at the moment.

Citadel, as previously mentioned, Is a  Doom-
esque shoot-'em-up. Viewed from the usual first-

*  p e rso n  perspective, set in a  3D environment, you

Previewed by Tina Hackett

There are m any
di fferent screen
modes
avai lable and
e a ch  a l t e r s
the speed
d e p e n d in g  o n
m achine

are a rmed  with a  gun and the
mission is t o  shoot anyth ing
that moves.

A b r ie f  p l o t  su mma ry
casts the player as the only
surviving cre w me mb e r on
a mysterious p la n e t  a n d
their mission is to destroy the
Citadel. The Citadel is the
army c o m p l e x  p l a c e d
under the surface of the pla-
net D104-GS12. When communi-
cations broke down, your crew -
the X16, combative operation unit
- was sent to  see what hod gone
wrong. The  rest o f  th e  c re w h a ve  n o w b e e n
destroyed.

When finished the game will contain 20 levels,
varying in difficulty and using different graphical
scenarios. The final version will also have a  2Mb
rendered intro and will have in-game and Game
Over animations.

The pre-product ion  d e mo  w e  p la ye d  h a d
plenty of blood and gore to keep the more blood
thirsty happy. It also looks like it  will be quite suc
-cessful in  crea t ing  a  mysterious atmosphere -
something the other clones seem to  lack so far.
One th ing we  we re n ' t  t o o  h a p p y with  a t  th is
stage wa s  t h e  w a y  yo u  g o t  h u rt  wh e n  yo u
bumped Into walls -  a  fa ct  wh ich  is inevitable
when you play from this view.

The ma in  characte r o f  the  cybo rg  is a rmed
with six types of weapons, all of which are neces-
sary to see off the different types of enemies. The

hero c a n  a l s o  g e t  t i re d ,
become injured and even get
drunk. As well as being able to
blast th e  enemy, t h e  p layer
will e n co u n te r puzzles a n d
traps su ch  a s  mo v in g  wa lls
and levers and buttons which
need to be operated.

The recen t p rob lem tha t
the developers o f  the Amiga

Doom clones face  is how to ge t the g a me  run-
ning smoothly a t  quite a  fast rate, b u t  without
reducing a lot of the detail. Most have overcome
this by making their game configurable to suit the
capabilities of different machines.

Similarly, Arrokis Software hove also made this
possible by making the game window a variety of
different sizes a n d  incorporating user-definable
detail levels. So  those wit h  o n  A500 c a n  still
expect a fairly slick game as long as they play on
a small win d o w a n d  without floors. Those with
Al200s and above, on the other hand, can  freely
choose screen size and level of detail_

Expect a full review of Citadel soon. We'll also
be bringing you a round-up of the best and rest of
the Amiga Doom clones when we 've  seen all the
contenders in  wh a t  seems to  b e  genre  o f  the
moment.

This is the
smal lest view
avai lable -  a
bit too smal l
p e rh a p s



100

(IF YOU MISSED LAST WEEK'S - CALL 0891 101 235)
NEW! THE AMIGA GAMES LINE FEATURING CD32 —0891 445 786
NEW! THE SEGA GAMES LINE FEATURING MEGA CD 0891 445 787
NEW! THE SUPER NINTENDO GAMES LINE 0891 445 769
NEW! THE CONSOLE CHEATIINE PC ENGINE. T.G.16,
JAGUAR, NEO.GEO, CDi300, CD32, MEGA CD, DUO 0891 445 772
NEW GAMEBOY, GAMEGEAR, LYNX CHEATLINE 0891 445 771

WIZARD GAMES
I WORM HAMM ROAD, SCARBOROUGH, NORTH YORKSHIRE. 1101 2 78Y. Tot 01723 376 586

10 Intelligent Strategy Games
Addams Farnity
Batiks Toads
Bubble 6  Squeak
Cliciacwiser Al 200
C r a s h  DUt i l l n i t ,

C y t t g
-
0 0 1 •
1  
3

D-Generabon
De n r fi i t  A  1 2 0 0

Disposable Hero
European Champions M a ll
f 15 Stike Eagle
r 15 Strike Eagle 2
fat Pim) I A 1 200)
footbdi Giory
fun School 2 (8•S6-13sunidar 6)
fuer of the Furies

A N Y  3  F O R  E. 20
Guardians (Al200)
hieroquest Wit ch lo rd
Inter Open Golf (Al200)
James Pond 2 (Al200)K240
KKk Of f  3 Europe A500
Kruger Funbouse
Legacy of Soraul
Man Utd League Champs
Marvirts Advenusres SAl2001
Microprous Golf
Kg  29 glultrum
Naughty Ones
Nick Ellelo
Out Co Lunch
Risky Woods
Road Kill (Al2001

When Ordering please give one alternative also which Amiga

American Heritage
Bard. Toads
Beavers
Bubba 'n• Sue
Bubble & SqueakCastle 2
Chuck Rock I
Deepcore
Dona

Eric
C D 3  2

Fireforre M o r p h
r i e l
4
r d
e r  
N
a
u
g
h
t
y  
O
n
e
s

Fury of the Furries
Kende 1
John Barnes
Kid Chaos
Litre D id
Man Utd
Mean Arenas

Nigel Mansell
Out to Lunch
Overkill + Lunacy
Premier
kobocod
Seven Gates of lambda
Shadow Fsgliter

Sleep Walker
Soccer Kid
Striker
Super Methane Bros
Time Table History
lop  Gear 2
Whales Voyage
Thal la m a  1

Beneath a Steel Sky - ArnitatC0 , L  14.99
Clisat ion Al200   . C 1  2_99
Crystal Dragon .. . . _  - - - , — .  . ( 1 2, 99
Elite 2 - Amiga1CD32 . . . . - - . . . . . . - - - - 1 1 4 .9 9
Goblins 3   —  E  1 2 99
Manchester United The Double — 1 1 2 . 9 9

. 0 0
Shadow Worlds
Sleep Walker (Al203)
Soccer Kid
Soccer Team Manager
Space Crusade + Voyage
Beyond
Soo Pot fAl2e0)
Tictical PlanagerlitsliaiScottssh
Top Gear Al20061/4500
Traps & T s
-
i n s u r e s
Trivial Pursuit
Trolls
Turman 3
S itil Ugh(
W e m b l e y  I re -  S o c c e r
Wafter Supersporti
Zool 2

Overlord  _ 1 . 1 4 . 9 9
Shadow Fighter .      £ 1 0 0 0
Sil l
,
0 0  
t
h
e  
S
o
r
c
e
r
e
r  
-  
A  
1  
2
0
0
/
A
5
0
0
/
C
D  
3
2  
_
A
.  
I  
6
.
0
0

Supersisidmarks  L I T  99
Tower of Souk (Al200)   L I  4.99
Voyages of Discoves7  i  I 0.00

THIS IS ONLY A SMALL SAMPLE OF OUR SOFTWARE
Games subject to availability.

A P HO NE  CALL RESERVES YOUR ORDER.
O pen 6 days a week 9.00 - 5.30

Price inc. P+P (U.K.)
Europe + a o o  per game. Rest of the Workl £3.00.

a l l t m S h o p  prices may vary.
Cheques or Postal Orders payable to: Wizard Games

WIZARD GANES, I NORTH MARINE RD, SCARBOROUGH, H. YORKS YO 12 TEY
Tel th Fax:  0 1 7 2 3  3765813/503299

A m i g a  C o m p u t i n g
O C T O B E R  1 9 9 5

IBM PC, ATARI ST, SUPER NES, MEGADRIVE GAIIEBOY, AMIGA, MEGA CD, COMMODORE 64,
GAIREGEMI, CD SINCLAM SPECTRUM. NES, CO32. NEO-GEO, LYNX. MASTER SYSTEMDIAL-A-TIP
H I N T S  ' N '  T I P S  W '  C H E A T S  ' I V  P O K E S

ALL FORMATS CHEATLINE, JUST SAY 'YES FOR YOUR MACHINE
0 8 9 1  4 4 5  9 3 7

ALL CREATURES UPDATED EVERY WEEK
MORTAL KOMBAT I I  0 8 9 1  445 987
SR WORLD WARRIOR, TURBO, S.0  E  0 8 9 1  445 940
CHAOS ENGINE 0 8 9 1  445 936
DESERT STRIKE/JUNGLE STRIKE 0 8 9 1  445 953
LION KINGIDOOM 0 8 9 1  445 951

FOR FULL INFORMATION ON ALL OUR SERVICES CALL 0891 445 939

PROBLEMBUSTERSI WESM""SIVISSIRVItVINO VA GONNA CAW 1  0891 445 977
GUIDING LIGHT COMPUTER SERVICES LTD

P O  B O X  17.  A S H T O N - U N D E R - L Y N E .  0 1 . 7  O WW.
IF YOU'RE UNDER 18 PLEASE ASK PERMISSION BEFORE YOU

CALL, MAXIMUM CALL CHARGE AT PEAK RATE E3.68
CALLS COST 39p PER MINUTE CNEAP RATE AND 400 PER MINUTE AT ALL OTHER TINES.

MEGATRONIX SOFTWARE
HIGH QUALITY PAGESETTER DTP FONTS

If your are a avid user of Pagesetter or Pagesetter 11, these fonts could be pust what you need to
add a touch of spice to your documents!

Pagesetter Fonts 1 (5 disks) t 5  99
Pagesetter Fonts 2 (5 disks) L S  99
Pagesetter Fonts 3 (5 disks) £ 5 9 9
There art over 50 fonts in each collection. Buy all 3 collections for (13.99 OR CALL FOR FONT SAMPLES

MODEMS
High quality Supra moderns. ideal for

intensive BBS access and Internet
SUPRA 14.400 bps speed L  I 19.99
SUPRA 28,800 bps (very fast) - 1 2 0 9 . 9 9

All cables and software is included,
Coll ow- BBS to try your modem out!

HARD DRIVES
All drives are quality 3.5" IDE mechanisms:

120Mb £ 8 9 . 9 9

I 3 Gb  £ 2 7 9 . 9 9
All prkes Include PAP (insured).

MEGATRONIX MA ILIN G  LIST
We have many exciting protects for the Amiga. To ensure you don't miss out on any new

developments, please send your name, address and computer details to:
AMI G A MAI LI NG  LIST.  MEGATRON1X SO FTWARE,  21 TI LE D HOUSE LANE.

BR1ERLEY HILL,  WE S T MI DLANDS  DY5 4LG, UK or, Tel: 01384 77172

MIDNIGHT EXPRESS ILILS
Extensive Amiga file areas - AGA Demo's, Utilities, Music Comms, Graphics, Non-AGA

Demo's, P D. Games. Fonts + Clipart, BBS Related, etc!
-  FREE D O W N L O A D S  -  G E NE RO US  FI LE  RATI O NS  -  CALL NO W!  -

( + 4 4 )  0 1 3 8 4  8 6 - 5 6 - 2 6

IntOS
— The Intuition Extension for AMOS —

•  Over 120 commands to fully utilise the Amiga's
Intuition System.

• Compatible wi t h  AMOS.  AMOS Professional
AMOS/AMOS Pro Computer.

•  Create and use gadgets, windows, screens, menus. etc -
is used in Amiga Workbench in your own programs.

•  Create stylish 30 look interfaces in minutes!
•  Display full 256 colour AGA in AMOS with ease.
•  At  last you can create professional business applications

and utilities using AMOS - no need to learn 'C' or switch
to 'Blitz Basic' -  AMOS is now a TRUE application and
utility development language.

•  intOS comes complete. professionally boxed, with a
detailed instruction manual and programs t o get you
going.

AUI REVIEW: 90% — JUNE '95
Give your programs the professional

touch with ease...
SPECIAL OFFER PRICE:

N o w  O n l y  I  9 . 9 9  (including P&P)

and

Int05 a @ I995 0  TM 200 Software
Minimum Reconvene= lOdcuart 2.1 P memory. And AMOS or AMOS Professional

I N F O N M A I L T I O N  " I N D  01111C O E MI N G
To or der  any of the i tems on this adver t,  simply grab a plain piece of  paper, clearly stating your  name,  address (Inc postcode),  your  Am iga
model  and your  com plete or der  details, cheques and Postal Orders should be made payable to 'Megatr oni x ' -  and sent to: M E G A TR O N I X
S O FTW ARE .  21 T I LE D  HO US E  LANE ,  BRIERLEY HI LL,  W E S T M I D LA N D S  DYS 4LG.  TE L/ E NQ UI RI E S : 01 384 77 172
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Pinball Fantasies Shadow Fighter
Type in these before you
begin for some strange
effects:

Type These codes on the character
selection screen for the following effect:

Earthquake TEREKAKKU - Unlimited credits
PARAPONZIPOPO -Fight as PuppazVacuum Cleaner MBARIVIDSOCCAFFARIMBARI - Fight as

Extra Balls Shadow Fighter
Andreas EBBRAVOSCECCU - Opponent loses

energy if you type this In at theULF beginning of a round
Markus

Fairplay Roadkill AGA
Digital Illusions

Here are some track codes forThe Silents
Acid's excellent racing sim:

Fredrik
OLOF Track zero: LQPONIQNJO

Barry
Track one: LQPONRHCNM
Track two: LQPONTMBCH

Crew Track three
- 
L Q P
O N I M
B C H

BC

r 1
1 Celebrity Golf competition form 1
1 Name:

Address:

Please send your entries to:
Celebrity Golf, Amiga  Computing, 113G Media, Med ia
House, Adlington Park, Macclesfield, Cheshire SK10 4NP

closing date for all entries is 16 October 1995 •  UK only
MIN I M I E  MI N

Cheats
Sensible World of Soccer
There have been so many cheats and tips flying around for the
greatest football simulation ever, we thought we 'd  join the party!

When you begin the game, be  one of the top clubs with the
most expensive players -  Ma n  United. Juventus o r Barcelona
being the favourites - and whizz through the entire season. co l-
lecting a  worthwhile honour. When you receive an offer from a
club you wish to  transfer to, exchange two of your best players
far the worst each  week and hopefully when you accep t  the
job a t  the end  o f  the season. a  huge bank ba lance and  an
awesome team will be waiting for you.

Score a hole in one with
our Virgin/Sensible
Golf competition

es.. it's great when all
these c e l e b s  g e t
together to play a round of golf - and all
for charidee. But wouldn't it be superb if
you could choose who you'd want to play

in a round of four-ball? Well, now that's all you need to
do for our competition by simply puffing together your
winning team by either drawing them, cutt ing them
out o f  mags etc. and  then stating why -  oh, a n d
don't forget to dress them in the appropriate gear.

20 lucky winners will get a copy of the
brilliant Sensible Golf worth E29.99
and a Virgin T-shirt

SYSTEM

Celebrity Golf!
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SYSTEM

D a z e

Simarils

£29 .99

10

Y e s

A l  2 0 0

PUBLISHER

DEVELOPER

PRICE

DISKS

HD INSTALL

SUPPORTS

PUBLISHER

DEVELOPER
Sensib le So f t w are
PRICE

HD INSTALL

SUPPORTS

The Sensible Softw ar e trademark
comes in very effective once

again -  smal l  but so pleasurable.

dget
Reviewed by Andy Ma d d o ck

IsharTrilo
shar 1, 2 and 3 weren 't really my most
favourite g a me s  e ve r -  especia lly
being a reviewer that detests any sort
of RPG. All this business of wizards and
warriors is just too much for me to han-

dle. I hese games always seem to inflict the most
serious effect of boredom ever. If you are one of
these people, yo u 'd  better skip this b it  as Daze
bring o u t  t h e ir in cre d ib ly  adven tu rous Isha r
games in one package. Anoraks out everybody!

I suppose a s  t ime  h a s passed. e a c h  Ishar
game h a s b e e n  superseded e ithe r in  ove ra ll
quality o r In  a  g raph ica l wa y,  a n d  Ishar 3  is
supposedly the best of the bunch.

The way !shot actually plays is the most annoy-
ing factor, with  slow, tedious scrolling drudging

annon Fodder hardly needs on  intro-
duction as it turned out to  be one o f
the best games o f  the year. It's very
unlikely that anyone out there hasn't
actually played it, so I suppose this bud-

get release co u ld  be .  i n  fact ,  qu ite  pointless.
However; after such a  high profile release with its
success. how could it possibly avoid the inevitable
budget label?

Cannon Fodder is p u re  a n d  simply, a  wa r
game. The objective of war is to win -  sparing as
many casuatties as possible. The idea is to  com-
plete the  mission objectives along with  the sub-
phases in each scenario. The first is in the jungle
where you are given five recruits. Each one has a
rank and to begin with you are given the highest
ranks to play with. As you lose a soldier he will be

along only to reveal mammoth  beasts that must
be disposed of rather quickly. This is achieved by
aimlessly wande ring  around, g o in g  in to  shops
and buying ma g ic  potions. a n d  recru it ing the
ordinary public to  join your gang. You can  then
begin t h e  mission t o  h o ld  o n  t o  yo u r islanct
Kendoria .

As mentioned before, the  graphics are nott-
ing very specia l and  the who le  g a me  ma y be
very in-depth but just doesn't p lay well, which is
the most important part.

If you are a  roleplaying game buff then three
games for the price of one would sound quite
bargain. Although, for £29.99 you could also buy
yourself three balaclavas, a  pair of horn rimrred
spectacles, an anorak and a tartan flask.
The cho ice is yours.

The m ost exci ting,  in-depth,  ani m ated adventure
gam e ever. P acked w i th remarkable gameplay
and an amaz ing chal lenge.  Cloh, that's  r ight!

Cannon
odder

replaced by another nervous youngster willing to
risk his life a n d  limbs for his country. Obviously,
these young chappies aren't going to be as sharp
as the rest o f  the bunch, so the more you can
keep them in the clear and at distance, the more
likely they are to survive.

There are two main strategies to follow on y
road t o  victory. These are either hold bock and
wait for the enemy to make the first move, or me
less favoured run towards them a t  a  ridiculous
speed with  a ll guns blazing -  destroying yourself
and a number of the enemy all at once.

The characters themselves ore  controlled by
The mouse using a point and click method. All t
weaponry such as cannons, grenades and rock
ets can  b e  activated using simple clicks on t
mouse.

With the typical Sensible Software charade
tremendous g a me p la y a n d  a  b ig  cha lle
Cannon Fodder will always rank alongside the
greats the Amigo has produced Their rather
cheeky ye t  uncompromising quo te  'War
has never been so much fun' is clearly on
understatement It's more fun than ever!



ome AD92 was released around two or
three years ago now and adopted the
Populous-like 3D isometric view which
actually b e ca me  qu ite  popular. The
idea is to control Hector, a Roman slave

who wants t o  h igher his position in  society b y
deception. A t  the beginning you start as a  slave
with lower status than the cleaners. Stealing a toga
aft one o f  the  peop le  o f  authority will dece ive
many o f  the  town 's residents. enabling yo u  t o
order people around.

As the volcano that lies on one side of the town
is about to explode, getting off the island is a must.
With so many people and so few boats, fighting for
an escape route is essential, and this entails mug-
ging peop le  fo r their money and  purchasing a
very sharp dagger. •

When Rome AD92 first arrived, the humour ele-
ment was instantly recognised. I t  wasn't a  strict
copy o f life In Rome but more o f a  serious light
hearted look a t  life back in Roman times. For a
start, a ll the characters are humorously named -
you ore ordered to  send a  message to  Seganus
Megadrivus, o f all people.

If you can remember Robin Hood from a while
bock. it plays just the same, You have freedom of
the entire city so you don't have to do things in any
particular o rde r -  you  ca n  just roam, ta lking to
everyone you meet.

Although the graphics don't boast quality, they
are reasonable nonetheless and do their Job more
than adequately. There a re  six levels t o  batt le
through, all with fresh challenges, making this not

eing a loud American in a quiet village
in Ch ina means merging in  with  the
common  public isn't going to  b e  an
easy task, Making as many friends as
possible in this very graphical icon dri-

ven adventure is on absolute necessity. You are
given your own identity. character and personal-
ity, a r id  unfortunately you  hove  been  g ra ce d
with Joke Masters. o r Lucky to  your friends - an
annoyingly lo u d  Ame rica n  with  less sensitivity
than a badger.

There isn 't  a n  a ctu a l p lo t  a s such -  a l l  Is
revealed as you b e co me  more  involved in the
game. This involves plot branches where you can
reach different parts of the game you may never
reach again if you restart the game, and picking
different o b je ct s  u p  a n d  speaking  t o  o th e r

Before going headi ng off to battle,  a
trip to the her b shop is in or der  to
pur chase those magical  remedies

RomeAD92

Once you've m anaged to steal  the toga
from the fa t bloke who's always in the
swimming pool ,  you can m ug everyone!

so much an essential purchase but a fun game for
anyone - especially with the humour element. At
a nice cheap price of £14.99, Rome AD92
certainly boasts value for money.

Heal of
China

people about other things. This makes Heart o f
China p ro b a b ly  t h e  mo st  in te ra ct ive  g a me
around - this system is called the Dynamix Game
Development System (DGDS).

All the usual adventure icons are present such
as talking, p icking things up, dropping things and
looking around. However a s you progress and
make friends with people, they will join you
on your mission objective and you ca n
temporarily t a ke  o ve r the ir act ions
and objects.

There is an enormous amount of
depth to Heart of China a rid  the
an imated e f fe cts a n d  a tmo s-
pheric t u n e s  a r e  e xce l le n t .
However, the re  is a  d o wn  side.
Most o f the progression through-
out the game Is made by guess-
work and trial and error. There isn't
so much  as a  sniff o f clues or hints
and purely b y luck will you end  u p
right in the heart of the game.

Having said that, though. i f  you  have
got the time to explore the game In great detail,
it'll ce rta in ly b e  a  worthwhile  a n d  reward ing
experience. He a rt  o f  Ch in a  is certa in ly
one o f  t h e  b e t te r g ra p h ic adventures
around.
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You can fl y absolutely
anywher e you l ike in
Hear t of China,  w i th
the excepti on of
Bar bados to bask in
the hot sun.  Pi ty
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COMPUTE i t
S U P  ' L I E S
Itort of gm Bl ank

D i s k s  (includ ing  t a b o is).L 1 5  (p e r  50)
Pre For m atted DRIED

Disks 1 1 : 2 2 . 6 0  (Per 50)
me% guatteitet1/4)

Free local delivery i 10 mile reckusl
All your computer needs catered for.
Please phone or tax tor latest prices.

13,000 disk P D Library now available
PD prices all ( 1 .0 0  per disk

B a r ry  Voce
0115 9264973

i t  Campi on Street,  Ar nol d,
Not t i ngha m  NG5 8GR

DI Y M A I M
464 ,  6 1 2 8  (CAM 8 4 4 / 0 )  P i ctur e Only £ 6 . 0 0 £ 1 0 . 0 0
464 ,  6 1 2 8  ( C TM  6 4 4 / 0 )  inc.  stereo speakers £ 3 1 . 0 0 £ 4 0 . 0 0
464 ,  6 1 2 8  PLUS ( C M 1 4 )  I nc  sound £ 9 . 0 0 1.113.00
464,  6 1 2 8  Green (G T-6 5 )  Pic Only £ 6 . 0 0 £ 1 0 . 0 0

THE 'UNICA
USER CLUB

*  FREE PO! *
*  Membership Discounts! *

*  FREE MONTHLY Newsletter! *
*  Special Offers! *

Send SAE for details or telephone
EXAMPLE PRICES

Brilliance V2 . 1 6 1 . 9 9
Uedwave 3D . L 4 3 2 . 9 9
Citizen ABC
Premier Manager  E 1 8 . 0 0
Sharp TV Monitor . 1 1 6 . 2 . 0 0

PLUS MANY MORE
We also supply Amiga Softwans/ Hardware

to non members - telephone lot details

The Amiga User Club
22 Heol Maria's. liandybist, Ammanford.

Dyfed 5A111 3UV.
Tel: 01269 851413
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coinlorps w i t h  cerlw or lend S A E  to:-
Dept. AMC, 15 !avatar Ave, Asian,

Sheffield, 531 060
Computer consumables also available
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COMPUTINE

NORIIIRSOFT
Est 1990

Over 13,000 Disk' available
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Elm l o o s ,  mambo.- coo C f , f f •  war nwn 5 .i
, M o d  o a k u m wrth it,. new 117 • • •  mow woos

Above Licencrwees ins-had= Amcor*
Male sO pir‘Act out to. HORN.SOFT PO or phone ow credit card hottee for immeduce &towel.
To °btu." our free catalogue disk send a SA1E. or just ask for a copy with any of the above ordered

Sam. day dasparch on all orders. CREDIT CARD HOTLINE (01 14) 296 7125

a i lua m a wor e s phom m u.  WORK ON ALL AMOGAS
WfT04 AT LEAST i P IG stlasOar

Convert your  Amstrad

COLO 111fLONI - A  1

Dept AMC, Hagars Electronics, 127 High Street, Sheerness, Kent M E 1 2  11ID
Te l / Fax  01795 663336 M o n e y  back approval P & P  inc.

Cheque/P 0/Access/V isa/Swi tch D e l i v e r y  2 Days
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FREE PD SOFTWARE
AMIGA - PC - All Commodore

Subscription September-December f9•50 UK only
Call (0181) 651 5436 or

Write to 45 Brookscroft, Linton Glade, Croydon CRO 9NA
Independent Commodore Products Users Group

Software 81 Hardware available for  SEGA, SNES, all ATARLS.
AMIGA 32, MAC,  PC, Cl ) ROM, CDI,  3 D0
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Fir a Pare  List PhoneT•71

,
06
, 
5 9
: ) 5
7 1
3 •
7 '

ti inday - Sunday 9om - flpm
flaU vrpisoni
, l i n  
a t  
a l l  
o t h
e r  
n i
n e
,

2 Elm Grove. Ebr ington,  Nr  Chi ppi ng Campden
Gloucti. 6L55 6PE

ARE

NMI*
PRESENTS:

EX pQri 1211CQ
M I  INDUS re rport
Iry Ativa (NOM Asa - Thr IAA
Esperierst
has s rho frol MICK tiodK3U4 tO
LUERAIROG toonm
• I t  
W h o m
•  DOAK pretomoss
•  M A R  illontAr carthel.
• now* IGI.Akirshows
•  Macs Acataleak Ceara whew
•  Canaan Itarttssol Kant
•  Wawa boats Nem damp
• 11611 hap Illeassames

roll Emnence WW1, A
LARD 144 * no Kliturrw
,Elos orthdri,
• 1110 PS y a m  AM as
,
•  150 PG A lint 144 itiMM
•  I RM A die bee WA yor
•  NO 111 A Oa Nor IAA to,
•  P , P I I I . K 1 ,  asks is
Mit o aMe Mee at Ogle.
Fe mot dicido AM The 161
1hperima, plum mast A
draft Swim Asko*

DRABS. 12 1 ~1  how. Phinarary. EMAA 111164 11.1
711111 012631 7/2119 Emar Nailed lhosea motrutitiMall

•

CAPRI CD DISTRIBUTI 1 4
n
"
-
-
-
-
*
-
y
u  
A
l
i  
A
V
A
I
L
A
B
L
E

siocg RIVIIUM
70+ :DIV TITLES COMPATIBLE WITH CEI3'
ICC+ CO32 MLES/504 vICE0 CD 1IRE5

NE111111654
Zom I 1 9 9 9  Gateief
kietbsil Peet 2 a  99 411115 CO v2 •  •
Scrod £ 1 9 .
9 9  
f e i n t °

l'.44 99 iFF I TX 2 t ' 9
99 Litutai 2

SPECIALIMI
Poser Genes E S  99 Assassris CC E l e
Dere Mere I 1 2 . 9 9  Wernede %obi
Garners Nick 1  499 Lack 'n Low..
BACK IN 811Et'lltickasoes facyclopodis
86011181181;8_5161 CITY WI VES= ell

sop wei Ream el Vett= stom %send
SAE cr alo kr thr Wort ist Ph Asa dozt the ardeto

'ter' Fe
, 
6 1 .
1  
O t
t a
w
a  
P
E
)  
R
i
t
a  
W
e
e
d  
S
o
m
e  
r
o
g
n

CAPRI CD DISTRIBUTION
Dept ACIO, Capri House, 9 Dean Streel

Marlow, Bucks. SL7 3AA
TEL/FAX: 01628 891022

•  TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME

KEW=II
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rilE IIKST QUALITY Pt) & SHAR

The LEADER -
OTHERS CAN ONLY FOLI O

FREE FRIENDLY HELP BY
POST or PHONE ANYTIME!
FREE CLUB IMEMBERSIHP

PICK YOUR OWN PROGRAMS!
NASIE NUMBER AND Sli t!

IT'S EASY!
500k makes I Locatable disk!

Wilk makes I  nen•bouleide disk!
FREELY UPDATED CATALOGUE

WITH FULL DESCRIPTIONS
INDEX & VIRUS CHECKER °NIA LP
Phone for the LATEST PROGRAMS!
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PO Box 672

South Croydon
Surrey CR2 9YS

Tel: 0181-657 1617
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Amiga 3D 1 0 9
Paul Au st in  exp lo res t h e  la t est  add- ons
f o r L igh t W a v e  P l u g i n s  a n d  Go!

ARexx 1 1 1
Sett ing u p  screen f o rm  descrip t ions is
Paul O veraa' s h an d y  t ip  f o r th is m o n t h

COMMS 1 1 3
A r e  yo u  clo ckin g  u p  h u g e  b il ls o n t h e  Net ?
Phil So u t h  g ives a  p lan  f o r  ch eap er u sag e

Publishing 1 1 5
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I Warthogs
ove big job

• DEC Alpha 275 AXP fully fanned
chip (upgradable)

• 2 Mb 17Ns secondary cache RAM
• 32 Mb DRAM (Expandable)
• 4 Mb PCI 64 bit graphics card

Warthog Rendering
Service available

You will be stunned by the speed of the new Warthog 275 from Premier Vision - and positively
gobsmacked by the incredibly low price. The Warthog275 is based on the world's fastest chip
-the DEC Alpha, making it the most complete cost effective rendering solution on the market.

Up to a massive 30 times faster than other rendering systems,
allows the Warthog 275 to simply gobble up any job you care to throw at it.

The Warthog 275 MHz  Dual Pipeline Rendering System (minimum specification)
• 17" Multiscan Monitor
• 1.0 Gb SCSI drive
• Quad Speed CD-ROM
• Ethernet Adapter
• Keyboard and Mouse

Custom configurations can be designed to your own specification.
The Warthog 275 MHz  is fully expandable and upgradable, and at a price of £7,499.00,

its just dying to do big jobs for you!!

EMIER

V
I
S
I
O
N

PUTTING MULTIMEDIA TO WORK

Premier Vision, 156 Blackfriars Road, London. SE I 8EN.

For a demonstra t ion  call Wil ly War thog now on 0171 7 2 1  705
DEC Alpha a  a trademark o f  D ig iu l Equipment Company

• Full multiple fanned Tower Case
with 1.44MB floppy drive

• Windows NT Workstation

UK Training Centre
for NetTek



T U T O R I A L

hree buttons are
better than two mir

0  his month I've decided to take
organisation.and cogitation
a break from configuration,

and take a look at a handy
product that. although it doesn't really
need a whole page's worth of review,
deserves some recognition. The item in
question is Ckisteiner's three button
400dpi mouse.

Looking Just like the onginal Mega
mouse, this one fits nicely into the palm of
your hand and comes equipped with one
more than the usual number of buttons.
But what is the point of having a third
mouse button?

For a start there are actually several
programs that use a third mouse button
including Directory Opus. Hisoft's
DiskMagic, and many other directory
managers. But in addition to these
programs there are a host of PD and
shareware utilities that are either
specifically geared towards using the
middle mouse button, or have middle
mouse button functions built into them.

Some examples that spring to mind
include our CoverDisk item MultiCX which
lets you use the middle mouse button to
cycle screens, which is much easier than
the left Amiga-m combination or going up
to the top-right corner of a big screen.
Most of the other big commodities will
also have some provision for MMB screen
cycling or multi-file selection, where
Instead of having to bold down the shift
key you use a mouse button.

Commodities like YAK have so many
items to configure you could probably do
with a 23 button mouse! Finally, the
Gasteiner three button mouse also comes
with a nice long lead and you cant beat it
for value at only E 12.95.

Also groovy this month is the latest
version of the aforementioned MultiCX.

Now I can throw away even more of the
commodities I have in my WBStartup
drawer thoorayl down to only 161
MuloCX now replaces AssignWedge,
offering the by now familiar 'Retry. assign.
mount, deny. cancel' options to the
'Please insert volume 13inloBonks in any
drive' requester. MultKX also replaces my
much4oved NewEcht commodity by
letting you paste copied text into text
fields Other Improvements include the

Virus a ler t !
It doesn't seem like John Veldthuis
ever sleeps. No sooner have you
got round to downloading v6.56 ol
his superb VirusChecker program,
there's another  version out.  This
time it's 6.57 and it's angry. Well,
possibly not,  but  i f you want to
ensure that your hard drive is safe
from even the newest viruses then
get this. More than anything, this
release fixes bugs fr om ear l ier
versions but  i t  does cover  4 9
different viruses and their relatives.

In a 51ight (hang o to our normal programming,
Frank ford fPUIPW5 5omething
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IM ultiCX's now improve d Workbe nch t it le  ba r include s wha t  ch ipsot  you a re  na ming.

to ta l s  to r  C hip  a n d  F a s t R A M ,  w i t h  p e r c e n ta g e s  u s e d  a n d  th e  n u m b e r s  a t  ta s k s ,
libra rie s a nd scre e n curre nt ly in use

Downloading
Mul t i a
ftp //sic doc , ic ac. uk/arninet/util/cdity/mcx20b .1ha
ASLPatch
ftp://src. docicac. ukiamme t/uti I/161/as i_v42 .0.1ha
VirusChecker v.6.57
flu //src. doc .ac. utiaminetiubl/virusNChck657 AN]
PicSoot

rather nifty WBTitte too/type which gives
you full information in your Workbench
utlebar The last three rather cryptic items
refer to the number of tasks, libraries and
screens you have running. The 'About'
Project menu item in Workbench has also
had a facelift with new reboot and flush
buttons and more complete system
information including processor type. etc.
Hopefully there will be enough room on
this month's CoverDisk to put on both this

34944 bytes

114061 bytes

129629 bytes

ft plist doc 'cat. ulciaminet/util/boot/PicBoot 3 9 2 0 3  bytes

Set how your syste m re que ste rs look with  ASL Profs. Unfortuna te ly,  the re  is stile  -
no w a y  o f  m a k i n g  th e  fo n t  p r e v i e w  w . n o l o w  in  th e  fo n t  r e q u e s te r  a ny  b igge r .
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and the next program I want to tell you
about. T h e  next program is actually a
patch to the ASI.nbrary that comes with
Workbench 3.0 or 3.1. It won't work if
you have an older version of Workbench,
and the authors haven't tested it with a
processor more humble than a 68020, so
there's no guarantee it will run on a
68000-based machine. This patch gives
added functionality to the three requesters
ASL provides, namely the standard file
requester, the fonts requester arid
screenmode requester.

Changes are made using the provided
Mill-based preferences program and you
can set such things as having the
requesters centred on your mouse, Me
active window or screen, or at the top-left
corner of the active window or screen.
You can also make sure the file requester
puts the directories at the top of the file
list, rather than at the bottom which
always seemed strange to me.

Lastly, but not least, a boot utility was
brought to my attention when trawling
the net for stuff for a CyberVision card
The utility in question is designed to show
a picture instead of that boring black
screen as Workbench loads. The utility is
caned Pic Boot and it handled pretty much
every1FF image I threw at it loading 1024
x 768 images in the blink of an eye.
thanks to the accompanying UnPackilBM
Cool which decompresses 1FF picture files,
making them load a lot faster.

PicBoot is equally at home on an ECS
or AGA machine or on a machine that has
an IZTO graphics card like the CyberVision
or Picasso. It will fade in the picture and
fade it back out once Workbench is
loaded . C . . q  •

The bottom line

Product: MegaMouse Plus
Suppler: Gasteiner
Tel: 0181-345 6000

Price: E 12.95



Attention Dealers
Ring/Fax Now for best trade prices and terms
on Repairs, Spares, Floppy Drives, Hard Drives,

CD Rom Drives and Memory Upgrades.

▪ FAST TURN AROUND.
•  MANY REPAIRS DONE WHILE-U-WAIT!!.

(AMPLE PARKING)
-ow 9 0  DAYS WARRANTY ON ALL REPAIRS.
▪ E 2 0  EXTRA CHARGE FOR A600/Al2000.

SAME DAY REPAIR SERVICE.
-  500/A20001A30001A4000 E Q U O T A T I O N
- 0 P1CK-UP SERVICE FOR REPAIRS O NL Y E6•00 + VAT

60Mb  E 6 9 . 9 5  8 5 M b
80Mb  £ 8 9 . 9 5  1 7 0 M b

M E M O R Y  U P G R A D E S
A500

A500+
A600

Al 200

Upgrade to 1 Meg 1  I  Upgrade to 1 Mcgwith clock

I Upgrade to 1.5 meg

7 —
U p
g r
a d
e  
t
o  
2  
M
e
g  
1  
r  
U
p
g
r
a
d
e  
t
o  
I  
h
t
e
S

with clock

336041 PFLI + Crystal

OIMITAR D R  D 1 v E

R E P * ,  R S
WHILE-1111-WAIT! !
C O M P U T E R S  &  M O N I T O R S

N E W  L O W  H A W  r i t i L t
On A500, A500+, A600 & Al200£49.95

Including NEXT DAY DELIVERY (if picked up by us) by
Courier Service when despatched back

2.5" HARD DRIVES FOR A600/Al200

All hard drives are pre-formatted, partitioned with workbench loaded, and come with 2.5" IDE cable + software
2.5" IDE Cable + Software E9.95

Upgrade to 2 Meg

. L 3 9 . 9 5

SPECIAL
INTRODUCTORY PRICE
INCLUDING SQUIRREL

SCSI INTIRFACE

E 9 4 953 4 0 M b E 1 6 9 95
. E 1 1 9  95 5 1 0 M b  E 2 4 9  95

INTERNAL FLOPPY DRIVES
A500 £ 2 9 . 9 5  A6 0 0 . A1  200  L 3 4  95

CHIPS +  SPARES + ACCESSORIES
Kla5tst ROM V1.3. E A  95 WOO PTO:CSSat
(ICistert ROM V2 04 L 2 9  95 6570 KeMward Chip
.:.cistart ROM V2 05  . . .  ...E99.95 Mouse (290dpi)
MOO/A5004 Keyboard £ 4 9 . 9 5  SCAET Lead.
A606•A1 L 5 9  95 Meuse tml
Pcmer Supply for A500A6COM1200 £99.95 10 bored branded disks +

E24 95 Printer Cable
NCI 95 100 Disk Box
- • 9 95 SCILIIITei SC9 Inteitace

meg Farm' . . . . . .
_ meg Fatter A9nus .....
deo DAC (A1903)

Ela
£19
El4C
1

G U A R A N T E E D  S A M E  D A Y  D E S P A T C H
(SUBJECT T O  A V A IL A B IL IT Y )

' I *  , 6269.9E
X - L I N K  W i t h  Cables, Power Supply+  G P  Fax So f t w a re  1 4 . 4 k  . 6 1 3 9 . 9 5N-Comm Software
M O D E M S  BAST  Approved f o r  Ami g a s  M U  . L 2 4 9 . 9 5

Open Mon-Fri 9.00am • 6.30pm, Sat 9.00am - 5.00pmANALOG Analogic Computers (UK) Ltd

A N A L O G I C  Unit 6
1 A s h w a y  
C e n t r e ,  
E l m  
C r e s c
e n t  
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L O G I C  Kingston Upon Thames, Surrey KT2 6HH F a x :  0181 541 4671
*  pr i ces mclude VAT *  Ail pnces subject to change without notice *  fixed charge for repair does not irclude disk drreeikeyboard

* We teSeTVE the right to refuse arrY repair *  P&P crenes E.3•50 by Royal Mail or E.6 00 + VAT for courier *  Please allow 5 wdriong days for cheque clearance
da
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the LightWave interface, one
of the most important

elements in the LightWave
repertoire is its ability to employ ARPIEK in
the form of dedicated macros. In the early
days, macros were almost entirely Modeler
oriented, however the latest generation also
provide add-on power to Layout in addition
to the traditional automated modelling
tools

At the forefront of the new breed is a
new collection from Hester and associates.
Following in the footsteps of Power Macros,
the new Plug-Ins and Got collection offers a
similar, if more basic collection of tools To
make up for the slight lack of technical merit
n relation to Power Macros, Plug-Ins and
GO hit back with 53 macros as opposed to
the 16 on offer from Power Macros.

Perhaps the best way to clarify the
difference between the two is that Power
Macros offer a design special effects
collection - explode and shatter being
classic examples - while the Plug-in range
offers a more utilitarian approach.

Aside from the disk containing the
macros. you also receive an excellent 100-
page manual plus a second demo disk
which highlights the finer points of the
collection. The quality of presentation is
generally excellent throughout the package.
a classic example being the manual placing
icons alongside each macro description to
denote as area of expertise - namely,
creative, modifier, calculation information or
special feature, layout related, motion
related, object related or text related
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the manual further enhances ease of use
by following up the basic macro type with a
list of icons which denotes what they do
and will need in order to implement the
chosen macro For example, the macro may
affect the entire layer or just selected items.
or perhaps it requires a background layer or
an empty spare layer.usEn-rnitnoty

Installation is also a breeze, courtesy of a
direct import of the entire collection via
models direct command option. Better still,
once installed the macros are shown in the
same order as they appear in the manual -
fairly simple but nevertheless a very
welcome user-friendly addition.

As mentioned earlier, the macros on offer
break down into a number of specific
categories Given the available space
mentioning each in tom is impossible, so
highlight my personal favourites in each
category.

In the auto modelling department the
top three include Modify to sphere or cube.
quick convert, and quick move. The first
option is, in tact. two separate macros, but

A  plug for  Plug-Ins
As mentioned, Layout macros are an important part of any modeler collection. And true
to loon Plug-Ins does as bit with macros which import entire scenes into modeller, add
multiple lights to selected points, automate multiple batch rendering of scenes, and of
Mine the all important targeting of one object to another over an entire arm or a user-
defined number of frames.

Overall. the Plug-In collection is excellent, although it does suffer from the odd filler to
make up the numbers. However, the really useful additions are exactly that Assuming
you've got to make a choice between Power Macros and Plug-ins. I'd definitely opt for
the latter.

as you'd expect they essentially do the same
job. However, for anyone looking for means
of morphing between basic objects arid
complex structures it's an invaluable
addition.

The next modelling must is the invaluable
quick convert option. Although not as
immediate as the morphing macro, it does
offer a means of converting or automatically
scaling objects from millimetres to metres or
even kilometres - particularly useful for
blending elements from existing scenes.

Quick move is another classic example of
a utility macro, which moves all the selected
points in the layer to a new user-specified
portion. Again not spectacular, but
nevertheless extremely useful on occasion_

Next comes the calculation macros. Here
you could probably obtain the same
information with the aid of a little thought
and a calculator, but why bother if Plug-Ins
will do the hard work on your behalf. In this
particular genre my favourites include
calculate time and calculate render time.
The former generates the total number of
frames needed to cover a specific period,
for example I minute 23 seconds
translates to 2015 frames.

Creation tools are the next element in
the equation, and it must be said the
weakest link in the Plug-Ins chain. The only
noteworthy macros are the create
lightning and create star options, with the 7
Eformer generating random lightning
objects for import into layout while the
latter provides a simple means of
designing mule-point stars.

The big disappointment in this section is
the fact that they repeat many of the basic
options available via LightWave 5 numeric
iriput options.

Special feature macros otter a fairly

e xa mple s o f
Urn. line r points
via  the
inwrossivo
dame d isk

A m i g a  C o m p u t i n g
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unique range of tools including automated
LightWave configuration, and quick macro
generation. The first provides a means of
adjusting the LightWave/Modeler config
files on-lone, while the second offers a real-
time macro option which tracks your
actions and then generates a completely
new custom macro from them. In addition,
there's a more involved macro generator
which allows you to select from blocks
of pre-set code and build a macro
step-by-step_

Next comes motion control, with
highlights such as curve to motion and
motion to curve, which as you've probably
guessed converts and saves either sketched
paths or motion files ready rot loading
directly into either Layout or Modeler -
again, relatively simple tasks now with
added automation
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The bottom line
Supplier Hester and associates

13032 Copenhill Road
Dallas

Tx 75240-5302
Tel: i214l 991-PLUG

Price $99-99



B i g  Limited

Stereo speaker version £129.95
Desktop version £99.95
Tower version E99.95
Carriage £12.50

Ste reo  sp e a ke r  ve rsio n 0 2 9 .9 5
De skt o p  ve rsio n E299.95
To w e r ve rsio n E299.95
Ca rria g e £12.50

The Storage and System Design Specialists T e l  +44 01525 211327 ited

Multimedia PowerStation options for all Amigas
PowerStation Specifications:-

46ommoalE.--,

-
1. 200 watt power supply for complete Power Systems.
2. Good looking hogh quality steel construction
3. Five  drove bays. various mounting configurations
4. Ideal monitor stand and cables slide underneath.
6. High speed Squirre l SCSI2 interface from Hiso ll
6, Dual speed. h ighly CD32 compatible CD-Rom drive
7. Power and Hard Drive  LED's
S. Future expansion potential.
9. Low cost  when compared to single drove cases.

10. M ix CDRom and Amiga audio outputs thru speakers
11. Computer speed indicator, 2 speed switchable
12. D OES NOT VOID WARRANTY

Rave reviews in all Magazines

Tower Version

PowerStation pack Prices
I n clu d e s 2  x  SC SI  C D R o m  +  Sq u ir re l

The Greatest Drive since the
Model T Ford

!Limited Supply!
Internal Drive Unit
650Mb Cartridge
External Case

Well the wait is over and the future has arrived in the
shape of the new Panasonic PD System SCSI Optical
drive. This unit is a Hybrid 650Mb, Quad speed CD-
ROM and Optical ReadANnte system. (Yes, you did
read that correctly!).

Now you can read all of your favourite CD Titles at
over 600Kb per second and by purchasing the low cost
650Mb cartridges you have 650Mb of storage space
always on line just like a conventional hard drive

1110)111
10
•71

E599.95 inc. VAT
E49.95 inc. VAT
E59.95 inc. VAT

Samsung New "M" Range Monitors
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SCSI Interface

*Copy r ight Heal? r aw

Need we say more £54.95 +P&P

The new Samsung V  Range  monitors are only tor
the se rious Am iga  u se r T h e y wo rk a t  above the
frequency range o f  the Amigas so  you need to run
in Double Pa l mode, but the d isp lay is the best you
will see from the largest monitor maker in the world

15" does not support DIRPal
15" Gle ..E329.95, 1 5
-  
G l i  . . . X 3
9 9 . 9 5

1 7
-
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17" Gil „„E649•95, 1 7 "  Glsi .1749.95
P&P £12.50

Soon to be made in the UK

Quad Speed vtraus Dual weed  (SCSII CDRom drives0_ Is Quad Speed the Future?
A. No. around the comer are the neetrulti Gigabyte CDRom drives.
Q. Is the extra speed useful'

A. In some circumstances, but most COI'k o p e d  to run in Dual speed.Q. What about very high quality -
A. Yes, 15 minutes worth. All V
Q. What do Hia know about
A. See the MultiMedia CDRo

All Prices include VAT
HiC) Ltd, Gable End, 2 The Square. Hockliffe. Bedfordshire LU7 9NE.

EMall address:- Compuserve 100432,711
Fax  01525 211328Tel  01525 211327

PowerStation Case Prices
Includes internal Audio & SCSI Cables

e t o r  150kb/a lot 70 minutes.
a Y
de ve lip  for companies like  Samsung.

!! HU.) STAR DRIVE BUYS!!
Al200 420Mb IDE
Only E124.95
Al200 540Mb IDE
Only f139.95
Al200 850Mb IDE
Only 1'189.95
MI drives formatted, and Magic Workbench plus PD
Software installed. Free fitting for personal callers.

Al200 Cable Pack E20
Post & Packing E7 (CityLink:

SCSI 3.5" Drives
Quantum 540Mb FireBall E 1 7 9 . 9 5
Quantum 840Mb Trailblazer E 2 2 9 . 9 5
Micropolis 2.1Gb AV drive E 7 6 9 . 9 5

COMING VERY SOON
Full blown S-Video quality digital Video
Recording, Editing and Playback system for
PowerStation users only.
Features:-

• Digital SVHS / Comp recording.
• Encoded SVHS / Comp Video Output.
• Full Digital Video Editing software includes

many high quality DVE effects.
• Upgrades Processing power.
• 16 bit Audio recording and Playback
• Includes Mpeg playback facility.
• Mpeg file creation software included.
• 1024 x 768 16 bit colour display.
• Add Panasonic PD drive for instant studio.

Prices from approximately El .500

Hi-Fi quality active stereo speakers
(suits  all Amigas)
Specifications:-
1. 80 watt active stereo
2. Built In amplifier
3. Colour matched
4. Volume, Bass and Treble
5. Exce lle n t  Ba ss  re sp o n se

Price only E39.95 P&P Ei

1151r



n recent instalments I've been
discussing a number of coding
approaches involving console device
control character sequences and by

last month, these had found their way into a
program that set up a screen form. This
allowed data to be entered and collected from
a set of predefined 'fields' on the screen. I
drew your attention to the fact that this
preliminary script used independent statements
for setting up and collecting data from each
field (see listing I) and hinted that there is a far
better approach available.

The trick, of course, IS to use stem-based
compound variables to represent field names,
row and column screen position co-ordinates,
and lengths of reply fields, and it is this
arrangement that I want to deal with this
month. A compound variable data table is
going to be used to store the values required
for the CursorWritell, Showlnputfield() and
CursorRead(' routines of the existing script.

Listing 2 shows the new data table and thc
key thong to notice is that the field numbers

FIELLCOUNTo7
f.l.niao.lormasei ;  f . i . f
,
1 0 ;  f .  •

• . l . l a
fl asaWinfl ielo: ' ;  1.2.r.10; f.2.
f.3.nomec'addrosi: ;  f.3.r.12; f.3.c.  ,
f.4.nale.' ' ;  f.4.r.14; f.4.co4;
f.5.naaa.' ' ;  f.5.r .16; f.5.c.4;

fa . L. f
1.3.l..37
1.4,1=31
f.S.I.37

1111

f . e . na m a
0
P os t c od
e :  
' ;  
f . d .
f .
1 1 ;  
f .
6 .
c .
4 ;

f.6.L.10 Listing 2 : The  ne w
f.l.nolie.'Iticalione:'; f . 1 . r
.
2 0 ;  f . l . c z a ;

f.7.1.10 styli*  compound
va ria ble  He ld de finHions

li

I t  l o o k i n g
good but . . .

Despite the improvements wi th this
month's script there is, however, still
one area that  provides a potential
trouble spot. I t concerns seine of the
static defi ni t i ons used wi thi n the
example code.  You'l l  noti ce that.
where pr ocedur es  ( I . e .  AFtexx
functions with their own symbol tables
and executi on envi ronments) are
being used, some items (for example,
(SC and a l l  have to be defined in
more than one place.

Despite procedural isolation being,
In the main, a  very good thing, the
fact that 'pseudoonstant definitions,
which are deliberately intended to be
global, are blocked and have to be
redefined wi thin each procedure that
uses them is unfortunate.  As always
there is a way around this difficulty.
but I'm afraid you'll have to wait until
next month to find out what it lit

Mu * b
r
a . S t

call Curscrarittirow_
call Cursofariteraii_
call Corsafarittlfoli_
call tufsorWfitetrom_
colt Cursoilriteraw_
ciii Cursoraritelfaa_
call Cursordrittiraw_
call
call
call
call
cell
colt
call

viadoo,10,4,f1ELDI
kiindok,10,3d,l1ELD?)

dirichra,14,4,FIELD4)
irloidda,16,4,FIELD5)
aindov,18,4,F11.06)
mindov,20,4,f1E107)

Show i n5utl i e l er ow _w i ndow , 10, a
4
tanoth(fi Ettl i tt,
16
)

ShoiladotrieldlroiLaindow,10Cattooth(FIEL
12
)al,?)
Satiminputfieldl raw_windov,12,a+leng8 if ill.D3)+1,31)
SbouleputFitiC raii_nindew,14,4+Linglii(FIELD4)+1,31)
StioNtripACit r e n _ e i n d o w , 1 6
•
4 + L e n g t E M L O S ) + 1 , 3
1
)

5tindiniNtileterme_gindev,10,4*Length(f 111.0610,10)
Shaatroputfittalria_iirodaidD,4•Lensti(littinti,10)

1 I
Wo rt b o o t t  ' r o w a n n  o d

now form part of the compound variable tails.
The immediate benefit here is that do/end type
loops can now be used to perform all forms of
setting up and data collection operations. For
example the field names and cleared reply fields
can now be produced using the code shown in
listing 3 Because these loop-based routines,
along with others that you'll find on this months
example script, can handle any number of field
items, this means that no matter how complex
a form definition you decide to use, these
routines will be able to handle it

Input data can also now be collected using
compound variables, with the contents of each
completed form, i.e. a complete input record',
forming part of a single compound variable set
(replyS.i) Needless to say this, compared to the
relatively simple approach used last month, is a
big improvement.

When you run this month's example (by
typing rx october_example at a Shell window) a
form pretty much the same as that used in the
previous instalment's code is produced
chose, incidentally, to keep the form description
the same in order to allow easy comparison
with the field definition approach used last

month. Underneath the surface,
however, you'll see that quite a lot of
code has changed, and as well as
implementing the compound variable
loop tricks already mentioned, some
preliminary code, to allow any number

Listing to La st month's
progra m e ffe ctive ly

treated e a ch fie ld  a s a n
independent ite m

Cuing In1J
S t e .  I S  •  • 1 1 0 1

P l e ase  s a f e
,  t a w  
S o l l e
a l a W  
M o
t o  
c a p
o P a
l l p
l

t e t t i o l a t  JS w r a m m d .  • 8 1 . 4
14 t o m  t e a l
SO W T O M
le MEMMENI

m i t e : i l l N M I •
I m m o !
be V i e  m i s t  t n  ( H I C O  M ftP t t i n t  I W N )

This
inonth's

script  d ispla y
ma y look much
like  tha t he m
Mat month,  but
underneath the
surface  a n
a wful lot  ha s
changstd!

of form 'records' to be stored. has been
added.

At the moment, however, all that happens is
that a 'dummy save routine gets called and, as
each record is selected for storage. the form
data just gets written back to the Shell window
las a sort of 'visible prompt' to confirm that
something is happening)! As the entenng of
each set of information is completed, the script
will ask if you want to store the current record
or not, and whether you want to enter further
data. All these things are achieved with fairly
mundane use of a CursorWhtel) routine using
these types of statements:

=NNW
call
Curoorldriteraw_windov,22,C,SCUEN_PROPPTS)
la.teadthifaii_windold,U
if Opper(0)...1' then call Savelataf)

Another improvement to be found on this
months offering is that if, at any time while
entering information, you want to scrap the
currently displayed data, you can now Just hit
the Escape key to clear the form and return to
the first data input Meld again. In order to do
this I've had to modify the CursorReadt) routine
so that it detects when The ESCape key is
pressed. Because of the way the routine was
designed. this was quite easy to do and simply
involved defining an ESC variable (as the value
'lax) and adding an additional ESC case to the
routine's SelectArlhen statements.

bisplayfore:
do lei to FIELI_COMIT
coil Curcoratite(raw_iiindow,f.i.f,f,i.c,f.i.naae)
trod

ttearfors:
do 1.1 to FIELO_COUNT
call
Showloputfieldirom_vindood.1.f,I.i.cflangthil.l.ma
1
ti.
1
, 1

i. i .L)
end
return

Listing 3 : Compound va ria ble s a llo w short loops
like  those  to ha ndle  a ny numbe r of forrn se tt ing

up a nd re a ding ope ra tions
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Pichsso I

Two extra parallel ports. •
The industry standard software solution ENVOY

£279.95

10Base-2 (Thin ethernet, coax cable) and 10Base-T (Twisted pair, western jacket). •
Socket for a boot ROM and 32Kb cache to support the CPU. •
SANA-11 compatible driver for ethernet and parallel port. •

EMPLANT BASIC £239.95 EMPLANT OPTION A (AppleTalk  ports) £279.95

EMPLANT OPTION B (SCSI) E279.95 EMPLANT DELUXE E299.95

PC e586DX MODULE E 99.95 A NA E 49.95

PICASSO II is the leading graphics card ler any Zorro based Amiga.
The Workbench emulation otters 256 colours, even on non•AGA
machines 'Requires 0S3.1) at resolutions up to 16000280.  Choose
colour depths including HiColour (16 bill and True Colour (24 bill No
"Chip PAM limitations a nd an in-built Amiga video pass-through
makes Picasso lithe best value graphics card around!

PABLO is the Video Encoder option tor Picasso II, expanding it with
two additional video pods, one standard Composite Sync Signal, and
one S-VHS (Y-C) compatible port. All PAL compatible video devices
can be plugged into Pablo, such as a colour TV or a video recorder.

Al these great new prices, there has never been a better time to
enhance your system to allow a 24-bit graphics capability!

Emplant

ARIADNE &  LIANA NETWORKS
Ariadne otters a simple but effective Network solution for any Zorro based Amiga.

ARIA ONE

Liana is the ideal solution for a quick, easy yet efficient connection between two
Amiga
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LIANA E  59.95

DOUBLER 4000 - 50MHz

REA TIVE PERFORMANCE ( Systnto V3.15 benchmarks )

DKRYSTONES
CPU MIPS
DISK 11BYTES/SEC

A4000.40
- A4 0 0 0 / 4 0
• A4 0 0 0 / 4 0

DOUBLER 4000 50804a ACCELERATOR

; 17,973
: 18.76
: 1 4 0

DOUBLER 4000
DOUBLER 4000 •
DOUBLER 4000

rSpecial  limited ofter i l
Free Photo WorX

nhotoCD software with
all 2Mb boards
,
lisually £49.95) _
. •
4

Picasso II 1Mb E 2 1 9 . 9 5
Picasso II 1Mb + 711Paint 2L ' 3 6 9 . 9 5
MultiMedia Picasso
-
lc 
0 6 9 . 9
5

Ftlitterson deliver the fastest satmo accelerator over lot me Amiga 4000040, setting a  new
breakthrough in price and performance The  new Doubter 4000 50 MHz 68040 accelerator
delivers aaess•the•board speed Increases tor a ll applications and system 'unctions. translakno
Into a sgnificani productivity gain

This powerful 'plug and play' accelerator is 100% hardware and software com ps
-
1 0 4 e ,  s i n c e  i t  s t i l l
uses a Motorola 60040 processor I t  oilers an affordable upgrade that makes sense. requiring no
special software. For a moderate price, users oat twice the processing power, yet retain MO% Oh
thew Amiga investment. No software upgrading. neconhouration or incompatibilities

The Doubler 4000 accelerator is an easy•lotinstell daughter board that simply r i
-
O a c e s  t h e  O S .

CRL: . 1  wt .! ,  SOMHz ' s c i  u . . I ' ,  of A n y o n e  who can MISR a  SIMM
can instal the Doubter 4000. Customers are supplied with photo•alustiaten tnstalabon instructiorvs
plus the necessivy extraction tool to perform the iftstailauen.

Simply putting a faster pcocessor into an Amiga does not help much unless the system can suppiy
enough data to keep it busy That is wily the Motorola 68040 contams a tame on-chip cache. This
cache frees the Doubler 4000 to work semi-indepandently of the Amiga memoty subsystem in
fact. 85% of the time Ma cache contains the data and instructions necesruy tor die Doubler 4000
to operate at lull speed.

The Doubter 4000 inckslas an on-chip math co processor. and will dramatically speed up any application - such as rendenng • that depends
on eaktentiona. It is  compk,lety reliable and system sate An  integral cooling system ensures  that the Doubler 4000 runs cooler and more
reliably al 50 MR-1/ than the original ornarssor

36_126
37.72
1-M

C219,95

Picasso II 2Mb
Picasso +  TVPaint 2
Pablo Video Encoder

Macintosh® Emulation Module

e5860X/SX Emulation Module

£249.95
099.95
£129.95

Emplant can be used with any accelerated Zorro base Amiga. With Macintosh and PC emulatim
modules, Emplant is the Amiga s only all-in-one emulation solution.

A full 'generre' Macintosh with the speed dependent upon your processor.
An 43000 is equivalent to a MAC lice A n  A4000 is equivalent to a Quadra 900
Support for up to 16 colours (non-AGA). 256 colours (AGA) or up to 24 bit colours using
third party video boards such as Picasso IL Cyber Vision, Piccolo S064, Retina etc.
Built in intelligent multiple fi le transfer for transfers between the Amiga and MAC.
Support for Amiga DOS devices. CD ROM. direct Scanning, MID) SyGuest. Printers.
Modems etc. Total compatibility through on-board SCSI interlace (Option B and Deluxe)
Full 8 -bit stereo sound. Requires Macintosh 11/11x/flot/SE30 256K ROMs (not supplied).
Supports all Floppy formats (Even 800K Mac drives with additional AMlA interface)

MDA, CGA. EGA, VGA, SVGA video modes (AGA ts required lot VGA/SVGA).
Sound, Joysticks, Floppy dnves, ArnigaDOS partitions, Extended Memory and morel
Print from Windows or DOS via Amiga parallel port,
Use CD ROM &tire with any Amiga sided CDROM drive.
Will run programs that require greater than a 286 processor.
Comes with both DX (FPO and SX (no FPU) versions.
Requires 4136 PC BIOS, not supplied.

Btittersaft are the exclusive European dis tributors  for Utilit ies Unlimited, prov iding a full technical support, upgrade and warranty service.

MAINACTOR BROADCAST
MainActor Broadcast is a completely new Animation program for any Amiga
052.04 or better

Over 20 Load/Save modules (AV!, BMP. DL. RI .  PLC. GIP, IFF. IFF-Anern3/5/7/8„'
-MEG. PCX. OtackTime.„) with AVI, QuickTime and JPEG support up to 24-bit
Index file tor faster reloading of animations and playback from Hard Drive.
Support for any graphics card for 24-bit as well as standard Amiga saeenmodes
Effects modutes to apply effects direct to animation (Text, Scroll, Scale, Rotate..)
19 Sound modules for sound/music playback incl. compressed (OctaMed, SM3)
in 8 and 16 voices.

• J o in in g ,  Convert. Split animations and autoswitch to optimal colour depth.
• A l lE X X - P o r t  for external control, and  support for MacmSystems multiptc
illASIACTOR BROADCAST M S S

Why not call our
support BBS or
visit our support
conference on

CIX?

glittersolt
6 Drakes Mews, Crownhill,

Milton Keynes. MK8 OER. UK
01908 261466 O r d e r s  Only
01908 261477 T e c h n i c a l  (1 oe pas - 4.
00 p e r S01908 261488 F a t
01908 261499 B B S  (24 Hou4

Oilier by AccessM sattella lS witch or Postal ordeffTheque
Credit cards attract a 2  5* . surchargn

Prices and spacilicatiom may change without notice All pi'e s
VAT it  is advisable to telephone In confirm pacing ilspeollicsix
availability before ordering E&OE. All trademarks eckeowi
ec EUROPEAN CUSTOMER ORDERS WELCOME

uKiEuRoPEAN TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME
email : plastid ectx.CoM pitink CO uk

Compuserve 100523.2224



he other day I saw a posting on CLX
heralding the 'new A4000T • It was
attnbuted to Alex Moor's Creative

Equipment International, an American company
who'd been involved in the bidding for the
Amiga before Escom finally snarled it up.

It was headed 7 July 1995 - FOR IMMEDIATE
RELEASE - and described how the A4000T
be positioned as a high-end video workstation.'
It goes on to describe it as 'a tower-based model
with the Motorola 68040 processor operating at
25MHz. Initial configurations are expected to be
6Mb of RAM and 540Mb hard disk. Introductory
pricing is set for a street price of US$3499 (El
will be offering different configurations •
Furthermore we realize that the price of the
A4000T is slightly higher than we all would
have wished. At the same token there is pent up
market demand

Now, knock me down with a feather but I
couldn't help taking this with a very big pinch of
salt. After all. (El didn't win the bid, but had
been making big noises that they were
confident of winning. They've been out of the
limelight for a while, so a message from (El
serves, if nothing else, to keep them on the map

° during these lean times.
Then came a contradictory message from

Gilles 13ourdin of Amiga Technologies GmbH in
Germany, dated I 4 July, which says that as yet
there have been no firm distnbution contracts or
agreements signed for Northern America, nor
have pricing levels been set for the A40001. So
just what is going on? Did CEI Jump the gun?
Did they dream this A4000T up themselves?

TURKEY
Let's look more closely at the spec No

monitor or CD-ROM is mentioned: the drive is
quite small by high-end standards - 6Mb of
memory isn't even enough to run that TV
favourite LightWave, and other crucial programs
such as Art Department Professional, ImagelX2
and Real 3D are all going to need more rnemory
for serious TV work.

On top of that it doesn't say whether the
A4000T will have any form of video output, so
an encoder card or good-quality genlockwill be
required. This A4000T looks like a machine
which is tailored to run something like Scala
MM400 rnot that I'm knocking MM400 - it's a
great application1 and not a 'real' video machine
after all.

And then there's the once - USS3499IEven
loosely translated into 1)01 currency that's around
E2 190. or [2600 including VAT - and not even
a monitor thrown in. Couple that with the
relatively slow lby high-end standards125MHz
040 processor and the only conclusoon I can
come up with is that (El have announced a real
turkey

A friend of mine has just bought a Pentium
90 PC costing around E2400. The price includes
a I Gb drive. 15" multisync monitor, I6Mb RAM,
sound card, 24-bit graphics card, speakers and a
quad-speed CD-ROMI And it runs LightWave like
a dream, knocking off a full overscan,
annaliased render with refraction and reflection
in a matter of minutes. In fact, when I phoned
him he was rendering the textures exam*  and
it took less than three minutes to do the
business. I can't see a 25MHz '040 even getting
dose_

Okay. his PC will need a few more add-ons to

11135Et in
uldealand

achieve full
video
compatibility, but,
unlike five years ago,
these extras are becoming
more and more accessible to PC
users. There's now a PAR card for the
PC. and genlocks, video processors,
framegrabbers and edit controllers are all readily
available. The A4000T will also need additional
hardware, which might include a PAR card and
a framegrabber. A 24-bit card would also be
very useful, plus all the bells and whistles
imemory. CD-ROM, monitor, big hard drive, etc1
which are no longer luxuries for serious video
producers and animators.

Now, let's hope that all this is theoretical, and
that the new A4000T will not only have
reasonably priced bundle options, but that the
base machine itself will not make a Pentium PC
or well•appointed Mac look even more tempting
than they already do. It's one thing relying on
the Amiga's video reputation to sell it but
Escom/Arniga Technologies are going to have to
come up with something really special to keep
video folks on their side.

After all, PC and Mac development continues
apace while Amiga R&D appears to have
ground to a halt, developers are still waiting to

be contacted by
Amiga Technologies,

and a new high-end
Amiga will still only be

playing catch-up with current
PC and Mac systems by the time it

hits the streets - unless some rapid
behind the scenes developments are

going on.
This is not a good state of affairs to

be in, even if you're the most rabid of Amiga
supporters. If I was in the market for a

video/graphics Amiga I'd want one which could
see off the competition, and at a sensible price.
I'd want a built-on video output which was at
least composite, preferably S-VHS or even bothj,
even for lesser machines such as the Al 200 or
rumoured A1300.

Until Amiga Technologies take a good hard
look at what Amiga users actually require for
high-end video applications and come up with
some solutions, I can only conclude that this
A40001 price and spec certainly isn't going to
cut it. For all our sakes, let's just hope that CEI's
message was low on substance and high on
hype. Only time. and Amiga Technologies, will
tea.

The s o u r c e
.Thanks to Jeff Walker of JAM for posting the

original messages on CDC
Gary Whiteley can be e-mailed as

drgazecix.compulinic cauk.
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T I F F Y I S C H  P D  Best value disks around
COMPILATION UTILITY DISKS
cuool,  CRUNCHERS VI: Imploder 4. Powerpacker, Stonecracker, + more.
C0002: ARCHIVERS VI: Compilation of the very best archivers.
CU003: WB TOOLS VI: Add Tools. Task control, Assign Manager, + lots
more.
CLI004: DOS TOOLS VI: Dos Trace, Powershell. Multidos, Snoopdos, +
more.
CU005: GRAPHICS VI: Gif, Imagelab, Model4D, Mpeg Player, View, + more
CU006; GRAPHICS V2: Minimorph, PPshow 4, SpiraDraw, Pic2Ansi, +
m o r e .
CU007: ICONS VI: Brush to Icon, Newicons.
C0008: ICONS V2: Iconion, lconmaster, iconpack. Swapcols.
C0009: WP + DIP VI: AmigaFox. Jed. TextEngine, Typist
CU010. BOOTUTILS VI: Bootjob. Fast Intro Maker, Bootintro, + more.
CUOI I: Al200 VI: Degrader, Midnight, Palettreq, Fakemem, Runshit, +
more.
CUM 2; DISK UTIL VI: Diskmate. Diskspare. Filemaster 2, Nelick 2. + more.
CU013: HD UTILS VI: Chopper, Kwickbackup, Qfind, S-Pack, TOM. +
more.
CU014: BUSINESS VI: Arnigadex. Cale. TeleBase, Database 2.3. QED, +
more.

SINGLE UTILITY DISKS
uool. AmigaBase V1.3. Good database.
0002; OctoMED V2. Best pd Music editor.
0003: Cartographer.
0004; Dice (A). C programming environment_
U005: Kingfisher 2 (A). Fish disk database.
0006: Hardware Hacks Vol I (A500 & ASOOP).
U007 Hardware Hicks Vol 2 (A500 & ilk500P),
U0011 BDG - Great guide to the Internee
0009: Viewtek - Good picture Viewer.
U010 Terrn V4 (3 Disks). Comms pottage.
UO1 Dynamite Fonts (7 disks) IFF Format_
0012: Exile fonts - more IFF fonts.
0013: Gelignite fonts - Yet more ff fonts.
0014: Optiatils (2 disks) - loads of utilities.
(A) z HD essential + archrved with Ma.

SINGLE AGA
GAMES
A001: Tetris Duel AGA.
A002: Motorola Invaders (2 disks).
A003: Hoi AGA Remy.
A004: Megaball AGA.

ALSO AVAILABLE:
Fred Fish I -  1000, Mods, Pits, Clipart
Fonts, Amos. + lots more.
SPECIAL PACKS:
Pack 01 (C0001-CUO20) .......
Park 02 (CG001-CG018) C 2 4 *

' No free disk offer or p&p

COMPILATION GAME DISKS
CG001: Amobea Invaders, Bobs Garden, Defender, Digger.
CG001 Croak. Dlux Galaga, Megaworm, Mouthman,
CG003: Arcadia. Bugblaster, Tanx, Zerberk.
CG004: Amigatration, Asteroids 2, Aztec Challenge. Missile Command.
CG005
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CG006: Cybernetix. Parcheese, Tankattack, Top Hat Willy.
CG007: Doody. Microbes, Mouse Impossible, Tettrix.
CG008: Dlux Pacrnan, Drip, Quickmoney.
CG009. Workbench Games Vol I (Too many to mention here!).
CGO1 0: Cow Wars. Descender. Hotair,
CGOI I: Artillerus. Paranoids. Wordsearch, Retchasketch.
CG012: Biplanes. Minesweeper. Dessert Dender, Exile.
CGO I Bridgeball, AmosCoinDrop, Clued°. Gammon_
CG014: Jumper, Airace. Euphorion, Video Poker.
CG015: Wipeout, 3D Tic Tac Toe, Dynamitewar, Octothello.
C C M :  Adventure. Cellest, Drivewars, Fleuch.
CG017: Galattoid, Imperial. Lines, WBrain.
CG018: Lothian, Blaster, Dr Mario.
SPECIAL PACK OFFERS -  You can get all these at less than 35p a game!
And the utilities at less than 25p a tide See box below for our great offers

SINGLE GAME DISKS
FOR ALL MODELS
G001: Dux Galaga V2.
G002: Overlander,
G003: Pengo 2.
G004; Reflection,
G005: Star Woids (2 Disks).
G006: Incinerator.
G007: Kill Those Little Doods.
G008: Last Refuge.
G009: Fighting Warriors.
GO D r  Strange.
GO II: Space Invaders IL
GO I 2: Catacomb.
G013: Blackdawn.
G014. MegaBall 3.
GO IS: Create Adventure Games.

ORDERING!
DISK PRICES:
Compilation disks £ 2 . 0 0  each
Single disks I-4 ..... 1 . 5 0  each
Single disks 5+ t  1.00 each
POSTAGE & PACKING:
UK please add 7 0 p  per order
WO RLDWI DE (min 2 disks)
please add 5 0 p  per disk
Please make chequesipostal orders
payable to D. TIFF and send to:101 Robin Hood Gdns.

Poplar.
London El 4 O HW

FREE!! Choose I free disk with every
10 that you order! REMEMBER that
some titles are more than I disk!!
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Fonts
Clipart
IFF Col
EPS
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(114) Fartiasy(27), Music(121 Peoplel73). Reegion(12)
Birds. Cars. Cats, Dinosaurs. Dogs, Fah Moises. LooKing, Music, Planes & Reptiles
Animals, Buildings. Computers. Food, Logos, M oe . People Transport. USA & Wend

I m a g e s  1 4 ,  I  E H a m  nevem avni IF= 7se
Arvenais Balloons, Blake7 Cars Conan Dragon Lance, Fantasy. Horses. Natural, Planes Racing,
Renders, Reptiles. SnowScenes. Space, Star Trak tIOSaiskeissi Trains, 67+mb or 756 x 566 Video
Backdrops In rFF te  & 256 ebilOur funnels
Other Stutl
All Pagestream3 updates lo version 3.011. Complete Oprevision2.3b update. Typesmith2 58 u p
-
Ja w
a-1 ilsihroo Pagestreern2 Demo, 15 really useful Utilibes arid heaps of °trier stuff' •

Pha s e l P R E  R ELEA SE OFFER ...E19 .99  + pp...oN ORDERS RECEIVED BEFORE 8th SEPTEMBER
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Nen the versatility of almost all
synthesizers. you might well imagine
that it would be quite easy to

produce drum/percussion accompaniment by
just selecting suitable drum sound voices. In
fact, it isn't quite that straightforward because.
set up in the conventional way, a multi-timbral
synth would only be able to play one voice
group setting per channel, So even if you only
wanted a bass drum, a snare, open and closed
hi•hats, a couple of tom-toms and a cymbal.
you'd still use up seven Midi channels and
a large Clunk of your multi-timbrai
capabilities.

The solution to this difficulty was
solved years ago and involves a slightly
different arrangement whereby all
percussion events are sent on just one Midi
channel with the note value being used to
indicate which particular drum/percussion
voice should sound. Now, newer synthesizers
often have facilities like these built in lusually
on Midi channel 101 but many older
instruments will not, and the best thing to do
in these cases is add a separate 'drum machine'

•  to your Midi set up.

50PHISTICHTED 5011005
Drum machines nowadays are quite

sophisticated and often use sampled (i.e.
digitised real percussion sounds) as opposed to
synthesized sounds, and even the pitch and
volume of indNidual drum's voices may be
altered Loads of preset rhythm patterns will
also be provided, many of which will make
good starting points for creating your own
percussion tracks.

When you start a drum machine playing
you'll not only hear the percussion sounds via
its audio connections but the unit will be
transmitting Midi data as it plays. The messages
transmitted may include start/stop information,
timing clocks, and the drum-note data itself. Of
course, the reverse procedure also applies and
if the drum machine is sent Midi data it will

fire 111111 mi55ing
the beat?

play the
appropriate percussion voices.

As far as the recording of percussion tracks is
concerned, it is much the same as recording
ordinary synthesizer data. You start the unit
playing and just record the Midi data
generated at the Midi Out terminal. There is,
however, one thing that you do have to bear
in mind - you must not transpose drum
channel data Since specific drums and
percussion instruments are represented by
particular Midi notes. arty change in these note
values would change the actual percussion
voices being played.

The effect of inadvertently transposing a

Tricks o f  t h e  t r a d e
It is sometimes said that drum machines can produce monotonous drum parts. They can - but
this is almost always due to how the drum patterns were programmed in the first place. The
big question w h a t  can you do about it and, most of the time, it  comes down to attention
to detail. A common problem is getting the accents right on hi-hat parts. Some accent pads
have limited capabilities -  even though the drum machine may be fully velocity sensitive via
Midi, In these cases. it's usually best to drive it from a touch sensitive keyboard but you'll find,
by experimenting, that a lot can also be done by editing the data using your sequencer_

Its been recognised for some time that if you take a perfectly quantised drum pattern arid
marginally alter the position of the snare drum, i e. pull it back or push it forward, then the
whole 'feel o f  the pattern can change. You can do this sort of thing quite easily via most
sequencers simply by recording each drum on a separate track and adjusting the individual
start positrons.

As well as altering the feel of a drum pattern track, you can 'thicken up' weak sounding
drums by taking the drum track lor a part of it), duplicating it onto a second track, shifting it
along by a small time interval, and playing the resulting tracks simultaneously. Done selectively
it can be very effective, especially when using hard-left/hard-right stereo panned sound
outputs.

All these sorts of tricks come with practice and most users find that, within a few weeks of
starting to use a drum machine, they are getting excellent results. Yamaha and Roland drum
machines are available at quite reasonable cost, and with many shops offering second-hand
units at bargain prices nowadays, it's never been easier to add extra percussion facilities to your
Midi set up. If you don't believe me, take a walk down to your focal music shop and set what's
on offer yourselff

The e ddttion osi a  drum ma chine  to  an
Amiga  se que ncing sittup 1 l I  open

many cre a t ive  doors tor the  musicia n

drum part wilt on playback, sound disastrous
- recorded bass drums might turn into
cymbals. the snare drum might vanish, and the
overall effect is invariably to make the
drum/percussion track sound almost
unrecognisable. Obviously, it is something that
is easily fixed by re-transposing the data back
into Its original key ffhus restoring the original
note values). Some Amiga sequencers hike Dr
Ts KCS) allow you to 'protect' a specified Midi
channel from transposition and this is very
convenient because it allows you to carry out
all normal transposition operations knowing
that the note values of the drum/percussion
data inside your drum tracks will not be
altered.

Drum machines land integral synthesizer
percussion facilities come to that) vary
enormously in the number of different
percussion sounds they can provide.
Unfortunately, poor to General Midi, there was
little standardisation between different
manufacturers as far as which note numbers
represent which drum sounds. The note,
which on one drum unit plays a crash cymbal,
could well produce a 'High Bongo' sound
when sent to another machine. Needless to
say, this is something which many users just
have to live with and it really only causes
major problems of you are using material that is
either intended for, or created by, someone
else who is using a different drum machine.

As far as creating suitable drum patterns is
concerned, the situation for the beginner is
very good indeed. Firstly, you'll be able to use
the rhythm patterns and styles available on the
percussion unit itself. Secondly, you'll find that
local music stores will stock a number of books
which provide details of popular and useful
drum patterns written in easy-to-understand
'block notation' style.

A m i g a  C o m p u t i n g
O C T O B E R  1 9 9 5

If 'lour
euisting
limiga Midi
5Pt UP is
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per(ussion
department
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know I've argued about this before,
but 'Net usage is expensive. A lot of
stupid companies who don't pay for

their phone bills are rushing onto the Net with
Web sites and inviting us to send our cash
down the phone to pay for goods and services.
No way! Think about It. These admittedly
brilliant sites I've mentioned here can cost you
a couple of quid to visit even if you visit them
at off-peak times It's a pricey business, even
with all the good deals that phone companies
are flinging your way these days to get your
money.

Obviously, faster modems would be a
bonus, and for frequent Net access, or if you
are a 'Net hack like me, then a 28,800 baud or
even ISDN is a definite good idea. Okay, so you
shell out mote initially, but the savings in 'Net
time are enormous. You have to be very careful
when you get fast Net access though. because
Ft might mean you spend a bit longer online
than you should, and you just download
bigger files IIt's a bit hke real life where your
expenditure expands to fill and even exceed
the available budget)

So to help you enjoy your 'Net life more and
• avoid those scary phone bills, here is my live-

point plan for more efficient Netting •

WorldCam
http //www.ovd corn

One of the most interesting things
about the Net is its Netearns, that
is to say video cameras which
relay almost live into from their
location to you via the Web The
most impressive collection of
these cams is WorldCam.
WorldCam has also compiled a list
of the best Cams from around
the world, including The
Fakon Cam at Calgary
University. The Incredible FrshCam
la fish tank). FogCam and the
amazing wearable WebCam - a
camera attached to someone who
has a wearable Net-based
computer so you see what they
are doing

Batman Forever
http.//vvviAiv batmanforevercom/

The web site for the new Batman
film, out now, and very tab it is
too The site has pictures, sounds
pre via Real Audio if you have a
PC-based 'Net program running
On your Empl,mtl and moms for
you to watch. It also has some
very nice Knot. tricks, like
animated logos.

lief
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t ,

n e t  1055
I .  Get the fastest modem you can buy, beg or
steal. The more rapid transfer rate between you
and the host machine will mean faster access to
the Internet. especially useful for graphics-
intensive Web sites,
Z. On-line so much people can't get you on the
phone? Get another phone line for your 'Net
access or better yet, get a beeper like the one I
have t he  Mototota Lifestyle Plus It costs E80
and after that there is no charge. People pay
just 20p a time when they dial up a premium
rate line and tap in their phone number. It's cool
gadget too, and makes people on trains think
you are a doctor.
3. Use a stopwatch. When you log on start the
timer and keep looking at it Try to limit your

N e t  watch
MGM/UA Lion's Den
hap riwww mgmua torn/MGM/I
rhclex hrrrif

-

1)-aErf _rainkow4§1,1-.1- ---J
The MGM/United Mists home
page. with details of all their
recent filmage For example
Goldeneye, the new Bond Film,
At the time of writing there
weren't any pictures. but there
was a sneak preview. Presumably
this is because the film is in
production and it needs more
doing to it before you can really
get a look at any sets Of anything.
Nso, there are details about
Species, which rs a new spooky
film with bags of special effects
about a new type of human.
which of course goes haywire
and kills everyone, in the grand
old tradition. There's also lots of
stuff on the new Tank Girl movie.
starring Lon Petty

S o n y  P i c tu r e s  E n t e r t a i n m e n t

l i n i n e  P a g e

nup://wspesonyconVPicume
s/index.hlmi

Access to Sony's Entertamment
network, including their movies
through Sony Pictures. All the
upcomong features are here like the
excellent The Net' Ono relation to
the awful BBC series' stamng
Sandra Bullodc the most excellent
*Johnny  Mnenioi s tamng Keanu
Evil Ted' Reeves, and other
bonuses kke 'First Knight' with Sean
Connery and Richard Gere. Oh,
not forgetting Julia Ormond... ooh,
how could I forget

Buena Vista MoviePtex
http://www.disneycom/

The very graphics-heavy Buena
Vista Pictures site has now moved
to the Disney site, It used to be
Out On as own but it's been

browsing to half an hour a day, especially if
you're logging on before 6pm.
4. Save frequently_ Save the text of pages if
there's a lot to read, either as text or HTML. Read
offline as often as possible. It's easy to forget
you are connected to the phone when you are
reading something interesting.
S. Do what you've got to do and get out of
there Its easy to roam around the Web when
you are bored, and it's just as easy to not really
have any aim in mind. The Web rs a tool, and
okay, its quite good fun too, but it should be
used carefully. So don't just wander around the
Net burning up cash. Look for something, find

note any interesting LIRLs on the way, but get
out quick.

absorbed into the controlling
company's Web activity. All you
need to know about the new 13V
releases, including the new Judge
Dredd picture with Sylvester
Stallone.

Paramount Pkttwes
hftp:/ANwwparamount corn/

At the Paramount site you can get
a preview of scenes from Michael
Crichton's new film Congo, Mel
Gibson as Braveheart and sneaky
previews of the new Star Trek'
Voyager TV series (corning soon to
a video store near you.)

MCA/Universal Cybeswalk
http://www.mca_comi

The MCA/Universal site was one of
the first movie companies on the
Web, and it shows by its slick
presentation. The site has previews
of Tom Hanks in Apollo 13, the
$200 milhon Kevin Costner film
Waterworld, and also Sptelberg's
Casper. the friendly ghost

A m i g a  C o m p u t i n g
O C T O B E R  1 9 9 5



C O L O U R  K I T S  for M O N O  P R I N T E R S
Ever washed you'd taught a colour porter instead of a mono one? Wouldn't it be nar loped out pictures to colour? Now you cm with Amiga TlexiKelor Kit'. Each Amiga fletoKolor kit comm curnpkte with everytt
need to pant in colour. including superb kaltware, The colour kit is simple louse, the ribbons- fit exactly the same way as your black ribbons so it will not alfKt your guarantee_ Also on all models loted below paper
is automatic, you do not lute to manually align_ PRINTS AS GOOD AS COLOUR PRINTER If your printer O. not listed bekiw please phone Anuga Flodolor kris for Star LCIO, 1C20. all Star 24 Pin [ 'maw,

illaTI24, Epson PX80„ RICO, LIZIKO etc Citizen 1K10-
,
, N ' E C  P b .  P t +  
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large range
of printer
ribbons &

reloads
always ins

NO MORE BANDING!
NO MORE WHITE LINES!
COLOUR GRAPHICS LIKE
YOU'VE NEVER SEEN BEFORE!
Yea it s true the nen Renl 3 will remuve band tog a
relief ham from die matrix & bobblert printer. N i
!morn have low quality on your printer.
011
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* Etalanced ordnd for pirture enhancement *  klext area to be
pruned *Select we to be printed *  Page cordate *  Colour sieve
* la  correction *  Automatic palm mode (or larger than A4
*Comma ca ne r
-
bon *  
* O c t  
f o r  
c o l o
u r  
l e t t
e r h e
a d s  
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*  
C o
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wparattori *  Now web 4nh-dttiMing to rerwme loggLsi edges *  Large
Loge c4 dithering (dot patteml Variable  level ot dungling to iota%
remove banding and whale lim  *  Colour cataklue tuea
-
tion
pulls miniature oil each picture configuration between I-H arrosayou
*Suitat4e for Cittzen Epson. Hewlett Packard, NEC, ranaaonic,
.Fetkasha. Sear and 'Mt about any dot manta ur
luetier primer
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urcIADE MEAUX s.i.P TO MAWR 'I,t,5 3.
ONLY DLO INC'. % I A S T I I

SPECIAL RE-INK
For I'.1...L.honic Printers. Star LC/Jx) 9 pm Epson 1,,Q100, Oki
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INKJET REFILLS
For: HP DESKIET 500, 510, 520, 550, 500C, 550C, 560C-
EPSON STITLIS 800, 1000. CANON BUBBLEJET BC-01,
13110E/EX/SX, I1CO2, 131200, BD 30, 131300, 131330,
OLIVETTI 1P150, 250,350. CITIZEN PROJET,

3 Refill Kit 60m1 pure black 0 3  99
6 Refill Kit 120ml purr black 1 1 6 . 9 9

CANON BIC 600, BIC 400
10 Refill Kit 60m1 pure black . C 8 . 9 9
20 Refill Kit 120ml pure black C 1 6 . 9 9

TRICOLOUR REFILL KITS FOR H.P. DESKJET RANGE
Canon RIC600, 131C4000 etc. 10 Refills of Yellow.
Magenta & Cyan 181Mil  , £ 2 4 9 9
Print Head Recovery Fluid for unblocking
n 0 1 7 ICS 0  9 i

Important
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are specially formulated to match the Printer and NOT a
general purpose ink

BLACK PRINTER RIBBONS
Don't throw Away your plastic printer ribbon cases when the rib-
bon wears out lust take the top off, take out the old ribbon and
reload it with a new one.
Cities Swift/ ABC i 12005 black reloads L 9 . 9 9
Star LCI0/20/100 5 black reloads . 1 4  W
Star Lr,,4 Range 5 black reloads  „  1 9 . 9 9
Seikosha 19031201/SL95/% 5 black reloads ______19.rea
Epson FX80/14)&10 Range 5 black reloads ___...._........„..._01.95

Am i  •a  C o m p u t i n g

COLOUR PRINTER RIBBONS
Don't throw away your plastic printer ribbon cases when the ribbon
wears out. lust take the top off, take nut the old ribbrat and reload it
with a new one. Ifs simple. Full lobtructians supplied.Reloads no.
Star 1,(200 9 Pin 4 Colour (Normal ink)

I Reload - l3.49 _ 5  Reloads - m.95
Star 24 Pin 4 Colour (Normal Ink)

I Reload' T659  5  Reloads - 129,95
&bin Swift/ABC 4 Colour Normal Ink)

I Reload - . . . .  _5 Reloads C29.95
Seikosha 5I-95i96 4 Colour (Normal Ink)

I Reload -1.6.99  F z i o a d s  - t29_96
Paaasonaz 100'21f41/ 2123 2135
4 C o l o u r  
N o n i t a l  
I n k I

Reload - fii99  R e l o a d s  - t29.95
Ink ritlamss also available in Gold. Silser, Magenta. Orange, Purple.
Brown. Green, Blue. Red for a wide range of printers,

T-SHIRT PRINTING RIBBONS
PRINT ON NORM Al PAPER IRON ON T-SHIRT

4 Colour Citizen Swift C 2 9  95
4 Colour Citizen Swift (Reload) ...____ ........ ..-____....114.95
4 C010111 Star ICIO 1 1 4  9S
4 Colour Star IC200 9 Pin _ 1 1 9 . 9 5
4 Colour Star LC200 9 Pin (Reload). L I  295
4 Colour Star IC200 24 Pin . . .  ... . .  E29.95
4 Colour Star 24 Pin (Reload)  1 1 4  95
I Colour Star LCIO   E 1 1 . 9 5
I Colour sur LC2009 PM ,_ -  . .  —  ... _ 1 1 1 9 5
1 Colour all Star 24 Pin 1 1 1  95
I Colour Epson P X 1
93
/
1
-Q
400
/  M X
8 0
-  . . . .
.  
- - - - - - -
-
1 1 1 - 9 5

I Colour Epson L.X80   . - C 1 1  95
I Colour Epson EX100, ---.  ........ _...., ..... ..,...._..—.C11,95
1 Colour Panasonic 10CP 1080  1 1 1 . 9 5
Heal transfer Pens 5 large red/orange/yellow/green/
blue. Large pens have a marker size nib .,. .......114.95 a set
Heat transfer Pens5 small red /orange Yellow/green/
blue. Small pens have a fine nib.. ,  C12_95 a set

How to order' Enclose cheques ,TO made payable to; CARE ELECTRONICS or use V i s a

CARE E L E C T R O N I C S
Dept AMC, 15 Holland Gardens. Garston, Watford, Herts, W02 6JN Fax: 01923 672102

ORDER LINE ON 01923 894064
A L L PRICESINCLUDEVATANDCARRIAGE
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Plcome back. Let's hope you have
the rest of the program typed in by
now, as we are going to give you

the rest of the Screen Info program by Graham
Moody. All set? Right let's get going.

As we said last month this is a screen into
program which loads a screen and gives you
info about it The author describes its usage
thus:
'Here is a routine that will give you information
on the current screen, from the screen number
to the amount of memory the screen is using.
There are two modes of operation.

i l l t  _SCREE/LIM/11

Is the silent mode, where by the information is
returned from the procedure in a string.

_SCREENNUNISEI=Vat(Left$01,1)/
1
,
A
a
l
(
l
i
t
d
1
(
1
8
,
3
,
4
1
)

ImhattlfidltILD,4))

NUI8EIDICOLOORS.Dat(lid$(1S,23,4)f
lUMBEIDIBITPLUESIatflidl(16,21„1/7
AMOUNTOFSEREENNENDIInlatflidlffl,30,7)1

this is how we get the information, that is
6 returned from the procedure

_SCREEN_IIFOIO)

is non silent mode where by the information is
displayed directly on screen '

Okay, here's the second part of tne code.
Don't try to run this on its own as tt is not
complete! Okay, here we go with part 2.

First we open a screen:

Screen Dpen I
Screen 1 1
s p I r
-

6,eires
1A„

We grab the Palette of the current screen.

Net Palette

Then we fade In

$11%. ;18F,83,SIC•
Fidel F,S/FO,SfaCi,SCCI,SAAC,177A,Sf00
11
,M Curs Off : R I O  Off :  Paper 5

r
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e  
:  
l
a
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t  
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b
t

• I I ;  1.0 :  WIDIR.640 : IIIIIII.120 .
1 •  Ocisub U W 3
i •  1 4 0  : 1.13 : 011111.560 : NEINDIell'1 : Rosa LINNT31

We then GOSUB to the routine that onnts the
information.

p
a
i
n
t
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

Nosub INFOPIINT
i Nait Wbt
I Ink 3 :  Paint Is4,Y+4,0 : lea
, of screen, in tabour 3

Piper 3 : Pen 5 : locate ,2 : Centre 'Screen
infortation"

for I i 4  Ti  ISO Step 16 Screen Display I511,128,N„
Wait Vbt 4 1 1 1
Hut V
For 11.150 To 100 Step -4

Screen Display ISN,128,11„
Veit lbt

Neat N
iFor 116100 To 150 Step 2

Screen Display I51,121,11,,
Veit VIA

lOst I
;Timer

Having done all that we set timer to zero and
then we go into a lade repeat/until loop:

111110 g0e5 •1
11
'
1
2
5
.•

there?
lepeat

InIfmer/50
If T.m110

If 111.
-
.0

sina41
If 110150 : UPI 1 fad I f

If this is the case we will move screen down.

N=11-1
If 11.c6° :UPO E nd I f

if this is the case we will move screen up.

o l l e . 1 1 1 . 6
1
1 1

Sows Ols014I
.

Here's where the decisions we made earlier
about moving the screen up/down come into
effect

End I f
Halt Vbf

Wait for the next vertical blank and then set up
a mouse key sensor, so if a mouse key is
pressed we will continue, like so:

INtif Noose Me "4111111111111111

Next we have a FOR/NEXT loop, which shows
us the into screen:

For N I  Ti -IDO Step -16
Screen Display IS1,121,11„
Wait Dbt
Next

Then we close the information screen and exit
the procedure

1 1 !  Screen Cl I I

ose IS :
Pop Proc

itif i t
ioto REPORT

Right now we enter the tight3D area of the
program, Try this proc on its own to see what
happens. X and Y hold the x
.
y p o s i t i o n  
o f  
t h e

box. WIDTH and HEIGHT hold the width and
height of the box. Simple and effective huh?

LIGHT3a:

I r
j

Ink :  Bar t,1 To IWO I N T

This clears the middle with the background
colour

11111orWrite stuff
it you nave ,
,
i 
n i t r
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to Phil South, Amos Cokimn Amcy Cceopoong Medi
House Arlington Park Macclesfield 910 4NP

Part B

Ink 6
Dram 1411110 To ItilIDTIGIOEINNT
Dram To 1,10EI5NI
Ink 4
Iran Ti 1,1
Orem To I rMIDI , I
Ink 6
Paw PWIDTW-1,10 To 1.1110IN-1,YelEIGNI-I
Draw To 1141,YmMEINIII-1
Ink 4
frau To I41,141
Iran To X+WIDIN-1,10
Ink 6
Draw leklIDTH-2,Y+2 To 10110TM-2,TOEIGNI-2
Paw To i ts . 2 , 1
.
0 E I NNT-2
Ink 4
Pfau To I.2,Y.2
Dray To 14111DIM-2,M2
'glum

And finally we have the INFORPRINT label we
referred to earlier:
1
. INFOPRIIT:

Pen 12
Locate ,4
Centre • The screen num be r n"
,
i S t •S C _ S E R E E I _ N t i l l -

DEC
Locate ,5
Centre •  The screen midth.".Strlf_SCREEI_VIDIlf
Locate ,6
Centre • The screen

Locate ,7
Centre "Tte maxima /weber of
cotourin'eStrl(_MAXIUR_NUMIER_OF_COLOORS)
Locate ,8

, Centre "The number of Planta
meillebtees5trl(110Pal

, Locate ,9
Centre "The tefthend side of the screen Is dis-
played it".tstrsnotSPLAYI
Locate , I0

, Centre 'The top of tie screen is displayed
et"*Stri(IESPLAY)
Locate pit

tee "Ti. totat memory requirement
•
e
m
S
t
r
I
f
I
l
l
/
e  
b
y
t
e
s
'
.
'  
o
r

rlITSI/1024)elflOOITE5
Locate ,12
Centre 'M t n  the double buffer system is ift

,us,  time by 2f*
Locate , I3
Pen D : Centre "Press souse key to um -
Returnk 4 i i .REPORT:
End ProcEISI

for tbfm

And there you have rt. All the information you
could wish for about a screen Handy to be able
to do this kind of thing on the fly lf, for
example, you had an image processing
program, and you wanted to sense the
parameters of an incoming screen file so you
could casually pop them up on the screen after
a menu, for example. then this is the routine for
you. Ft is a veritable Swiss Anry Knife of a
routine, so keep it handy.

Back to normal, whatever that is, next month,
and keep those routines and letters coming.

A m i g a  C o m p u t i n g
O C T O B E R  1 9 9 5

• •  • •  • •
g a n
• g•  •  ••  •

Phil South
look5 at part
two of the
WPM info
program



•

120

PURIM

0
, rd

gets mit
on the new
plug in
modules for
PageStream 3

•  •  •
•  •  •  •

•  •  •
• e
l l
e

n with the latest update l3:0h11
received this morning. I got the
four new add-ons for PageStrearn.

They are: Gary's Effects, a Jpeg filter, a
Wordworth filter. and a font engine for
TrueType fonts. These additional filters can
be bought now from SoftLogik themselves
for between $20 and $25, so get your credit
card ready,

Gary's Effects come on a single disk for
installation into BME 2.0. They are a series of
Effects modules that get added to BME's
Effects menu and give you some of the more
common operations required for desktop
publishing. These include, but are not
limited to, a user-editable convolution
matrix, gamma correction, a histogram
graph display 'which cannot be edited',
control over hue and saturation and other
such effects.

It's a bit disappointing that there are none
of the really useful DTP-oriented operators
such as unsharp masking, or that most of

the operators don't seem to work in a
predictable fashion when applied to pictures
in CMYK format. I can only hope that Gary's
Effects evolves into something more like Kai's
Power Tools over a period of time: Still,
thanks to the new Jpeg filter, at least you
can save pictures out from BME as Jpegs.

amity RHIN
There isn't very much to say about the

Jpeg filter for PageStream. It does what it is
supposed to and offers you a quality setting
slider, but really talking about it is going to
sound like one of those Ronseal product
ads on the telly: So if you want a filter and
you want it to be Jpeg, then get the Jpeg
filter. It does exactly what it says in the
doc s •

Moving on to the third item in our add-on
collection - the TrueType font engine. Again.
there isn't very much to say about this plug
in I t  allows you to use TrueType fonts in
PageStream transparently, without needing
to first convert them into Postscript format
This opens the vast vista of CD-ROMs made
for people with PCs and Windows (which

Plug in and print
uses TrueTypesl. SoftLogik say in the
documentation accompanying the add-on that
the speed and quality of TrueTypes in
PageStream is roughly equivalent to Postscript
fonts. The only thing that would have been
nice to see would have been PageStream
taking advantage of some of those WinPrinters
- printers optimised for Windows' use by
having TrueTypes builtan• I'm not sure if this is
actually feasible given the printing system in
PageStream, so I don I suppose it's all that
important.

The last add-on seems to be a little
underdeveloped. Although the WordWorth
filter will import your WordWorth documents.
it will only do so under fairly strict conditions.
Because PageStream has no Text Effects or
Tables feature, it won't be able to load in any
of those nice layouts you have created in
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picture ,  blurre d,  La pla cia n Edge  (convolution),  hue  ( • 2 3
0
) ,  s o l a r i z e d ,  a n d  
t h r e s h o l d

WordWorth using these features. PageSueam
is also unable to load CGM graphics files like
those used by WordWorth. so that option is
right out too. PageStream's hyphenation
method differs from WordWorth's so you
might have problems there too, although not
necessarily.

Finally, there are two further problems that
would appear to be in the process of being
sorted out. The first is a problem with extreme
type sues and the 'Loose' leading method
and the other is a problem with picture
aspect ratios. All in all, it doesn't sound as
though the WordWorth filter is going to be
much use for anything but the simplest
layouts and as such. perhaps it should have
been included with PageStream for nothing.
or they should have at least waited until you
could do a bit more with it,

PapStrpam 010g1T55
After having spent some time with PageStream 3.0h_ I can definitely say that SoftLogik are
pushing forward at a rapid rate towards a finished product Typing speed in the new version is
vastly improved, particularly in long articles, although SoftLogik say it is still not as fast as they
would like for v3.1. Also, you can now quit from the editors without them locking up
PageStream at  lasd I can't remember the number of times I hit Amiga S. Amiga 0 out of sheer
habit': In addition, external graphics have finally been implemented and you can now revert to
saved.

Owners of nonPostscript printers should be pleased that printing has been sped up and that
memory is no longer as important when it comes to printing Hyphenation, both soft and
automatic, has now been incorporated and, at last, your cursor accurately represents where in a
text article you are BME also gains two new effects - Emboss and Sharpen_

However, some of the more annoying niggles like PageStream's inability to copy, duplicate or
transform a text box have still not been resolved, neither should you expect PageStream to be
able to do colour separations for EPS files Of printing lone aspect which must surely limit
PageStream's appeal for serious use. Perhaps this ought to be attended to before anything else'.

Finally, in the readme file they mention release dates for both a Mac and Windows version of
PageStream and promise full cross-platform compatibility, so lets hope that a) this doesn't mean
that Amiga development slows down and b) Amiga users will finally have a hope of going to a
printer with a PageStream file and not get laughed at

A m i g a  C o m p u t i n g
O C T O B E R  1 9 9 5



S A T E L L I T E
S M A R T C A R D
E M U L A T O R !

Connects all VideoCrypt &  EuroCrypt
decoders to your computer. Emulation
software to decode most encrypted chan-
nels (including Adult, Film, Music &
Sport) is freely available — full details
are included. This product should not be
used to view channels for which you do
not have a subscription!!

Now only 09.95 for Amiga. IBM PC & Macintosh

NUCLEUS MEC' (.1064,0( ;I ! M I ! .  TIVERTON • DEVON. EXI6 61
1
1',

Send two 25p stamps i f  you need further details.
Please add £195 P&P and allow up to 30 days for
delivery. A l l  trademarks acknowledged. E W E .
Foreign orders welcome. Trade Eng. Fax: +44
(0)1884 255273.

3,5" IDE Hard Drives
for A600
1
ts &  
A V
M s

at excellent prices
fully installed including your workbench

software, prices include carriage back to you.
Examples:

270Mb E125.99•360Mb 2133.99
420Mb E144.99•540Mb E161.99
850Mb E195.99•1275MbE246.99

Please call first for latest offers
• Some A600s may require new ROM to fit hard drives

GCElectronics
COMPUTER WORKSHOP

12 Newmarket Street
Consett, Co. Durham

Tel & Fax: (01207) 502249
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3 r  Disks &  Disk Boxes
DS/D11 DS / HD

10 Disks £ 5  E 6
25 Disks L I O  L I  I
50 Disks £ 1 6  E I S

100 Disks £ 2 9  £ 3 3
250 Disks 1 6 5  E 7 6
500 Disks t  125 E  I .18

P.foremited ISti-DELSo 643 mia131, al 2p ok th ik i .
All Disks Certified 100% Error Free

and INCLUDE FREE Labels.
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FAST A M I G A
REPAIRS

WE REPAIR TO COMPONENT LEVEL
A500, A600, 1200, 1500, 2000, 3000,

4000 & CD32
FREE GIFT WITH EVERY REPAIR

PLEASE SPECIFY
MOUSE MAT
MOUSE HOtDER 1 . . 1
DISK CLEANING KIT
ADD E5 REPLACE MOUSE
ADD £5 JOYSTICK SEGA STYLE ,U

BARGA/N HARI  ' ! i v E S
FITIED 8 5 / 5 0 0  Mb . . . . C A L L

EXCHANGE SERVICE
MODULATORS £ 1 9 . 5 0
PSU  C I  9.50
DISK DRIVES £ 2 5 . 5 0
KEYBOARDS C 2 5  50

FAULTY TROUBLESOME
COMPUTER??

CALL FOR COLLECTION OR
PERSONALLY DELIVER TO THE
EXPERTS FOR FAST RELIABLE

REPAIR OF YOUR AMIGA
FOR ONLY

E24.99+ PARTS
• NO  OBLIGATION FREE QUOTE

95% SUCCESS R AH  O N  AU . COMPUTERS

*  DOOR TO DOOR COLLECTION OF YOUR COMPUTER
ANYWHERE IN THE UK

144 TANNER STREET, TOWER BRIDGE, LO NDO N SE I 2 H G

Call FAST on 0171 2 5 2  3553

A m i g a  C o m p u t i n g
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AMIGA MUSICIANS!
Soenhcalki de5i9ned and manufactured for !BP uith the Rmiga.
are olpased to litroduce thp "little Cern" Micro audio Auer and ill unit
Allows you greater control over the sound when playing your Amiga through an
outside sound system, or when recording the Amiga  Audio Output to tape or DAT.

Wee ii/E Nee  tut
Nod la III Ilimaisehmt • . /  • Lab - tssonsellance tte
kra a l Mee curtest d Its sent
Fa bolesle  slew endues If sal m e i re  trip law
to iuthr fres WS odd ad sift stem woo
Weeded winsfew area le e ddie d
k h a n  •  o to s WO RM t I u w & m
h t a i U eDII1251 wires I D  1111,14 - 1181 01111
,
51 s e i s  W e l d s
I t ,  el a wed IWIEPVIII 113 work M oo se wed
limens Ilbwm • o  Sam
A I M  11181 al 601115•

A500/1200 Internal Drive 1,55.95
EXTERNAL DRIVE " • .6.313,99
A520 Xchange Modulator £18.00
A501 1/2Meg Rama-Clk M3_50

long as your ad Is te n words
or le ss. i t ' s  a bsolute ly h e e l
Should you wa nt  more  space.

you'll fi nd unriva lle d va lue  fo r
money -  f o r  insta nce . Z S  wo rd s

colt  Just E l  O. F ill in  the  form be low a nd
send I t  t o  u s  w i t h  yo u r  pa yme nts I f
applicable ' -  a n d  re me mbe r t o  include
your te lephone number!

Classifieds

•  Al 200 85Mb hard dove, monitor, printer. E 1000+
of software. te l 01257 426125.
•  Amiga contacts wanted. KBarlwi. 15 Crystal -11.
Palace Park Road, London 5E26 6UN
•  Wanted R/24 by O R  ra n Ernest 0181-761 2763.
•  Amiga PD disks. Over 10,000 from 50p Te l Sean
01959 561651.
•  IMagine user group. Call Spencer on 01375
670036 for info
•  Al 200 COntaCtS wanted. Contact( Salem. 42
Anfiesd Road. Wrekencon, Gateshead NE9 7AE.

, FreOuSLV ENHANCES
THE SOUND
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E. 6  9  5  GIL L E T T  MULTIMEDIA
Ithebleedeglemt a s i  itelkOinse E lm a l  1 0  Si Audrey's Wa y. Ely. Cambridge C a O 1 1 3 7
) ltaintdataltieta ; D a  Ism t o y  T e l :  (01353) 669203 E a r : (01353) 663371

17 Bit Software  9 8
ist Computer Canine ,  I S
Active Software 4 4 ,  45
Arniganuts . . . 1 2 .  13
Analogic .........................105
Arnold Computer Supp _104
Blittersoll  1 1 2
Brian FosMer Compute4s...49
Bruoe Smith BOAS  1 0 4
Capri CD Distnbution 1 0 4
Care Electronics . . .  _ 1 1 6
Dart Computer 1 2 2
E M Computergraphica  114
Epic Marketing 8 0 .  87. 91
Fast Computer S o r e s  121
Foisth Level Development 118
G.0 Electronics  1 2 1

CO MP UTI NG

A N I G A
G . T . 1 Gesteiner  7 7

Gaefl Multimedia 1 2 2
Grey Electronics
Guiding Light Comp .,  1 0 0
H I D   1 1 0
Hagars Electronic  1 0 4
Harrioods 1 7 ,  67
Hi Soft . . . . .  . . . . . .
Homesoft Pd 1 0 4
Kew -  11 1 0 4
Megalronix
Meridian 2 7
Nucleus Direct . 1 2 1
Owl Associates  1 2 1
PD Solt . . . 7 6 ,  79
Power Computing l a c .  2 . 3

All
INDEX

Premier Mati Order ...... ...106
P re m i e r V isio n   7 0

Saddietramps 1 0 4
Seasott Computing 7 4
Siren Software - . 1 1
Software 2000.  4 0 .  41
Spocsal Reserve 3 7
TON Tech Pd 1 1 4
Underground Pd 1 1 6
V12 Pd  _ 2 8
Vesage Computers 5 6
Weeknight Technology _69
Wizard 3 2
Wizard Games 1 0 0
Zone I .. 1 1 6

•  Exchange Supralax modern 14400 v32 For
PrograhlirichAnega24K. Tel 0191-266 1280
•  Amiga 1200. Boxed, E250. Boxed games. 200
available. Tel: 0956 558024.
•  Prootogenics I .?. new and unused. E40. Tel:
DI 273 493659
•  A1700 170Mb 2nd ETD, Philips colour monitor,
6Mb RAM. mice. joysticks, games. mags, E500.
Mo,  2 C64s, tape drives, disk drives, plus lots ca
games, mags. E250. Tel; Conan 0181-208 4319.
•  Al200  with 260Mb Smarts
-
tor h a r d  
d r i v e _

230sA 40 MHz accelerator. 4Mb SIMM.
Wordworth 3, alliance_ DPaint 4 & Vistake. E500.

A m i g a  C o m p u t i n g

AMIGA REPAIRS I
FIXED PRICE ONLY f42.99 incl. (Asocw, A600 ONLY) I

*  Price  include s PAR TS. LABOUR,  DELIVERY & VAT

*  90 day warranty on a ll re pa irs L  Est . 1 4  le a rs I
*  24  hour turn-around on most repa irs
*  All upgrades purchased from us fitted tree with re pa ir
*  Includes FULL DIAGNOSTICS, SERVICE AND SOAK tea l
*  ft drive  or keyboard need replacing add C10

AMIGA Al200 Repairs only E5 2
-
9 9  -  F u l l y  
I n c l u s i v e

SPECIAL
£ 3 0 .9 5
E25,50
i42.10

f,66.00

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
Ovally 2 S inch Int HD _
Suited tor MOO &
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comaelu
tlempreauctions installation
s e  ele 12 morals vreetarde

A500 Internal Drive
A500/60011200 PSU
A500 Keyboard (UK)

1  A2000 PSU

IP
8371 Asses 1,45001
11377A 1 Mee Armin
0375 2 Meg &gnus
0374 Alice (Al2001
0392 Denise 01500)
9373 Super Demise
5719 Gary
6525 CIA 1A500,41 se t .0 0
0.570 CIA 14600.17001 deb.00
6364 Paula 1A600141 st la ri

1!364 Paula (11CC) c i a o

me*
t24.30
1.24.50
L.52.70
LIAO

£16.40
67-60

901360 CPU 1 8 6 0
Video DAC (Al209) w e e p
ticastart 1.2 1 4 2 0
Montan 1 3  L 1 0 i l l 0
kicksted 2.04 8 2 2 . 4 0
dicktuart 7.05 . 1 2 . 1 1 0
kick:start 3 1 !ASKO 106,00
Rom Sharer u a v o
NEW Modulators 6 2 9 . 6 0
AQ a rm an thDir POI I a t
gram tarmalba pet AV tam

I .012  a uk ro w. Mese demi

Add El _00 P&P on chips E7 50 P&P on drives & PSIds. We me nu the right to rein se repairs.
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Complot SMiCtS ItC1,115 Ws Rot Utter LE Off -
A m m E M I l i r

Tel: 01923 241170
•  PD contacts wanted
511827.
•  Al 200 contacts wanted Internet
willkimsalimadmark.dernonco.uk.
•  Al 700, 60  garnet, mint condition. E299.Tel:
0181.518 0843.
•  CO32, SX1, Armtek Drive, games, E350 ono. Tel:
01524 831866.
•  tottery Predictor [ 4 9 9 . Details from R Paimer,
39 Welford Road. Shirley 890 3 1
-
0 C
•  Al2 0 0  contacts wanted. Contact Ray Ingleden.
1 Talbot Street Middlesborough. TSI 3EP

100% reply. Tel: 01228

1
•  Understanding Imagine 2 book, plus disks,
£14. Tel 01273 493659,
•  Five 21V1i SIMMS. 72 pin, 70ris, [SO each. Tel:
01480 383625
•  Pen pals wanted. Write to Jay. Mantle Lane.
Coalvele. Leicester LE67 3 0 W
•  3D CORStMCDOn lL  Diskmag, [1 .5 0  monthiy.
Datafees. mona is Tel_ 01484460888.
•  PD 36p with disk 1 5p 11 you supply many
Wes_ Mark Strotton. 22 Bamway. Stratton,
Cirencester 667 2NA.
•  4000 30 33 EPU, 1 0Mti RAM, 124 hard drive.
HO floopys, SCSI CO. El DOO. Tel; 0151-356 0264.

CP oriel E9 or • o r ,  or Eirs

Name

Address

Postcode Telephone

Cheques should be made payable to " Amiga Computing
Please include my advenivernent in the next avalabie issue ut Amiga Comp./no. I  content that the arisen a not selling illegal copies or
software or hardware that do not belong to rne I permit you to publish my addressackphone number only ill have included these
details within my advertisement copy I  arn over 19 years of age fapplicants under IS must get a parent Or guardian to vgn below).

Signed
Send to: AMC Classifieds, Media House, Adlington Park, Macclesfield 51(10 4NP

FREE
£6
El 0

Remember to include your
phone numberladdress in the
advert as we ll as on the harm!
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DOUBLE SPEED CD-ROM „ E l  59
QUAD SPEED CD-ROM 1 2 5 9
AMIGA 4000 SCSI-INTERFACE 1 1 2 99

CDD-RROM
a•alk„

The Pow er  CD-RO M for  the  Am i ga
600/ 1200 pl ugs  di r e c t l y  i n t o  t h e
PCMCIA por t  and provides a  di r ect
SCSI-I a nd SCSI-II inter face, al lowing
up y o six a ddi t i ona l  devices t o be
connected.  What 's  m or e the  Power
CD-ROM features a 'Hot•pl ug w hi ch
allows you to connect and disconnect
the CD-ROM and any other  additional
devices e v e n w h e n  t h e  Am i ga  i s
switched on.

The CD-ROM drive comes wi th a SCSI
interface, PSU, manual ,  audi o lead,
mains l e a d  a n d  s of t w a r e  w hi c h
includes Audi o CD.  CD32 Emulator ,
MPEG Film Decoder and Photo CD.

A M I G A  6 0 0 / 1 2 0 0

x2 SPEED C O•R OM  INC SQUIRREL . 1 1 9 9

X4 SPEED CD-ROM INC,SQUIRREL 1 2 9 9
AIWA X2 SPEED iNCSOUIRREt.. . .1209

AMI GA 4000

SCSI INTERFACE REQUIRED FOR A4000

POWER

quad—speed

•

VIPER

1101/ 2 4 0 V  S C S I  ID COOLING S C S I
SWITCH A N  C O N N E C T O R S

doubLe—speed

•••
SCSI CONNECTORS
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AUDIO IN/OUT
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AUDIO

E54
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Srr
The Viper  28 can have up to 128MB
RAM installed, full Kickstart remapping,
opti onal  SCSI-II adaptor ,  on-boa r d
batter y ba c k e d c l ock ,  6 8 8 8 2  c o -
processor, instruction and data burst
modes.

VIPER 28 MKII BARE  1 1 1 9 . 9 5
VIPER 28 MKII 2M111  1 1 9 9 . 9 5
VIPER 28 MKII 4MB  1 2 5 9 . 9 5
VIPER 28 MKII 8MB  1 3 9 9 , 9 5
VIPER 28 MKII 16MB  1 5 6 9 . 9 5

M•1111111K0
The Viper  50 can have up to 128MB
RAM installed, and the same features
as the Viper 28.

VIPER SO BARE  1 1 9 9 . 9 5
VIPER 50 2MB  1 2 7 9 . 9 5
VIPER 50 4MB  1 3 4 9 . 9 5
VIPER 50 8MB  1 4 7 9 . 9 5
VIPER 50 16MB  1 6 4 9 . 9 5

•
•
•
•

£299
quad-speed d u a l - s p e e d

CD-ROM SOFTWARE

LIGHTWAVE 3D ENHANCER L 5 5 . 9 5
CDBOOT 1,0  £ 2 9
WORLD 1 1
,
4 E 0 ' 9 5   
1 3
9 .
9 5

DA CAPO VOL 1 MUSIC MODULE 1 2 5
FRESHFONTS II  1 1 7
GAMER5 DELIGHT  1 2 5
GOLDFISH 2  1 2 5
LIGHT ROM  1 3 9
MAGIC ILLUSIONS  1 1 0
MEETING PEARLS VOL I   1 1 0
MEETING PEARLS VOL 2 E 1 0
THE LIGHT WORKS   £ 3 4
THE BEAUTY OF CHAOS 1 1 2
AMINET 5  1 1 2
AMINET SET 1  1 2 5
CD-WRITE  1 3 9
FRESH FISH 8  £ 2 5
GATEWAY you 1  1 9 . 9 5

FPU's com plete w i th crystal. Please
state for  Blizzard compatibility,

20MHZ FPU PLCC  1 2 0 . 9 5
33MHZ FPU PLCC 1 3 9 . 9 5
40MHZ FPO P1CC  E 6 0 . 9 5
50MHZ H U  PGA  E 8 9 . 9 5
SCSI-II INTERFACE (VIPER IIONLY) £ 6 9 . 9 5
4MB SIMM  £ 1 3 9
8MB SIMM  1 2 7 9

IMEME111110
Al200 EIMB RAM card which uses 1 x
32 SIMMs and is PCMCIA friendly

PC1208 BARE  1 5 9 . 9 5
PC1208 IME1  1 8 9 . 9 5
PC1208 2M13  f 1 2 9 . 9 5
PC1208 4MB  £ 1 8 9 . 9 5
PC1208 8MB   1 3 2 9 . 9 5

WARP ENGINE s L P O A

0 1 2 3 4  2 7 3 0 0 0  PO WER  COMPUTING LTD
44A/B STANLEY STREET

01234 352207  BEDFORD 7 R W

T E I E P H O

F A C S I M I .power
ACC EMTO alit, s u n s o l i l l i i i i l l A r t  arms at vrvi. Ai
rA A A A  •  F i l l  n . r . s t .  
n •  • , I 1 • • • 7

Ei



S q u i r r e l s  d o
w i t h  Z i p !

A brand-new SCSI peripheral,
the Zip
—  
m a
y  
w e
l l  
r e
v o l
u t i
o n i
s e

the storage industry,
This newest, most portable
exchangeable hard disk
drive weighs in at just lib,
has fast transfer and access
tinws (up to IMb's  transfer,
2ftms seek, easily fi b in
your hand, your bag or
your bnelcase, stores up to
1100Mb on floppy-sized
disks, is perfect for all types
of application and is priced
at a leyel that will make you
want to unzip your wallet immediately!
These doves and associated cartridges
t23Mb & 100Mb) will be available in
late August '95 directly from HiSoft
with especially-written driver and
support software included. l•rust
HiSinft to bring you the latest
innovations at the best possible prices!

Amiga Zip Tools
exclusively from HiSoft

Zip drives trom HiSott come with
everything you need to get going on a
SCSI-aware Amiga
- t h e  
Z i p  
W O  
d r i v e
,

a 100Mb cartridge, all necessary leads
and a complete set ot software,
programmed by HiSolt, including:

• Easy OCCOS 'Inners •  li.erporond unproted
• Passumird pnara •  Cartridge irldialiNatiOn
• Write protection •  Cartridge eject

Price the 1
cartridge, extra

100Alti cartridges
fi l
,
r 7
. 7  
o
r  
l
e
s
s
!

Order your Zip drive new to be first in the tong queue

Super-Value
CD-ROM Pack

tommor m o a l

FliSoft has done it again with a
brilliant multimedia pack of Squirrel
SCSI interlace, Aiwa ACD-3011
CD-ROM and the Almathera
10-on-IC) pack of CDs!

Just look at what you get:
• The anta2ing. toend-6etting Sown
-
,

interface inhich allous up to periphere.
Iliad dna e, CD-ROM. Ztp. scanner eft
to Fe dalsy-chatned together

•  CD32 and CDTV centerline t ime r  so
that Vim out all thoseganws and other
tales such as Video Cruller

•  The great•looking Arial ACD-300
CD-ROM drive; a fast, double-speed
CD-ROM with PO SCSI specification
plus complete audio exintrols on the frvnt
AO that •
I teli 
t a n  
p i
a y  
m
u
s i
c  
C
D
s  
d i
r e
c t
l y
_

Plus as informative LCD panel.

• The Ainratherc RP-on-Wrack at CDs, t •
10CDs including the Team Yankee game.
2000 clip-art images, the Illustrated Works
sf Shakeiliran-, a COMMIS, Inienwi &
Networking CD, rhr World Vista Atlas.
litOtts of finds, a complete photo library and
much, much mare

All this, packaged together, at a truly superb price, with
full I year warranty and technical support from I liSoft
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M I N I M

To order any at the prcKlucts shown on this page
for any other HiSoft Idle, see the list opposite) -
past call us , tree of  charge, o n  0500 22356
armed with your c redit  o t  debit  Card; we  will
normally despatch within 4  work ing days  (E4
P&P) or.  tor only  E8, by  guaranteed next day
delivery (for goods  in stock). Alternatively, y ou
can send us a cheque or postal orders, made o
to HSI:in A ll prices inc lude VAT. Export o rde
r lcall or fax to confi rm pric ing and postage cos
•C. 1995 HiSoll E&OE.

All pnces include UK VAT

HiSoft
S Y S T E M S
The Old School, Greenfield

Bedford MK45 5DE U K
Tel: +44 (0) 1525 718181
Fax: +44 (0) 1525 713716

The Best-Value
Hard Drives

If you want a hard drive
(either SCSI or IDE) then
IliSott has the one to suit
your needs; whether you
are looking for a small,
internal drive for your
Al21/0/A600 sir an external
IGb beast-of-a-drive for
any SCSI-aware Amiga,
we can supply.
Based on only the highest
quality mechanisms from
top suppliers, with full
manufacturer's warranty,
our hard drives are fully
tested for all Amiga
computers and come with
our own additional
warranty and technical
support.

IDE drives are pertect for
auto-booting your A600Al2.00

• and come with connection

and
CD-ROMs

only
Quad-speed 1 3 0 9  •

Saliffi g .CD-ROM
the lastest drive yet at a great price!
Past billt is lx
,
sec  
t r a n s f
e r  
p l u
s  
1 9
0 m
s

acceVi, using the renowned Toshiba
5301 drive, Also available wo SCSI
interlace and
-
or e a s e  
i t l F 4  
c a l l
.

lead, fi xing bolts 6t complete fi tting instructions. Fitting is very
straightforward but may invalidate your Amig,fs warranty - check with us.

We offer internal or external SCSI
hard drives, from 365Mb up to
2Gb. Internal devices are sultaNe
tor mounting in the A15410, A21.100,
A30011 and AV011 and come with
necessary leads & screws whilst
the external drives are supplied in
our professional Squirrel 3.5" case
(available separately) which
Includes integral power supply,
all SCSI connections and
connection leads of your choice
tat extra cost).

SCSI Hard Drives
365Nib i.u.i  E179
365Mb mosai I:249
540M b irdr ima

540Mh ,umui £279

730Mb inienut 1239
730Mb rom.d 009
1Gb imwshi 0 9 9
1Gb wtmoi

2.5" IDE Drives
40Mb i.t. 09,95 tol Mb till £7995

Zip is a
trademark of
lomega Inc

Order Free with your
Credit/Debit Card

0500 223660

There's MOW
Here is a list of HiSoft titles for the Amiga
computers (prices shown are the individual
RFIPs). Squirrel SCSI interface - E59.95,
Squirrel Storage Systems pleas e call. Aura
12,15 bit sampler • E99.95, Megalosound 8 bit
sampler • E34.95, NoMidi interlace - E24,95,
HiSoft Devpac 3.14 - E79.95, HiSoft BASIC 2 -
E79.95. HighSpeed Pascal - E99.95.
Gamesmith - E99.95, Termite - £39.95, Twist 2
database • E99.95, Maxon Magic - E29.95.
Upper Disk Tools - E14.95. Vistalate Inc
MaisePathrTerralorm - E39 95 and much more
Comiiig very soon
. 
L fi s k M a g o
t  
•

and Cineme40,

•


